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Qovemor of Wisconsin : 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit, through you, to the Lemslatore of 
the State of Wisconsin the Fifteenth Annual Report from the Separtment 
of Public Instruction. 

I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. L. PICKARD, 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of WUconsm : 

Gentlemen — In accordance with the requirements of Section 67, 
Chapter 10, Revised Statutes, I have the honor tx) submit the following 

REPORT: 

Another year of civil strife has passed. Though remote from the 
scenes of war, Wisconsin has yet felt the shock. Amid rejoicings over 
successes, and mournings under defeats, the people of the State have 
often had iheir attention diverted from the usual routine of their daily 
avocations. Discussing freely and earnestly the needs of the present, and 
giving cheerlblly of whatever may preserve our national integrity, they 
have not forgotten that there is a future before us as a nation, and that 
the foundations of our future prosperity may now be laid in the higher 
and better culture of the youth who are to take charge of our State and 
National interests in the new and not far distant future. The rebellion 
now raging will bo subdued. The Union will be carried safe through its 
^'^resent dangers. Bangers will threaten it in the years to come. Not 
the least among these will be the ignorance of the people. This fact has 
been felt and its recognition has awakened new interest in the cause of 
Popular Education. Our Schools are better filled, better taugl^t, and 
better supported than in years previous. Teachers have rallied nobly to 
the support of their country. Some have gone forth to maintain her hon- 
or upon the battle-field — others are inspiring the young with that love of 
country which shall lead them to maintain her honor at home, when lib- 
erties preserved by sacrifice of blood and treasure shall be entrusted to 
their care, and when the institutions saved from overthrow shall look to 
them for protection. That this latter class has done its duty faithfully, 
may be seen from the following 

REPORTS BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

In September last the following Circular was addressed to the several 
County Superintendents of the State : 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 

OfVICB of SUPBRINTBITDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

Madison, Wis., Sept. 7, 1868. 

Dear Sir : — In making my Annual Report to the Legislature, I would be glad to 
embody a brief Report of tbe Condition and prospects of the Schools under your 
immediate charge. 

Will you please prepare such a Report, embracing the results of your work and <^1 



your observations for the year ending August 31st, 1863, and transmit the same, 
with your Statistical Report, to this office, or if it suits you better, at any time pre- 
vious to November 1, 1863. 

The space that can be allotted to the Reports of the several County Superinten- 
dents is so limited as to make it necessary to ask yon not to exceed five or six pages 
of manuscript. 

The points upon which I would like information are as follows : 

1. School Houses — New Houses built, Improvements during the year, School 
Furniture, Apparatus, Maps and Charts. 

2. Number of Graded Schools — f^umber having two Departments, Number hav- 
ing three or more Departments. 

8. Teachers — Number examined, Number holding each of the three grades of 
certificates. Evidences of improvement, Average qualifications as compared with the 
previous year, Number employed in same school previous year. 

4. Pupils — General average of punctual attendance upon school, General deport- 
ment. Progress made in study. 

6. Patrons — ^Visits to school, General interest, Co-operation with Teacher by 
active efforts to advance the interests of the school. 

6. Any other matter of general or of local interest that you may choose to present. 

Any suggestions you may desire to present with reference to the wants of our 
schools or &e defects of our school system, will be most thankfully received. 

N. B. You will confer a favor by sending me copies of Notices or Circulars you 
may issue, as also copies of your questions used in examinations. 

Yours very Respectfully, 

J. L. PICKARD, 

Stqil't of Public Inttruetion. 

The responses that have been received are herewith submitted, together 
with sach Notes and Eemarks as I deem proper to make, in immediate 
connection therewith. 

Similar circulars were sent to 'each City Superintendent of Schools not 
under the immediate supervision of County Superintendents. The 
reports from City Superintendents are submitted together with those 
from the counties to which they belong. 

I am gratified to be able to present so full a report of the condition oi 
the schools throughout the State. I had hoped to receive some state- 
ments from each County Superintendent, but have failed, as will be seen, 
in a few instances. 

The Superintendent of the East District of Bane County has left the State, 
so that nothing like a full report can be given by his successor. 



ADAMS COUNTY. 

(NO REPORT. ) 

ASHLAND COUNTY. 

(no REPORT.) 

BROWN COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request, I sead you such information as I have 
been able to gather during the brief r time I have held this office. I re- 
gret that ill health during the entire summer prevented me from giTing 



proper attention to school matters in this county. The following is given 
in the order stated in your circular : 

1. Two new school houses have been built in the county since last 
spring. No improvements worthy of note. 

2. One school has two departments. 

3. There have been 124 teachers examined during the year ending 
September 30, 1863 ; two of them received first grade, two received sec- 
ond grade and one hundred and twenty received third grade 'certificates. 

4. General average of punctual attendance and progress in studies, 
very good in Green Bay, Depere and South Ward of Fort Howard. No 
school in North Ward. Further than this 1 am not able to state. 

E. Hicks, County Superintendent. 

Note. — Mr. Hicks was appointed during the latter part of the spring to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Anderson, and is not yet prepared to 
report fully from personal observation. 

BUFFALO COUNTY. 

In reply to yours of Nov. 10th, I enclose a printed circular, which will 
give a picture of the condition of at least a majority of our schools. 

Dark as the shades are, they are not overdrawn, but we have schools of 
which any county might be proud, and I doubt whether any common 
school in the State can show a class of scholars farther advanced than 
the school at.Mondovi, under the management of Mr. D. B. Allen, or 
that any village of the size of Fountain City, can show a better built and 
better filled school house than we can. This is the only district in the 
county, which employs two teachers, over seventy children occupying the 
seats in both schools. 

I have issued during the present year twenty-eight certificates, of which 
number eleven were issued after the public examination in April, and 
seven upon the public examination in October. The balance were issued 
upon private examinations. I refused certificates to two applicants. 

Third grade certificates, 17. 

Generally I can report progress as to the interest people feel in their 
schools,^ progress in the management of the schools, and progress in the 
knowledge of our children. This does not mean perfection by any means, 
but a waking up and a movement in the right direction. 

A. FiNKELNBURG, County Superintendent. 

Notes. — Accompanying the Report was an address to District Electors, to which 
reference is made^ and from which I extract the following very well timed remarks. 
This address was designed to be read by the Clerk of the District at the Annual 
Meeting. 

In speaking of school houses he says, — ''Now, neighbors, look around jou and 
see whether this house and surroundings are fit to be the home of your children. T 
think I can hear an emphatic, ''No!" throughout nine-tenths of all the districts. 
The house is too small; it is either open to all the winds, or not ventilated at all; it is 
dirty, not whitewashed, doors and windows will either not close or not open, no chim- 
neys, no outhouses, no play-ground, nothing but a miserable shanty in the road, or pn 
some bleak, craggy point, which could not be used for anything else. Do you wonder 
that your children come home sick, after passing an entire winter day iu tliis house, com- 
ing in warm and heated after their long walk from home, then ftx^o^^^\-c> Wx^V^^^t^- ^vc, 
blowing through that broken window? Would any one o^ yoM aW ^ot V^wt^ c^w^Ctv^v. 



straight-backed bench, your face within twenty-four inches of this hot stove, then be 
sent outdoors for recess to cool off suddenly in the cold, freezing wind, and not call 
it murder ? Knowing that there is no play-ground here but the dusty road, do you 
' wonder that your chSdren, sent oflF neat and tidy, come home dirty ; only dirty at 
first, but by degrees with a certain love for dirt and slovenliness, which will inevita- 
bly lead to low habits and coarseness of mind? Now then, see to it-, that all this is 
amended, and act for it to-day. How much will it cost to build a chimney, to plaster 
and whitewash the house, to fix and paint the doors and windows, and have the up- 
per sash movable^ to procure a large blackboard, sponge and chalk, to buy benches 
and desks to suil the smallest as well as the largest scholar, to scrub floor and bench- 
es, to drive nails near the entry for caps, bonnets and shawls; to put up blinds to 
the windows which face the sun ; to clean and level the school lot, buUd two out- 
houses, fence the whole and plant a few shade trees, if there are none. All this will 
cost but little, and that little will be the best investment you can make. If your 
district is able, you will not stop here, but vote an additional ten or fifteen dollars 
for a few outline maps, which are not only an ornament to every school houke, but 
positively a necessity." 
With reference to length of school and employment of teachers, he speaks thus : 
**It is for you this day to determine the length of time a school shall be taught in 
your district, and I do hope that you will abandon the stingy " three months term," 
just to draw the State money, as you say. If your district is so small that you can- 
not afiford a longer term, you were very >vrong in allowing it to be divided, and the 
sooner you join the next district, and have eight or nine months of schooling, the 
better for your children. A school of three months, and a neglect of nine months, 
which generally follows, is a disgrace to our age, and the sure way to raise an illiter- 
ate and sluggish community. It t-akes the best teacher, at least one month, to organ- 
ize a school, have the scholars furnished with proper books, to gain their confidence 
and obtain proper authority, and if the doors of the school house have been closed 
for the last nine months, and the teacher is a stranger to the children, few will ac- 
complish this before half of a three months term has expired. It is therefore plain, 
that a short term generally closes at the very time when teacher and scholar begin 
to be interested in their studies, when everything is in nice running order, in fact, 
when one month further teaching would be of more practical benefit than two montliB 
at the beginning. And here let me remark, that it is a great drawback and disadvan- 
tage to change teachers every term; avoid it if you can, and allow your children to 
go on quietly with their studies where they left off last term, without being frighten- 
ed every three months by a new face, troubled by new rules and trainings, puzzled by 
new methods and doctrines." 

CALUMET COUNTY. 

The result of my examinations, held in October, 1862, is as follows : 
Number examined, 48 ; number licensed 46, all third grade. There 
being more schools to be taught than teachers in the county, a number of 
teachers were employed from adjoining counties. 

I found during my tour of visiting schools in the winter, that much 

improvement had been made, especially among the teachers, in their 

** Theory of Teaching." Many were studying hard to perfect themselves 

in their calling, and were ready to inquire for advice. In many districts 

the citizens were really interested in their schools. They looked upon 

the school as the institution of their isolated settlements, and the records 

show that the parents think it worth their time to call on the teacher at 

his place of business. But still I found some of the old " eye-sores " to 

the educational interests of the county — the penuriously and miserably 

constructed old Jog shanty school houses. They were familiar. I had 

been there before. The same rickety "bencVie^ wi^ ^^%\l^ '^^te there ; the 

£fan2e boles in the wall, where tlie clainkiTig o^ ^T\fe^ mu^V^i^i^^asL wX»\ 



the same old nistj stove, with its broken door, sat on the same box of 
dirt, (not sand,) and in it was frying, sizzling and steaming, the same 
soggy, green wood. And strange to say, I yet saw, hitching and twisting 
on those old, hard, rickety, backless benches, with their eyes swollen and 
red from smoke, with their lips quivering and bine from cold, some of 
the same children whom I had 9een one year before in that same old 
hovel, not ruddy and healthy, but yet alive. (1.) 

Poor children ; how much taste, neatness, order, beauty and intellij^ence 
to you is lost, just through that old log school house. 

I did not inquire of the teacher how her school progressed. 

At my examinations held last March, the whole number examined was 
70 ; number licensed 53. Sixteen certificates were given for six months, 
and confined to certain districts. None but third grade were given. 
During the summer there have been three frame and two log school 
houses built, total cost 81,630, and at the last annual meetings $1,400 
was raised for the same purpose. 

Our institute, held at Stockbridge last September, was well attended. 
The names of twenty-three new members were recorded, some of them 
being old teachers, but now farmers, merchants and ministers — not one 
lawyer. We were assisted by Kevs. Randall, Hayward and Saben, and 
by a few live teachers from adjoining counties. The institute continued 
for one week, and we had a lively, pleasant and profitable time, and I 
believe there was not a member present but who was convinced that the 
institute is just the thing for encouraging and instructing the teacher and 
awakening an educational interest among the people. 

A. W. Hammond, Qnmty Superintendent. 

NoTB 1. — This is a faithful picture of many school houses in the State. In a few 
instances these ** eye-sores" remain because the people are utterly indifferent ; in 
others because they haye not confidence in their ability to secure the remedy ; in 
others still, because they are more fond of money than of healthful and intelUgent 
children. Teachers may do yery much toward correcting such deformities as are 
found in desks and benches and stoye, by their own personal efforts. Ere long all 
such structures will be numbered as curiosities. The good time is coming. We 
must wait and labor a little longer. 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY. 

The schools in this county have improved during the last year in at- 
tendance and scholarship. All the districts in the county, excepting two 
recently organized, are provided with school houses. Two new school 
houses have been built during the year. Some of the pioneer buildings 
are yet in use, but many of the districts are provided with comfortable 
and convenient school houses. 

School officers and parents have generally manifested much interest in 
the improvement of schools. In some of the districts schools are fre- 
quently visited by the parents and regarded with interest, but in a major- 
ity of the districts this duty is entirely neglected. 

The fear of high taxes has not embarrassed the schools^ nor lo\i^ d.Y^- 
tances prevented the attendance of scholars. In ^otel^ ^\^\.\;\ft\)'s» ^Osis\«x^ 
have w»}ked over three miles to attend scliool. T\ie fex\.«\iV o^ ^^^^^^^'^ 
settled territory, composing many of our ne^ 4vatT\G^T ^^U^^^.^ "^^^^ 
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much from the usefuluess of the schools. Winter schools cannot be 
kept in 8ome, in consequence of deep snows and scattered population. 

The school in Chippewa Falls has, from its organization, improved 
rapidly. The two large departments, one year ago, could not accommodate 
all the pupils, and a third department was formed. The present school 
rooms, though built with a view of what the future would require, are 
found entirely inadequate to the present want, and the question of build- 
ing a substantial house, capable of accommodating four departments, is 
now being agitated. There is also a select school kept here during part 
of the year. 

The teachers have labored zealously for the improvement of schools, and 
generally with success. About two-thirds of our schools have been under 
the care of teachers fully sensible of the responsibilities of their posi- 
tions, and well qualified to discharge their duties ; bat the increasing num- 
ber of districts brings inexperienced teachers, and in some cases, teachers 
not properly qualified. 

The examinations have been well attended. Teachers that can conve- 
niently, attend every examination, and have done much to increase the 
interest. (1.) 

We need a few more qualified and experienced teachers, and an increase 
of interest among parents in some of the districts. I cannot but feel 
highly gratified with past improvement and the future prospect of our 
schools. 

K. Palmer, County Superintendent. 

NoTK 1. — Teachers fully alive to the responsibility of their position will omit no 
opportunity given for self improvement. All can not attend conveniently the Semi- 
Aimual Examinations, yet those who can do so will get good and do good. The best 
teachers of a county may help the weaker and less advanced by such a course. I 
have found a few who felt it a task to be called upon to attend a public examination, 
since it was well known that their attainments would entitle them to any certificate 
they might ask. The examination may to such persons be of little value or import- 
ance, but their influence upon others is beyond estimate, and under no circumstances 
should they seek an excuse for absence. If any have superior attainments, for that 
very reason should they lend in every possible way the helping hand to their less for- 
tunate fellow laborers. 

CLARK COUNTY. 

The public schools in this county are improving. The interest taken 
in the schools is gradually increasing. The children in most of the Dis- 
tricts are so scattered that it is almost impossible to keep up a regular at- 
tendance. Owing to the fact that most of the teachers here employed are 
from abroad, and come here and teach one term only, they hardly get ac- 
quainted with the scholars before their term is out,. (This fact makes it 
impossible to advance the schools, as they would be, could we procure 
teachers for a term of years. We must submit to this till our county be- 
comes more thickly populated, and we are able to offer such inducements 
to good teachers, as will retain them permanently among us. The school 
fund of this county for years past has consisted of county scrip and 
county orders, to a great extent. Both have been in market at a great 
discount Owing to this fact witli otlieTa, N?e \Lwe Tiot, ^% 'jftt, succeeded in 
securing the services of live teaclierB. lnViavWik^ ft<i\iOc\^ \Jsi^ \%aX. ^wdl- 
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mer I have found many of the school houses poorly arranged in regard 
to seats and desks, and as a general thing, the school rooms are too low 
for the health of the pupils ; another fault, in a large part of the school 
rooms, is the great deficiency in proper lighting and ventilating. This 
fault cannot well be remedied until the county becomes thickly inhabited. 
The school houses built the past year are a decided improvement on those 
built years ago, which consisted of a log cabin, six to six and a half feet 
high, with one window, (1) seats hewn out of logs, and desks the same, 
reaching the whole length of the house, and the house located in the 
woods, without any ground cleared for a play ground for the pupils to ex- 
ercise their nimble limbs. I hope the day is not far distant, when our 
school houses will receive more attention, with regard to health and con- 
venience of the pupils, and the school grounds be such as to invite the 
children, as a place of pleasant resort. I find too much lethargy on the 
part of the parents, the sshool room being seldom visited by them. — 
This I find to be general throughout the county. 

R. Dewhurst, Cotmty Superintendent, 

Note 1. — There is not sufficient attention paid to lighting school houses. In some 
there are not windows enough. In others there are enough but they are improperly 
located. Every part of the room should be thoroughly lighted, even in a dark day. 
Through insufficient light, many pupils injure their eyes or bec(ime near-sighted. — 
There should be no windows in the sides of the room toward which the pupils' faces 
ure turned. While the eye is bent upon the book it is so shaded as to cause a dila- 
tion of the pupil. When therefore the eyes are suddenly raised as they often are, 
there should be no direct light streaming through the expanded pupil. The light 
should be admitted from the sides and rear of the room if possible. Good clear 
sunlight is healthful and it should be admitted into the room whenever it can be done, 
without meeting the eyes of the pupil, either directly or by reflection from his desk 
or his book. Each window should be provided with a curtain, that light may be ex- 
cluded whenever necessity demands it. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY. 

School Visitation. — There are in the twenty- one towns of this county, 
(not including Portage City which is not under the county school system,) 
eight thousand seven hundred and twenty-three children of legal school 
age, who are being educated in one hundred and fifty- two district schools. 
Seven of the schools have departments, — requiring twelve additional 
teachers. The whole number of teachers required for the simultaneous 
operation of all the schools, is one hundred and sixty-four. 

Each of these school districts has been visited by the subscriber in the 
discharge of his official duties, for the purpose of inspecting the school, 
its order and discipline, the system of management adopted therein, the 
instruction given and the mode of communicating it — and examining the 
school house and its appurtenances, and ascertaining its fitness to be con- 
sidered an educational institution ; and also of advising with the teacher, 
and, if need be, with the district officers and others, in all matters relating 
to the wants and interests of the school. Of these visits I have made 
since the commencement of my term of office, over three hundred — two 
hundred and ninety- five of them being to schoolia i\i^femoTL,^\A^^V\i>Xa» 
being ^i^inhuted in nearly equal proportion amotv^ \\v^ ^\^^x^XkX» \»q.^\w"&> 
according to the number of children therein. 
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In a few insUtnces, where schools are kept open but a small portion of 
the year, I failed to find the schools in session when visiting the districts. 

School Houses. — In the matter of school houses, the general aspect is 
one of improvement. Several new houses have recently been built, and 
others are in contemplation. In some districts the old houses have been 
newly vamped up and re-arranged. It is to be regretted, however, that 
many houses of both classes are far too small or too badly arranged within, 
to be convenient for school purposes. 

Village Schools. — In Kilbourn City, Pardeeville, Wyocena, Cambria, 
Fall River, Poynette and Columbus, all the villages in the county which 
have a sufficient population to require more than one teacher except Ot- 
sego and Lodi, arrangements of a character more or less perfect have 
been made to classify the pupils and grade them into lower and higher 
departments, according to their degree of advancement. In several of 
these places houses have been arranged with reference to such gradation. 
It would without doubt richly pay, to provide in all our villages suitable 
buildings for the use of graded schools. 

In the village of Wyocena within the year a good bell haa been put in 
its appropriate place in the school building. This makes the fourth in the 
county, — bells of a similar character having been already in use in Cam- 
bria, Columbus and Kilbourn. 

In this connection it may be well to mention that many of our teachers 
still *^ rap on the window " to call their pupils to their daily tasks. 

School Instruction and Discipline. — In interviews with teachers, 
in teachers' meetings and elsewhere these topics have received chief atten- 
tion ; and it is a satisfaction to know, that efforts to increase the amount, 
and improve the quality of the instruction given, — and to improve the or- 
der and discipline of the schools have been successful to an encouraging 
extent. A large share of our teachers have made efforts, worthy of much 
commendation, to fit themselves for their business, and to do their work 
in such a manner as to give no just cause for fault finding on the part of 
their employers. 

In order to aid teachers in this respect, and assist in securing a unifor- 
mity of effort and union of action in all parts of the county, I prepared 
blank reports, by means of which the teachers have been enabled to report 
monthly, the attendance, scholarship and deportment of their pupils, the 
branches of study pursued,the number in each branch, and the modes of 
instruction adopted by each teacher. 

This system of regular reports has been productive of marked and ben- 
eficial results on the schools generally, and has secured advantages which 
would be difficult to obtain in any other way. 

Some of the duties required of district officers are, — 

To attend to the financial affairs of the district. 

To have tha custody and care of district property. 

To provide and keep in repair the necessary appendages for the school 
house. 

To employ suitable teachers to take charge of the schools. 

To assist the teacher by advising and consulting with him in reference 
to the instruction, management and government of the school. 

To determine upon a uniform series of books in each branch, to be used 
Jn the school. 
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To visit the school, to examine iota the condition of the school and the^ 
progress of the pupils. 

The school register, the clock, the chairs, the charts, the maps, the 
black-boards, the chalk or srayon, the broom, the pail, the cup, the wash- 
dish, the apparatus, the stove and* pipe, the table and desks, within the 
honse^ the out door appendages, and the fuel near the door, (wood houses 
being pretty much out of the question,) have, during three hundred and 
sixty -four days of the year, (the other being the day of the annual district 
meeting) none legally authorized to look after them, but the district offi- 
cers. 

But the parents of the children have a higher, more extensive and more 
imperative duty than either. The morals of the children, their love of 
learning, their punctuality, their industry, or their irregular, idle, dissipa- 
ted, thriftless habits^ depend mainly upon the well-directed or mis-direoted 
e£fbrts of parents. It is vain to expect that good schools or good society 
can exist and flourish if parents relax their efforts and try to throw the 
whole burden and responsibility of educating their children upon their 
official servants and hired agents. 

Drawbacks. — Here we notice some of the drawbacks to the usefulness 
of the schools which may be removed by the people of each district. 

1. Irregularity of aUendance, — In many schools half the benefit is lost 
by reason of irregular attendance. Children are detained from school, 
oftentimes on frivolous excuses^ and sometimes without any excuse. For 
work, for play, for amusement, and for sheer idleness they stay at home, 
roam the fields, or lounge around public places, while the years of their 
pupilage pass rapidly away. We need an anxiety on the part of parents, 
and a public opinion that will not admit of absence from school for trifling 
causes. It is impossible for children to make satisfactory progress, who 
attend school only one or two days in a week. 

2. Want of uniformity in books, — Pupils of the same degree of advance- 
ment should be classed together in school exercises ; but where a conftision 
exists in the books used, this classification is impossible. The School 
Code (sec 53) puts the power to remedy this evil into the hands of the 
District Board. They should not hesitate to exercise the power when nec- 
essary. 

3. Bad situation of school houses, — Most of our school houses are un- 
inclosed. Many of them are situated so close to the roadside that the 
noise of passing vehicles disturbs or interrupts study, reading, recitation^ 
and every other school exercise. 

4. Bad repair of school houses. — In some districts, so much of the clap- 
boarding is torn off, as to indicate to a stranger that the work of demoli- 
tion has actually begun. In others the floor is broken through. In others 
the glass is broken out of windows and the latches are missing from the 
doors and remain so, from term to term. In others the desks are so awk- 
wardly built, or so broken down that it is impossible for pupils to practice 
in penmanship or do any other work requiring a desk. In some school 
houses the seats are so high and narrow that children cannot preserve a 
sitting position upon them for any length of time without great labor and 
even positive pain. In some, the plastering is off, and the walls so open that 
the room cannot be kept comfortably warm in a cold day. 
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*Need we wonder that children trj to escape such discomforts by stay- 
ing away from school. 

5. V^nt of means of instruction, — Although a few districts have sup- 
plied their school rooms with beautiful and useful sets of outline maps, 
Btill there is need of many more. 

Only one school has been supplied with primary charts suitable for a 
school room. 

In many of the schools there is either no black-board at all, or a very 
limited amount of black surface. In many cases black-boards are put up 
in places inconyenient to reach and unpleasant to use — as behind desks or 
in closets. The black-board should be not only the most conspicuous, but 
the most accessible object in the school room. Good teachers use it in 
teaching every branch, and it is hardly possible that there can be too 
much black-board in the school room. 

6. Lack of text hooks, — On this subject I wish to infroduce a paragraph 
from my last year's report, first premising, that I am more than ever con- 
yinced of the correctness of its sentiment : 

Many children attend school for months and years, destitute of, or 
•oantily supplied with the necessary aids to study. More than half th^ 
disturbances in our schools originate with this class of scholars. The 
poet has said 

^^ There always is some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

A trite but popular proverb puts the same sentiment in a more concise 
form, thus, 

"An idle mind is the devil's workshop." 

D. W. ROSENKBANS, County Superintendent. 

Note. — I would urge a careful perusal of the Report of Mr. Kosenkrans. It is full 
And explicit enough without comment. 

PORTAGE CITY. 

The public schools here, by act of the Legblature, approved Marc h 
11, 1859, are under the immediate control of a Board of Education, con- 
sisting of four commissioners appointed by the common council, and a 
city superintendent elected at the annual charter election. The burden 
of the management falls upon the superintendent. 

The schools are eight in number, with nine teachers, and are classified 
as follows : 1st. The high school with two departments. 2d. Three inter- 
mediate or grammar schools. 3d. Four primary schools. They are 
located in the different wards of the city and occupy seven buildings. 
Four of the buildings are school property, the balance are rented. The 
former have recently been refurnished with new seats and desks. 

A new building for the high school is in process of completion. It 
will be ready for occupancy about the 1st of January next. This build- 
ing is constructed of pale or yellow brick — is 40x60 ft. on the ground, 
and 36 ft. in height from the ground to the eaves. The basement is 12 
/t., and the &T8t and second stories, each, 13 ft. from the floor to the 
•oeiliDgB. Its coat when completed will \)e a\)Oul IJ^^OOQ. It is located on 
^ siaalJ knoll in the centre of the city, and axouTid \]^wft m\\ \i^ ^ \Va 
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ground or park of five or six acres, which is to ba adorned with forest 
trees and shrubbery. 

The present system has been in operation a little more than four yean, 
and during that time the schools have grown ftom three feeble district 
schools to their present prosperous condition. Their cost for the year 
ending August 1st, 1863, was $3,267 11-100, and the whole number of 
pupils upon the school registers 1,021, making the average cost per 
scholar $3.19. The schools were open ten months. 

Mr. Jas. H. Magoffin and Miss Abby O. Briggs, are employed in the 
high school ; Mrs. A. Cornwall, Mr. Geo. F. Richardson and Miss L. 
Waldo, in the intermediate schools ; and Miss M. Austin, Miss F. Waldo, 
Miss E. Hunter and Miss Elate Miller, in the primary schools. Seven of 
them are teachers of long experience, and six of them have been con- 
nected with the schools since their organization. Two of them are grad- 
uates of the high school, and all are good and efficient. 

Having been connected with the Board since its organization, first as 
commissioner and for the last two years as superintendent, to me it is 
especially gratifying, not only to report, but to witness the operation of 
a system, which, as Mayor, I pressed upon the attention of our citizens in 
1858, and have firmly and diligently prosecuted ever since. It will be 
additionally gratifying to know that the efforts of our young eity have 
met the cordial approval ot the Superintendent of Public Instruction of 
the State. Heney B. Munn, Oity Superintendent. 

Note. — I am happy to be able to bear testimony from personal observation — that 
the schools of no city in the State have improved more rapidly than those in Portage 
City during the past four years. The improvement was certainly needed. Much 
credit is due to the faithfulness and good judgment of Col. Guppey, former Super- 
intendent, as well as the present Superintendent and Teachers. Their Teachers are 
steadily employed and promptly paid in cash, both of which facts tend'- greatly to 
the improvement of schools, as many other places in the State can testify. 

CRAWFORD COUNTY. 

In answer to your circular of September 7th, respecting the condition 
and prospects of our schools, t submit the following report : 

In answer to question 1st, there have been seven new school houses 
built, one in Prairie du Chien has been enlarged at a cost above the aver- 
age of building new houses; many have been repaired and made more 
comfortable. One application has been made to me for permission to 
raise more than the sum allowed by law for building a school house at 
their last annual district meeting, which was granted. (1.) 

It is to be regretted that so many of our school lots are uninclos- 
ed, and without the necessary out- buildings. In my visitations I have 
tried to induce the district officers to bring the matter before the people 
at the annual meeting, and have succeeded in some instances. Some al< 
lowance must be made for the age of the settlement. I must say that as 
a general thing the people vote liberally for the support of schools, but 
the immense amount of non-resident lands and delinquent taxes, cripples 
their efforts. The people are getting tired of building log houses, and 
wherever a frame goes up, (several have been built axid TsiCiT^ ^\^ vol ^^\i.- 
templation,) they generally have them fitted up \uft\4.^ Sk^i^ox^vsi^^.^ ^^ 
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Teoommendation from your department. I have e^ery reason to hope 
that a few years will see very few of the old log school housss, and that 
most of the school houses will be supplied with the apparatus, maps, 
•charts, &c., necessary to enable the teacher to do his duty without 
•excuse. 

2d. At present the number of graded schools in the county is but two, 
€ach having two departments, (both in Prairie du Chien.) 

8d. The number of teachers examined during the year, 113 

Number rejected, • 27 

Number holding First Ghrade certificate which expires in April, 1864, 4 

Number granted First Grade this year, 1 

Number holding Second Grade, 6 

Number holding Third Grade, 81 

There has been a decided improvement in the qualifications of persons 
presenting themselves for examinatioB; many who were rejected last year, 
passed creditable examinations this year. The average improvement 
amounts to about 16 per cent. The number of teachers employed in the 
same school the previous year is small, but 15 : the habit of changing the 
teacher every term of school I consider a great evil, but in what way to 
apply a remedy is more than I can suggest. 

4th. The average of punctual attendance upon school in the country 
districts is rather low, from many causes, the distance from the school 
house, the parents requiring the assistance of the children in the field — 
bad weather — bad roads, in some cases poverty — in others, neglect or 

•carelessness on the part of parents. 

< 

5th. In many of our schools I find that vevy few visitors have troubled 
them ; although the people as a general thing do not visit the schools, 
they vote liberally in support of edAication, even the district officers in a 
large majority of cases neglect that part of their duty. I have never 
failed to call their attention to the penalty for neglect of this important 
<iuty. I must, however, say that there are many noble exceptions ; it is 
very hard, and in some districts impossible to get men to serve that have 
the time the talent and inclination combined, and it would be entirely 
impossible, were the law enforced, to compel them. 

While on this subject I would remark, that it is the opinion of many, 
I think I could safely say, a large majority, that the abolition of the 
Town Superintendency was a decided loss. It costs the town more for 
altering or forming new districts or settling little grievances, by having 
the Town Board and Town Clerk called together, than would pay the 
Town Superintendent, who could make all returns as usual and visit the 
schools of his town with the County Superintendent, two or three times 
in the term, whereas the County Superintendent cannot possibly (in this 
'County,) visit the schools more than once in the term. It would also be 
a great help to the County Superintendent to have some local officer to 
•consult with, and from whom he could obtain information about the con- 
dition and wants of the schools, and the location of the school houses, 
which dre in many cases placed in the most out of the way places to be 
^onnd in the neighborhood. (2.) 
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I have traveled many miles out of my way during the last two years, 
for want of the proper information. 

Joseph Evans, County Superintendent, 

Notes 1. — Mr. Evans evidently misunderstood the law. It is the duty of the town 
supervisors to determine upon such applications. Their certificate must be in writing, 
and must state clearly the amount necessary, in their judgment, to be raised. Be- 
yond this amount the district cannot go in the levy of a tax. See section 19, sub- 
section 6, chapter 165, general laws of 1863. 

2. I have no desire to see the town superintendency revived under its old form. 
If we can have the much needed township district system, the want now felt, of 
some town officer who shall take a special interest in the schools of the whole town, 
will be fully supplied. No man can do all the work that is needed in a large county, 
though far more is accomplished as a general thing by the county superintendent 
than was accomplished under the old system. It was hoped that district officers 
would attend faithfully to the duties assigned them. If a town can be organized as 
a school district, with suitable divisions into sub-districts, and all under the charge 
of one board, our system will be much improved. 

DANE COUNTY— First District. 

From the papers in my possession I find that there have been issued, 
certificates which are now in force, of first grade 7 ; second grade 6 ; 
third grade 187 ; whole number 194. Of this number 110 will expire 
next spring. 

A. B. P&ENTiCE, County Superintendent, 

Note. — This is but a meagre report from the first district because of the removal 
from the State of B. A. Barlow, who was superintendent up to October 6. Mr. 
Prentice has been but recently appointed. 

DANE COUNTY.— (Sboond District.) ' 

Very little, in the line of building and furnishing school houses, has 
been done during the past two years. Just now, however, some activity 
is manifested. A few buildings are being erected, and a few more ex- 
tensively repaired. It is a matter of regret and shame that in very many 
districts the school house is the poorest building in the neighborhood. 
Nearly all are furnished with a blackboard, but very few have either maps 
or charts. Some attention is being given to providing proper outbuild- 
ings for school grounds. The people are beginning to see that the habits 
of the child are not formed in the school room alone. (1.) 

We have no graded schools among us. The school at Mazo Manie, 
under the supervision of Mr. L. Hutchinson, has three departments, and 
more nearly approximates the graded school than does any other in my 
district. The one at Black Earth consists of three independent depart- 
ments. 

At my spring examinations 154 candidates presented themselves, to 
whom were granted as follows : 

Third grade certificates, , 84 

Second do 8 

First do 2 

Limited, , \^ 

Total, \\^ 
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At the fall examinations there were 82 candidates, 

Third grade certificates,, 62 

Second do 8 

First do 1 

Totel 66 

The fall examination shows a more thorough acquaintance with the 
primary hranches than does any previous examination. 

The teachers are beginning to look upon school teaching as a business 
worthy their best prepared efforts. There is a gradual improvement in 
the method of teaching manifested in the school room. Reading and Or- 
thography have evidently a new interest to teachers and schools. A con- 
siderable portion of our teachers attend the Normal School, and Normal 
classes of other schools, and the influence of these is apparent throughout 
the whole district. 

Eight teachers have taught two successive terms in the same districts ; 
and twenti/ have taught in the school where they taught the previous year. 

Extra efforts have been made to secure greater punctuality and more 
regular attendance, and I am happy to say, something has been accom- 
plished in thb direction. 

Parents seem not to realize that the years of child-life are of any 
account. Many schools are nearly worthless, owing to irregular attend- 
ance, and such schools draw as liberally from the public money as do 
others where the people appreciate their privileges and prevent the money 
from being wasted. 

The schools visited during the past summer were generally better at- 
tended than they were during the previous year. The visitor's list in the 
register presented a more commendable appearance than heretofore, owing, 
as I believe, to the earnest efforts of teachers in this direction. 

On the whole, I believe the interest of communities in School matters 
is steadily increasing. 

S. L. HoOKSB, County Superintendent. 

NoTB I. — There is nothing in the whole range of labor in the educational field that 
calls so loudly for steady, persevering efforts, as does this work of making the people 
realize the absolute necessity of provicUng suitable outbuildings for the accommodation 
of pupils at school. There are facts gathered from all parts of the State, that if 
narrated in their true light and bearing, would crimson the cheek of any human being 
for very shame. School houses ai*e found standing upon high naked prairies, and with 
windows upon all sides so low that persons within the house can easily see what is 
without, windows having neither curtains nor blinds, and yet no provision whatever is 
made for either sheltering or screening the young of either sex while attending to 
the inevitable calls of nature. A few dollars are saved, but will the money saved re- 
purchase lost refinement and sacrificed virtue ? Will it procure for the men and the 
women of a few years hence the lost jewels of modesty and chastity ? Will it quench 
the flames of passion that may be enkindled in the breasts of the young at a time 
when prurient imaginations often bear sway ? Will it restore wasted health, im- 
paired intellectual ability, and lost character? 

A school house without suitable outbuildings should be indicted as a public nui- 
sance. As I have passed through the State and found here and there a specimen of 
this kind of economy, it l^as weakened my faith in the boasted refinement of the 
American people. So long as a single plague spot of this kind remains, the efl'orts 
of all good men and women should be redoubled for its eradication. Within the past 
two jreara there has been marked improvement, and hope \a eukindled anew. 
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DODGE COUNTY.— (East District.) 

(no eeport.) 

DODGE COUNTY— (West District.) 

In accordance with law I herewith transmit my annual report of the 
condition of schools in the 18th Senate District of Dodge county, accom- 
panied with such information as I have heen able to gather from visiting 
the schools. 

I entered upon the duties of my ofl&ce on the 5th day of January last, 
and during the winter term visited eighty-five schools; very many of them 
I found in bad condition, no system, little or no government. In fact a 
large majority of the teachers were trying to keep school, or in other 
words killing time very effectually. 

School boards and patrons seldom, if ever, visited their schools ; it was 
with difficulty that school boards could be induced to visit their schools 
with me. I at once saw the necessity of thorough work on my part, and 
resolved that these great evils should be remedied. 

I am exceedingly gratified to be able to inform you that during the 
summer term, I found far less to complain of in all respects. Therefore it 
is hardly necessary to say that the subject of education, and educational 
improvements is taking a deeper hold upon the minds of the people of 
Dodge county. 

This is evinced by the more punctual attendance during the latter part 
of the summer term, as well as by the marked improvement to be ob- 
served in the government, general deportment and scholarship observed in 
all the schools visited. 

The average attendance, deportment and scholarship is full 100 per 
cent, higher. Teachers have taken courage and advanced from keeping 
school to teaching school. In fact everything pertaining to our schools 
shows an upward tendency that fills me with hope, and nerves me anew 
for the great work. 

Much of this improvement must be attributed to the progressive char- 
acter of the age in which we live, aroused somewhat by a thorough sys- 
tem of visitation, and going from house to house urging upon the fathers 
and mothers the importance of a generous co-operation with the Super- 
intendent and teachers in all matters connected with their schools. (1) 

Parents and school boards now show a decided feeling to co-operate 
with the teachers. Teachers begin to feel the need of higher attainments 
in their profession, and this desire is manifest by their work at the late 
examinations. 

During the summer, 1 have visited one hundred and twenty-one schools, 
and am able to say that in all, with five exceptions, the standing is 100 
per cent, better, far more energy, more system, decidedly more practical 
work. 

The 18th Senate District contains fourteen towns, which I divided into 
five inspection districts. The average time occupied by one examination 
was two days. 
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The following is the result of the spring examinations : 

Grade. 



/ • — ^ 



I. II. III. 

No. of Applicants: 268; passed, 4 7 141 152 

do do 21, do .« 3 6 7 15 

Total, ; 167 

Average st-anding first grade, 8( 

do do second do 8f 

do do third do 7{ 

do age of teachers, ^ 20{^ 

do experience, terms, 6| 

Oldest teacher, 45 years, with an experience of 25 terms ; youngest 
teacher, 15 years. 

I informed the teachers that I should keep Dr. and Cr. with them, and 
charge them on delivery of certificate with all the requisite of a first class 
school, and give them Cr. as I found they merited it on visiting their re- 
spective schools, and settle with them at the fall examinations. This plan 
had the desired effect, as the following will show. 

At the examinations just past, 146 applicants presented themselves as 

follows : 

Grade. 



1 
ft 



I. II. III. 

No. of Applicants : Ladies 115; passed, 4 4 84 92 

do do Gentlemen 31; passed, 2 3 17 22 

Total, 114 

Seventy three ladies have hcen examined for higher standing, and in 
every instance have shown decided improvement; average standing, 9 J ; 
eight applied for first grade, four succeeded, and four obtained second 
grade certificates. 

Many of our teachers express a determination to secure higher grade 
certificates at the next examinations ; all appear determined to press for- 
ward. 

We have some fine school houses in this county, but many are sadly 
neglected, badly located, uninclosed, improperly seated, entirely behind 
the means of the districts to furnish, and behind the age in which we live. 
Only one new house built this year. A large majority of the districts 
have made provision at the last annual meetings, for the general improve- 
ment of their school houses. Many will procure maps, charts and globes. 
In this district we have five graded schools, two have only two depart- 
ments, the others throe each, under the management of thorough compe- 
tent teachers ; several towns are discussing the propriety of establishing 
graded schools. 

Forty one teachers have been engaged in the same school during the 
past year, and about fifty will teach in the same district this winter. 

As an evidence of increasing interest on the part of patrons, I have to in- 
form you that the number of visitations have increased more than 100 per 
oeot, during the Bummer term, furnishing proof positive that they are 
sJ/fo to the importance of cultiyating brains , «La -v^W «l^ 'siVi^^^, «.\id oorn. 



19 

Tet it 18 unfortanate that many are opposed to the present xsystem, and 
prefer the old town superintendencj yet are unable to give any reason 
for their opposition. This is one of the legitimate results of ignoranoO; 
and will disappear with the slightest investigation into the great benefits 
already manifest in the present condition of our schools, and in the char- 
acter and standing of our teachers. 

It must be apparent to every discerning mind that the car of scientific 
teaching is destined soon to pass all over the land ; and that all who do 
not voluntarily ascend it, roust of necessity fall under it. It will carry^ 
of crush all within its reach. It will soon plainly appear, that all who 
neglect to avail themselves of the highest sources to procure the required 
knowledge to teach, and omit availing themselves of the new and better 
methods of conducting schools, must fall back into a by-gone age. There 
is DO such thing as standing still in this world. It is a world of progress, 
and all who are not moving onward, are relatively moving backwards. 

With these views, it will be my endeavor to keep these influences in 
active exercise ; that they shall neither slumber nor sleep, but tend, as I 
trust, to give an accelerated motion to the onward progress of education, 
the nation^s hope and blessing. 

H. B. Phelps, County Superintendent 

N0TB.--I. All Superintendents have found very much of the same general apa- 
thy, which, I am confident, arises not so much from real indifference, as from the hab- 
it of thinking that school officers and teachers alone are responsible for the sucoess 
or failure of schools. A few earnest words with the parent at his home may convince 
him of the great error there is in such a belief. The interest in schools should be as 
uniyersal as their benefits are designed to be. The school concerns every parent 
and looks to him for support and sympathy. The cold giving of money without the 
heart's going with it may or may not do good. It is very much like sowing seed 
blindfold, or dispensing charities without limit or thought as to the character of re- 
cipients. It is, to say the least, imprudent and unwise. Sympathy must go with 
pecuniary support to make it effective. Very much money expended upon schools is 
worse than wasted, because those who should have watched its expenditure have been 
earless of their highest interests. 

DOOR COUNTY. 

Sinoo my last Annual Hoport to you, I have held eight public examin- 
ations and seven special cxatninations ; h ive granted thirty certificates ; 
have rejected seven applications ; have made thirty-seven visits to schools. 
My county is about one hundred miles long by sixteen to twenty wide, 
and not one mile of public conveyance in the counts. I have traveled 1142 
miles, 1022 on foot, for school purposes the past year, (I). There arc twen- 
tj-nine districts in the county, an increase of four districts the past year. 
Our county, in common with all new counties, has sufiFereil from delin- 
quent taxes, rendering it almost impossible to hire teachers, or to pay 
them at the expiration of their term of office. 

Want of uniformity of Text Books is a graat detriment to the schools 
of our county. In my district the past ye.ir, I have found a great varie- 
ty, from the speller, printed in Dublin, in 1845, to Sanders' and McGuf- 
fey's more modern scries. Query ^ would it not be for l\i(i \iQi^X. \w\.^x^^\. ^^ 
towns or districts to famish tost books ? (2). 

Irregulmtf ofattoadaucQ is a crying evil of tlie ac\iT>o\^ \»^ ^^^^ ^^"^>^^'^^ 
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and has a very great tendency to discourage, and detract firom the success 
of good teachers. Query ; as the month of August is our most oppress- 
ive month, and the month in which scholars are most useful at home, 
would it not he well to have a vacation at that time? (3) Query ; would 
not Legislative action be beneficial to compel the regular attendance of 
scholars ? 

Door county is improving fast in school room accommodations, but yet 
is sadly deficient. - We want more commodious and better ventilated school 
rooms, maps, globes and school apparatus, and what we most want is the 
active cooperation of school boards and parents with the teacher. 

M. E. Lyman, County Superintendent. 

Notes. — 1. Mr. Lyman shows commendable energy in his work and confirms the 
truth of the Proverb, ** Where there's a will there's a way," if no highway. 

2. School districts may, under the law, furnish books to indigent pupils at the ex- 
pense of the district. Others, who are able to purchase, should feel its importance 
enough to secure books. 

3. Many schools are so arranged in the farming communities, that the vacation 
occurs in August. It would be better were it always so. 

DOUGLAS COUNTY. 
(no report.) 

DUNN COUNTY. 

You are doubtless aware that the settlements in this county, as well as 
in this portion of the State, are generally new, and hence our school 
houses are not as good and well furnished as those of older settled por- 
tions of the State. I think, however, our county will compare favorably 
with adjoining counties in regard to number and quality of school houses. 

No. of new school houses built during the year : 

No. of log school houses built during the year, , 2 

...do... frame do do do 3 



Total, g 

No. of whole districts organized during the year, 11 

...do... joint. do do do......... 4 

Total* 15 



Many of the old houses have been much improved during the year. 
We have no school houses in the county furnished with apparatus, and 
but one furnished with maps. 

No, of graded schools -with two departments, , 1 

No. of Teachers examined during the year, 51 

No, holding 3d grade certificates, 43 

do 2d do 8 

do 1st do — 

Average qualifications as compared with previous year about 1 J per cent higher, 

No. employed in same school the previous year, 3 

General average of attendance of pupils upon school during the year about, G75 

There is quite a 8atisfactory improvemexit m V^'ft ^^^otXrcdva-t of our 
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schools, considering that the great scarcity of teachers compels us to em< 
ploy some whose standing will not warrant a graded certificate, and who 
teach under certificates limited to certain districts. 

The progress made by the pupils comes fully up to my expectations 
and I observe quite an improvement in our teachers, both in management 
of schools and modes of teaching. 

The patrons of our schools, notwithstanding they generally evince a 
commendable spirit of enterprise and interest in the education of their 
children, by way of building school houses, supporting schools, &c., I am 
sorry to say, almost wholly neglect the important duty of visiting their 
respective schools. 

I believe our present school system gives general satisfaction, and as a 
whole is perhaps as good as any that can be devised at the present time. 
Still, as you request it, I will give you my objections to one particular, 
to-wit.: the mode of fixing the salary of County Superintendents in 
sparsely settled counties. I think there are just as good reasons why the 
salary of a County Superintendent should be fixed by law, and be uni- 
form in counties that number 1000 inhabitants, as in counties that num- 
ber 15000. I know that the law does not definitely fix the salary in the 
more densely settled counties, but it does fix a limit within which the 
County Board must act. If nothing better could be done, I would be in 
favor of extending the limits to all counties, thereby making the salary 
more uniform in similar counties throughout the State. As it is we find 
one county gives double what another does for the same amount of labor. 

I am, however, personally opposed to the County Board fixing the sal- 
ary of any county officer, and especially that of County Superintendent. 
All must see at a glance the opportunity it affords for personal and po- 
litical favoritism and partiality, and nothing, I think, will more effectually 
defeat the objects of the system, than the placing of the salary at less 
than the duties of the office can be performed for. In my opinion the sal- 
ary should be fixed by law throughout the State, at graded amounts, in 
proportion to the population of counties. (I). 

Wm. H. Smith, County Superintendent. 

Note. — 1. The salary of tlie County Superintendent should, without doubt, be 
proportioned to the value of his services. It is questionable whether the Legislature 
can make a better estimate of this than can the Supervisors of the county, and 
whether such fixing of a minimum salary would disconnect the office from politics at 
all. Under the present mode of determining the salary of the County Superinten- 
dent, some cases of hardship may arise, but as a general rule it has worked well. — 
The limit might be placed upon counties having not less than 4000 inhabitants. Be- 
low that number the schools must be very few and often scattered. To say that the 
salary of no County Superintendent should be less than $100 for instance, would pay 
two or three Superintendents of the State very unjust salaries, since they have but 
two or three schools to visit, and those very near each other, while in the majority of 
cases the Board of Supervisors would make the minimum established by the Legisla- 
ture the salary, and would not pay enough for the services of him who should be 
compelled to travel long distances to visit the very few schools of a sparsely settled 
county. 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY. 

You are fully aware that it is scarcely seven yeata aiwc^ V)cl\^ ^^\x\i\.^ ^^^ 
organized, or we bad either a school district, 8c\ioo\ \vo\x^^^ w ^ ^Oct<^^. 
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Ton can well imagine the condition in which I found the pahlio school 
interests when entering upon my daties two years since as connty super- 
intendent. Many of our school houses were of the rudest sort, scarcely 
fit for pig-pens ; still showing that these interests were not wholly forgot- 
ten. The last two years has witnessed quite an advance in the erection 
of new, and repairing old houses, — many of them a credit to the districts 
and the intelligence of the people. In the village of West Eau Claire we 
have a very respectable two-story building, the upper room of which was 
finished ij^t season, and is a credit to any village, being perhaps the best 
school room within 50, if not 100, miles of this place. The school is di- 
vided into two departments, numbering over 100 attendants^ and ia very 
prosperous. It is evident that we need more room and more teachers. 
We lack apparatus, as it is difficult to get the people to feel the need of 
it. The school interests in Eau Claire are suffering greatly for the want 
of suitable room. It is greatly to the credit of the place that they have 
voted and let the contract to build a fine house the coming season, for a 
graded school, capable of accommodating five departments. There is 
also a liberality respecting the matter which is quite commendable. The 
only trouble is that we are one year too late. 

While there has been much advance in the qualification of teachers, 
there is yet a great lack, both in numbers and qualification. What seems 
to be needed most is a Normal class in each county for a month or two, 
and a law requiring all teachers falling below a certain grade, either in 
their examination or in theory and practice, to attend. The great diffi- 
culty is, they do not know how to teach, or fail in appropriate discipline. 
I can say nothing encouraging as to patrons, save that in many places 
they are liberal in voting money and in paying wages. There has been 
a great advance in regular attendance, and this I find to be in those places 
where I have been able to gain a hearing by the patrons in my lectures. 

A. Kidder, Countjf Superintendent, 

Note. — For seyeral years past there have been Normal Institutes held in Eau 
Clause, and always well attended. The number of districts is small, and all have 
been faithfully visited by the Superintendent. As in many other localities the river 
running through the village, or rather dividing the villages, is an obstacle to an 
economical and successful grading of schools. No school system can be as success- 
fully carried out in a small village as in a larger. To make a complete grading 
economical, numbers are required, and no district can be too large so long as its limits 
are within reasonable distance from the school house. If our friends at Eau Claire 
could unite their interests so far as a high school is concerned, they would derive great 
benefit from it. 

FOND DU LAC COUNTY. 

At the spring examination of teachers in the month of April there were 
247 applicants for certificates. At the fall examinations in September 
there were 67 applicants. I issued 198 certificates to teachers in the 
spriog, and 64 in the fall. About half the applicants in September, had 
received certificates in April. In addition to these, certificates have been 
granted to 18 applicants who could not be present at the public examina- 
tions in April and September. 
More than two thirda of the applicants in April were young ladies, and 
»boat 40 of these have been attending achoo\d\xT\n^\\ife*\ixs«aftttoc^ualify 
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themselTes more thoroughly to teach a winter school. Full ona-fovrthy 
if not a larger number, of those who taught in the summer purpose attwid^ 
ing school during the winter to secure to themselves a higher grada of 
scholarship. Fifteen certificates have been granted limited to particular 
districts, and about fifteen teachers who have received certificates in this 
county, have been engaged in teaching in adjoining counties. 

The county Teachers* Association that was formed a year ago, hold its 
annual meeting, in June last, at the city of Fond du Lac, and was largely 
attended. To make that occasion an interesting one to teachers and the 
citizens of the county generally, so as to secure their attendance, essays 
by young ladies and orations by young gentlemen connected with the 
schools, were solicited. The first day was devoted to the reading of the 
essays that were contributed, and to the orations by the young gentlemen. 
Addresses were also delivered by the State Superintendent and by Sen- 
ator Howe. (1.) 

The second day was devoted to lectures, and discussions connected with 
the teachers' profession. The State Superintendent who was present, ad- 
dressed the teachers. About a hundred and fifty teachers were in attend- 
apce, besides a large concourse of citizens from different parts of the 
county ; and I have reason to believe that the public sentiment of the 
county was very favorably affected towards our public school system. 

A Teachers' Institute for Fond du Lac County and the west district of 
Dodge County was held at Waupun, on the 5th of October, and continued 
for one week. Mr. Pickett of Horicon, was invited to preside. His great 
experience and liberal scholarship enabled him to conduct the exercises of 
the Institute in a very instructive and interesting manner. It was a 
delightful and profitable occasion. About 200 teachers were present from 
the two counties, but all of them did not have their names enrolled as 
members. A full report of the doings of the Institute is being prepared, 
and will be sent to the office of the State Superintendent. 

Daring the year, two new school houses have been built in the county, 
and many of the old ones have been better provided with black-boards. 
Bipon City, 1st ward, has a graded school with two departments, 2d ward 
has a graded school with five departments. Brandon has a graded school 
with two departments. Waupun Village, north ward, has a graded school 
with three departments. 

The Tillage of Taycheedah, has a graded school with two departments. 
* East Rosendale, has a graded school with two departments. In many 
other towns the subject of graded schools is under consideration. 

Of the certificates granted during the present year, 14 were of the 1st 
grade, — 40 of the 2d grade, and the remainder of the 3d grade. 

Great improvement has been made in the qualifications of teachers 
daring the last two years. This has been clearly manifested not only in 
the public examinations of teachers, but also in the improved order, in- 
struction and discipline of the schools visited. A great amount of hard 
study has been performed by most of the teachers, and they seem generally 
to be animated by a strong desire to excel. 

The business of teaching is becoming every day more reai^e<ita.\i\^» 

Teachers of the common schools are no longer Ixe^^i^^ «i^TCL«t^ ^j»Owi^ 
msLSters and school mistressea. They are rising to a \i\o^ex ^Q^va\ '^^^'^- 
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tion. By becoming better scholars and more intelligent and aceomplisbed 
teachers, they are elevating their profession and drawing to themselves 
the confidence, respect and support of the whole community. 

E. Root, County Superintendent, 

Note. — 1. It was my good fortune to attend this common school commenoement and 
I can bear testimony to its merited success. The County Superintendent had taken 
much pains to make the exercises interesting and profitable. The essays, read at the 
request of their authors by a gentleman of Fond du Lac, were creditable to the young 
lacUes writing them, and the orations pronounced by the young men evinced much 
thought and careful training. Although mainly a conmion school exercise, some 
young men connected with Brockway College appeared upon the stage. The practi- 
cability of such a gathering in connection with a teachers' association was fully estab- 
lished, and its benefits will long be felt in that county. I trust other Superintendents 
will follow the example and give the people of their counties the opportunity of know- 
ing how much the schools of a county may do for the mental and moral elevation of 
the young. The orations and the essays were selected from many presented, by a 
committee previously appointed by Mr. Root, and were such as they deemed best 
suited to the occasion. T regret much that the city of Fond du Lac was not repre- 
sented. 

FOND DU LAC OITY. 

I have been prevented by sickness from an earlier reply to your letter 
of the 11th ult., and I can now only give you a very imperfect report rel- 
ative to matters referred to. We shall be able another year I think, to 
give you full and complete statistics relative to our schools. I send here- 
with a table of statistics relative to schools, teachers, scholars, school 
houses, and expenses, as complete as I am now able to make out. Since 
the date of this report we have completed four new school houses with 
accommodations for 384 scholars. 

I intended when I received your circular to have given a more particu- 
lar statement of our school matters, but I find I must send this or nothing. 

G-EO. B. Eastman, City Superintendent. 
Fond du Lac City Schools. 

High Schools, 1 

No. High School Teachers, 'J 8 

Grammar and Intermediate Schools, 4 

No. of Teachers in Grammar and Intermediate Schools, 8 

Primary Schools, 12 

No. Teachers in Primary Schools, 12 

Average wages paid Male Teachers, per annum, $1000 

Average wages paid Female Teachers, per annum, $240 

No. of Scholars enrolled in High School, 119 

No. registered in other Schools,....., : 1,929 

Average attendance in High School, 70 

Average attendance in other Schools, 1,060 

Rate per cent, in High School, 96. 7 

Rate per cent, in other Schools, , 90. 3 

Annual Expenses per Pupil. 

High School upon average attendance, $25.00 

Other Schools upon average attendance, $5.08 

Whole cost per Scholar upon average attendance, $5. 44 

Total cost per Scholar upon No. registered, $2. 96 

School Houses. 

Built and owned by District, 6 

Number of seats, , 915 

Booms rented for temporary use, 4 

Number of seats, • ^'^'i* 
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NoTB. — I take great pleasure in endorsing what the Superintendent says, in his an- 
nual report, upon qualifications of Primary Teachers. <' There is a notion somewhat 
prevalent, that young and inexperienced teachers will answer very well for Primary 
Schools, and hence the custom of paying the smallest wages to such teachers. This 
is all wrong. It is the clearly expressed conviction of those who have given most 
earnest thought to this subject, that the best teachers are needed for Primary Schools. 
In no other grade of schools are the personal character and qualifications of the 
teacher so directly felt. It is all important that these should be such as to insure a 
right direction to the first efforts of minds that are opening to an endless existence. 
The most responsible position in graded schools is that of the Primary Teacher. — 
These Teachers, therefore, should be engaged with especial reference to their peculiar 
qualifications for the position they are to occupy, and should be paid^ not with re- 
spect to the position, but their qualifications for it. A well tried and approved Pri- 
mary Teacher should always be retained at almost any price. It is much easier to 
fill a vacancy in the Higher Departments than in this." 

GRANT COUNTY. 

I cannot see that the educational interest has been lessened by oar 
great and protracted struggle for National existence. Facts seem to indi- 
•cate that the greater the amount raised by soldiers' aid societies, by pri- 
vate and public contributions for our sick and wounded, and by tax^^ 
direct and indirect, to put down rebellion, the more anxious are our 
people to have their children at school, and their schools improved. 

The following are facts not included in the annual report ; their com- 
parison with former figures proves all that I desire : 

No. of 8d grade certificates given during the current year 256 

do 2d do do 12 

do 1st do do 12 

do local do do 10 

do applicants for 3d grade certificates, 840 

do teachers who can answer 90 per cent of the questions for a 8d grade cer- 
tificate, 60 

do who can do the same for 2d grade, 12 

do do do 1st grade, 12 

do do answer 80 per cent for 3d grade certificate, 60 

do do do 70 do do do 70 

do do do 60 do do do 26 

do do do 50 do do do 41 

do active teachers who cannot answer 60 per cent, 10 

Average age of teachers, 21 

Average No. of terms (8 months each,) taught, 9 

Oldest teacher 67 years ; taught 78 terms. 

To answer 50 per cent, of the questions proposed at the late examina- 
tions, requires at least three times the amount of learning that it does to 
answer 50 per cent, of the questions proposed at any previous examina- 
tion. This fact considered, the results of the late examination, compared 
with those of the preceding one, should encourage our law makers as 
well as the friends of education. 
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RB8ULT8 OF THB PRECEDINQ EXAMINATION. 

Ho. of applicants at Ray School House, 10 No. ReceWed Certificates.... 4 

do do Lancaster, 8 do do 3 

4o do Fennimore, 18 do do 7 

do do Boscobel, 14 do do 9 

do do Muscoda, 4 do do 8 

do' do Platteyille, 84 do do 18 

do do Hazel Green, 12 do do 6 

-do do Potosi, 10 do do 4 

do do Tafton, 42 do do 26 



Whole number, 147 79 

Percent, of applicants who receiyed certificates, 68 

RESULTS OF THE LATE EXAMINATION. 

Vo. of applicants at Yellow School House,... 2 No. Received Certifioatee,... 2 

do do Lancaster, 9 do do 8 

do do Potosi,.. 6 do do 6 

do do Jamestown, 8 do do 8 

do do Hazel Green,... 8 do do 8 

do do Platteyille,... 89 do do 85 

do do Muscoda,» 4 do do 2 

do do Boscobel, 6 do . ^ ^ 

do do Fennimore, 6 do do 5 

do do Tafton, 40 do do 83 



Whole number,.. 128 106 

Per cent of applicants who received certificates 86 

The space alloted to this part of mj report will not admit of figures, 
bat they can be produced to show that teachers have made more improve- 
ment in their systems of teaching and government, than they have in their 
learning ; that there is a great improvement in the attendance at school, 
attention to study, deportment of pupils, and in the interest of patrons, 
as shown by their increased number of visitations, and by their more fre- 
quent cooperation with the teachers. 

These happy results are the offspring of our improved system of educa- 
tion. 

Teachers' institutes, teachers' drills, school visitations, educational lec- 
tures, test examinations, graded certificates ; the State, county and town 
school superintendency, are all indispensable wheels in the great educa- 
tional machinery. Let but one be struck out and the loss is incomputable ; 
only another, and the great plan is near a failure. Not like the universe 
infallible, it needs the watchful care and hearty aid of all who have 
the ability to work. 

I would be happy to announce the existence of even one graded school 
in this county. It is within the power of Beetown, Boscobel, Cassville, 
Hazel Green, Lancaster, Muscoda, Patch Grove, Platteville, Potosi, Wing- 
ville, and perhaps other towns, to establish and support graded schools of 
a high order, such as should rank with our first class academies. The 
citizens of Boscobel are already in earnest : they have voted the neces- 
sary tax For a beginning ; they have drawn their plan for an additional 
building; the work is commenced, and I hope that before another year is 
pMBi the brilliant light of their graded ftdlooV WV\ vw«lVw\ NJaa ^^xm^tut 
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eduoational element of its sarroanding towns, and cheer the thinkers and . 
aotOTS day by day, until the county shall be dotted all over with graded 
sohools. 

The Hazel Green public school, under the superintendency of Charles 
H. Nye, aided by three female teachers, is fast emerging into a graded 
eohool. The leading men are convinced that such a school is needed, and 
their plans are all having reference to that object. 

When the schools of Syracuse, New York, were completely established, 
the large flourishing academy, after struggling for one or two years, was, 
in epite of the liberality of its wealthy friends, obliged to surrender to 
those people's colleges, and its costly edifice stands as a monument, not in 
justiee, perhaps, of folly, but of the victory and glory of their graded 
schoois. 

The history of that once proud institution of learning is the history of 
many others that have fallen. Let not the past be lost to the future. 

But I would not be misunderstood. There is no need of confliet. Bo 
different from circumstances where master teachers are found in every 
neighborhood, and schools can be set in motion in a day, are those in 
nearly all parts of the West, that our academies can flourish for many 
years to come. Their success is the success of the common schools, 
saeh is their almost vital connection with them, as the following faota 
mnft prove : 

To the academies alone our teachers are compelled to look for instmo* 
tion. Had it not been for them I might have worked in vain to secure 
the present results. 

On looking at my examination book, I find that the whole number of 
teachers who have received instruction during the last three months, at 
the three schools, Platteville Academy, Lancaster Institute and Tafton 
Seminary, is one hundred and sixty-one. Judging from no formal re- 
ports but reliable facts, the whole number of days attendance of teachers 
can not be far from fourteen thousand. I have no doubt that, during the 
next three months, these numbers will be increased. 

The citizens of Platteville are entitled to great praise for their liberality 
in building two fine and spacious school houses. They will accommodate 
five hundred pupils. The schools are improving, and there is no reason 
why they may not become first class graded schools. 

With a hope of improving the attendance at schools, enlisting the in- 
terest of patrons and securing more hearty cooperation, I gathered from 
sixty-three schools, the following facts : 

No. of spools visited, 63 

No. of pupils attending the same, .' 2,425 

do present on the days of visitation, 1,669 

do absent do do 766 

.• do present having no books,.., 196 

do'. do needing books, 567 

do do having no slates, • 660 

do do do slatepencils, 767 

do do and idle for want of slates, &c., 613 

It is found by actual caJcuJation, that for want o? \iOo\a^ ^^\«^ «^^ 
penojkf, those sixty-three Bohooh lose in one teim oi \Ja.x^^ TCiwv'Oaa^'s^^'^ 
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only 41,684 days, but 8950 56 paid to teachers for work impossible to be 
done. (1). 

Of 2,425 pupils who pretend to go to school, only 1,657 are found pres- 
ent. This evil would not be as great if the same pupils who are present 
one day, could be so the next. The schools are not thus fortunate. These 
facts, however startling, are evils not to be compared with those of idle- 
ness, idle habits, mischief and unnumbered attendant evils, the most cer- 
tain results of deficiency in slates, &c. 

Possessed of the foregoing and other facts, I was . Arepared to make a 
demand upon the people. I gave fifty-three lectur^. Nearly all were 
well attended. I spoke in every town but one. I have not been disap- 
pointed in the results. The number of pupils sent to school without 
books, slates and pencils, is rapidly growing less. With proper attention 
this one evil will soon cease to exist. 

Increased attention is being given to the arrangement and seating of 
school rooms. The slab seats and long rows of desks, are condemned; 
the double desk and seat, once considered a remarkable improvement, 
should be. Health, convenience, economy, beauty, system and order, all 
require the single desk and seat. 

The evils resulting from the almost universal practice of changing 
teachers once or twice a year, are beyond computation. Children &om 
term to term are put back in their studies, required alternately to learn 
and unlearn, until their school days are over and their minds worthless 
and miserable wrecks. The habit of changing becomes " second nature.' ' 
It affects all our business transactions and fastens its fangs upon the very 
vitals of our government. Let teachers prepare themselves to make their 
stay long in the same school ; let schools cease their changing of teach- 
ers, and let a mark of dishonor be placed where it belongs. 

My plans for laboring, have thus far been successful. To make them 
such, it was necessary &r me, in the beginning, to lay out the work tor 
many years, with a view of securing at fixed periods certain results. I re- 
gret that the space forbids my naming even the particulars of those plans. 
But may I not hope that better ones will be adopted by my successor. 

David Parsons, County Superintendent. 

Note. — I regret that I have been compelled to cut out some parts of Mr. Parsons* 
Beport, on account of its length. But I would call special attention to the state- 
ments in regard to time lost by children through want of proper books. This is an ' 
evil of enormous magnitude. It cannot be overestimated. I trust the example set 
by Mr. Parsons will be followed and the facts be disclosed, until the people are 
aroused to a realization of the importance of supplying their children with books. 
Time lost can never be made up. Money lost will more than overbalance that saved 
by such neglect. In case of indigent children it is the duty of the district to furnish 
books at public expense. The evil habits fostered cling to the scholar through life. 
Discouraged because not progressing as rapidly as their more fortunate fellow pupils, 
they lose interest in school and acquire a distaste for its exercises, which prevent 
very rapid progress when they are old enough to secure books for themselves. Each 
Superintendent while visiting schools should make this a matter of inquiry and of con- 
versation with patrons when he visits them. 
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GREEN COUNTY. 

I will endeavor to give a succinct Report of tlie condition and prospects 
of the schools in this county for the year ending August 31st, 1863. 

First — as regards school houses : 

It will be seen by my statistical Report, that we have twenty-six built 
of logs, and of course many of them old and dilapidated, and not at all fit 
for a school room — indeed unfit for anything. 

Is it not strange that parents expect their children to acquire a knowl- 
edge of the sciences, and the common civilities of life with such surround- 
ings ? I have observed that our best teachers can accomplish but little 
under such circumstances, and that the deportment of the pupils, is, to a 
great extent, influenced by them. 

During the year past tnere have been built in the county two frame 
school houses, — very good structures and well arranged, except in regard 
to ventilation ; in that respect they have set the physiological laws at defi- 
ance. 

According to my statistical Report^ there have been raised in the county 
$2,515.00, for building school houses, which are now being built. 

The amount raised for maps, charts, apparatus, &c., is only the pitifiri 
sum of 848.75. It is to be regretted that so many districts that are abun- 
dantly able, should neglect to furnish their school houses with the neces- 
sary appendages. 

Second — as to the number of graded schools : 

There are three having two departments ; one in the village of Monroe ; 
one in the village of Monticello, and one in the village of Juda. There 
are three having three departments each * one in Monroe, one in the vil- 
lage of Brodhead, and one in the village of Albany. 

Third — as to Teachers : 

The number of teachers examined during the year for all grades is 290 

The number holding First Grade Certificate, 5 

do do.... Second Grade... .do, 5 

do ......do.... Third Grade do, 68 

Of the number of Third Grade Certificates granted last spring, fifty-two 
were limited to six months, which accounts for the smallness of the num- 
ber holding Third Grade Certificates. 

I have often heard the remark " That teachers had studied much better 
under the present system of school supervision than under the old one," 
which I think is the case. 

I think their answers the present year will average near 10 per cent, 
better than the year previous, and that a greater improvement still, has 
been made in regard to the management and government of schools. (1.) 

I find only about thirty employed in the same school which they taught 
the previous year. I think many districts are too fond of change in this 
respect. Some are not satisfied with a good teacher, because they do not 
visit the school, to know what it actually is, and others are very well pleased 
with an ordinary one for the same reason. 

As to the general average of attendance — I cannot ^i^^ak d^^\i\\A^ ^^"s*^ 
have no statistics; I think however, it is on t\ve \iiQtft«i^^\i>5A.*^»^'^'^^"^ 
helow what It should be. 
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I am happy to report great improvement in the general deportment of 
pupilfi, and good progress in their studies ; brought about bj improved 
methods of instruction^ and a more thorough drilling of classes, adopted 
in our schools. 

Since the distribution of the new school code, district officers and pat- 
rons generally have given more attention to their schools than before. In 
my hurried visits among the schools^ I have frequently prevailed on the 
officers of the district to go in with me, that they might see what was 
wanting, and they have promised to pay more attention to the school in 
future. 

I am unable to make a Report satisfactory to myself, as I have more 
fichools under my superintendence than I can well look after. To visit 
one hundred and twenty-five schools in three months, one must see two a 
day, and lose no time, and that I have endeavored to do. Thus much is 
suomitted, with the hope, that under the new code, our schools^ through- 
out the state, will improve to the satisfaction of all. 

W. C. Green, County Superintendent. 

NoTB. — 1. It is the almost unirersal testimony of Superintendents that Teachers 
have improred yery much In their mode of answering questions. This alone would 
not indicate a very healthy state of things. Book-knowledge is easily acquired, and 
may be so acquired as to enable its possessor to pass a better examination and still 
not become a better Teacher. It is with pleasure, therefore I find coupled with the 
report of better knowledge that of better ability to teach. Book-knowledge is yaloable 
only as it may be applied. The art of application cannot be tested by any written 
•or oral examination. Certificates giyen to Teachers upon such examinations are not 
perfect eyidence of ability to teach, nor should Teachers so regard them. Each per- 
49on holding a certificate should by all possible means seek to cultiyate tact in goy- 
emment and in instruction. It sometimes happens that the better qualified, accord- 
ing to the certificate, shows the poorer qualification as tested by practice. 

GREEN LAKE COUNTY. 

I suhmit tho following brief report : 

Since one year ago, one school house that then was in progress of con- 
struction has been finished, and in style and convenience is equal to any 
in tho county. This is located at the village of Marquette. Another, 
nearly completed at Kingston village, is to be finished with taste, and its 
style is to be in keeping with the demands of the age. The school houses 
of Green Lake county, on an average, are as good as in most counties of 
the state ; but poorly furnished with maps, charts, &o. 

There are four Graded Schools of two departments each. 

The result of my examinations during the past year is as follows : 

SPBINQ EXAMINATIONS. 

Orade. 



t ^ , 



I. II. III. 

No. of Applicants : Ladies 86; passed, 2 77 79 

do do Gentlemen Itf ; passed 8 8 11 

Priyate do Ladies 4; passed, 4 4 

2btsi. .,.,.,..,.. - * M 
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FALL BXAMINATIO1I0. 



Qradee. 



t ^ , 



I. II. in. 

Ko. of Applicants : Ladies 11; passed. 1 9 10 

do do Gentlemen 8; passed,.. 10 6 7 

Priyate Examination : Ladies 4; passed, 8 8 

do do Gentlemen 11 ; passed, 11 11 

Total, 81 

No. of IHstriot Certificates given during the year, 4 

Of the above number, eighteen were employed in the same school the 
past year. 

About thirty four who have taught in the county are engaged for the 
winter term. The general average of punctual attendance of pupils upon 
school is about 70 per cent. The deportment of scholars has very much 
improved since two years ago. At that time the usefulness of about thir- 
teen of our schools was almost entirely destroyed. This was owing to the 
self-will of a few of the large scholars, whose organizations physically and 
mentally, unfit them for the discharge of duties required by the discipline 
of any well regulated school. What to do with this class of individuals 
has puzzled the minds of many of our district officers, but the rising intel- 
ligence of the age will in a measure overcome these obstacles in the way 
of education. (1) 

Improvements in map drawing, and the study of orthography, are very 
clearly seen in our schools, they being forty per cent, better than they 
were two years ago. 

With very few exceptions I have visited all of the schools in the county, 
during both the summer and winter terms, and suggested improvementg 
where I thought they would elevate their condition or raise the standard 
of instruction. 

I have held no Institute as yet this fall, but have postponed it until the 
holidays, having been requested to do so by several of our most active 
teachers, many of them — owing to the scarcity of help — being obliged to 
labor until the opening of their schools, while others were away at Apple- 
ton and elsewhere attending school. It will therefore give mo an op- 
portunity while visiting their schools to urge upon each teacher the im- 
portance of being there to labor for the cause of education. 

N. C. id GIT, County Superintendent 

NoTB — 1, The usefulness of many schools is impaired, if not utterly destroyed, by a 
class of unruly pupils whose wills have never been educated. It is in part the fault 
of former teachers and in part the fault of homo influences. Many of these **hard 
cases " may be permanently reclaimed by judicious treatment. Pbr the utterly irre- 
claimable one course only remains — that of removal from school. Their pernicious 
influence mast prejudice the interests of other pupils and on this account the gen- 
eral good demands their expulsion. These cases, I believe, are very rare, much more 
rare than is generally supposed. Almost every heart has some tender spot that may 
be found by the careful Teacher. Time is requisite to find it, hence the Teacher 
needs patience and perseverance. Interest in the welfare of the unruly must be 
manifested, hence the Teacher must have sympathy. Help may be needed — ^tho 
Teacher will therefore secure parental cooperation, and h^ T[\«l^ ^iv^ Wi^ViN^ ^'^ttOT 
bears his mother a more powerful weapon than whips audbaxa. '^v^ti^ teAi^ X^^vi^a^ 
who arstf now turned oyer by Teachers as incorrigible. 
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IOWA COUNTY 

I answer briefly and hastily your interrogatories on the subjects present- 
ed in your circular, dated September Tth. 

1st. I am able to enumerate within my jurisdiction, five new school 
houses, built during the present official term. Three of them have been 
built since the date of my last Annual Report. In plan, size and structure, 
these houses are an improvement upon the average character of school 
houses within the towns where they are located. The schools of Iowa 
county are, with very few exceptions, destitute of illustrative apparatus, 
maps, charts, &c. 

2d. The number of graded schools, properly so termed, and in efficient 
working order, is limited to two. This subject is receiving my careful at- 
tention in districts where the principle of graded schools admits of ap- 
plication, and I trust at the end of the next ensuing year we shall be able 
to report progress. 

3d. Since the date of my last annual report I have examined one hun- 
dred and seventy-five applicants for teachers' certificates, of whom ninety- 
six hold certificates of the third grade, and three, certificates of the sec- 
ond grade. Of limited certificates, I have issued forty-three, a majority 
of them being to teachers of standard qualifications and tried merit, but 
who for some sufficient reason were absent from the public examinations. 
Thirty-three applications have been rejected. I am glad to be able to re- 
port an advance in the average qualifications of teachers as compared with 
the previous year, witnessed not so much in the greater ability with which 
the written examination is sustained, as in the more earnest and thought- 
Ail zeal of the teacher in his important work, in practical and experimen- 
tal e£Pbrt in the school room, and in professional ambition. (1.) The 
number re-employed in the same school is not worthy of remark, nor are 
the facts in this particular, modified as they are by circumstances, to be 
generalized as evidence for or against the efficiency of our teachers. 

4th. My notes taken during school visitation, do not exhibit an in- 
creased average of punctual attendance of pupils upon school during the 
past year. For this defect, in this county seriously impairing the pros- 
perity of our public schools, I am able to assign two operating causes, 
viz.: the unusual prevalence of contagious and epidemic diseases, and the 
home necessities of our farming communities growing out of the draft 
upon our working men for recruiting the army. In general deportment 
and progress in study of pupils, the advance is correlative with the awak- 
ening enterprise of teachers. (2). 

5th. Respecting the fifth point upon which you ask for information^ 
viz.: the interest felt and manifested by active work on the part of pat- 
rons, I think that in this county but small results are yet noticeable, as the 
effect of the present system. While the example and efforts of many in- 
dividuals are gratifying, diffused and enlightened zeal, proving itself in 
constant and consistent effort, must in many localities be found a plant of 
slow growth. The present system is, however, universally regarded with 
favor in this county, and the general improvement of the public schools 
under its operation conceded. 
Jf%A respect to future legislation I have little to propose. I believe 
^Iie perfection of /egislation will have \yeeTi di^co^ex^^ qtiVj '^V^xi ^L^ ^klll 
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and faitbftilness of all its executive officers shall ensure the' complete suc- 
cess of whatever system may be for the time in vogue. (3.) With these guar- 
anties of success, I believe the system of County Superintendency is fully 
adequate to the wants of our schools. 

A. J. Slye, County Superintendent, 

Notes. — 1. It gives me pleasure to bear my testimony, together with Mr. Slye, to 
the greater zeal of the teachers of Iowa county. For the efforts they have made they 
deserve credit. I would not be understood as singling out Iowa county, for through- 
out the State there is generally marked progress in the right direction. 

2. If attendance upon the schools continues during present times as good as it 
has been in times past, it really indicates advancement. 

3. The law is but a dead letter, except as it lives in the zeal and energy of those 
who administer it, and the best law may prove an utter failure, unless sustained by 
enlightened public opinion. 

\ 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

Our county haS) in many respects, made a decided improvement in edu- 
cational matters. The ground work for a general reformation is evidently 
laid. The interest of teachers, parents and the friends of education gen- 
erally seems to be aroused, and as I said in my last report Jackson county 
does not propose to remain inactive, but is advancing steadily. Within 
the last two years several tasty and commodious buildings for school pur- 
poses have been erected, and there are now several more in contemplation, 
each trying to excel the other in neatness and in securing the comfort of 
the scholars by adopting the modern improvements in school edifices and 
school furniture. In many of the districts not able to build and to keep 
pace with the age of improvement, but still retaining " The Old Log 
School House," I also find some improvement. The old-fashioned, high, 
backless benches, with the feet of their little tortured occupants dangling a 
few inches from the floor, are removed, and others, better adapted to the 
comfort and convenience of the children, are used. A majority of the 
districts have adopted a uniformity of books, which is another mark of 
improvement, and many have voted taxes to procure outline maps and 
other necessary improvements in the school room. 

We have no graded schools yet, but the plans are quietly maturing, and 
it is hoped, that, if the war tax does not become too burdensome, we will 
have at least two during the coming year. 

The teachers institute, commencing on the 16th inst., was well attended 
and was a success ; it went far beyond the expectations of all. The lec- 
tures, essays and instruction by the different teachers would have been a 
credit to older counties more used to conducting institutes. 

At my fall examination I granted but f«ur third grade and two second 
grade certificates. I have endeavored to keep the standard high. I did, 
however, grant a few certificates for districts, during the year, between my 
public exaininations, which I now regret very much, and if I should act 
as county superintendent a life-time I would not do so again. I think that 
schools without teachers are far better off than those employing such 
mock teachers. 

In our county association we have adopted the plan of ^«Avi\\i^\i»\i<v^\- 
ary certificates to all regular members holding 0Qi\i\&c^\A% itQ\a >i)Ev<^ ^q»^qsl- 

3auPT 
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ty superintendent and who attend the institute, not absenting themselyes 
from two sessions (of a half day each,) without a reasonable excuse, (the 
form of which find enclosed). 

As county superintendent I feel well pleased with the future prospects 
of our county, and have every reason to believe that we will yet rank 
among the first in the State. 

J. K. Hoffman, County iktperintendent. 

Note. — The plan adopted by the Jackson County Teachers' Association, of grant- 
ing an honorary certificate to members, is calculated to work well whererer it ia 
properly managed. Such certificate should be made to mean something, and should 
not be given indiscriminately to all members, but only to such as are industrious 
working members. The following is a copy of the certificate referred to : 

Teachbrs' Association, Jackson County Wisconsin. 

honorary certificate. 

This is to certify that is a member of the Jackson County Teachers' Asto- 

ciation, and by strict attendance upon the exercises, and interest manifested in 

the adyancement of education in this county, is hereby recommended by this asso- 
ciation as a competent teacher in all the common school branches. 

— — , President 

, Secretary. 

By reference to the report of Mr. Hoffman, it will be seen that this certificate is 
given only to such as have a third grade certicfiate. Some statement of that kind 
should appear in tlie honorary certificate itself. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

In this county, outside the city of Watertown, three new school houses 
have been erected during the year ; one frame, and two brick. Several 
old ones have been newly covered and otherwise suitably repaired.' Pre- 
parations for other improvements have been made, but the work is not 
yet done. 

There are six Graded Schools ; three having three departments, and 
three having but two departments. For the last fifteen years I have been 
very much in favor of the system of Graded and of Union Schools ; and 
I think now, that every village, every compactly settled neighborhood of 
persons, who fail to establish and maintain a good Graded School, fail to 
profit by their position for their own and their children's best good, pecu- 
niarily, educationally, and morally. But perfect fairness demands the ac- 
knowledgement of one fact, which I had not foreseen, and that is, where 
the village Graded School prospers the interest in the other schools in 
town seems to lag, and I have noticed with deep regret, that in proportion 
to the success of the one is the failure of the others. The reason is ob- 
vious, but the remedy is not so patent to my mind. (1.) 

Last spring two hundred and five applicants presented themselves at 
my public examinations. Six received second Grade Certificates, ninety, 
third Grade, forty-six received partial or six months' Certificates, and sixty- 
three failed. 

This fall one hundred and forty applicants presented themselves at the 
pnblio examinations, Ono received a first Grade Certificate, three second 
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Grade, one hundred and three third Grade, twenty^one partial or six 
months' Certificates, and thirteen failed. 

The requirements in the two examinations were as nearly equal as pos- 
sible, and the result shows commendable industry and improvement. 
Many of those who failed in the spring succeeded handsomely this fall. 

Three persons, (one lady and two gentlemen), now hold first Grade 
Certificates ; nine persons, (six ladies and three gentlemen), second 
Grade; and one hundred and seventy-five hold third Grade Certificates 

Decided improvement in the practice of teaching is noticeable among 
those who have had previous experience. In this connection I take plea- 
sure in adding my testimony to that of many others, of the important 
beneficial results of good Normal Instruction. (2.) In some instances 
a visit of ten minutes time has been sufficient to learn the fact of the 
Teacher's having been the recipient of such instruction. 

With a few notable exceptions, tastefulness of dress, tidiness of person 
and school room everywhere prevail. 

The reports show an increased general average of punctual attendance 
of pupils upon school. 

The great obstacle of obstacles in the way of greater improvement, is 
the want of interest manifested by parents. To remove this, in some mea- 
sure, I have held Teachers' Institutes in ten different places in the county. 
From this course a little good has come, but the obstacle is not removed. 
Parents talk well, and feel deeply, but the record shows ftw visits, 

Alonzo Wing, County Superintendent, 

Notes — 1. The experience of Mr. Wing is not peculiar. The results noticed are 
almost everywhere apparent. It is not the fault of the Graded School, but the 
fault of the system, which allows so many independent districts, the better part of 
whose pupils are taken out to swell the attendance of a school which has no interest 
in its neighbor^. Let the township system be adopted, and make the Graded School 
the head of the system, then the primary and intermediate schools will be benefited, 
and the Central School will itself be interested in the success of the others. I can 
suggest no better remedy. 

2. Facts like these are worth far more than the most powerful arguments in favor 
of NonAal Schools. 

JUNEAU COUNTY. 

By your request I transmit to you a brief report of the condition of our 
schools. 

Four school houses have been built during the past year. In conse- 
quence of hard times, or perhaps want of interest in school matters, the 
log school house, hastily thrown together, when lumber was high and 
hard of access, is made to do. It can hardly be expected that such struc- 
tures will be neatly fenced or beautified. . I have observed that the teach- 
ers generally keep them quite clean and wholesome by frequent scrub- 
bing and sweeping. Some improvement has been made in furnishing 
school houses the necessary out buildings, but to the shame of most, this 
matter is entirely neglected. 

Black-boards have been quite extensively supplied, but only two sets of 
maps and charts have been purchased, We have in \\iA <^Q^\k\»^ ^(2b2t%^ 
graded schools — two haviog three departments and onft^ tiifi. 
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I have issued nearly three hundred certificates since my term of office 
commenced. Of this number one received a first grade, and nine, second 
grade certificates. 

Most of our teachers are young. During the past summer their aver- 
age age was not above eighteen. But they manifest commendable zeal in 
self-improvement. During the past two years hundreds of dollars have 
been expended by them for books. (1.) Our institutes are well attended. 
The present term of our Normal School of twelve weeks, has had an at- 
tendance of about eighty who hold certificates. (2.) About sixty of 
them have had previous experience in teaching. A respectable number 
of our teachers are retained in the same schools. But few district quar- 
rels have occurred ; and no certificates have been annulled. 

There has been considerable complaint of non-attendance of pupils. 
The causes seem to be, in part at least, the distanae of pupils from the 
school, the abundance of berries, and the Indian scare. Our county has 
furnished a large number for the army ; hence many of the children are 
detained from school to labor. 

I think the general deportment of the pupils is fair. Some few schools 
might be called unruly. Some school houses indicate a characteristic of 
Jonathan in the whittling and carving line. Perhaps the seats and desks 
suggested to him that they needed a little finish. Bough logs, high nar- 
row seats, rickety desks, and broken stoves, with stone legs, will never se- 
cure respect from irreverent boys, or inspire them with a love of the beau- 
tiful or true. 

Patrons do not generally visit their schools More sympathy and co- 
operation on the part of patrons would ensure greater efficiency. 

Some complaint has been made that this and that ^^good scholar " and 
<^ fine teacher'' has not been licensed, as a hundred or more have been re- 
jected. But teachers of studious habits, and people of intelligence have 
approved the sifting process. It is believed by such that the three thou- 
sand children of the county are as valuable as " my daughter who is not 
able to work out," or "my brother's son who was educated in the East." 

As I shall retire from the county superintendency at the elose of the 
present year, I gladly return to the school room, in which I have labored 
more than twenty years. Here I propose to aid teachers in preparing for 
their great and noble work. 

H. C. Wood, QMtnty Superintendent 

Notes. — 1. No Teacher can be successful without study. The increasing demand 
for works treating on the matter of teaching is encouraging. Too manj haye taught 
because it was the easiest way to get a living. They have cared little or nothing for 
their profession, and of course have only dishonored it. No Teacher of years gone 
by can rely upon his success at that time as a guaranty of future success. He must 
keep pace with the times. To this end he must read. He who will not study the art 
of teaching ought not to call himself a teacher. 

2. As in Waupacca and Waushara counties, so in Juneau county, protracted Insti- 
tutes, more properly called Nbrmal Institutes, have been held. From personal obeer- 
Yation I can bear testimony to their worth. Except in Waushara county they were 
connected with High Schools. The Superintendents who had charge of them have 
been faithful and successful in their work. Teachers also have shown commendable 
zeal in their studies, and have made marked improvement in both the science and art 
ofleMebhig. 
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KENOSHA COUNTY. 

In compliance with your wishes, I make the following report of the ed- 
ucational interests of Kenosha county : 

Many of our school houses in this county are good, etill a few are de- 
cidedly poor, and the progress in the way of improvement for the past 
year lias been slow. We have erected the last season two buildings, one 
costing three hundred and the other six hundred dollars. The last men- 
tioned was built at Liberty, is a very fine building, and seated with Ban- 
ian's patent seat. The house is ^rnished with a set of Pelton's Outline 
Maps, Page's Normal Chart, a large globe, and an excellent black-board. 
We believe this is the only district in the county that has purchased any 
apparatus during the year. 

We have one graded school, with two departments, located at Wilmot, 
a small village in the southwest corner of the county, and much credit is 
due the patrons for the effort they have made in securing to themselves a 
good building and school. 

We have examined one hundred and forty teachers. Ninety-one hold 
third grade licenses, seven second grade, and two first grade. 

Our percentage of failures is not as high as it was last year, and our 
examinations have been more rigid, which fact is good evidence of the 
improvement of qualifications of our class of teachers. 

Nine teachers continue in the same school the second year, a feature 
that some of our district officers begin to appreciate, and one which we 
hope will be still more appreciated by many. 

Our monthly reports, from teachers, show an increase of general interest 
on the part of parents, and a disposition te aid and assist the teacher, by 
more frequently visiting the school, and requiring their children to be 
punctual and prompt in attendance. In this small county we have record- 
ed two thousand and twenty-one visits from parents, school officers and 
others, and the percentage of tardiness is full twenty- five per cent, less 
than laat year. The percentage of atteadance of those enrolled as schol- 
ars, is about fifteen per cent, higher than it was in our annual report, made 
to the Boltrd of Supervisors last fall. (1). 

We stated in our first report that many of our teachers had enlisted in 
the army, and now we are obliged to record the names of more who have 
gone to do this nation service, and perhaps sacrifice their lives upon the 
altat of our country. 

Our Normal school of four weeks, under the supervision of M. M. Rice, 
was a success. Very instructive lectures were delivered by Rev. J. B. 
Pradt, editor of the <' WUconsin Journal,'' Mr. Craig, of Madison, Rev. 
N. Woodworth, Prof. I. Stone, of Kenosha, and Mr. A. Van Wyck. 

Three years ago we organized a CoHinty Teachers' Institute, and have 
so far well sustained it. A number of the towns have successfully sup- 
ported Town Teachers' Associations during the winter months, and the 
town of Salem has supported 'such an organization for three years, meet- 
ing eaoh month with a crowded house. (2). 

In conclusion we would say that there seems to \)ft a ^^u^x^iX xc^xxs^vci^'^^ 
of patrons^ teaobers and soholara, and we trust t1iat t\i^ ^^xs^e^MviXi^ vo.- 
^re0i8 of Keaosba will well compare with her aiatet co\iu\.\^^. 

B. L. DODGR, Couutij SiiperxnUmvdexvi. 
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Notes. — 1. As stated elsewhere, the punctual attendance of pupils will keep pace 
with parental interest. The people of Kenosha county have learned this fact and 
are determined to act upon it. 

2. The Teachers' Associations organized in county and towns must result in great 
good to the schools. Much more may be learned of the Art of teaching through 
these local associations conducted entirely by the teachers themselves, than in any 
other way, if we except actual practice in the school room. 

Such gatherings should call out the teacher's ability to teach, by requiring him to 
conduct a class through a regular recitation previously assigned. At the close of the 
recitation the class should carry on a friendly criticism upon the method employed. 
Great care should be taken that these associations do not degenerate into teachers 
circuses, where trained hobbies are brought out for the amusement of the spectators. 

Kenosha {^Yy.— Since this report was sent to the printer, a note from Mr. I. Stone, 
the Principal of the High School, gives some items with regard to the city schools, 
not contained in the statistical report, which I add here. The Principal of the High 
School receives $1, 000 per annum ; male teachers in the Grammar Schools, $400; 
the two Assistants in the High School, $850, and in the other Departments the teach- 
ers receive $226. The High School has about 1000 volumes in the library. The 
first week in July twelve graduates were honored with diplomas. The High School 
this fall is very full, perhaps fuller than ever before. The senior class numbers thir- 
ty-five, ten young men and twenty-five young ladies. There are seats for one hun- 
cbred and twenty students and one hundred and seventy-five enrolled, so that many 
are obliged to study in their rooms and then come and recite. The High School room 
is adorned with some thirty six ornaments, including pictures, busts and statuettes, 
and is furnished with a splendid organ worth $400, from which there is music seven 
times a day, accompanied with singing by the school four times a day. The last 
year's course of study is much the same as the English studies of the senior year in 
most of the colleges. 

KEWAUNEE COUNTY. 

Id addition to the anDual report required of each county superintend- 
ent, I beg leave to presefnt a few additional facts and suggestions, as they 
have occurred to me while engaged in my official duties in this county 
during the past year. 

Although the county is yet quite new, and all its educational , as well 
as industrial interests are in their infancy, yet, taken as a whole, the con- 
dition of our schools is all that can be expected, and will compare favor- 
ably with any of the newly settled counties of the State ; indeed, we are 
proud to be able to say that we have some scholars, who have never had 
any better school privileges than are found in the district schools of a 
sparsely settled and thickly wooded country, whose attainments in the 
common branches of an English education far exceed many of those 
who have constantly been under the tuition of some of the best teachers 
of the older villages and cities of the State. (1.) 

But as it is the duty of every faithful officer to give a truthful account 
of the interests committed to his charge, we would not refrain from point- 
ing out the wants and necessities of our schools, as well as offering such 
suggestions for improvement as have ocurred while visiting the different 
schools under our supervision. 

The greatest wants, observable in this county, are better school houses, 

with better arranged seats, desks, stoves and windows ; the most of them 

sre hnih of logs, — not in itself objectionable, — but poorly built, badly 

lighted, iDBu&eientlj warmed, and totaWy devoid of comfort^ convenience 

or pleasure. With such houses it cannot \^ exi^Wil^^ >i)ci«A. <:^^^t«vi ^wa.Y'^T- 
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sue tlieir studies with any hope of advancement. As the first houses were 
huilt some five or six years ago by our newly arrived settlers, it was not 
possible to do better, but now, after the lapee of several years, and the 
natural improvements which have taken place all around us, it is time that 
we should set ourselves vigorously to work to improve them ; else, with- 
out the re-construction and improvement of our school houses, how can 
we expect our children to make any improvement in their studies ? 

SoHOOL Houses. — During the past year there have been but two new 
houses erected in the county, and, with slight exceptions, no improve- 
ments made on the old ones, nor have there been any additions to the school 
furniture, while nearly all are entirely destitute of school apparatus, 
maps and charts. 

Graded Schools. — We are sorry to say that we have not sufficiently 
advanced, nor is the number at any one school sufficient to require or de- 
mand grades, except in two instances, those of districts No. 1, in the towns 
of Ahnepee and Kewaunee, where it will be necessary, ere long, to divide 
the school into two grades. 

Teagheas. — During the past year we have examined thirty-one appli- 
cants for certificates, to all of whom were granted third grade certificates, 
except three, who were rejected on account of inability. All of those 
holding certificates are striving ^^ith commendable zeal to improve them- 
selves and their scholars. 

As a result of the new county system we find that a better class of 
teachers are applying for certificates from term to term, and in conse- 
quence our schools are getting the benefit of better qualifications, which 
was very much needed. In fact, the teachers themselves admit the supe- 
riority of the system, as it effectually sifls the chaff from the wheat, and 
really good teachers are known and appreciated. (2.) 

Pupils. — ^The irregular attendance of pupils is another cause of re- 
gret ; but here, where all are hard working farmers, it is impossible to 
secure anything like a regular attendance; but we think if the great 
injmry to their children could be seen and realized by the parents, much 
greater efforts would be made to prevent so much absence from the school 
room. 

Pabents. — We are sorry to say that the parents and school officers are 
very dilatory about visiting the schools. Having built school houses, 
voted money, hired a teacher, seen the superintendent around visiting the 
schools, they think their duty at an end ; far from it. Besides all this, 
they should personally visit the school room as often as possible, to see it 
the teacher doss his or her duty ; see if the scholars are learning any- 
thing ; see if they are comfortable, have suitable seats, desks, books, with 
good fire and water. It is the universal complaint of the teachers, and it 
is substantiated by our own observation, that it is almost unknown for 
parents to visit the school room, consequently they know nothing of the 
good or evil report they hear ot their teacher. This ought not to be so ; 
parents should see to it that the teacher and scholars are encouraged by 
frequent visits, and a hearty co-operation with all that tends to their mui* 
tual improvement. ^ 

From a careful obaervation of the workinga ot ftift eoxxxiXrj ^-^-^ 
denej during the past s, we are con&deixt VJmA. \\»\i%a^ ■ 
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means of a great improTement ia the general welfare of the schools, hav- 
ing materially assisted in a better uniformity of books, instruction to 
school officers and teachers in their duties, and a better method of con- 
ducting the exercises of the school room. But with all its benefits we 
have one important amendment to propose, and that is, that there should 
also be a town superintendent in each town to attend to the local matters 
of his town ; to advise and counsel with the different school boards, and 
to carry into effect the requirements of the laws and other matters as he 
may be directed by the county superintendent. 

With the experience of the past two years, and a full knowledge of the 
condition and wants of our school, we shall set out upon the duties of 
the coming term with renewed hope and courage, and shall make it our 
constant aim to advance the interests of both teachers and scholars, and 
hope to be able, with'the next annual report to present still greater advance- 
ment and improvement in the condition of our schools than has ever be- 
fore been witnessed. 

D. D. Garland. Qmnty Superintendent. 

Notes — 1. It is not absolutely certain that a ** sparsely settled and thickly wooded 
country " is not better adapted to intellectual growth than Tillages and cities. Suoh 
a country is generally settled by an enterprising population. The children partake 
of the spirit of their fathers. The circumstances surrounding them demand economy, 
frugality, patience and perseverance. The physical exercise demanded strengthens 
the body and has a healthful effect upon the mind. There are less exciting scenes to 
draw the student from his books, and less temptations to vicious indulgence, which, 
dampens mental activity. From the experience of years, I am glad to believe that 
the country furnishes stronger minds than the city Attainments may be less by 
reason of Umited time, but there is no mental dyspepsia, no hot-bed growth. 

2. The benefit here referred to, is worthy of note. Teachers are enough like 
other people to be desirous of occupying such a position as their merits warrant. 
The system of examinations and of certificates has encouraged all worthy teachers, 
who now receive the credit they deserve, (each certificate showing the standing of 
the teacher, ) while it has left out of the profession some of those who are not worthy 
a place in it. 

LA CROSSE COUNTY. 

The Annual Eeport which I sent you for the year 1863 is imperfect in 
many respects, yet I think it more accurate than that of last year. I have 
taken much pains to have it correct, and yet the item of number of day's 
attendance is worthless. Some clerks will not take the trouble to make 
correct reports, while others are incompetent. 

I will answer the points upon which you wish information, in tht order 
in which they occur in the circular. 

School Houses. — -There has been one new one built during the past 
year — that being a fine brick house in district No. 6, in Barre. Three 
more are contracted to be built next spring. Many improvements have 
been made during the year, such as pamting buildings, fencing grounds, 
re-arranging seats and desks, and building out -houses. More than a doz- 
en have been built during the year. There are now but ten school houses 
in the county without this appendage. (1.) The furniture in most of 
tlie A oases Is poor and badly arranged, seats and desks being too high for 
tlie size of pupils who occupy them — ^tlie \x)^©»t %^«A. vcl m%xk^ cases being 
16 iaobes from the fiooT, What greatet toitui^ cqu\^ \i^ \xA\ft\fc^^^wv 
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obildren of tender years, than to require them to sit for six hours each 
day upon such seats and at the same time breathing the vitiated air of an 
un ventilated and perhaps overheated school room ? It is not strange that 
many of our schools become almost depopulated before the close of every 
winter term. There are 24 houses without a chair — 4 having no pail and 
cup — 9 having no black-board. There are 6 that have outline maps — 4 
that have a map of the county and 2 a map o/ the seat of war. 

There are but two Graded Schools in this county, those being in La 
Crosse and each having three departments, with an average of 80 pupils 
eacb. 

Teachers. — The whole number of persons examined was 121, of which 
number 92 received certificates. Five received certificates of the first 
grade, iwo of the secondy sixty-one of the third, and twenty-four limited cer- 
tificates. Applicants passed more creditable examinations than last year. 
Particularly is this the case with those who have been examined before,prov- 
ing that they have applied themselves to those branches in which they were 
the most deficient. I am satisfied that the teachers of this county are 
anxious to become worthy of the certificates which they hold, and are not 
content with present qualifications, but are improving every opportunity 
for self culture. It is true that there are teachers, who care for nothing 
except to obtain a certificate, kill time, and get their pay, but the number 
ofthatclaaf is growing smaller and beautifully less each term. The 
average standing of teachers during the year 1862 was 67 per cent., and 
that of 1863 is 74 per cent., being a gain of 7 per cent., though the actual 
difference i& greater, as the questions were more difficult the present year. 
Only four were employed in the same school the previous year, though 
many who taught last winter have taught the same school this summer. 

Districts change teachers far too often. Much time is lost in this way, 
as it takes some time for pupils to become acquainted with teachers, and 
teachers with the capacity of pupils. The general average of attendance 
upon school is much better than last year. In no direction has there 
been more improvement than in that. This has been brought about, in 
part, by a system of reports, but more from the extra efforts of teachers 
and the co-operation of patrons. This is a move in the right direction, 
but it will yet take years to correct this evil. 

The number of persons of school age who have not entered the school 
room for a single day during the year, in this county, is 1,643, and the 
number of days lost from absence by those who attended school is 39,727, 
and number of tardinesses 11,754, and time lost 500 days, making a total 
loss of 261 school years of 7 months each. The actual percentage of at- 
tendance is greater than that shown by the report, being just 78 per cent, 
daring the year. The improvements noticed in the schools visited were, 
better order — more system, and more interest in study. School houses 
and grounds looked more neat than before. The habit of whispering has 
been almost broken up during the past year. In two thirds of the schools 
I did not notice a con^imunication during the half day of my visit, while 
before that it was unusual to find a school where the practice of whisper- 
ing was not universal. (2.) Although there liave\>^eTi'l^ Vm\is^^xws^\^- 
rons and Bchool o&cera to one of previous "years, ^\.\\\ \)^^x^ \& ^ ^gtftaN* 
apBtbf ID tbia respect, and I know of no way ot cutm^ VXiwsl o^SN^. ^"^^ 
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thing is encouraging, school officers are making more effort to obtain well 
qualified teachers, and I trust it will not be long before it will be impos- 
sible for poor teachers to obtain situations. There is nothing, however, 
which encourages me so much as the increased interest on the part of 
teachers. If we can have good teachers we can soon have good schools. 
Our teachers are wide awake, anxious to excel, and many of them are at- 
tending school during vacation. It appears to me that something should 
be done to bring teachers out to the public examinations. Many will stay 
away and then have an excuse which you are expected to accept, when, 
oftentimes, were the facts known, the excuse would be groundless. Were 
they required to pay 81.00 for an examination at other times than public 
ones, I think there would be less applying for private examinations. In 
conclusion, I will say that upon the whole there is much to encourage us^ 
inasmuch as at times like the present we should not be disappointed if our 
schools went backward. 

P. S. Elwbll, County Superintendent. 

Notes. — 1. La Crosse county most certainly deserves praise for her humanity and 
refinement in this respect. But what shall be said of the ten? May their number 
be rapidly diminished. 

2. No more serious evil exists in our schools than the evil of whispering. How 
shall it be corrected — can it be entirely broken up — are questions often asked and with 
difficulty answered. It appears from this report, that as interest in schools increases 
both on the part of Teachers and Pupils, the whispering mania is cured. Give the 
child employment in which he is interested, and he will have little time and less incli- 
nation to whisper. Idleness is the root of this evil. Strike at the root, and not at- 
tempt to cure it by lopping off the branches here and there. Self control is one of 
the most important lessons to be learned at school. In the discipline of the school 
room more attention should be giyen to the cultivation of this habit, then less time 
will be spent upon reforming those practices that spring from neglect of it. In a lit- 
tle time, I believe a public opinion may be created in a school, that will correct the 
evil of whispering as well as many other evils, more surely and more speedily than 
arbitrary rules or restraints will do it. 

LA FAYETTE COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request I submit the following brief report of 
the condition and prospects of the schools in this county. For your con- 
venience I shall condense as much as possible. 

Ist^ School Houses. — ^These, as regards comfort and convenience, in the 
great majority of instances, fall far short of what they should be. There 
seems to be, however, a righting up of public sentiment in this respect, in 
many places. Six new houses have been built during the past year, or 
are in process of completion. Something has been expended for maps, 
charts, etc., but scarcely an approximation towards what is needed. The 
walls of most of our school houses are as bare upon the inside as without 
— not a map, or chart, or picture (save now and then a charcoal or jack- 
knife sketch by some embryo artist) to relieve the monotony. Several 
schools have been supplied with outline maps since the date of my last 
statistical report. 

2nd, Graded Schools. — There are three of these in the county, with 
two departments, and but one with three departments. 

3d, TEAcn'ETiH, — Number examined during the past year 177. Of these, 
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127 hold certificates of the third grade, and 8 certificates of the second 
grade. A marked improvement is manifest over last year's examinations. 
The ayerage qualifications this year, as compared W;th last, I cannot ac- 
curately give, as diiSerent questions have been used, and perhaps more 
difficult ones. There seems to be a growing determination on the part of 
teachers to fit themselves better for their work This has been evidenced 
at the Institutes and is now apparent from the seeming lack of teachers to 
supply the winter schools — many having expressed a determination to go 
into the school room again as scholars, rather than as teachers. 

4th, Pupils. — The average of punctual attendance upon school, has 
been considerably higher this year than last, although there has been a 
lamentable neglect in that regard. Teachers have been required to make 
monthly reports of punctual attendance, tardiness, general deportment^ 
etc. These exert an influence upon the scholar directly, quite as much as 
upon the teacher, and thus indirectly again upon the scholar. Upon the 
whole, despite conflicting circumstances, I trust some advancement has^ 
been made during the past year, but much, very much is yet to be done* 
to bring the schools of La Fayette county up to that position which they 
should occupy. "While the " new system," if judiciously managed, is 
destined to work much improvement in our schools, its deficiency, so often: 
suggested, should certainly be remedied as soon as practicable. The 
missing link should be supplied. The town clerk is not properly a school 
officer, and is seldom chosen, perhaps, with any reference to the school^ 
duties which he now has to perform. Should not these, then, and other 
duties devolve upon some special school officer in each town, one who8# 
duty it shall be to watch over the interests and report the condition and 
progress of the schools of his town ? No one man can visit, supervise and 
become sufficiently acquainted with the condition, wants and peculiarities 
of each school in a county. The substance of these suggestions has been 
presented before. I simply offier them '^ in the rough'' as embodying my 
views, without going into detail. (1.) 

J. B. Parkinson, County Superintendent. 

NoTS— 1. Mr. Parkinson adds his testimony to that of many others who feel the 
need of the **missing link." Admitting that the present system of school districts 
is to be continued in force, this link of a school officer for each town should be sup- 
plied. But this would increase officers, while the same end may be secured, as it 
seems to me, in another way. By adopting the township district system the town 
school board will answer the purpose now served by the district boards, and wiU 
also perform the duties of the officer who, under the present system, seems to be 
needed. 

I would here call attention to that part of my report bearing directly upon this 
subject. 

LA POINTE COUNTY. 
(no rbport.) 

MANITOWOC COUNTY. 

(no report.) 
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MARATHON COUNTY. 

A few days since I had tlie pleasure of forwarding you my annual re- 
port. There is manifest improvement upon last year, but I am sory to see 
so many imperfections, and cannot be reconciled to it. The only satisfao- 
tion I have is that I have endeavored to interest the Teachers, and urge 
upon the District Clerks the importance of the register being kept right| 
and every item noted in their reports. 

Some new districts are being organized. There have been built during 
the year two frame and five log school houses. 

Three schools have been furnished with Pelton^s Outline Maps. In the 
Village of Wausau we have a Graded School with two departmentSj and 
will need another soon. The school house is two stories and convenient^ has 
five Blackboards — Outline Maps and two clocks, and will soon be furnished 
with a bell, and enclosed grounds, improved and adorned^ 

Fourteen have been examined by me and received a third Grade Certi- 
ficate. As regards their qualifications, compared with those who taught 
last year, there has been improvement. Three taught in the same sohool 
last year. Some young ladies get married, and others from outside the 
county, are not employed again. 

The attendance of pupils is not reported so that an average may be as- 
certained. In Wausau the attendance, as reported by the Prineipal at the 
examination, was ninety-seven per cent. 

Our schools have improved in deportment and punctuality, and also 
have made satisfactory progress. 

The schools throughout our county have received more visits and better 
attention from patrons than heretofore. In some school districta the 
officers have found time to visit where heretofore there has been a total 
neglect. There is not a hearty and active cooperation on the part of 
many school officers, but a disposition to shirk responsibility; true diere is 
improvement, but nothing like what it should be. 

If officers have no children, they care but little for the school, and con- 
«equently don't visit the school. (1.) 

I have been able to awaken an interest in many of the districts in a 
united effort to obtain better qualified teachers, and in our school at 
Wausau we are raising up some, so that we shall not be as dependent as 
heretofore for teachers from other parts of the country. 

The most of our schools are in their infancy. Our county is but newly 
settled. The population moves slow, and their farming interests occupy 
all their thoughts, 'and they seem not to care for the education of their 
<3hildren as they ought, but our motto is " Onward.** 

Charles F. Halset^ County Superintendent. 

Note — 1. The experience of Marathon county may be more general than I sup- 
pose, but it is not unusual to find the warmest finends of schools among intelligent 
people who have no children of their own to be educated, but who feel that they 
have an interest in the proper education of the children of their neighbors. Such 
persons view this matter not as a personal benefit so much as for the general good, 
which in their wisdom they consult. 
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MARQUETTE COUNTY. 

In accordance with yonr request, I herewith submit the following supple- 
mentary report of the schools of this county for the past year : 

Daring the year our schools, in common with all enterprises requiring 
peonniary aid, have felt the effects of the times. Although it has been 
admitted in many instances, that there existed a want of better school 
baiJdings, yet save in one instance, the people have not felt able to erect 
'ftJiem. One substantial frame building is in progress of erection, and will 
'be ready for the winter school. At Montello, at the last annual meeting, a 
ttufiLeient amount was voted to be raised to finish the upper story of the 
sicliool building, in anticipation of starting a high school. 

Not much improvement has been made upon other school buildings, as 
-^lie people prefer rather to build new ones as soon as their means will ad- 
:xiiit. One school, only, has appropriated money for maps and charts. 

There are at the present time forty teachers having certificates in force 
xn the county ; (the examinations for the winter schools have not taken 
place yet,) of which number there is one first, four second, and thirty- 
five third grade certificates. I am happy to say that the evidence was 
«Lven at the examinations, that nearly all the teachers were trying to raise 
iheir standing, and in many cases with success. 

The present system of examinations creates a want for suitable schools 
where teachers can qualify themselves. I am unable to r^ort accurately 
concerning the attendance, deportment, etc., of pupils ; from the fact 
that the blank reports furnished the teachers did not cover those points 
fully, the reports being intended as an experiment to aid the teachers in 
the management of the schools, as well as to furnish a knowledge of them. 
Judging from the reports of the teachers, however, I am led to believe that 
the attendance has been better, and the deportment decidedly better than 
the year previous. The number of schools has not been diminished. 
Under the pressure of the times, this fact is significant, and goes to show 
that the interest of the people in the schools has not diminished. 

With regard to teachers'' certificates the same ifiuggestion is offered that 
was made laiH; year, viz. : that third grade certificates should extend over 
the county (or district), but be limited as to the time to be in force. 

It has become apparent, at least with us, that the visits and interest of 
patrons depend very much upon the teachers. It appears to be owing to 
this reason that some schools are frequently visited and much interest 
taken in their behalf while under the charge of teachers of ability, yet 
when those teachers are exchanged for a poorer class of teachers, the 
interest seems to abate. We are striving, and with some success, to pre- 
vent this evil, which results from the too frequent change of teachers. To 
remedy such things fully, we need, and it is being generally conceded, a 
State Normal School, where the teachers can obtain not only a term but a 
full course of instruction, and that kind of instruction too that will tend 
to make teaching what it ought to be, a profession. 

These thoughts lead me a little farther to the workings oT the school 
system. We now have the county Superintendents at work and doing 
much good, yet we must acknowledge that it is hard to unite their strength 
so that their efforts can be felt, as a unit, in the cause of education. As 
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we are now situated, it is difficult to obtain needed legislation in reference 
to educational affairs. If the county Superintendents meet in convention 
and through the state Superintendent offer suggestions in reference to the 
school interests to the legislature, it is only by chance that what is offered 
can have a respectful hearing. (1.) At the risk of being considered aa 
having execeeded the limits of my duties, I will venture a suggestion in 
regard to this matter. 

After much reflection I am of the opinion that we need a Board of 
Education for this state. The suggestion that I offer is that the county 
Superintendents should be members, ex-officioy of such board, and that 
the state Superintendent should be President ex-officio of tlie board; 
that the board should meet annually at Madison during the session of 
the legislature ; and that in case of needed legislation for the school 
interests, the board should embody their wishes in suitable form, whieh 
should be presented to the legislature by the President of the board, he 
having for that purpose the power to introduce and vote upon the mea- 
sure in the assembly as if he were an elected member of the same; that 
a small compensation, merely sufficient to cover actual expenses, should 
be allowed each member of such board in attendance ; that the Presi- 
dent should have power to call such board together at such other times 
and places as the interests of the schools might require ; that the board 
should make rules and regulations for its meetings, and that the conclu- 
sions to which the board should arrive, when confined to legitimate and 
well defined limits, should have the force and effect of law. (2.) 

The above is given as a suggestion, that it may lead to results beneficial 
to our common schools, which, at this critical moment in our country's 
history, should be fostered and protected by every means in our power. 

B. F. Hood, County Superintendent, 

Notes — 1. This remark does not accord with my experience. The legiftlative 
bodies of the past four years have given respectful attention, on the whole, to meas- 
ures of an educational character brought before them. Their action has not always 
accorded with my wishes, though of this I can not complain, for with two or three 
exceptions, a^ that I haye ayked has been at last gvanfted. It must be ^pected flkat 
some legislators will treat lightly their school interests, since as pcivate citizens 
they utterly neglect them. 

2. — To a ceetain extent we already have such a board. Conventions of county 
superintendents have been called twice during the past two years, at which meas- 
ures bearing directly upon the interests of the schools have been discussed, and 
certain bills embodying the wishes of these superintendents have been introduced, 
while others will be introduced into the legislature for their action. It would be 
rather a novel proceeding to admit any person, not regularly elected a member of 
the legislature, to the privilege of voting upon any measure before that body. A 
board of education composed of one person from each congressional district would 
be large enough, and might prove successful. 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY.— (First District.) 

I submit to you at this late hour a few brief remarks as a supplement- 
ary report. * 

A new brick school house has been erected (which is not entirely fin- 
ished) in district No. 2, town of Wauwatosa, at a cost of 91,500, which 
will be quite an ornament to the district and a credit to the inhabitants. 
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There are a few good, comfortable school houses in every town in this 
district, but with these exceptions, they are ill-constructed, miserable ex- 
cuses, and the furniture is more generally neglected than the houses. I 
have endeavored to introduce outline maps into the schools, and I think 
I shall succeed, as many of them raised funds at the last annual meeting 
for that purpose. 

We have twe graded schools in this district, having two departments 
eaeh, one in the village of Wauwatosa and the other in the town of Oak 
Creek. 

At my meetings held last spring for the examination of teachers, nine- 
ty-seven applicants presented themselves for inspection ; sixty-one receiv- 
ed certificates, ten of the second and fifty-one of the third grade. Of 
ibis number forty -seven taught school the previous year, and eleven have 
been employed in the same schools for the last two years. I am satisfied 
our teachers are making greater efforts to improve themselves in regard to 
management, government, and thorough mode of instruction than ever 
before, and we can evidently see a marked improvement ; their average 
qualifications as compared with the previous year are twenty- five per cent, 
better. 

Our present national trouble has had its effect in taking from us many 
of our excellent male teachers, leaving only seven who have certificates to 
teach the coming winter ; but their places are being filled by industrious 
female teachers, and if they do as well as they did last winter, we feel 
assured that success will crown their responsible efforts. 

The punctual attendance for the year ending the 31st day of August is 
sixty per cent., and general deportment is seventy-two, as gathered from 
our teachers* monthly reports. The number of visitors recorded for the 
last year is one thousand and four, which tells well for some of our pat- 
rons. (1). 

We have had more interest manifested in our schools this last year than 
ever before. The true friends of education in this district speak well of 
the new order of things. 

Wm. Lawler, County Superintendent. 

NoTB. — 1. I doubt whether any district with the same number of schools can show 
80 large a number of visitors. Nor is it surprising that scholars steadily improve in 
attendance, punctuality, and deportment, where parents take so much interest. To 
drop into the school room for an hour two or three times each term may cost the pa- 
rent a little time and some sacrifice of bodily comfort, but no equal efi^ort will secure 
a richer reward to the parent in the better and more rapid progress of the child. 
The child naturally feels a deeper interest in that which interests the parent, the 
teacher does better for the child when the parent manifests a desire for his improvement* 
Parents trust too much to teachers. Self-interest demands frequent visitation of 
schools. 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY.— (Second District.) 

The school houses here, principally, as you will notice in the report, 
are log and in bad condition and without necessary conveniences, and no 
prospect at present for the rebuilding of the same «on the present and oon* 
Tenient system. In my own school district we raise an amount of money 
eaeh year for the purpose of purchasing a site and building a school house. 
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There are six school houses in my Superintendent District which are sub- 
stantial, tasteful, and convenient, some of which can accommodate over 
one hundred pupils. In those districts they demand better teachers, pay 
more wages, and respect their, teachers. The pupils are generally well ad- 
vanced. In those districts the School Board and parents make a prac- 
tice of visiting the schools in their several districts twice each term, which 
does not only enliven the school, but tends to inspire the pupils to com- 
pete with each other. Without the cooperation of School Boards and pa- 
rents with the teacher, but very little can be expected. 

I am sorry to state that the electors are not judicious, in many instances,iD 
nlaking choice of school district officers. There are several schools which 
the school board does not visit. I have a hope, however, that in a short 
time parents will see the utility of a thorough education for their chil- 
dren. Under the present advantageous free school system, they can not 
have an excuse for retaining from their children a good education, to fit 
them to become useful members of society, a blessing to their parents, and 
an honor to themselves. 

The school furniture is of the old style, and most probably will remain 
so for a number of years. In some schools they have not a chair for their 
teacher ; he must condescend to sit on the old oaken bench for the sum of 
twenty-five dollars per month, and board himself in the bargain. The 
cleaner and better the school room and furniture, the more it tends to 
command respect. (1). 

We have no graded schools. The number of teachers examined this 
year, — fall and spring examinations — was sixty, the same holding third 
grade certificates, one-third of which are of six months duration. The 
questions proposed this year are more difficult than those of the previous 
year, the average standing of teachers last year being seven tenths, and 
this year eight tenths. The teachers manifest more interest than previ- 
ously. The public examinations are the cause of much good. The first 
year I was troubled very much with candidates for private examinations, 
but am happy to state that I have not had one applicant this year. Pub- 
lic examinations, when introduced two years ago, abashed several, but now 
they meet them with pleasure and confidence. 

The number employed in same school the previous year, is ten, most of 
whom are married men, and have their homes in the districts. On such 
teachers we can depend. It is a pleasure to them to instruct the young. 
In the town of Milwaukee we have teachers who have taught in the same 
school for the past three years, and the progress made is now plainly vis- 
ible. A three or five months school and a change of teachers yearly is 
nothing. The learning obtained by such a process evaporates during the 
long vacation A new teacher is introduced and he introduces new books 
and commences at the beginning, therebj keeping them on a balance. It 
brings very little credit to such school, officers, or parents. • Their princi- 
pal aim seems to be Gold, not Knowledge. In fact a great many would 
be miserable if they were placed in an honorable position. I have — some 
will say — learned enough, (and perhaps that is very little,) and if my 
children know as much, that is all I want. Yain ignorant man I Thinkest 
thou that thou wert placed upon earth merely to eocitt? far from it. 

The attendance of pupils during winter term is regular. In summer the 
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attendance is not so regular, the older children are wanted at home, and 
tlioae who attend school are few and very young. The deportment of pu- 
pils is very good in and out of school, the cause of which is the moral- 
ity aad respectful deportment of the teacher in and out of school. I in- 
tend, as soon as the fall terms commence, to hold au iastitute of two days, 
tliereby insuring the presence and cooperation of the teachers who are 
in actual service, irom which I anticipate much good. The institute held 
last year was on the day before examination, and only three teachers at- 
tended. The facts are that there is not sufficient accommodations in either 
town near to a convenient place for holding an Institute. Several of the 
teachers complain that their income is so small that they cannot attend an 
Institute for two days and an examination of one or two days, while un- 
der expenses. The houses in my Superintendent District are generally 
small and the occupants are not endowed with much generosity. 

Wm. Swain, County Superintendent, 

Note. — 1. Neatness is essential to health and to good morals. Filth is never 
foand in connection with pure morality, whatever pretensions may be made to the 
contrary. The habits a child forms at school have more influence over him than all 
he learns from books. No one can over-estimate the value of neatness. Slovenly 
liabits should weigh largely against any applicant for a teacher's certificate. Neat- 
ness does not necessarily include show. Tinselry, and cheap jewelry, and mere ex- 
temal'omament are not desirable. To my mind they are objectionable. So with 
school houses. Comfort should be sought rather than show. I have visited plain log 
school houses where the spirit of neatness was evidently the ruling spirit. I have 
visited houses of great external beauty that were really full of all uncleanness. 
Teachers may, by example, correct much of the evil growing out of inattention to 
order and neatness, 

CITY OP MILWAUKEE. 

I take pleasure in endeavoring to furnish you with the desired informa- 
tion as requested in your note to me of the 7th inst. I entered upon the 
duties of Superintendent of Puhlic Schools of this city on the 6th of Jan- 
VLnrj last. 

I find the lahor required in the office^ as well as having the care of all 
the Public School property of the city, and providing the necessary sup- 
plies, leaves but little time for personal attention to the schools. 

I am well satisfied from observation, in what little time I have spent in 
schools, that in the greater portion of our schools, there has been good ad- 
vancement made the past year. 

Our schools have labored under a great disadvantage for want of uni- 
formity in text books, and in instruction, which we have partially rem- 
edied, and we are in hopes of fully accomplishing our object by the close 
of this term. 

There was expended last year on account of new school houses, the sum 
of 4(13,485.91, as follows : 

For the completion of three new buildings, ; $ 8,671 80 

Furniture for buildings, 1, 824 20 

Heating apparatus for buildings, 479 80 

Fencing and other improvements on and about the school buildings, 3, 010 61 

For maps and charts we have expended nothing. The number of Graded 
Schools ia nine, with three departments each, and five where the studies 
are of a mixed character. 
4sirPT 
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The general average of punctual attendance is 93 6-100 per cent., and 
the progress made in study fair. I think there will be greater progress 
made the coming year, as we are determined to improve our system of school 
instruction, and I am in hopes that at the close of the present year I 
can say our system of school instruction is second to none in the state. 

Edwin De Wolf, Oity Superintendent. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

At the examinations last spring there were 185 applicants. 

I required 60 per cent, correct answers on the whole list, or 80 per 
cent, on 10 selected questions. I issued 61 full 8d grade certificates, and 
41 limited. The fall examinations have been attended by about 50 appli- 
cants. I have issued 15 third grade certificates, and 3 limited certificates. 
On my list of fall questions I required 70 per cent, correct answers. 

C. C. Miller, County Superintendent, 

OCONTO COUNTY. 

In accordance with your wishes as expressed through the '^ Journal of 
Education,^' and my own desire to see our county and our schools prop- 
erly represented and benefited^ I herewith transmit to you a hurried com- 
pilation of facts and ideas that have presented themselves to my mind. 

School Houses.— Every district reported, in the county, with one ex- 
ception, has a school house, and although the county has been settled but 
a few years, such has been the pride of its citizens, that but two log build- 
ings are now occupied for school purposes, and they are much more com- 
fortable than many frame buildings I have seen in eastern states. 

One school house has been commenced during the year, which will cost, 
when finished, about two thousand dollars. Another has been completed 
which cost nearly one thousand dollars, while the rest are all nearly new 
frame buildings, with all the modern improvements in regard to seats, 
desks, &c., and a majority painted nicely inside and outside. Through my 
exertions during the past two years I have succeeded in introducing out- 
line maps into nearly every school house in the county, and in the way of 
charts, globes, and other necessary appendages to the school room I have 
succeeded in getting up a lively feeling in their favor, and, in some instan- 
ces, have succeeded in getting them introduced. 

Every school house but two has a black-board, and all have pleasant 
locations. Take it all in all our school houses average better than in 
many older settled counties, and are fully up to the average standard of 
convenience, healthfulness, furniture, apparatus, &c. (1.) 

Graded Schools. — Like most newly settled counties we cannot boast 
of many graded schools ; we have succeeded however in organizing two 
with two departments in each, and I think during next year will have two 
more in operation. I feel that too much cannot be said in favor of grad- 
ed schools wherever size of schools and location will permit, and I hope 
to see the system thoroughly carried into effect, not only in this county 
but throughout the whole state. 

Teachers. — I have examined during the past year thirty-five Teachers, 
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a few of whom I advised to attend school, rather than attempt to teaofar 
Those whom I had previonsly examined showed evident improvement, and, 
taking it all in all, I think the standing of the Teachers in this county is 
fifty per cent, hetter than it was two years ago, and I thank the system 
of the Counti/ Superintendena/ for it, and I hope to see it continue. 

Pupils. — ^The general average of punctual attendance in this county 
has not been as good as desired, owing to the great number of families left 
dependent upon their older children for support (in whole or in part) by 
the enlistment of fathers of families in the army, for the defence of this 
gloriotis Union. But the general deportment of those attending, as well as 
the progress made in study, has been all that the most earnest could wish. 

Patrons, &c. — As regards school visitations, both by parents and dis- 
trict officers, I am sorry to say that there has not been that interest shown 
that I could have wished, but it is no lack of interest in educational mat- 
ters that causes this, for Oconto County is noted as much for her liberal- 
ity in school matters as she is in sending volunteers to the battle field, 
being second to none in wages paid teachers, or in the number of volun- 
teers sent to the war. It rather seems to arise from a habit which is pecu- 
liar to all Lumber districts. My impression is (judging from the experi- 
ence of the past two years) that Oconto county will rank second to none, 
in a very few years, in point of good schools, in comparison with other 
counties of the same description. 

I hope that we all may see such improvements made, as are to be desired 
by every true friend of our common schools, and that the cause of Educa- 
tion (the true foundation of our civil liberties) may ever continue to 
flourish and increase, throughout this beloved Union. 

Wm. H. Seward, County Superintendent. 

Note. — 1. The more recently settled counties should lay no claim to superior intelli- 
gence, or greater interest in school matters, because their School Houses are better 
than the majority of houses in older districts. They have the advantage of the expe- 
rience of the older counties, and can avail themselves of improvements in buildings 
which are found in the new buildings of the older counties. 

But in the matter of outline maps and apparatus they certainly deserve credit in 
Ooonto County. They are in advance of many older counties in that respect. 

OUTAGAMIE COUNTY. 

The number of certificates given during the year is as follows : Appli- 
cations for third grade 52 ; granted 37 ; certificates of the second grade 9 
issued. The teacher who used to work into the mind of the young a 
mechanical knowledge, is making place for the more intellectual teacher 
of ideas. The old log school house is making room for the frame build- 
ing, and the yet new field of education in this county wears a more 
favorable aspect. Some teachers' associations were organized, but have 
proved not tq reach the point of attention that should be paid to thia 
very interesting way of improving in teaching. 

Martin Gerrits, County Superintendent. 
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OZAUKEE COUNTY. 

Inclosed please find report from this superintendency for the current 
year. The condition of our schools remains about the same as last year, 
and very little improvement is perceptible. Some of our best teachers 
liaye left us and entered into the army. The great demand for soldiers 
has increased the price for common, farm, and other labor so much,' that 
any one — not being a cripple — can get better wages and steadier employ- 
ment in working at any other trade, or occupying his time with almost 
anything else than school teaching. This applies to the wages paid in at 
least three-fourths of the districts in this county. (1.) If school were to 
be kept for six months during the year in any one of these distriqts by a 
well qualified teacher, an extra tax would have to be raised for teachers' 
fund, which the people, in most of the districts, are rather unwilling to do^ 
but rely altogether on the public money to pay the teacher. The conse- 
quenee is, that a ** cheap" teacher is hired for the term of six or eight 
months in preference to a good teacher who would ask the same amount 
of money for teachingone-half of that time, if one can be got at all for eo 
short a period. Again, as a general thing, our districts are too small to 
authorize the employment of a good teacher asking a fair compensation. 
Not a little trouble and diflficulty I had to encounter in many districts 
where the people desired to have an exclusive German school, or where 
such school should be kept a portion of the time. You are perhaps 
aware that nearly one third of the districts in this county are peopled ex- 
clusively with Germans, while in the other districts, with but here and 
there an exception, the Germans outnumber the other inhabitants nearly 
nine to one. All applications for the employment of such teachers, made 
by the district officers, or rather for the granting to them of certificates, I 
have made dependent upon the unanimous wish of the people in the dis- 
district, after being satisfied that the applicant was otherwise qualified. (2.) 

The last institute, held by me here, was attended by but few teachers. 
I shall endeavor to call them together again for that purpose as soon as I 
get through with my examinations. 

Very little improvement has been made in the building of school houses ; 
a few log school houses have disappeared and given place to frame or 
stone buildings. 

The school in the village of Port Washington has three departments ; 
those of Grafton, Cedarburg and Theirsville, (villages,) two departments 
«ach ; all the others have but one department, with the exception of the 
Freistadt district in Mequon. which has a second, or German department. 

My examinations of teachers will be held in the latter part of this 
month. Last fall and this spring I have licensed 87 teachers ; quite a 
number of them got only temporary and local tertificates. Only one 
teacher received a first grade certificate, and four received second grade 
certificates. On account of our population I must do the best I can with 
the material on hand for teaching, and try, so far as I can, to influence the 
districts to select the teacher best fitted for each district. 

The pupils, as a general thing, are orderly and well disposed, comfort- 
ably and cleanly dressed, and show a laudable desire for acquiring knowl- 
edge — sometimes "under difficulties." 
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The visiting of schools by the officers, parents, and guardians, is rather 
neglected. I always inquire of the teacher as to this fact, and find that 
in many districts not a single call has been made by any of these persons . \ 
I sent you last spring the questions used in my examinations ; this fall I 
shall use similar ones. It is not advisable, as yet, to raise the standard of 
attainments. 

Fred. W. Horn, County Superintendent. 

Notes. — 1. The people grudgingly pay a teacher the same wages paid a day labor- 
er. They measure the value of services by the time occupied in performing the ser- 
vice, leaving entirely out of sight the time and money required to prepare for such 
service. A good teacher must spend years, at a cost of hundreds of dollars, in pre- 
paration for this work. For this he should be paid. 

2. The law demands that certain branches shall be taught in the English language. 
These branches are Orthography ^ Reading^ Writing^ English Grammar, Geography^ and 
Arithmetie, It follows that a qualified teacher must be able to teach these in the Eng- 
lish language. It matters not what his nationality may be. In the German dis- 
tricts, referred to by Mr. Horn, it would be far better to employ a German who un- 
derstands English. By his knowledge of their native tongue he is better able to im- 
part instruction in English even. Such teachers can be readily found. German may 
be introduced as an additional branch by the district hoard. See sec. 65, chap. 155, 
general laws of 1868. 

PEPIN COUNTY. 

(no rbport.) 

PIERCE COUNTY. 

Ours is among the new counties, yet I doubt if there are many counties 
in the state that can show a better record of advance in educational matters. 

There have been erected, in this county, the past year, seven now school 
houses, an addition of twenty per cent, to the original number. Four of 
these have been first class frame houses, and three good substantial log 
houses. 

One Graded School has been established. We now have two Graded 
Schools in the county, one of three hundred pupil^, the other one hun- 
dred and fifty. The latter has three departments ; the former five. 

Our teachers passed a much better examination this year than last. 
Those who have taught before have made the most gratifying improve- 
ment, while our new applicants show that they have been thoroughly 
drilled in the essentials. 

The average attendance and punctuality of pupils has advanced twenty- 
five per cent., and there is such a general interest awakened, and increas- 
ing demand for good teacJierSy that teachers of the old stamp find it hard 
to obtain situations. 

The remark is seldom heard now, *' She will do for our school, as the 
children are all backward, and any body can teach them." On the con- 
trary the call is ^*We want good teachers." 

W. T. IJatch, County Superintendent, 

NoTB. — The impression that a poor teacher is amply qualified to take charge of a 
backward school is common, and very erroneous. If a school is backward, it is for 
one of two reasons. Either early advantages have been wanting, or advanta^e^ i^<i^- 
seseed have been sadly misimproved. In either case the ^ciViocA (i^Tcva.\v\'?. Wv^V^'s^^ 
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teachers that can be secured, either to make up for lost time, or to correct bad habits. 
The reason assigned therefore for the employment of a poor teacher, should urge to 
the employment of the best that can be secured. 

POLK COUNTY. 

(NO REPORT.) 

PORTAGE COUNTY. 
(no rbport.) 

RACINE COUNTY. 

, In compliance with your request, I submit to you the following report 
of the condition of the schools of Racine county : 

SoHOOL Houses. — Several new school houses have been erected in this 
county during the last year, and have been, in every instance, of a very 
creditable character ; and, in addition to these, many old buildings have 
been thoroughly repaired, and rendered convenient and comfortable. 
About three-fourths of our school houses may be called respectable ; the 
remainder are defective either in respect to location, style of construction, 
or internal arrangement. There are no log school houses in the county, 
but some that are worse,. All of our schools are provided with black- 
boards, and about one -third with outline maps ; a few are also supplied 
with charts and globes. The schools in the city of Racine, and in the 
villages of Rochester and Burlington, have more or less philosophical and 
astronomical apparatus A large proportion of our school houses, includ- 
ing some good buildings, are uninclosed and destitute of suitable out- 
houses. The poorer class of school houses is composed chiefly of those 
built in an early day ; but the relation of good school houses to good 
schools, and the influence of school house accommodations and surround- 
ings upon the physical, esthetical, and moral education of pupils, is grad- 
ually becoming better understood, and there is reason to believe that 
those of an inferior character, yet remaining, will soon be supplanted by 
a better class of buildings. 

GftADED Schools. — There are two schools in the county having two 
departments, and one having three ; there are also several schools in 
which assistant teachers are employed, and some of the higher branches 
are taught. None are but partially graded ; but a more thorough grada- 
tion will doubtless be made, as soon as the number of pupils and other 
circumstances will justify the organization of additional departments. 
Unless some system of township gradation can be adopted, this is about 
all that can be accomplished towards securing a gradation of schools in 
this county, except by the union of country districts for high school pur- 
poses; and with the present state of public sentiment this seems to be 
impracticable. (1.) 

Teachers. — I have examined, during the past year, one hundred and 

fifty-eight applicants for certificates. There are now in force, in the 

county, ninety-three third grade certificates, nine second grade, and five 

Srat grade, A very encouraging degree of improveitent is observable 
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in the qualifications of the teachers engaged in our schools during the 
past year. The present method of examination has not only sifted out 
nearly all of the more incompetent, but has also aroused a laudable spirit 
of emulation among those receiving certificates, that has prompted them 
to improve their qualifications by all available means. Many have availed 
themselves of the opportunities for improvement afforded by the Normal 
classes, organized in connection with the high schools, in Rochester and 
Racine ; about twenty-five teachers were in attendance at the former 
school, during the fall term ; quite a number have also attended various 
other schools, while many have resorted to private study. 

The institutes that have been held, have been well attended, and have 
contributed much towards awakening an interest, and securing positive 
improvement, especially in methods of instruction and discipline. At the 
last session of the institute, there was an attendance of nearly as many 
teachers as there are schools in the county. The success of many of our 
teachers may be inferred from the fact that about twenty have been en- 
gaged in the same school for two or more terms. There is everywhere 
discernible, among teachers, an increased energy, activity, and interest in 
their work ; and with very few exceptions, those employed in our schools 
during the last year, have possessed, not only fair literary attainments, 
but a better knowledge of the theory and practice of teaching, and of the 
difference between teaching and ^^ keeping ^^ school; they have manifested 
a truer and higher conception of the real character of their work, and 
have labored more earnestly to do their whole duty. 

Pupils. — The evils of absenteeism and irregularity of attendance, have 
been greater than they would have been had not the war occasioned an 
unusual demand for the services of children at home. Irregularity of at- 
tendance is one of the greatest obstacles that retards the progress of pu- 
pils and detracts from the efficiency of our schools ; but it has received 
increased attention from both teachers and parents, and the teachers' 
monthly reports indicate a decided improvement in this respect. 

In the majority of our schools the methods of instruction are thorough ; 
teachers have labored diligently for the advancement of their pupils, and 
substantial progress has been made ; but in some instances the advance- 
ment of pupils in their studies has failed to meet the expectations of those 
interested, chiefly because parents have been so neglectful or ignorant of 
their duty to the school and to their children, as to tolerate their absence 
from school for trivial and insufficient reasons. (2.) The frequent change 
in teachers has alsf^ had a tendency to interrupt the progress of pupils m 
their studies, but, in many districts, school is now maintained from eight 
to ten months in the year, and teachers employed by the year, instead of 
for a single term. 

The deportment of pupils is generally very good, in the school room, 
and during school hours ; but too often teachers seem' to consider that 
their responsibility for the conduct of their pupils extends no farther; 
they appear to be satisfied if they succeed in promoting the mental im- 
provement of their pupils, without regarding themselves as in any way 
accountable for the proper development and cultivation of their moral fac- 
ulties ; they do not consider that the true object of education is the devel- 
opment and culture, not only of the intellectual, but of the ^\v^^\&^V^ 
social, and moral powers of the pupil. 
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Patrons. — Our schools do not receive the encouragement that they 
should from the presence of patrons and district officers in the school 
room ; the latter are particularly remiss in the discharge of this ioipor- 
tant duty, considering that besides their interest in the school as patrons; 
they have the additional incentive of responsibility to the law ; still, I am 
inclined to attribute this lack of visitation to carelessness, and ignorance 
of its importance, rather than to a real want of interest in the welfare of 
the school. The monthly reports of teachers show that there has been a 
constant increase of visitation during the last year, which I trust will be 
continued in the future. The most marked and significant change for the 
better, is observable in the general adoption of a more liberal and enlight- 
ened policy in the employment of teachers : I am no longer annoyed by 
petitions from district officers, requesting me to grant limited certificates 
to unqualified teachers ; on the contrary, there is now a general desire to 
obtain teachers of superior qualifications, and a disposition to allow them 
a more liberal compensation for their services : the almost universal de- 
mand, this fall, has been for good teachers, rather than for cheap ones. 

C. W. Levens, County Superintendent, 

Notes. — 1. The Law of 1868 has now been in force for 5 years, and I have yet to 
learn of a single instance in which it has been practically applied to the union of 
Sohool Districts for High School purposes. Public sentiment either does not yet ap- 
prove the principle, or finds the difficulties in the way of its execution too great to be 
easily met. I think the latter is the real reason. There is too much machinery to be 
put in operation, and machinery of difficult management. The Township system, 
uniformily adopted throughout the State, would enable each Town to establish a High. 
School as soon as its population would warrant it, and thus make the Schools of the 
sub-districts subordinate and parts of a system, instead of independent ais at present. 
This subject is more fully discussed elsewhere. 

2. Many parents fail to realize that absence from School, for trivial reasons, works 
great injury to the child. The amount of book-knowledge lost is comparatively the 
least evU attending it. The impression created in the mind of the child, that the 
School is of little value, and the habit of neglecting business, upon slightest pretexts, 
will prove fatal to the prosperity of the child when grown to manhood. 

( RACINE <^ITY. 

Yours of September 7th is before me, and I answer briefly : 

1. No new houses have been built, or improvements made beyond ordi- 
nary repairs. Seven hundred dollars is expended upon the library, in re- 
pairs, and purchase of new books. 

2. Our schools are, strictly speaking, branches of oae school. 

There are in high school building, second ward, 6 Departments. 

In first ward, 3 do 

third ward, 3 do 

fourth and fifth wards, two each, 4 do 

Total, T 16 

3. Teachers examined, 28 

do approved, 1st class, 2 

do do 8d do 22—24 

do employed in same school as last year, 11 

do do in city last year, 14 

4. Percent, of attendance, 93.1-10 

This is the average of nil grades, and includes the actual attendance 
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without reference to excuses. General deportment last year, good. So 
far this year, excellent — could not expect better. 

Progress made in study is fair, but schools do not yet work harmoni- 
ously together, that is, different schools of nominally the same grade are 
not working in the same manner. 

5. Patrons exhibit some interest by visitation, but not as much as in 
former years. They are generally ready to cooperate when properly ap- 
proaehed, Rarey says ^^ If you seize a horse violently by the nose, he will 
quite likely try to pull away from you." 

I cannot send you copies of my examination questions, as I had none 
printed for either teachers or scholars, but wrote them upon the black- 
board for them to copy. I find it answers well, and there is no possible 
opportunity of learning before hand what the questions may be. 

S. H. Peabody, Oity Superintendent 

RICHLAND COUNTY. 

Nothing of general interest has occurred in connection with the work- 
ing of the school system in this county during the past year. There has 
been a steady advance in the right direction, I am confident, although it 
has necessarily been less apparent than during the preceding year, when 
the new system first went into operation. The chief advantage has been 
in securing higher qualifications on the part of teachers — and it is here 
that progress is most promising, as highly qualified teachers will neces- 
sarily exert a healthful and permanent influence in the various districts 
which become the scenes of their labors. Through active, energetic, and 
high-toned teachers the parents will be reached in time, and a permanent 
interest in the schools established. 

The character of our school houses has undergone no change for the 
better, but has been rather growing worse. Two or three houses have 
been erected, but no special improvement in style or convenience can be 
noted. The furniture in a majority of the houses remains uncomfortable 
and unsightly. The fear of taxation, together with prospective changes 
in the boundaries of districts, prevents any move in the direction of im- 
provement, and perhaps a want of real interest contributes towards the 
same result. Some changes, however, are in contemplation, and another 
year will doubtless record advancement. But two or three districts are 
supplied with maps and charts, and only one with apparatus. 

There are two Graded Schools in the county — one having two depart- 
ments, and the other three. ^^ The Graded School system '^ has but slight 
hold upon the confidence of the people. The general disposition evidently 
is to divide the towns into small districts, for the sake of convenience — 
the advantages of large districts and graded schools being unfortunately 
overlooked. In some towns, however, the configuration of the country is 
such, that tl^ese small lub divisions appear to be unavoidable. (1.) 

The whole number of applicants for certificates during the year is one 
hundred and fifty-five : — about one hundred and ten third grade certificates 
were granted, including those limited as to time and district, also seven of 
the second grade, and one of the first. An increasing interest is taken in 
the art of teaching, and every opportunity for pi^TpwativQTi Sa vcK^x^n^^. 
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The average qualifications are decidedly higher than during the preceding 
year. Some who succeeded at the first examination, failed at a subse- 
quent one, and were in consequence compelled to desist from teaching, or 
apply themselves to study. (2.) 

The general average of attendance for the winter term was about seventy 
per cent., and that of the summer term about sixty per cent. The large 
number of small children in attendance upon the latter term will in part 
account for the difference, although the necessity of withdrawing scholars 
from the schools to assist in the fields during harvest, is doubtless the 
main reason. In some districts the deportment of pupils showed marked 
improvement, whilst in a few the opposite result was noted^ owibg, how- 
ever, to some failure on the part of teachers. The " progress in study ** 
has been respectable — ^much interfered with, however, by irregular at- 
tendance and great scarcity of suitable text books. 

In a few instances, parents have shown commendable interest by visit- 
ing the schools, and thereby encouraging teacher and pupils. Some 
teachers have taken special pains to urge this duty upon patrons, with 
partial success. I think that there has been a slight advance in this par- 
ticular, on the previous year. There is a general interest manifested in 
the schools^ but, unfortunately, it is too general — rarely extending beyond 
the furnishing of a meager sum for the payment of teachers' wages, or 
** the vigorous prosecution " of any difficulty which may exist in the 
district. 

The law, in my opinion, should be amended in reference to the holding 
of Institutes, so that teachers may be compelled to attend, or the Super- 
intendent left to his own discretion as to the propriety of holding them 
at all. Some, who properly appreciate their importance, will attend un- 
der any circumstances, whilst those who most need such advantages are 
least disposed to avail themselves of them, if attended with expense or 
personal inconvenience — at least attendance upon the services of the 
Annual Institute should be indicated in the certificate, and should raise 
the grade a certain per cent. Our Institute, held during the last week in 
September, was pretty well attended^ and an active part was taken in the 
exercises by many of the teachers. 

I have endeavored to present a fair statement as to the condition of the 
educational interests in this county. I am not sure, however, that I have 
succeeded. It would be impossible, in so short a space as is allotted to 
this report, to present a more particular (and so, far more correct) state- 
ment. * 

Although as much as was anticipated may not have been reached, nil 
reasonable peiyons must be satisfied that a marked change for the better 
was inaugurated with the introduction of the present system. 

J. H. Mathers, Counh/ Superintendent 

Notes. — 1. All small districts are necessarily weak districts. The policy which 
persists in ensmalling districts to suit the size of the house already built is ezpemive 
or smcidaL I might perhaps say both expensive and suicidal. If schools be contin- 
ued as long as they should be, either larger taxes must be paid or poor teachers em- 
ployed. If the taxes be not increased the length of school must be diminished to suit 
the wages of a good Teacher or a "cheap Teacher," (who often proves a dear one,) 
will be employed. It is strange that so many counties of the State have yet to learn 
the iniportant lesson, that as population and wealth increase, their schools may be 
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ipreatly improyed, without increased ^expense to the individual. Some districts maj 
b« too large, others may be illshapeo, but the fault generally lies in another direction. 
Personal matters should never be allowed to interfere with the interests of schools. 
2. There are cases in whieh the persons holding certificates will rest upon them 
and make no progress. Such should be left behind in subsequent examinations. 

ROCK COUNTY. 

There are in this Superintendent District one hundred and seventy- 
seven school houses, two having been erected during the year, one at 
Clinton Junction, of three apartments, tasty and commodious, scarcely 
excelled in the State in fitness and convenience ; the other in a newly 
formed district, — towns of Fulton and Milton, — a very comfortable house 
reflecting much credit upon the inhabitants of the district. The school 
house at Evansville has been enlarged, reseated, &c., and adapted to two 
separate departments of a graded school. 

A better style of architecture prevails in the newly built school houses. 
The age of high desks, long benches, and stair-wayed platform has pass- 
ed in this county. Our school houses are generally good ; here and 
there one still remains, a testimonial of carelessness, and gross neglect. 

There were employed — until the removal of Beloit from the Superin- 
tendent District, in April last — one hundred and ninety-eight teachers ; 
in Beloit sixteen, in the villages of Clinton, Shopiere, Edgerton, Foot- 
ville, and Evansville, each two, the above named villages each having a 
graded school of two departments. During the year I have made two 
hundred and seventy-three visits to schools, having visited all but four 
districts, at least once, and many of them twice, and found them, with 
few exceptions, doing well. Parents and teachers have taken an interest 
in the qianagement and success of the schools. Teachers have quite gen- 
erally made teaching a 9tydy, There has been a laudable ambition to do 
well) and the results are apparent in the neatness, quietness, order, and 
enthusiasm, so generally manifest in the school room. The sentiment 
prevails, that the teacher who does not inspire his pupils with a love of 
study is out of his legitimate calling. (1). # 

' About two-thirds of the winter schools were taught by females, with a 
result inlly equal to that reached by the ^* sterner sex,'' and a large num- 
ber were re-employed in the same districts for the summer term. 

The plan of monthly reports to the Superintendent has, I believe, 
worked well, acting as a stimulus to both teacher and pupil, it being im- 
pressed upon the mind of the pupil that absence, tardiness, &c., were to 
be marked and reported monthly. The teacher also has been careful that 
the report be as creditable to himself as possible. Marking tardiness has 
materially diminished that evil, and whispering has been almost entirely 
stopped in most of the schools. 

^ Below is a summary of reports from schools, reported for the first month 
of the winter term of 1862 — 3. A portion of the schools did not report. 
The city of Beloit is not included : 

Average No. of scholars, 36 

Per cent, of scholars between 4 & 6 years of age, 7 

do do do 6 & 12 do 48 

......do do do 12&16 do 32 

......do do do 16 & 20 do \\ 

do attendance, ,«,..,.».......... '\^\ 
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Average No. of dififerent scholars absent at least once, 17 

do oases of tardiness, !| 48 

do do whispering, 61 

do do corporeal punishment, § 

Per cent, of schools visited by district ofl&cers, 68 

do. do do patrons, 68 

do do...: do teachers, 61 

Average No. classes per school, 20 

do .do. ..in alphabet, 8-6 

do do...in spelling, 8^ 

.., do do. ..in reading, 6^ 

do.... do. ..in writing, l{ 

do do... in mental arithmetic, 2{ 

do ...do. ..in written arithmetic, 2j 

do do... in English grammar, li 

do do ...in geography, 2i 

Average No. scholars in classes in alphabet, 2^ 

do do. ..in spelling, 10 

do do. ..in reading, 6^ 

do do...in writing, ISJ^ 

do do. ..in mental arithmetic,, 6| 

....do do. ..in written arithmetic, 6} 

do do. ..in English grammar, 4} 

do do. ..in geography, • 1§ 

Average kinds of spellers per school, l| 

do .readers do 1 6-7 

do arithmetics, do 2 1-5 

do grammars,..do 14 

do geography, ..do If 

Average No. of scholium in algebra, l| 

From these approximate results may he judged somewhat the extent of 
classification, uniformity of text books, &c. The greatest hindrance to 
the prosperity of the schools has been irregularity of attendance. This 
alone has rendered some schools almost worthless. Parents, in some dis- 
tricts, keep children frequently at home on trivial excuses, thus doing ir- 
reparable injury, not only to their own children, but to their class-mates 
and the whole school. 

The law in regard to examination of teachers, and graded certificates, 
I think, cannot easily be bettered. Much is due the originators of a law 
so perfectly adapted to the accomplishment of good results. Teachers 
are aroused to activity and zeal, become earnest, strive for a higher 
grade of scholarship, and certificate, and studying more, they fall more 
in love with books, and teach with more enthusiasm. (2). 

I have observed that those teachers who attended the first examination 
under the new system, have nearly all — and many have attended every 
examination since — made marked improvement in scholarship, gaining a 
higher standing at each successive examination. 

During the winter, evening meetings were held in many districts, in^ 
which the improvement of the common school was freely discussed. 

Parents have been somewhat at fault in not visiting more frequently 
the schools. Good teachers and scholars are gladdened by the presence 
of parents and friends in the school room. 

The School District Boards have, in part of the districts, faithfully 
visited the schools of their respective districts, but in this matter there 
needs " line upon line." 
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I have examined since August 81st, 1862 : 

Fall examinations, 212 

Given certificates to, 148 

Spring examinations, 218 

Given certificates to, 169 

Certificates of the Second Grade during year, 14 

do First Grade do, 5 

The schools of the county are steadily improving in interest, order, and 
methods of teaching and study. The intense interest of the people in the 
war, has diverted somewhat their attention from the public schools, but 
rarely has a term been shortened, or the necessary means curtailed. The 
attendance during the year has been less than heretofore, a result due 
largely to the enlistment of so many of the larger class of scholars, and 
the consequent need of the services of others at home. 

The enlistment of so many teachers and scholars in the grand army of 
the United States, speaks loudly in favor of common schools as a means 
of preserving law, order, and the Republic. 

J. I. Foot, Cownty Superintendent, 

Notes. — 1. No truth is more evident than this. The Teacher should set the exam- 
ple of hard study before his pupils. He should show in every recitation that he has 
studied his lesson. Precept and example combined will inspire most pupils with a 
love of studj. Cultivation of the habit of patient investigation shofild be one aim of 
the Teacher's work. Without this habit the pupil leaves his studies when he leaves 
school, with it he remains a student for life. 

2. The enthusiasm of the Teacher depends upon the activity of his own mind. This 
activity is stimulated by study. A Teacher coming fresh from his intercourse with 
the author he is to teach, cannot fail to be enthusiastic in his work. 

JANESVILLE CITY. 

In answer to your circular I would submit the following : 
We have graded schools throughout the city. The city is divided into 
four wards, the schools of which have intermediate and primary depart- 
ments, as follows : 

1st ward one intermediate and three primary. 
2d " " " one *' 

3d '* " " two " 

4th " " ** one " 

In connection with the High School, we have two Grammar Schools. 

Average qualification of teachers about same as last year. 

Twenty four teachers are employed now in the city, nineteen of whom 
were in the schools last year. 

Average of attendance past year not far from 975 pupils. 

Per centage of attendance for all departments, ninety-four. 

General deportment of pupils has been very good, and in High School 
first rate. Theie has been but one case of corporeal punishment in the 
High School during the past year. 

The patrons of the schools have manifested a commendable disposition 
to sustain teachers and schools generally. The co-operation has, however, 
been of a passive rather than of an active character. 

We have employed female teachers for all positions, except thft \arx- 
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tion of Principal of the High School, and we think the experiment a 
Buoccss so far. 

The Principal of the High School is special Superintendent of all the 
schools, and is required to visit them frequently, and to lahor for their 
general good. 

The school fund is entirely out of debt, and we are on a cash basis. 

I would suggest the importance of some system of examination of 
teachers and pupils which will test their mental power, instead of summing 
up the number of problems committed to memory. With us, pupils are 
not sufficiently trained to independent thinking. How shall we, in an 
examination, ascertain the teachers' ability to secure this result? 

Apparatus we have none. 

Of Outline Maps we have but one set in the schools, and the reason is, 
our school fund has not been sufficient therefor. 

We use Willson's Charts and Manual in the primary and intermediate 
Bohools with good results. Thus far, we think their use has awakened an 
increased interest in the minds of the pupils. 

Hiss A. H. Pearson has introduced, with much success, a system of 
map-drawing similar to that delineated by a class from Racine at our last 
State Association, possessing, I think, some valuable additional features. 

Some of the items asked for in your circular, I cannot furnish for want 
of the requisite data. 

Highest valuation of school building, thirty-eight thousand dollars. 

Lowest valuation, three hundred dollars. 

H. N. CoMSTOOK, Clerk Board Education. 

ST. CROIX COUNTY. 

Four school houses have been built in this county during the past 
year. One sehool house, of small value, has been destroyed by fire. 
The joint district embracing the village of New Richmond has nearly 
completed an excellent, large, well-built, and commodious two-story school 
house for a graded school. The entrance is in the middle of the end 
which faces the street. On the right of the hall is a large dressing-room 
for girls, entrance door in the hall, with a door opening into the school 
room. On the left is a similar room for boys. The rooms above are 
arranged in the same manner, and are convenient for class rooms, library, 
apparatus. &c. The upper hall is large and well lighted. The walls are 
high, seats of the most approved style, facing the door, and will accom- 
modate one hundred and sixty pupils. The building is surmounted 
with a cupola, intended for a bell. The cost of this house is one thou- 
sand nine hundred dollars (1.) A district in the town of Hammond 
has completed a school house costing nearly one thousand dollars. 
The school houses in this county, on an average, surpass those of New 
England or New York. About one-fifth of the permanent school struc- 
tures in this county may be valued at one thousand dollars and over ; yet 
ih^ are faulty in arrangement, location, and ventilation. 

Only one district in the county has been supplied with a Globe and 
Outline Maps the past year. No school in the county is supplied with 
any Apparatus. 
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There are two graded schools in this county, one with two departments, 
and one with four. 

During the past year sixty certificates of the third grade have been 
granted, six of the second, and one of the first. There have been issued 
in all, nine of the first grade. Nine applicants have been rejected during 
the year — three of whom have been previously licensed. Most of the 
teachers in this county are studious, industrious, and take higher positions 
at each examination. Their average qualification is much better than 
that of the previous year. Great improvement is exhibited, not only in 
the general management and government of our schools, but in improved 
methods of teaching. The class of teachers which attended the Institute 
this fall, was much larger than that of last year. 

The general average of punctual attendance, general deportment, and 
progress made in studies, has been somewhat higher than during the year 
previous. Though there is increased public interest in the cause of com- 
mon school education, it is a matter of regret that parents and guardians, 
an4 even school boards, are so seldom seen in the school room. 

A Normal Class, consisting of twenty, members, has been organized, in 
connection with the highest department of the Hudson City Schools, un* 
der the able and successful management of Miss Charlotte M. Mann, who 
has had charge of the school for three years. The pupils of this school 
gave a public exhibition during the fall vacation ; with the net proceeds 
they purchased Appleton's Cyclopedia and Bancroft's History of the 
United States, constituting a nucleus for a consulting library. (2.) 

There seems to be an inconsistency in the law with regard to certificates. 
A school board cannot contract with a teacher until he holds a certificate, 
and a Superintendent may not grant a certificate unless he knows in which 
town the applicant is to teach. (3.) 

In law, a term certificate is not known ; but the interests of the schools 
seem to demand that teachers of the third grade who do not stand high, 
should be stimulated to study and duty by an examination both spring and 
fall, and if they do not progress, they should be denied certificates. This 
has been the case in this county, as the standard of examination has been 
raised at each examination. 

As a town may contain schools of different grades of advancement, and 
great injustice be done districts under the town certificate system, it ap- 
pears desirable that the Superintendent should acquaint himself with the 
advancement of the scholars in each district, making a record of the 
same for future reference, and make third grade certificates in all cases 
district certificates. In this manner every district would be furnished 
vrith a teacher competent to teach q>U the scholars in the district. (4.) 

I. N. Van Slyke, County Superintendent. 

Notes.— -1. I have given in full this description of a School House, because it may 
serve a good purpose to any persons about building. I should advise placing the 
desks in reverse order, so that pupils may sit with their backs to the door. 

2. This is an example worthy of imitation. School exhibitions are of frequent 
occurrence. They may always be made productive of good if the means and end be 
both worthy. No time should be taken from other school duties for preparation. 
During the year exercises will be had in Declamation and Composition- Writing. The 
best efforts of the pupils at their regular exercises may fill a programme for a public 
exhibition. The funds raised by such an eiitertainment may be properly appUed to 
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the purchase of Charts, Globes, Maps, Library Books, Apparatus, Musical Inairu- 
znent8| Pictures or Statuary for the adornment of the school room and the cultivation 
of the finer feelings of the pupils. 

3. This difl&culty may be remedied by the Superintendent granting the applicant a 
statement of standing, and a certificate of the fact that he is entitled to a Certificate. 
When the town is determined upon, the Certificate may be filled upon receipt of Pre- 
liminary Certificate, and forwarded to the Teacher. Most Teachers have some idea 
of the town in which they are to teach. Schools are often engaged upon condition 
that a Certificate be obtained. 

4. Dr. Van Slyke has thus acquainted himself with the wants of every school, and 
I think I may say with the condition of every class in the schools. The second visit 
paid to the schools may thus be made more beneficial. It requires but little time to 
make such a record. 

SAUK COUNTY. 

The first public school of this county was taught during the winter of 
] 841 and '42, (by R. H. Davis,) some nine or ten years after the famous 
Chief Black Hawk, who was wont to roam and tread this soil, received 
and accepted an invitation to visit Washington and several other import- 
ant cities. Where was then but the one school, we now have about 170, 
five of which employ each two teachers, scholars graded ; and one, three 
in summer and five in winter, graded or union ; and five seminaries, high 
schools or academies, where teachers have been, and are being qualified 
to supply these schools. Oh that I could speak as highly and send as 
cheering news in regard to the improvements and present condition of 
school houses and school furniture in the county, as I can of the teachers 
of the schools! But, as I am in the habit of seeing "jewels" and 
"diamonds" only where they really exist, I can not speak in very flatter- 
ing terms, under this head of my report, as there have been but one or 
two school houses built during the year, in the county, and not a great 
amount of school furniture, of any kind, procured, except some small 
black-boards. They have, however, a valuable terrestial glob* at Sank 
"City, and another in Merrimack, and a few small ones in other localities ; 
a good set of outline maps in joint school district No. 3, of Lavalle and 
Ironton, and some smaller ones in other districts. Though we have, in 
most parts of the county, what are usually termed good school hottseSy in 
some others they are ve^y poor. Permit me here to refer to one that is, 
or was, so open, the floor in particular, as to cause, last winter, the death 
of the teacher, and a severe sickness of her immediate successor. If as 
great an injury had been sustained by a team, in consequence of the insuffi- 
ciency of some old bridge^ as was sustained, by this last teacher's sicAmeM, in 
consequence of the insuflSciency of this open fabric of a school house, 
the authorities would have had the damages to foot, but, as it was only a 
teacher, no one was responsible. An open school house is bad, but per- 
haps, even this is not the worst feature of a poor one ; great improve- 
ments may be made, even upon our best ones, when all appreciate the 
difference between a close, tight, school house, with a black-board three 
feet by four or five, and one that is well ventilated, and has all the black- 
board surface that is needed. To be well ventilated, it must be so construc- 
ted that the lower stratum of the atmosphere that contains the carboDio 
acid gas generated by respiration, may be drawn out of the room in pref- 
'^rence to any other portion. The teacher in a poorly ventilated room, 
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ean but become nervous and irritable, as the result of breathing carbonic 
acid gas ; bence a bad influence will be exerted directly upon those under 
bis charge, in addition to the uneasy, lawless habits which they will im- 
bibe as the result of breathing this same vitiated atmosphere. The teach- 
er in the improved school room, enjoying health and a well balanced mind, 
as the result of having the blood that courses through his veins properly 
oxygenized, and, besides this, surrounded with everything conducive to 
physical, mental, and moral health, has, comparatively speaking, only to 
direct the ever accumulating nervous energy of little ones, that the grand 
results for which schools were instituted, may be accomplished. (1.) 
The following is the result of the examinations for the year : 

The number presenting themselves at the regular examinations as candidates,... 264 

The number of certificates granted : 

Third grade, ^... 174 

Second grade, < 5 

First grade, 6 

Number good till next spring : 

Third grade, .* 106 

Second grade, 1 

First grade, with those issued last year, 10 

To supply a deficiency^ when the examination seasons were over, I have 
given some six or eight district certificates, to those who came nearest to 
the minimum number, and about as many more to those who came in from 
ether counties after the examinations, or were sich during the examina- 
tions. 

At the last examination season, I found that the teachers had made 
quite an. advance, both as to quality and quantity of attainments, over 
that of any previous one, as I gave more difficult questions, and raised 
the standard for third grade to 60 per cent., while the per cent, of fail- 
ures was no greater than heretofore. Teachers, as well as the rest of 
mankind, are stimulated by motives, and since the adoption of our present 
school system, they have faith to believe that if they prove themselves 
good tacticians and disciplinarians, and spend time and money, to get a 
certificate, — by the way, this "to get a certificate" has come to mean 
something, — there is a certainty of their being able to obtain some kind of 
a school, in an open field, where they may compete for the best future 
positions in the county, without hazarding the risk of being entirely 
thrown out of employ as a teacher, by having some one who has neither 
energy or ability to get a living at anything else, take the school from 
bim because he will stay in the school house and there make an ex- 
ternal application of the Tree of Knowledge for less wages. (2.) As 
means of improvement, the teachers are attending the high schools, the 
institutes, the county associations, and several town associations, which 
have been organized in the county, and we hope several otherB will be the 
coming winter. 

J. W. MORLEY, County Superintendent. 

NoTBS.— 1. I trust that few school houses can be found in the State that deserve 
the condemnation so justly bestowed upon the one specially referred to. The re- 
marks of the county superintendent with reference to poorly ventilated houses, 
might be as powerftiUy eiiiforoed, if he would take pains to ascertain the number cit' 
lives saerifioed to impttre «ir in ekwe and unventilated «c\iQo\ ^Q^m^jv. \ ^\<^<%n:\^^ 

5fTrPT 
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whetl^er some school house of beautiful exterior and elegant finish may not proTe 
more fatal to pupils, as well as to teachers, than the one with open floor and sides. 
Far too little thought is bestowed upon this all important matter of ventilation, and 
I rejoice that some zealous workers are giving it the attention its importance demands. 
2. The happiest results flow from the grading of certificates, and all that was 
claimed for the system seems more than reaUzed. 

SHAWANAW COUNTY. 

(NO BEPOBT.) 

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY. 

There have been built, in this county, during the past year, three new 
school houses. 

There is but one graded school — (three departments) — in this county, 
outside of the city of Sheboygan. 

A comparison of the standing of all persons examined, both in Octo- 
ber 1862, and October 1863, shows a marked improvement during the 
year — at the latter examination there being an excess of correct answers 
of more than 32 per cent, over the former. The grade of the questions 
used was about the same at both examinations. 

At the examinations this fall, eighty-six persons were examined, and 
fifty-three third grade certificates granted. 

Our schools have been better managed and better taught the past term 
than any previous term since my connection with them. Our teachers 
are evidently advancing in their profession. 

A. W. Whitcom, County Superintendent. 

Note. — Mr. Whitcom has condensed his report more than I could have wished. 
There are many interesting facts connected with Mr. W.*s work that would be of 
value. The salary was too small for the work required, and as I have heard '< the 
people did «not elect a horse to accompany their Superintendent,'* he has been com- 
pelled to travel much on foot. 

Sheboygan County furnishes some very good School Houses. 

CITY OP SHEBOYGAN. 

We have a graded school of six departments, with ten teachers, besides 
a German department, which takes its members from all the other de- 
partments. We have one ward school taught by a gentleman. All these 
are under the entire control of the Principal, who thereby becomes^ to all 
intents and purposes, the School Superintendent of the city. Eight of 
the teachers are residents In the county, and five of them have received 
more or less instruction in this school. The teachers are generally well 
and promptly paid. 

Wo enumerate about one thousand five hundred children in the city, and 
get an attendance at the public schools of about seven hundred and fifty, 
and at the three private schools about four hundred and fifty. 

We are troubled here, as I suppose they are everywhere else, with irregu- 
lar attendance. I am satisfied that this matter can be somewhat remedied by 
the teachers' applying directly and personally to the parent for eoopera- 
tion. Few parents will fail to give the matter at least a portion of the 
attention it deserves. 
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We have a fine scliool house for the graded school, and are building a 
new house for the ward school. 

Although but little is directly done by the people to encourage the 
teachers^ yet, the uniformity with which they grant our requests, vote our 
supplies, and furnish their children with books, indicate, more than words, 
the estimate which they place upon education. 

We sadly feel the lack of enthusiasm which would be imparted to the 
school, if parents would more frequently visit them and become per- 
sonally acquainted with their eyery-day workings. 

It is interesting to notice how large has been the increase in the attend- 
ance of those from the county, who desire to become teachers. The , 
<30unty Buperintendency is teaching teachers that they need for a while 
jet to go to school. So let it be; the more cleanly the wheat is sifted the 
better will be the flour. 

If this hasty and imperfect sketch can be of any use to you, I am glad 
to send it, eyen at this late day. 

L. D. Gatlobd, Prifunpal High School. 

TREMPEALEAU COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request, I send you a brief statement, coyer- 
ing the points upon which you solicit information in your circular of Sep- 
tember 7thj 1863. 

1st. Soh6ol Houses. — There haye been three substantial, and quite 
conyenient frame school houses completed within the last twelve months, 
varying in cost from three hundred and fifty, to five hundred dollars. In 
addition to these, four temporary structures were erected in new districts 
during the last spring, with no black-boards, and no conveniencies for 
school purposes. These are now standing in an unfinished state, unfit for 
use this winter. Two of these will make, when completed, respectable, 
but small school houses ; the other two will, I trust, soon give place to 
better structures. (1). 

In three districts the school houses have been furnished, and remod- 
eled so as to make them more convenient. 

We haye four districts that have Mitchel's Outline Maps. These are 
the only aids, as yet, furnished in any of our school houses, to 
help teachers to illustrate or teach any of the branches required to be 
taught in our schools. 

At the adjourned annual meeting of school district No. 1, of Trempea- 
leau, the sum of forty-five dollars was voted to be expended in the pur- 
chase of Pelton's outline maps, charts of the elementary sounds, and a 
flobe. For this we are indebted to the remarks of Mr. Craig, Assistant 
tate Superintendent, at our Institute. 

2. We have but one graded school in the county. The building is ar- 
ranged for three departments. For four months, school is maintained in 
the three departments. For the remaining six months, the primary is 
given up ; hence the school is not deriving such benefit from its gradation 
as it ought. The intermediate and higher departments are partially dis- 
organized, by the discontinuance of the primary department, for more 
than half of the year. It would be better for the d\%tt\QVi\.Q\i^^^ ^tX^ 
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nine months school, with the three departments, than to have ten, with 
the primary closed for six months, a change which I trust will be made 
ere long. There is one other district in the county, containing over nine- 
ty scholars, which ought to be graded, but no movement, as yet, has been 
made in that direction. 

3. Seventy-eight teachers have been examined in this county since the 
establishment of the county superintendency. 

For first grade certificates, ' 1 

..dcsecond... do 12 

..do..third.....'. do 65 

Of the eight examined for second grade certificates in the spring of 
1862, the average standing was nine and one-fourth ; four of these eight 
have not been engaged in teaching in this county. Of the four examined 
since the first examination, the average standing is nine and one eighth. 

Twenty-three teachers were examined by my predecessor for a third 
grade certificate, at the spring examination of 1862 ; the average standing 
of these twenty-three was seven and twelve twenty-thirds. 

Fourteen teachers were examined at the fall examination of 1862, for a 
third grade certificate ; their average standing was eight and six forty- 
ninths. 

TweAty-eight teachers were examined at the spring examination of 
1863 ; to twenty-one of them certificates were granted for one year j their 
average standing was seven and ten one hundred and forty-seyenths. To 
seven of the twenty«eight, on account of their limited attainments, inex- 
perience and youth, certificates were granted for the summer only, 
with the express understanding that certificates would not be granted to 
them again, until they had more thoroughly qualified themselves for their 
work. The average standing of these seven was five and twenty-three 
forty-ninths. 

These figures show that the teachers for our last winter's schools were 
more thoroughly prepared for their work than those examined at^the 
spring examinations for our summer schools. They also show that the 
teachers at the spring examination of 1863, did not reach quite so high a 
standard as at the examination of 1862. This may have resulted ^om 
the fact that the examination was conducted by different persons. In look- 
ing at the standing of those that were examined at both examinations, I 
find that all, with but one exception, stand higher at their second exam- 
ination than at their first. 

I think there is an increased desire on the part of many of our teachers 
to become better qualified for their work. Nearly half of them are taking 
the Journal of Education, Many have bought Orcutt's Hints, and some 
have added other educational works to their libraries ; and yet there is a 
good deal of apathy among some of our teachers, who I trust, will ere long 
be brought to feel a deeper interest in their profession, or they will be 
suffered to find employment in less responsible positions. 

There are six teachers in the county who are continued this winter in 
the school they taught the past summer. In this respect we have advan- 
ced considerably. There were only two teachers engaged in teaching this 
summer in the schools they taught last winter. The people seem to feel 
and see the necessity of continuing teachers for more than one term. 
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4. The attendance of pupils has been, in most of our schools, very ir- 
regular. Their progress in study has been very fair considering the 
irregularity of their attendance. General deportment is good so far as I 
have observed. 

6. I think I have observed, during the past year, a growing interest 
among the people generally, of this county, with reference to their schools. 
They seem to feel the necessity of them. They desire to secure the ser- 
vices of competent and efficient teachers. They have kept their children 
generally well supplied with books. There are some dishonorable excep- 
tions to this however. We have but few schools that have not been visited 
by the District Boards, and also by many of the patrons. The people of 
this county, with few exceptions, regard the County Superintendency with 
favor. 

One word more with reference to the law requiring County Superintend- 
ents to hold Institutes. I think the law is deficient in not making farther 
and adequate provision for them, and especially in not making the at- 
tendance of teachers upon them compulsory. 

D. W. GiLFlLLAN, Ckmnty Superintendenf. 

NoTB. — 1. It is wonderful with what tenacity the people cling to the old School 
House, eren though is was erected as a temporary expedient. From this, I would 
urge upon all the propriety tf erecting no shanties to serve a temporary purpose, but 
to strike for a good school house at the outset, and be sure and build it large enough 
for the wants of the district for some years to come. It costs far less to add a few 
feet to the size of a house which is in process of erection, than to add the same after 
the house has be<in once completed. It is good economy to commence at once with a 
good and sizable house. 

VERNON COUNTY. 

On the 6th of July, I commenced the work of visiting the schools of 
Vernon county. I had not time to visit all the districts, but made it a 
point to go into all the towns, distributing the School Code, and especially 
looking after the small districts. I did not see everything to commend, 
but was not forward to censure, as it has a chilling influence upon the 
mind, and has a discouraging effect upon the cause. I found the people 
more interested in Common School matters than I exported ; but petty 
jealousy and local strife, in some neighborhoods, are a great obstacle in the 
path of improvement. (1.) Old districts are not trying to build better 
houses during these war times. Newly organized districts are building 
as good school houses as they think they can afford. We hope in future 
to be able to report greater improvement in the matter of school furni- 
ture, apparatus, &c., than we can this year. Viroqua has one school with 
two departments. This is all we can report under this hiead. At our ex- 
aminations 65 actual and prospective teachers presented themselves. 
Fifty-seven received certificates, some of which were only a license. None 
applied for a second or first grade certificate. But few teach in the same 
district more than one term — none but the very best. There are, in many 
districts, a few young plug-uglies and roughs, that come to school just 
enough to make the teacher nearly all the trouble experienced ; if they 
were to come more regularly they would like the school better. Cannot 
the legislature remedy this evil by some compulsory la^ ^ "C^x^^^sik^KA 
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guardians do not vi^t the sohools as they ought ; hut we are intending 
this winter to arouse the minds of the people upon this suhject. Would 
it not be better to have second and first grade certificates given to such as 
excel in the branches taught in the Common Schools, rather than to those 
that give undue attention to branches not required by law to be taught in 
district schools. There is an inclination to stu dy the higher branches for 
the name of it, which we should be careful not to encourage. 

Hartwell Allen, County Superintendent. 

Note. — 1. In a certain eastern town lived two brothers. They inherited a double 
house and occupied it. Fierce personal quarrels arose. Between the walks leading 
from their front doors to the street a very high and tight board fence was built, so 
that the members of the two families might not see each other as they passed through 
their front yards. The children very soon made holes through the fence, that ihey 
might whisper to each other words of affection. They did not share in the animosity 
of their parents naturally, yet steady training in one direction handed down the 
quarrel, f^om generation to generation, that should have ceased where it began, 
with the partie«( immediately interested. Almost everywhere we find children forced 
into sympathy with their parents in personal and petty quarrels with neighbors. 
How strange that the interests of children, the men and women of the future, should 
be foolishly sacrificed, to gratify pique or passion of parents. T'is no less strange 
than true. If men will quarrel they should see the folly of dragging their children 
into their private difficulties. 

WALWORTH COUNTY. 

In compliance with your circular bearing date of Sept. 7th, I have the 
honor to submit the following supplementary report : 

The public school edifices of this county consist of four log, one hun- 
dred and ten frame, eleven brick, and seven stone school houses. 

During the year three new, neat, and commodious structures have been 
built, to take the place of as many poor, miserable, frame buildings. 

There is manifestly a disposition on the part of many districts to give 
more attention to school architecture, and especially to the furnishing of 
the school rooms with maps, globes, etc. A number of districts have al^ 
ready voted money to buy outline maps and globes. 

Quite a number of districts are repairing their school houses this fall, 
so that they wiU be more comfortable and attractive than last year, and I 
look for a general improvement in those schools. 

There are at the present time eight Graded Schools in this county, viz : 

Whitewater Village, consisting of 6 Departments or Rooms 

Delavan. do do 

Geneva do do 

Elkhorn do ..do 

East Troy do do 

Barien do do 

Sharon do do 

Genoa do do 

These schools are all ably conducted by experienced teachers, and are 
doing a good work for the youth of our villages. 

I have examined during the year three hundred and twenty- one dif- 
ferent individuals, and have granted four first Grade Certificates, nineteen 
second Grade, and two hundred and twenty-nine third Grade, and with a 
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'^^^nrj Ifew exceptions tke individuals have taught one term or more in the 
<* oxmty. 

There is a marked improvement in the average qualifications of the 
'^^aohers of this county, as compared with the previous ye9r, especially in 
lental Arithmetic and Orthography. 

There have been twenty-three teachers emplojed in the same schools 
year as last, and invariably these schools have made the best progress 

any in the county. 

The teachers employed in our schools, with few exceptions, are ear;: est 

their labors, and well qualified for the duties of their vocation. 

Tlie new system of examination adopted, and the consequent withdrawal 
of those, who, without the shadow of qualification, had for so long usurped 
"the privileges and positions of teachers, has been productive of much 
^ood to our schools — and the system of Teachers' Institutes, inaugurated 
\>j Mr. Barnard, and continued since, has been a very powerful agency in 
improving the usefulness of the schools of Walworth eounty. 

These gatherings of the friends of education have afforded a healthful 
stimulus to all engaged in the work of education, quickened their zeal, 
aroused a spirit of emulation among them, awakened a proper sense of 
the importance and responsibilities of their office, and of the relations 
they bear to society. 

I have found in my visits to the schools, that where the competent, 
earnest teacher is employed, the pupil's interest is excited, his attention 
aroused; he in turn, excites the same feeling in his parents, and thus the 
whole community becomes interested in the school. 

Last year the average attendance of the pupils registered was about 
sixty-six and a half per cent., but I am gratified to be able to record that 
this vear the attendance has been nearly seventy-eight per cent, of the 
pupils regbtered. It appears to me that this is an encouraging item for 
our schools, and has been brought about by the earnest and attentive work 
of the faithful teaehers. Tardiness, the twin evil of irregular attendance, 
has been reduced during the past year in about the same ratio. 'There is, 
however, much yet to be done to eradicate these evils, and it will require 
the combined effort of teachers, parents, school officers and all interested 
in the welfare of our youth, to bring our schools up to a proper standard 
in these particulars. The general deportment and progress of the pupils 
have been commendable, in most of the schools. In a very few instances 
have pupils manifested a spirit of insubordination at times, but nothing 
serious has occurred. I have recommended in two instances, that, by the 
mutual agreement of the teacher and School Board, the school should be 
discontinued before the expiration of the term, which recommendations 
were carried into effect. 

The schools of Walworth county have not been visited by the patrons 
of the school as they shouW be, yet in a few districts the patrons have 
evinced a commendable interest in their schools, and have frequently 
visited the schools. ^ 

The carelessness of parents in this particular, oftentimes becomes a 
positive hindrance to the schools, and exhibits their own inconsistency. 
If the farmer hires help, he overlooks all the labor himself, and sees the 
day's work done, the cows milked and fed, the horses watered^ brushed^ 
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and fed the specified amount of grain. With equal care the meohanic 
oversees his journeymen and apprentices, and the merchant his clerks, to 
see that they perform every department of husiness properly. But the 
teacher of their children they seldom or never look after. Term after 
term passes, and they never feel interest enough to encourage either their 
children or the teacher hy their presence in the school room. 

Parents and teachers come in immediate and successive contact with 
the children, and it is desirable that the influence of both should be alike, 
harmonizing and elevating. Almost as much depends upon the cordial 
co-operation of the parent, as upon the skillful management of the teach- 
er. The best of teachers may fail of success in many instances, in conse- 
quence of parental ignorance, prejudice, or negligence. (1.) 

Finally, in taking a retrospective glance over our educational interests 
here in Walworth county, one will find much to encourage him to press on 
in the good work, with renewed efforts to improve our public schools, 
'' the strongest pillars of a free government** 

A. J. Cheney, CowiU^ Superintendent, 

Note. — 1. The fact that the teacher stands for the time being m loco parentis, 
makes the thoughts here presented of great weight. Both parent and teacher are 
working upon the same material, each endeavoring to give form and strength to the 
man that exists undeveloped in the child. Mutual agreement and unity of plan are 
absolutely essential to success. The ignorant and careless teacher may easily spoil 
the work of the parent ; while the nicest work of a good teacher may be sadly mar- 
red by an ignorant or careless parent. The teacher should learn from the p^ent 
the physical condition, the mental characteristics, and the easily besetting sins of the 
child, that he may set about his work of training and correcting intelligently, that 
his course of discipline may be adapted to the condition and wants of the ohUd. 
The parent may learn from the teacher the best method of improving health, develop- 
ing or curbing mental peculiarities, and of conquering and eradicating faults. Fre- 
quent interchanges of thought wHl be mutually beneficial. These may be had in the 
school room or at the fire-side. The work is one work — why should not there be a 
unity of plans in its execution ? 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

In compliance with your circular of Sept. 7th, 1863, I have the honor 
to submit the following brief report : 

I. School Houses. — Since the time the office of county superintend- 
ent of schools was created by the legislature, the number of school houses 
in this county has not increased, as bo new school districts have been 
formed, but, as the annual reports show, the several school districts raised 
always, and especially this fall, so much money as to improve their school 
houses in regard to their external appearance as well as to furniture and 
apparatus. The report of the year 1862 shows sixty- eight log school houses, 
twenty-eight frame school houses, seven brick school houses, and three 
stone school houses ; and the report of the y&ar 1863 only sixty-six log 
school houses and twenty-six frame school houses, but ten brick and 
two stone school houses. (One district having a stone school house has 
not reported.) Many school districts, as I am informed, have, in their 
annual school meeting this fall, raised more money than ever to build or 
repair school houses, and to buy the necessary apparatus, especially maps 
and charts. District No. 2, of the town and village of West Bend, for 
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instance, has raised $2,500 to build a new brick school house, and district 
No. 11, of the same town and Tillage, has already built one, of the value, 
including furniture^ etc., of about 92,200. In the villages of Hartford, 
etc., the people also united more and more to enlarge their school houses, 
and to make them healthy and comfortable for both teachers and pupils. 
The value of school houses in the county has increased in this present 
jear over 1^,000, and will, as stated above, increase during the next year. 

2. Number of Graded Schools. — The number of schools in this 
county having more than one department is rather small, as all the town- 
ships, in which no village is situated, have schools with only one depart- 
ment. The two school districts of the village of Hartford, and also one 
school district of the village of West Bend, have two departments. There 
is not as yet any graded school in the county. 

3. Teachers. — Not less than 369 teachers were examined, but only 317 
received certificates, of which 19 were granted for the second grade. As 
to the improvement of the teachers, I can state that the majority of them 
have shown and proved that they love their profession, and that they ear- 
nestly intend and try to obtain all the knowledge required in the several 
branches. The average standing in the branches of the third grade, was 
in the previous year from four to five, and in the present year ^om six to 
seven, on the scale of ten. It also shows the improvement of the teachers, 
that at the beginning of the winter term a great many school districts are 
desirous to have the same teacher employed they had a year previous, 
and that these districts express great satisfaction with their teacher. (1.) 

4. Pupils. — According to the reports of the several clerks of the school 
districts^ and the report of the teachers, the pupils in all the schools have 
been more punctual in their attendance upon school than in any previous 
year, and the general deportment of the pupils has been excellent, and in 
no case has there been any complaint, except in one district, and the 
scholars, by the good and careful government of their qualified and expe- 
rienced teachers, improve in their studies, as it it is said by all. 

5. Patrons of the schools, who take interest in the education of the 
young generation, and all those persons who visited the schools during 
the terms, and who attended to the exhibitions held at the closing of 
each term, deserve the many thanks of teachers as well as scholars for 
the interest they have taken in the education and the encouragement they 
have given. In consideration of these circumstances, we may and can 
be convinced, that our schools will improve every year more and more, 
and that the rising generation will receive an education that makes them 
good citizens and useful and noble men and women. 

Through the influence of the patrons of the several schools, the winter 
term, in bv far the greatest number of school districts, has increased in re- 
gard to time, so that the average time this winter will be at least five 
months, whilst the average of the previous year was but three and a half 
months. Teachers' wages also have increased, and the next annual report 
will prove, that in this county, the parents and guardians and the patrons of 
the schools are truly and heartily co-operating with all those who are em- 
ployed in the noble work of the education of the youth. 

Fred. Regenfuss, Qnmty Superintendent 

Note. — 1. There is no surer mark of progress in the right direction. ib%?CL\s^\i!«fe 
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evinced. Frequent change of Teachers insures little else than constant repetitions 
on the part of pupils, and growing complaints on the part of patrons. A snocessful 
Teacher must understand the capacity and the attainments of his pupils. Quite a 
large part of the first term of school must be spent in acquiring this knowledge. 
When the first term is the only term, so much time is wasted. A successful Teacher 
must haye motive to induce thorough and steady endeavor. No bett-er motive can be 
urged than the prospect of permanence. A successful Teacher must acquaint him- 
self with the circumstanceS| wants and wishes of his patrons. A single term is 
hardly sufficient for this, and with the certainty of removal at the close of the term 
he has little inducement to make the acquaintance of his patrons. Pupils must love 
a Teacher, else they will fail to be most profited by his instructions. A single term 
is hardly sufficient for the growth of esteem and a^ection. Strangers to each other 
and to each others' wishes and needs, little can be accomplished in so short a time. 

WAUKESHA COUNTY. 

This county, consisting of sixteen towns, is divided into four Inspection 
districts. It contains eighty-five whole districts, and one hundred and one 
parts, making in all one hundred and thirty-one whole districts. We 
have one hundred and eighteen school houses, so-called, one district rents 
a building, and two are entirely destitute of any, the incendiary's torch 
having been applied to the old dilapidated log huts, that formerly bore Uie 
name of school houses in these districts. Whether the intention was good 
or evil, the result is, that preparations are being made to build two good, 
substantial school buildings in their stead. 

We have seven schools that make some pretensions to grading ; two of 
which have each three departments, and five have each two departments. 

Nine public examinations have been held during the year. The num- 
ber of applications for certificates has been three hundred and fifby-six. 
The standard for the year past has been, eight for first grade, seven for 
second, and six for third grade. Of the number applying for license, three 
have been found entitled to a first grade certificate, thirteen to a second, 
two hundred and sixteen to a third, and forty-six to a limited certificate. 
If we consider the limited certificates as failures, (and they are but little 
better, with few exceptions,) the failures are one in every three, nearly. (1) 
About two hundred of those licensed have been engaged in teaching in 
the county during some portion of the year. I think all of the 1st and 
2d grade teachers have found employment. After my first examination, 
I found so many school boards willing to employ teachers with district cer- 
tificates, because they could be obtained for lower wages, that I have sinee 
raised the standard for this class of teachers, and refuse to grant the cer- 
tificate without the request of the board, they — the b oar d-^-kn owing the 
applicant to be entitled to a district certificate only. This course has had 
itis intended effect. The demand for male teachers for winter schools has 
been very great. Only forty males have been licensed during the year, 
nearly all of whom will teach the coming winter. 

With very few exceptions — and those are due to the schools not being 
in session — ^I have visited the schools of the county once during the year, 
many twice, and some three times. These latter were cases that I con- 
sidered radically diseased, and needing special treatment. I have made 
not less than one hundred and fifty visits. 

Five Institutes for the instruction of teachers have been held during 
the jear. The number in attendance in the spring was one hundred and 
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fleyentj-eiglit. There were nearly all tried teachers. I take pleasure in 
ackBOwledging, in conducting this Institute, the assistance of many of 
"the friends of education in the State, among whom are Mr. J. L. Pick- 
lurd, Bev. J. B. Pradt, F. B. Williams, D. C. Duncan, C. E. Spinney, and 
others. This Institute continued eight days, and accomplished much 
^ood. The fall Institutes were four in number, one in each inspection 
district, of three days continuance, immediately preceding the examina- 
iiion. These were attended by one hundred and twenty earnest and prac- 
^cal teachers. I an disposed to think that the fall Institutes were at- 
tended with quite as many good results as the larger one held in the spring. 
^The number in attendance being comparatively small, we had no one to 
3ean upon, and the consequence was, that each engaged with a hearty 
^ood will, and the work went nobly on, with profit and satisfaction to all. 

We haye, in our county, a few fine school buildings, well furnished ; we 
Hiaye, also, many very mean ones. Three new school houses have been 
l>uilt during the year; two more are in process of building. Some three or 
^our haye been extensively repaired, and new seated, and fifty more need 
the same. I have not been able, in all instances, to exert an influence 
quite satisfactory to myself, when new school houses have been in pro- 
eesB of building. The first difficulty is almost universal ; sufficient 
means are not provided with which to build such a house as is needed. 
Secondly, tiie district usually passes a vote fixing the size and proportions 
of the house. When this is done, it is frequently impossible to arrange 
for convenient seating ; and thirdly, the builder quite too often controls 
the building committee, and the arrangement is made to conform to hU 
eoBvenieBce. The builder may be a good mechanic, still he is often as 
unfit to plan a school house as he would be to plan the siege of Yicks- 
burg. If our school houses could be built at town expense, and superin- 
tended by competent persons, these evils would be remedied. 

I have made some effort to enlist an increased interest on the part of 
patrons and school officers, and I think with some success. To accomplish 
this I have, in the winter season, called neighboring schools together on 
Saturday, and engaged in some general exercise ; and I have usually been 
able to manage them in such a manner, that teachers, parents, and pupils 
all should take a part. In the summer season, pic-nics have been held, 
where ten or twenty schools, with the parents and friends, could be gath- 
ered together. In all and every instance when gatherings of this charac- 
ter have been held, I have pressed upon the people the necessity of pay- 
ing more attention to their schools, school houses, and school furniture. 
A county Teachers' Association has been formed, of which about one half 
of the teachers of the county are members. One Town Association has 
also been formed, and we hope soon to have one in every town in the 
county. I have delivered seventeen public lectures during the year, bring- 
ing the subject of schools home to the hearts and consciences of the peo- 
ple in as plain and practical a manner as I was capable of doing. And 
although no outline maps and globes have been purchased by the schools 
of the county for years past, several sets have been purchased recently, and 
the strong indication is, that many more will be introduced. I trust also 
that numbers have been induced to visit the schools, and make themselves 
acquainted with what was done, and what is needed to be done. If we c^\2k 
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get the people to see aai/eel the necessity of better eonvenienoies in and 
around the school housC) I am convinced they will not be slow to furnish 
the means to proyide them. 

Many of our most competent Instructors of past years, have made the 
noble sacrifice, and exchanged the school room for the battle field. Their 
places have been filled mostly by a younger class, principally females, 
many of whom show a commendable zeal, are possessed of fine talents^ and 
what in my judgment is of much importance, is, that they are teachable. 

The greatest obstacle in the way of the advancement of schools, b irre^- 
ulariiy in attendance. Teachers can do something to remedy this evil, 
parents can, if they will, do much more : but I am compelled to think 
it can never be accomplished, until some suitable legislative act is passed 
to compel unwilling parents to do their duty to their children. It is due 
to the State to see that this is done. If schools are to be supported at 
public expense, it is the duty of the State to see to it that the money is 
not sauandered ; and the irregularity of attendance in many schools^ is 
little better than a waste of one-third of the money. 

Another hindrance is the size of the districts — many are too small to 
be able to sustain a competent teacher. The man who will devise a plan 
by which the school districts of this State can be properly consolidated 
will be a benefactor of his race, and be entitled to the thanks of succeed- 
ing generations. 

One of the pressing wants of the countv is a High School, where teach- 
ers can fit themselves for their work. We think the system ef County 
Superintendency is gaining favor with the people in the county, and we 
intend that during the coming two years, by the blessing of the Bestower 
of all good, it shall make its mark in Waukesha County, and one that 
" time's effacing fingers '' will not soon wear out. 

A. D. Hbndrickson, County Superintendent 

Note.— 1. I have ever objected to the granting of Limited Certificates, though al- 
lowed by the Law, except in cases when absolute neeeanty demands. Those who 
wiU accept such a certificate, show by their very acceptance, in a majority of eases, 
an unwiUingness to prepare themselves thoroughly for their work, and a consequent 
unfitness for the position to which they aspire. Nor will it do to grant such certificates 
upon the simple request of the District Board. The Board is not the proper judge 
of the qualifications of Teachers. The Law makes the County Superintendent judge 
in this matter. He should never permit any school to be presided over by an unqual- 
ified Teacher, because requested to do so by the District Board. He is the sentinel 
stationed at the School House Door, to guard the interests of the SchooL Some in- 
stances may arise, in which there are not qualified Teachers enough to supply the 
Schools of the county. The Superintendent may then exercise his discretion in 
granting, to the best of those failing in examination, Limited Certificates to a number 
sufficient to supply the Schools. In the older counties of the State, such limited 
certificates will be very rare. 

WAUPACOA COUNTY. 

In compliance with your wishes and directions, I submit the following 
general report of the condition of our common schools : 

1. School Houses, Fubnitube, Etc. — Many quite important im- 
proTcments were made during the past year, even more than could have 
been expected, considering the present times, which tend to draw the 
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attention of our citizens to the raging warfare of our young citizens em- 
bodied in the Union army. Only a few new school houses were built, but, 
in every instance, we can notice the foreseeing thoughts of the districts. 
The houses erected are neat, capacious houses, calculated not merely for 
the present time. Many districts have improved their old school 
houses, waiting with their plans, of erecting new houses, for the close of 
the war. Especially many improvements were made in furniture, as desks, 
benches, and in making the inside of the school houses appear more 
friendly and homelike. Several districts provided their school houses 
with outline maps, and even a few of them with charts. The number of 
outline maps has increased more than 200 per cent., and would increase 
faster yet if a recommendable set were published, and if they could be 
bought easily and singly in this State. Willson's set of charts proves to 
be a very useful instrument for primary instruction. 

2. Graded Schools. — There are but three districts with graded schools, 
two of them with two, and one with three departments. A union school 
in Waupaca exhibits very clearly the great advantages of the graded 
schools. The citizens in many of the different towns seem to foster the 
idea of organizing town schools ; and I believe that a brighter view in 
our political horizon will encourage them to begin. (1.) 

3. Examination of Teachers, and their Qualifications. — The 
ezaiiiinations of teachers were held twice a year, and in strict conformity 
with your advice and the school law. The following is the result : 

Grades. 
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1. Fall Examinations, 98 applicants, passed, 10 14 41 66 

2. Spring " 86 do do 2 38 35 

Total, 10 16 74 100 

Many of those not reaching the standard of qualification for a third 
grade certificate, yet standing high enough for a license, as allowed by 
law, were permitted to teach in certain districts, after an application by 
the district board. 

The standard of qualification is as high as recommended by the con- 
vention of county superintendents, as a minimum. The questions are of 
such a nature as to test the applicants not only in '^ what they know,'' but 
" what they can do." 

Decided improvement can easily be noticed. Waupaca county has a 
corps of teachers, ardent for self-improvement, zealous in their occupa- 
tion as teachers, and a friendly intercourse among them proves that a 
professional spirit is awake in them. I can justly feel proud of them, 
and feel only sorry to state, that several of them, endowed with natural 
faculties as teachers, and well qualified in regard to experience and educa- 
tion, left the county because they were offered higher wages, or were tak- 
ing leave to start a small private school for lifetime. Our present system 
of lady teachers is only objectionable in this point, although it is better 
than the former usage, of degrading the profession of teaching as a step 
for another profession. Teachers are too frequently changed yet ; out 
of about ninety districts, merely twelve of them hired the same teacher for 
more than one year. 
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5. Attendance. — Notwithstanding my introduced system of month- 
ly teacher's reports, I cannot nearly ascertain the real ayerage at- 
tendance, as I did not receive the reports of all the teachers. The stand- 
ard of attendance, however, was higher than the year before. Yet some 
parents will always keep their children away from* school, and thus de- 
prive them of the foundation of real happiness, a true education. 

Order and punctuality were much improved during the year, and the 
present condition of our schools is encouraging for every friend of edu- 
cation. The instruction is more thorough, embraces more branches, and 
has more the tendency, not merely to instruct but to educate. (2). 

Improvements are especially made in mental and written arithmetic, 
and in grammar, and composition. Singing is fostered more carefully 
than formerly, and the methods of spelling are now practical, and bene- 
ficial. 

5. Patrons, and Visits. — The teachers and the Superintendent en- 
joy in their labors, the cooperation of our citizens. Good and energetic 
teachers meet with praise and assistance. The schools are more frequent- 
ly visited by parents, for teachers invite them occasionally. The result of 
it is apparent in improvements made in, and around the school house. 
The improved methods are always liked in districts where they care for 
the education of their children ; while in sections of the county where 
they don't feel the importance of a good school, nor the necessity of im- 
provement, they do not like the new order of things, fearing a school 
teacher might cost more per week than a common working girl. I am 
happy to state that a very small minority belongs to this class. The well 
educated citizens do not merely honor and sustain the true teacher, but 
they wish to pay him too, and I hear oftener the remark, <^ send us a good 
teacher,'' than, ^' send us a cheap one." 

The present flolirishing condition of our schools, we owe in a great 
measure to our last Normal Institute, taught by Prof. C. H. Allen. To 
carry the work on, a normal class was formed this fall, and the prospect 
of the cause of education in Waupacca county is encouraging. 

J. Webnli, County Superintendent, 

Notes. — 1. Reference is here made to the Township District System, which is 
fully set forth elsewhei*e in this report. 

2. Mr. Wernli here makes a distinction not often noticed by teachers, though a very 
important one to be observed. Many teach who do not educate. Books are used main- 
ly in teaching. In the work of educating, books are subordinate to the things seen, 
keardf and felt by the pupils while at school and out of school. The school house 
with its furniture and its surroundings ; the teacher in his movements, his dress, his 
personal habits and his address, are educators. The general discipline of the school 
room, and the particular discipline of the recitation room, and the play-ground, edu- 
cate. Many persons are taught all their school lives, but are never educated — are 
^ed up, but are not drawn out, grow large by accretion, never by expansion. The 
educator uses books as the means to an end. The teacher makes the books studied 
the end. 
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WAUSHARA COUNTY. 

In submitting my annual report, I herewith send jou a brief summary 
of the condition and prospects of the schools in this county, in accordance 
with your request : 

1. The capital invested in school houses is small, and, as a necessary 
consequence, they are poor and ill -adapted to the convenience, comfort 
and wants of the pupils. It is true that we have a few neat and comfortable 
houses, but| in the majority of cases, they are poor, miserable apologies, 
better suited for stalls in which to feed and fatten hogs, which continually 
prowl about the door, frequently finding the way into the childrens' 
baskets, devouring their contents, which a careful mother's hand had pre- 
pared as a dinner for her children. Many of them are in better shape 
than they were two years ago, but there is still a great chance for improve- 
ment. Many were without desks or shelves upon which to place the 
books, and almost destitute of seats, unless a few rude benches, scattered 
here and there, without backs, could be called such, which would answer 
a much better purpose as horse blocks. All this slovenly appearance is 
owing to the lack of intetest, on the part of officers and electors, in the 
localities where this state of things exists, in the cause of general intel- 
ligenee and education. The real cause is not so much the want of money 
and means, as poverty of public spirit, taste and refinement. But some- 
thing has been done, and still is being done, to arouse the people from 
this state of lethargy and inaction. Many have materially improved the 
internal appearance of the school house by introducing comfortable seats 
and desks, black-boards, and other necessary and indispensable articles 
for the convenience and success of both teacher and pupil. One new 
school house has been built during the year. The people of Pine River, 
at iheir annual school meeting, voted a tax of two hundred dollars with 
which to repair and enlarge their school house. 

The most of our schools are destitute of needful apparatus, such as 
globes, cubical blocks, etc., aside from what is furnished by the teacher. 
But four schools in the county are supplied with full sets of maps. 
One school is supplied with a full set of anatomical charts. If the people 
can be made to see the necessity of providing respectable and comfort- 
able school houses, then the day cannot be very far distant when t^e 
school room will be made attractive and cheerful, and instead of the bare, 
cold walls, and often of rude logs, to meet the gaze of the pupils, we 
shall see them decorated with the useful and ornamental, each school room 
supplied with its laboratory and library. 

2. We have but one graded school in the county, and that, at present, 
has but two departments. Here, in my opinion, lies a very great obstruc- 
tion to success in our common sthool system. 

Fifty and sixty children are crowded together into one room, of various 
ages from four to twenty, and necessarily of various grades of attainment. 
The parents complain that their little ones do not receive proper attention, 
or at least their share of it, from the teacher, and others that their older 
and hirger ones do not advance in their studies, and such will continue to 
be our oondition until we have graded schools, not only in our large vil- 
lages and towns, but in our rural districts ; especially can thet^ ^ ^yda 
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school in every township, (with but very few exceptions at least,) which 
shall be a stepping-stone to our Universities of learning, but more especi- 
ally where teachers maybe drilled in their profession, and all classes fitted 
and prepared to enact unerringly their part in the great drama of life. 

3. One hundred and seventy persons during the past year have pre- 
sented themselves as candidates for inspection, of whom one hundred and 
twenty have received Graded Certificates. Two were granted the First 
Grade, eighteen the Second, and one hundred the Third Grade Certificate. 
I have taken special pains, during the past year, to stimulate to active ef- 
forts the Teachers of Waushara county, by holding Institutes, Teachers' 
Associations, and endeavoring to instruct to the extent of my ability, and 
have been richly rewarded in witnessing the zeal and interest manifested 
in the cause, which we are endeavoring to perpetuate and extend. 

Teachers appear willing and anxious to do all in their power, for the 
interests of our schools, but we lack the hearty cooperation of pa/rentSy 
who, most of allj it seems to me, should manifest a deep interest in the 
education of their children. But local prejudices, in regard to school 
discipline and school instruction, I find hard to overcome and subdue in 
the minds of parents, particularly those of foreign extraction. Our motto 
is, " Labor conquers all things." 

4. Each district in our county will average about thirty pupils, of 
whom twenty-five per cent, do not attend school; seventy-five per cent, of 
the remainder are regular in their attendance, making an average of about 
eighteen to each district. 

5. The general deportment of pupils has been good, but a great lack 
of general good morals is observed. I consider morality to be a very es- 
sential requisite in the qualifications of a good teacher, the teacher's 
influence and example being closely connected with the future prosperity 
or adversity of this Bepublic. (1.) 

6. I always make a point to visit the District Board, and get some one 
if possible, to go with me to the school house to see what we can do for 
the good of those there assembled, but in too many cases meet with a re- 
fusal, saying, ^^I am so busy to-day, I cannot possibly spend the time." 
But I am happy to add that the interest in educational matters is growing 
and increasing, so that ere long we hope to have the hearty cooperation 
of every parent in the county. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

H. 0. Pierce, County Superintendent. 

Note. — 1. Mr. Pierce does not overrate the importance of the inculcation of a pure 
morality in our schools. It cannot be overrated. It lies at the very foundation of 
our social fabric. Cultivate the body and make a giant in strength ; cultivate the 
mind and thus give vast intellectual power and vigor; and neglect the heart — ^the in- 
ner life — and the most costly and imposing superstructure reared upon such a rotten 
foundation, will prove but a glittering mass of rubbish, when it shall have tottered 
and fallen about the head of its possessor. Character is of more worth than coin. 
Any system of education which leaves out of sight the moral nature, and neglects its 
cultivation, must prove a disastrous failure. The springs which supply the streams 
that fertilize our land, must be kept pure. They are found in the school houses. 
Teachers are posted there as sentinels. If they sleep upon their post, or themselves 
poison the fountains, terrible should be the punishment inflicted upon them. The 
people should see to it that their sentinels are faithful and trustworthy. 
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY. 

(NO BXPORT.) 

WOOD COUNTY 

Pmimmni to jour request, I submit for your consideration tbe follow- 
ing items in relation to schools. I am not able to report as complete suc- 
cess as it Was fondly boped it might be our good fortune to do, ooe year ago. 

The number of applicants for certificates in the county during the past 
year was thirty-four ; of which one received second grade, eleven the 
third grade, and sixteen district certificates, six having been rejected. 

There has not been any cause of regret for issuing district certificates, 
except in one instance ; which result is highly gratifying when it is knowi^ 
that there is such a lack of teachers who are entitled to higher grade cer- 
tifleates, as to render it absolutely necessary to adopt the aforesaid policy. 
There has seemed to be a fixed determination on the part of this class to 
spare no pains to occupy a higher and more meritorious position as pro- 
fessional teacheni. (1.) And, happily for them and the county, there is a 
system of normal instruction about being inaugurated, that will render this 
policy unnecessary, and give all an opportunity of becoming competent and 
efficient in the profession. 

Much more effott has been put forth by the people in the county, to 
make the school houses more healthful, commodious, and tasty, than on 
former occasions, and two new and attractive buildings have been erected 
during the past year. 

Several districts have been furnished with outline maps and charts, and 
the tax has been levied for several other districts. 

An Institute was held in the county, commencing March 12, 1863, and 
continuing one week, during which time much valuable assistance was 
rendered the teachers present, and the many pertinent hints of Assistant 
Superintendent Craig, will long be cherished by those in attendance. 

A normal class was organized October 21, and continued till November 
9th, 1868, under the principal care of Rev. J. W. Harris, and although 
the term was short, yet it was of sufficient length to evince clearly the in- 
valuble results of proper normal instruction, and paved the way for a more 
permanent and extended system of normal instruction in the future. And 
we can but express our deep sense of gratitude to the County Boards for 
an appropriation of 9100, for the benefit of the normal department the 
ensuing year, (which they made at the last annual meeting, immediately 
after the matter was presented to them,) thereby giving their countenance 
and hearty support to this valuable enterprise. (2.) 

It was our pleasure to visit all the schools in the county once, and all 
b«t three sohools twice, during the summer term, and to spend at least ' 
one-half day in each school, and in so doing, we have noticed several 
points of much interest to the thinking mind, to wit : 

1. That it has been a universal rule, that in those districts where the 
inMbitants most frequently and systematically visit the school, there the 
best sohools are found. There, too, the best teachers seek employment, 
for the reason that the parental influence is such that all good effottA vk% 
j^ppreoiated by the patrons of the school. 
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2. That the people generally in the county have manifested very mndh 
interest in the cause of education, by TOting a more liberal tax for the 
support of the school than on any former occasion ; and in those districts 
where the people hare showed a tight-fistedness in the matter, there we 
found a tight-fisted school^ without life and without success.. 

3. That the attendance of pupils has been respectable, but by no 
means what it should and would have been, had it not been for the uncon- 
trollable o£fects of two epidemics, visiting the various neighborhoods of 
the county during the spring and summer terms, very much diminishing, 
and in some instances destroying interest in our schools for a time. 

4. That there is an evil peculiar to some parts of our county, which 
is the non-payment of taxes by speculators, by which -many districts, al- 
though raising burdensome taxes for school purposes, have nothing to pay 
their teachers with but tax certificates or district orders, a sort of pay not 
commendable ; and they can not, even with the greatest effort, hire a 
qualified teacher, but are compelled to employ a teacher with a district 
certificate, and are therefore suffering under difficulties not easy to remove. 

We have much reason to be thankful, amid all these inconveniences, 
however, that the schools in the county generally are gaining ground in 
the public estimation ; that a majority of the citizens unite their efforts 
with the teachers' and mine, to obtain the best results, and encourage a 
higher standard of the teacher; that the teachers of the county, though 
generally youngs are not forgetful of the general welfare of our schools. 
Nor do any of them, who intend teaching in Wood county, forget to take 
the Wisconsin Journal of Education. 

G. F, Witter, Coimty Superintendent. 

NoTBS. — 1. The policy of issumg District Licenses, is very objectionable in oonn- 
ties where there are teachers enough to supply the schools, who are able to seoore a 
third grade certificate. Such a course will discourage the worthy teachers, who find 
the places they should occupy filled by inferior teachers, holding temporary certifi- 
cates. The newer counties find such a course necessary. It is cheering to know 
that such teachers are ambitious and deserving in Wood county. The number of 
such teachers will therefore grow less. 

2. This is the first instance coming to my knowledge of any appropriation being 
made by the County Board of Supervisors for the purpose of aiding the cause of 
■Normal Instruction. It is certainly praise-worthy, and must help much the schools 
of the county, if judiciously expended. 



The experiment of County Superintendency has now been tried for two 
years. So far it has been successful beyond my most sanguine expecta- 
tions. It has of course met with some disfavor. Nearly all that has 
been urged against it, is not really chargeable to the system, but to the 
improper administration of it. Upon the part of the Superintendents 
generally, there has been no lack of zeal, and of patient laboring under 
discouragements. Many have made noble sacrifices for the cause to which 
they have so truly devoted themselves. Their salaries have been smtfll, 
but their purpose to raise the standard of education in their respeotive 
fields of labor, has been faithfully adhered to. 
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A few oounties have recognized, to some extent, the yalue of services 
rendered, and have not restricted their officers to the very lowest salary 
the law woal4 allow. With the year 1864 another term of service com- 
mences. I trust those selected as the standard-bearers for the several 
Gonnties, will be better rewarded, but under any circumstances let them 
not '*bate one jot of heart or of hope/' In my intercourse with the Su- 
perintendents of the State, both official and personal, nothing has occur- 
red on their part that I would have changed. Their faithfulness, and cor- 
dial sympathy, have encouraged and aided me. Among the many eviden- 
ces of interest in their work, which I have witnessed and remembered, 
one seems specially worthy of note here. While traveling for two or 
three days with one of the Superintendents over his field of labor, I no- 
ticed that his faithful steed espied school houses more readily than I 
could, and when left entirely to himself, he would slacken his pace as he 
approached, until he came to a halt before the door. Yerily, that horse 
knoweth his master's business. 

STATISTICS. 

The tables in the Appendix numbered II, III, IV and Y, give the sta- 
tistics in detail. They are without doubt incorrect in many particulars, 
but they are believed to be more reliable than any heretofore given. Xbe 
County Superintendents have in many instances taken unusual pain^^to 
have their Reports correct. Every county in the state is quite fully re- 
ported. The main facts of general interest are gathered into the following 

SUMMARY : 

Number of counties reporting, 56 

Number of towns reporting, 771 

Number of towns not reporting, 1 

Number of whole Districts,.. 8,888 

Number of parts of Districts, 1,842 

Number of districts reckoning 2^ parts as equal to one whole district,.. 4, 702 

Number of districts not reporting, 161 

Number of parts of districts not reporting, 122 

Whole number of districts unreported, 215 

Number of Male children between 4 and 20 years of age, 164, 100 

Number of Female children between 4 and 20 years of age, 156, 865 

Total number of children between 4 and 20 years of age, 820, 065 

Szoess of Males over Females, 7,285 

Increase since last report, 12, 800 

Number of districts maintaining school more than one term, 8, 868 

Number of Male Teachers employed during winter term, 1, 812 

Number of Female Teachers employed during winter term, 2, 581 

Number of Male Teachers employed during summer term, 858 

Number of Female Teachers employed during summer term, 3, 765 

Number of different persons employed in teaching during the year, 7, 408 

Number of Teachers who have had experience as Teachers preyious to 

this year, 5,0tt 

Number of pupils registered during winter term, 170, 5ft 

Whole number of days' attendance during winter term, 8,014,444 

Number of pupils registered during the summer term,» 144, 626 

Whole number of days' attendance during summer term, 5, 776, 285 

])7umber of pupils attending during the year, 215, 168 
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Whole number of days' attendance during the year, 18, 700, 720 

Average length of Winter Term, days, 61 

ATerage length of Summer Term, days, 60 

Number of days' possible attendance, 21,275,861 

Number of days' actual attendance, 18,700, 720 

Percentage of attendance upon number registered, 66 

Percentage of attendance upon number entitled to school priyileges,.... 44 

Number of children under 4 years of age who haye attended school, 1, 887 

Number oyer 20 years of age who haye attended school, 1, 448 

Number of select and priyate schools, 820 

Number of pupils reported attending the same, 10,440 

Average wages paid Male Teachers per month during Winter Term, $ 36 66 

Average wages paid Female Teachers per month during Winter Term, 17 62 

Average wages paid Male Teachers per month during Summer Term,... 80 04 

Average wages paid Female Teachers per month during Summer Term, 16 27 . 

Average wages per month paid Male Teachers, 27 11 

Average wages per month paid Female Teachers, 16 81 

State Fund apportioned during the year, $136, 761 06 

Tax levied by County Boards, 128, 174 42 

Tax le#Bd by Towns, 67,808 47 

District Taxes for Teachers' Wages, 884,446 86 

IMstrict Taxes for School Houses, 78, 766 87 

District Taxes for Maps, Charts, &c., 2,446 76 

Distifict Taxes for other purposes,.. 73,082 14 

Total amount of Taxes raised,.. 679,708 04 

ToCal amount of money expended for School purposes, to be diminished 

by amount of delmquent tax returned, 816,468 03 

Number of Stone School Houses, 188 

Number of Brick School Houses, 102 

Number of Frame School Houses, 2,406 

Number of Log School Houses, 1,208 

Total number of School Houses, 4,168 

Number of School House Sites containing less than one acre, 8, 827 

Number of School House Sites uninclosed, 8,106 

Number of School Houses without Outline Maps, 8,078 

Number of School Houses without Black-boards, 408 

Average valuation of School Houses, $818 00 

Highest value of any School House, 88,000 00 

Lowest value of any School House, 08 

Total valuation of School Houses, 1.826,768 00 

Number of district libraries, 770 

Number of volumes in the same, >• 84,880 

Number of volumes purchased this year, 783 

Number of volumes loaned this year, , 16, 862 

Levis, in Clark county, is the only town unreported this year. Last 
year two towns were not reported, and in 1861 five were delinquent. 
School Districts. — The number of districts reported this year is 131 

freater than last year. Making allowance for a decrease of 5 unreported 
istricts, it shows an increase of 122, or 2| per cent, upon the number 
reported last year. This is relatively a decrease in number, since the 
ilatnbor of school children has actually increased nearly 4 per cent, in 
the same time. 

The counties reporting in full the whole districts and parts of districts, 
are Ashland, Chippewa, Douglas, Jefferson, Kenosha, La Pointe, Outa- 
gamie and Sheboygan. Counties reporting all whole districts, but failing 



86 

to report all parts of distriots, are Brown, Dodse, Green Lake, Milwau- 
kee, Oiankee, Polk, Walworth, Waukesha and Winnebago. 

Buffalo, Calumet, Door, Green, Iowa, Oconto, Racine, Rock, Shawanaw, 
Washington, Waupacca, and Wood counties have reported all parts of dis* 
triotS; but have failed to report some whole districts. Monroe and Wau- 
shara counties show the largest number of unreported districts. 

Bvery year we have some reports sent in after the annual report is 
published. It has been my custom to receive such reports upon a&davit 
of proper oSceri^ that the failure to make such report in time was una- 
Yoidnble, and to incorporate it with the reports of the several towns to 
whioh the delinquent districts belong, before making the apportionment 
of public money. District clerks have often mailed their reports in 
seaao», but through miscarriage they have not reached the town clerk in 
season for his report. Some instances have occurred in which sickness or 
death, has delayed the clerk's report beyond the time fixed by law. Such 
faotSy when fully established, have been deemed sufficient reason for ad- 
mitting the report after the prescribed time, and for making an apportion- 
ment upon the same. The number of such cases is, however, very rare, 
and caU; under no circumstances affect other districts injuriously. 

SoHOOL Ohildbkn. — The whole number is 320,965 ; males, 164,100 ; 
females, 156,865. The excess of males is 7,235. The whole number is 
nearly 4 per cent, greater than last year. In Clark, Door, La Pointe, 
Osaukee, and Racine counties there has been a decrease. The large num- 
ber of unreported districts in Sauk and Waushara counties, shows an ap- 
parent decrease in school children in these counties. 

MilwankeeJ county stands first in number of children, then follow 
Dane^ Dodge^ Fond dn Lac, Rock, Grant and Jefferson in the order name4. 

School Terms. — The number of districts that have maintained school 
more than one term is 3,368, or nearly 72 per cent, of the whole number. 
This is 5 per cent, better than last year. The average length of school 
daring the year is 120 days. Winter terms average 61 days, and summer 
terms 59 days. In 1862 the average was 109 days. Increase, 11 days, 
or 10 per cent. This a very gratifying indication of progress. 

So!HOOL8 Haying mobe than One Depabtment. — This division of 
sekools into departments is an attempt at gradation of schools. In some 
instances it iaccomplishes all that is desired ; in others it amounts to little 
more th^n a separation of pupils upon the basis of age, rather than upon 
that of attainments and capacity. Imperfect as it doubtless is, it is bet- 
ter than the system of mixed schools, inasmuch as the division of pupils 
upon the line of age will separate, to a greater or less extent, those who 
need different discipline and instruction. 

If I mistake not, Kenosha took the lead in the matter of graded 
schols in the State of Wisconsin. The following letter will be read with 
interest. Mr. Jilson was for a long time superintendent of the city * 
schools : 

Kenosha, June Ist, 1868. 
J. L. PiOKABD. — Dear Sir: — The grading of our schools has been a matter of 
growth. In 1845, by special act of the legislature, we erected our lar^<& i^<:^\vc^q\\vsv^.%% 
on the free school system, and we graded it then into four d«^«uTVisv^TA.'«^^>iXi^ K'^^^ 
etc. department; the first reader department, and lYien «k \ax^«i ^«v«t\ssiWiX. ^^"^ ^^ 
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scholars from spoiling up to grammar. This was the lower room. The upper ro<Kii, 
called the high school, took all the rest. 

In about the year 1856 we completed our second large building.- We then went 
into a second system of grading, making it thorough from the A B 0, to the higher 
department, and have thus continued it, making improYements as far as we ooald 
and as room would permit, till at present we think we have a very perfect system 
of grade, everything moying right along from the lowest to the highest, as the 
scholar progresses, without regard to age or social position of the pupil. 

As early as the year 1848, a «ommittee was proposed atone of our school meetings, 
for the purpose of inyestigating and reporting upon the propriety of a union school 
for the then Tillage of Kenosha, to be supported upon the grand list, upon t]\e free 
school system. The committee was opposed and yoted down. Then an association 
of some six or eight of us agreed to agitate, and for this purpose we secured 
the use of the Methodist and Congregational Churches every alternate Sabbath 
evening, and gave addresses upon the subject of free schools. The straggle 
was a hard one, but in 1846 we got the law above referred to, to be Toted 
upon by the people. It was carried after a hard tug, and a school house erected 
and fairly in operation before the State convention for State constitution. We made 
the question of free school a test question with our delegates to that convention in 
this county, and through their influence, and other counties, which came to our aid, 
this great magna charta was incorporated into the constitution beyond the reach of 
demagogues. It is beyond our estimate to fix the value of this provision. Without 
it I should yearly tremble for our free schools. 

I look to our free schools as the last hope of this State, with more than one-half 
of its population of foreign birth, to whom the blessings of f^ee schools, or even any 
schools, have been denied. Yours truly, 

John B. Jilson. 

According to careful estimates, made in 1860, there were less than fifty 
graded schools of any kind, in the State. From the special reports of 
we County Superintendents, I haye learned that there now exist, outside 
•#f the cities, more than one hundred and twenty schools that are diyided 
into departments, and which are more or less thoroughly, and properly 
graded. Whenever we can reach the point of making the people feel 
that the interests of their schools really forbid the ensmalling of their 
districts beyond reasonable limits, we may hope for a still more rapid in- 
erease of graded schools. 

School Attendance. — In this particular there has been marked im- 
proTement during the past year. Since the year commenced, several thou- 
sands have entered their country's service. Of these, many were within 
the limits of school age. Nearly all were laborers. Their places must 
be supplied, and older children have been kept from school for this pur- 
pose. If tables should show even a decrease in school attendance, it 
would be no indication of lagging interest. That this year shows 
marked, and very gratifying improvement, will be seen when compared 
with previous years. To this end the following table is appended : 

y Percentage of y Percentage of 

^®*'*- Attendance. ^®*"* Attendanre. 

' 1849, estimated, 44 186T, calculated, 60 

1850, do 67 1868, do 68 

1861, do 70 1869, estimated 64 

1862, do 71 1860, calculated, 67 

1863, do 69 1861 do 66 

1864, calculated, 66 1862, do 64 

J8£(5, do 66 1868, do 67 

I8o6, do 64 
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Daring the last fifteen years there are but three years that show a 
higher percentage of attendance, and the figures for those years are so 
unreliable, that only an estimate can be made. Until the last year the 
habit of reporting was such, that the whole number of pupils registered 
may have been ascertained from adding together those numbers showing 
the attendance upon summer and winter schools respectively, which would 
by no means be a correct statement, since many pupils would be thus 
twice counted. Great pains have been takea during the past year to ascer- 
tain the facts in this particular, and I feel assured that the reports are 
very nearly correct. 

No. of pupils registered during the winter term is reported as 170,565 

do do summer term do 144,626 

If the aggregate of these items be taken, as has been sometimes done 
heretofore, it would show an attendance of more than ninety-eight per 
cent, of the number of school age. The winter schools have been attend- 
ed by fifty-three per cent of all the children, and the summer schools 
by a little more than forty-five per cent. The number who have attended 
both terms of the year is found to be not less than 100,028, or a little 
more than thirty -one per cent, of the whole numjber. If, to the number 
enrolled at the public schools, we add the number at private schools, and 
make an allowance of ten per cent, for necessary absence, on account of 
sickness or extreme poverty, we shall have nearly twenty per cent, of 
those due at ichool, who have not entered the school room during the 
year. Of this twenty per cent., nearly one -sixth is in the army. This 
will leave 17 per cent, of 320,965 children, who are receiving all their 
education in the street. The larger part of this number will be found in 
the cities of the State. Adams, Olark, Green, Green Lake, Jackson^ 
Monroe, Pierce, Eichland, St.Croix, Sauk, Trempealeau, and Waupao^ 
counties, show an enrollment of from eighty to ninety per cent, of the 
whole number due. Kewaunee, La Pointe, and Milwaukee counties, show 
an enrollment of forty per cent, or less. Thirty-eight out of fifty-six 
counties show a percentage of enrollment above the average, while but 
eighteen fall below it. 

' The table appended will show the condition of counties, as reported| 
with respect to the attendance of pupils registered. Great as is the evil 
of absenteeism, that of irregularity of attendance far surpasses it. Those 
marked with a star are manifestly incorrect : 
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The ^ercenUge of punctual attendance, as based upon the number en- 
titled to school privileges, is 44, a slight increase over the percentage of 
last year. This percentage will give an actual daily attendance of but. 
141,225. The remaining 73,938 of the number enrolled and the lOS^Tl^ 
not enrolled, together make an army of truants, whose influence may WffK: 
be feared. Habits of indolence and of consequent vice are being foriMC'^ 
by a large majority of this army. This state needs to be aroused toil 
sense of this terrible evil. Svery effort, direct and indirect, should be pat 
forth to prevent it. Prevention is easier than cure. The school should 
be made such as will attract children. Parents should see that their 
children are not detained for any trivial cause. All who ' have the in* 
terests of the state at heart, should unite in bringing into the schools 
those for whose special benefit they are designed. There is progress in 
the right direction, but not a tithe of what needs to be dono is yet com- 
menced. School houses must be enlarged and beautified. Teachers must be 
more regularly employed, and must have more sympathy and cooperation 
on the part of their employers. In return for this. Teachers must feel 
more the responsibility resting upon them, and exhibit more energy and 
better system in teaching. Citizens must be made to feel the importance 
of greater liberality and of more steady devotion to the cause of popular 
education. Our state constitution needs such an amendment as will allow 
an apportionment of, publie funds upon the basis of school attendanoei 
rather than upon the census of children. When this is accomplished 
public sentiment may sustain a law enforcing attendance upon school. 

The number of children under 4 years of age reported as attending 
school is 583 less than for the year 1862. This is a falling off of nearly 
25 per cent., (I wish I could say 100 per cent.) No child should be sent 
to school under 4 years of age. 

Teaohers. — The number of persons engaged in teaching the past year 
is 7,403 ; classified nearly as follows: Males 1,894, Females 5,509. Of 
this number 5,976, a little more than 80 per cent., have been engaged in 
teaching previous to the past year. The number of beginners is, I think, 
less than during any previous year. 

The following will show very clearly the effect of the war upon the re- 
lative number of Male and Female Teachers : 

1862. 1868. 

* Males, winter term, 2,349 1,812 

Males, summer term 418 858 

Females, winter term, 1,810 2,681 

Females, summer term, 8,462 ' 3,766 

The largest number that could haye been employed, according to reports, dur- 
ing the whole year is, 2,22^ 

The smallest number that, according to the reports, could haye been employed 

in the same schools for the fuU year is 1,068 

The reports received from County Superintendents lead me to believe 
that the number employed for the year in the same schools is considerably 
above the minimum named. Admitting the minimum to be the true 
BVaber, we have a very respectable number, who may be regarded as 
Teachers for life. 

I have collated a few facts from the special reports relative to the oer- 
ti&oatea held bj Teachers now in' the state, and find that about 25 per 
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cent, of the applicants have failed to pass the examination requirec}. Of 
those passed, not more than one hundred hold First Grade Certificates. 
Abp£ot two hundred and seventy -five hold Second Grade Certificates. 
Xgre than one thousand hold Limited Certificates, and the balance have 
J^Qbrd Grade Certificates. This enumeration does not embrace city 
HSpiehers, since they are not examined by the County Superintendents. 

Many who^ might easily secure First or Secon'd Grade Certifidktes have 
rested content with a Third Grade, since it inyolves an examination upon 
all branches they are required to teach. 

Dq^ge, Grant, and Waupacc^ counties take the lead in number of^ First 
Grade Certificates. 

Dodge, Grant, Milwaukee, Rock, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha, 
Waupaoca, and Waushara counties lead in Second Grade Certificates. 

Teachers' Waqes. — Male Teachers have received an average of $27.11 
per month during the year. Female Teachers have received an average 
of $16?81 per month. 

This compares with 1862, as follows : 

18«2. 1863. 

Male Teachers, $ 25 82 $ 27 11 

Female Teaehers, 16 82 : 16 81 

This increase is gratifying, though it is hardly sufficient to meet the in- 
creased expense of living. 

The lowest average wages during Winter Term is paid Male Teachers 
in Kewaunee County, $20.44. The lowest actual wages is paid in Quinoy, 
Adams County, and Bell Plain, Shawanaw County, $12.00. 

Eau Claire County shows the highest average wages paid Male Teachers 
during Winter Term, $35.38. The highest actual wages paid is in Bacine 
City, $106.00. 

The wages paid Female Teachers, during Winter Term, is as follows : 

Lowest aTerage in Waushara County, $18 81 

Highest ayerage in Clark County, 23 00 

Lowest actualin Union, Pierce County, 80 

Highest actual in Baraboo, Sauk County, 89 88 

For Summer Term the showing is as follows : 
For Male Teachers : 

Highest arerage in Rock County, $ 01 17 

Lowest arerage in Green Lake County, 11 00 

Highest actual in Racine, Racine County, 105 00 

Lowest actual in Marion, Juneau County, 9 00 

For Female Teachers : 

Highest ayerage, Douglas County, $ 24 00 

Lowest ayerage, Wau&ara County, 12 68 

Highest actual, Madison, Dane County, 81 48 

Lowest actual, Clearfield, Juneau County, 8 75 

In some of these instances, the number of teachers upon which the average 

is based is very small. The hig^^est average may be the actual wages paid 

. a single Teacher, and so with the lowest average. No person seeking 

employment as a Teacher, should be guided by the averages. The a|M»l 

wages paid may serve as a guide. 

Twenty counties in the State pay an average of over $30 per mouth to 
Male Teachers during the Summer Term. 
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Six Aoanttes pay &n kTerage of over 920 per mouth to FenuU ToMhen 
dsring tlie Snmmer Term. 

SoHOOL Taxbb. — The whole amoont of School Taxes for the year ia n- 
ported at $679,793.99, whieh is less by t23,B65.55, than the taxes tax 1862. 
As popalation increases, the expeoHea of BohooU should inoretse sligli((^ 
but foi two years past Taxes haVe been lighter, and yet I am satisfied i^K 
schools hare not been poorer. Daring the last year the proportion of 
Female Teachers employed has b^en mnch larger than before, tbns dimin- 
ishing the amount of money needed for Teachers' wages. The principal 
dimination, however, has been nnier the head of School Hdoae Tuea, and 
Taxes' for Incidental Bxpenses. Slilwaiilcfte 'County raises delargestTaz 
for Teaohers' wages, — next cornea Book County, and next Fond dn I^e. 

It would create less trouble if all Taxes for Teachers' wages oonld be 
raised by Towns, and then expended by Town School Boards. This out 
only be done under the Township District System. 

Of the t2,44S.7& raised for purchase cf Haps and Charts, W^paoM 
County takes the lead. Winnebago and Dodge Counties follow Wanpa«oa, 
with nearly an equal amount. 

From the following Table showing the amount of Tax raised per teboUr 
for Teaahers' wages, it will appear aa a general thing, that eountieg har- 
ing the least population in proportion to territory, are oompelled to raise 
the most money per scholar. This is true of districts as wall as of oonn- 
ties, and may be used as an argument in favor of large and populona dis- 
tricts. 
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Gov]rT»0. 



1* Fayette, ....•,.. 
lA;Foiiite,^..— ... 

KBuiitowooi 

Kftriithoii,.. 

Ifarquette, 

llilwftiikee^ 

MonrdeyM •••• 

OeoAto,.^.». 

Oataganue,......»«. 

Osaukee, 

Fepin, 

Pierce, 

Polk,... 

Portage, 

Rftcine,... 

RidiUuid,... 

ROOK,.«..«»««...»«.*« 

Sauk,... 

Shawanaw, 

Sheboygan, ..••.••. 

St. Croix, 

Trempealeaa, 

VomoiiyM. ••.•••••• 

Walworth,.. ^, 

Washington........ 

WaukoBha, 

Waapaeoa,.. 

Waushara,.. 

Winnebago, 

Wood, .••••«. .••«...., 

ATerage, 



Haoh money raised by districts is very carelessly expended. Incom- 
petent men are sometimes intrusted with public funds, so that a portion 
of the taxes raised for school purposes is wasted. From correspondence 
roceiyed at this office, I am gratified to believe that there is improvement 
in this matter, and that funds are better cared for than during years past. 
There seems to be a disposition to select better men, and to hold them to 
strict acoount for the faithful performance of their duty. 

Daring the year there has been placed in the hands of district treas- 
liters more than eight hundred thousand dollars. So large a sum shiMild 
not be intrusted to even 4,000 men without the guaranty afforded by 
btelligenoe and honesty. 

School Hoitses and School House Sites. — The number of school 
house sites oontaining less than one acre is 216 more than last year, and 
the number of sites uninclosed is 147 more than last year. These state- 
ments prove the'inacuracy of reports, or growing negligence on the part of* 
the people. I have no doubt that the former is the true conclusion, for I ^ 
am conviooed that the people are not more careless than in 1862. ' The 
eountiet having the largest number of small, and of unincloft^d %\\a%« %x^ 
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generally those haying the largest population and the most wealth. This 
ought not so to be. 

The number of school houses without black-boards is quite small, 493. 
I fear some are reported as haying black-boards that haye but a poor 
apology for such a useful piece of furniture. In many school houses I 
haye found the blackboard entirely inaccessible to the small children, for 
whose benefit it should be prepared. Ashland, Douglas, Kenosha, La 
Pointe and Bacine counties report no destitution in this respect. But 
two of these counties haye many school houses that could be destitute. 
The counties that report the greatest lack of black-boards are inyariably 
heayily timbered counties, showing the truth of the old adage that 
<* Shoemakers' children often go barefoot.'' 

School houses haye increased in number from 3,909 in 1862, to 4,168 

in 1863, and are classified as follows : 

1862. 1868. 

Stone School Houses, 166 188 

Brick School Houses, 192 192 

Frame School Houses, 2324 2495 

Log School Houses, ^ 1227 1298 

3909 4168 

Ashland and Bacine counties haye no log school houses, and Kenosha 
county but one. Nearly one-fourth of the log school houses of the State 
are found in the counties of Washington, Bichland, Manitowoc, Sauk, 
Yernon, and Dane. 

Dodge county has the largest number of frame school houses. 

Jefferson county has the largest number of brick school houses. 

Dane county has most stone school houses. 

Grant county takes the lead in amount of tax raised for school houses. 

The ayerage yaluation of school houses is nearly $4 less than last year. 
This does not show any real decrease in total yaluation, for there haye 
been some yery yaluable houses erected, but it cyinces a more correct ap- 
preciation of the yalue of a school house. Some fanciful yalues are still 
attached to relics of school houses, and some are not ashamed to own 
that they allow a school house worth from three cents to three dollars, to be 
occupied by their children during the winter months. 

The city of Janesyille reports the most yaluable school house, $38,000, 
but its lowest yaluation is reported at $300. Sheboygan city has but one 
house, and that is yalued at $10,000. Milwaukee and Beloit report no 
house worth less than $4,000. Depere, Brown county, has none worth 
less than $3,500, and La Crosse, and Boscobel, Grant county, haye none 
worth less than $3,000. 

Bock county stands first in amount inyested in school houses, $121,97^ 
Then follows Milwaukee, $95,000; next Dane, $76,532; Dodge, $69,- 
689; Grant, $65,233; Bacine, $60,400; Waukesha. $54,175; Pond du 
Lao, $45,950; Walworth, $44,797; Winnebago, $42,304; Columbia, $41,- 
494; Kenosha, $41,118. All others fall below $40,000 each. 

Private Schools. — There is nothing in the reports under this head 
Hhat is deemed yery reliable. District clerks haye no data to go by whiih 
will make the reports a safe basis for any comments. 

LiBRABiES. — The number reported is yery small. I haye just receiyed 
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a very neat and well classified catalogue of the books in the Bacine high 
school library. The library numbers 1,580 volumes, of which all, with 
perhaps the exception of 100, are most excellent books. 

Glass A, History....... contains 215 Yolomee. 

do B, Biography,."* do 212 do 

^: do G, Voyages and Trayels, do 112 do 

do D, Science and Art, do 968 do 

do £, Poetry, do 186 do 

do F, Literature, do 844 do 

do G, Jurenile Works, do 190 do 

do H, Public Documents, do 98 do 

do I, Maps, Atlases, etc., do 41 do 

I haye been thus particular because there is no city in the State that 
may not haye a similar Library. None can haye a better one. 

TRAVELS, &o. 

During the year past, there haye been more calls upon me for assistance 
at Institutes, and Teachers' Associations, than during any preyious year. 
To meet these calls, either myself or my Assistant has been constantly 
employed, wheneyer the duties of the office would permit our absence. 

The counties yisited are Brown, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, 
Fond du Lac, Ghrant, Green Lake, Iowa, Jefferson, Juneau, Kenosha, La 
Crosse, La Fayette, Milwaukee, Outagamie, Racine, Richland, Eock, Sauk, 
Sheboygan, Trempealeau, Walworth, Waukesha, Waupacca, Waushara, 
Winnebago, and Wood. 

Nearly seyenty public addresses haye been deliyered, and much time 
has been giyen to Institute work in connection with the County Superin- 
tendents. 

As heretofore, we haye been most kindly receiyed by the people of the 
seyeral localities, and I find the interest in schools eyerywhere extend- 
ing. The people generally haye a more intelligent understanding of the 
wants, and of the capacity of the public school system. 

WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY. 

During the four years past I haye distributed, according to law, one 
thousand copies of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. Special pains 
haye been taken to secure their safe deliyery. There are on file in my 
office receipts from parties making application for them, for nine hundred 
{and ninety-nine. The remaining one has been sent out within the past 
three months, and sufficient time has not yet clasped to secure its deliyery 
and the return of the proper receipt. The detailed statement of the dis- 
tribution for the past year is herewith subnfftted. 

In order to supply demands from new districts, it will be necessary to 
purchase two hundred copies for aistribution the ensuing year. 

In pursuance of chapter 51 of the general laws of 1863, a purchase 
was made of one hundred copies of Webster's Unabridged Diotionaxy, 
for the use of unsupplied districts. Of these ninety-eight copies haye 
been distributed as follows : 
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OOVITXM AMD Towyt. tOTAL. 

Brawn — ^Eaton, 1, • ..••«•. 1 

^tf^o^o— Belridere, 1, -•....• 1 

€%^MMi— Lafayette, 2; Chippewa FaHs, 2; Eagle Point, 5,» ^.... 9 

<)olimbia — Fort Winnebago, 1, ^ 1 

Oroip/oftf—Prairie du Chien, 2, 2 

Dane — ^P^rrj, 1; Madison oity, 1, 2 

Door — Forestyille, 1, 1/ 

Jhrnn^Jhum, 2; Spring Brook, 8, 6 

^ond du Jjoc — Rosendale, 2, ••••—••• 2 

Qrofni — iQckory GroTe, 8; Lancaster,!; Cassyille, 1, 5 

Qrtm — Deoatur, 8; Albany, 2, 6 

Iowa — Mi^in, 1; Moscow, 2; Idineral Point, 1; Ridgeway, 8; Linden, 1; I>odge- 

viUe, 2, 10 

Jaekion — ^Alma, 1; Albion, 1; Manchester, 1; Springfield, 1, 4 

Jffineau — ^Lemonwier, 1; Seyen Mile Creek, 1, 2 

Kenoeha — Brighton, 1, «••• 1 

La OoM«— *Farmington, 1, 1 

LafaytU — Fayette, 2; Gratiot, 1^ 8 

ManUowoe — Eaton, 1; Two Riyers, 1,^ .^ 2 

Marathon — Easton, 1; Wausau, 1, 2 

MUiwmkee — Milwaukee city, 2,.. 2 

Monroe — Adrian, 1; Ridgeyille, 1, 2 

Ouiagmme — Dale, 8, S 

' P<9M>-— Farmingtbn, 1; Lincoln, 1, 2 

Portage — ^Eau Pleine, 1; Sharon, 8, 4 

Racine — Mount Pleasant, 1, 1 

RkiMand-^AJkAn, 1, , *.^..^. 1 

Rock — Milton, 1 1 

Sattk — Layalle, 1; Troy, 1, .' 2 

Saint Croix — Hudson, 1, — • 1 

.Shawanaw — Waukecheon, 1, .,. * 1 

Tirempealemt — ^Ettrick, 4; Gale, 2; Lincoln, 2, — •«• 8 

Vernon — ^Forest^ 1; Viroqua; 1; Webster, 1,... 8 

Wafyoorth — La Grange, 1, 1 

ira«*M*a-— Delafiel(^ 1, 1 

Ftfi^HiociK-Scandinayia, 2; Caledonia, 1; Little Wolf, 1, 4 

Wmnebago—Ru&hford, 2, ^, 2 

Total, Ji ^ 98 

Under section 4 of chapter 41 of the general laws of 1861, Dictionaries 
have been sold, to replace those lost by districts, at the price whioh they 
cost the State, as follows : 

Dane — Dane,... 1 

i2oeJb— Rook, .♦. 1 — 2 

For the price of these two dictionaries I hold the receipts of the State 
Treasurer, the snms received for them having been returned to the iaoome 
of the school fund. 

The account with the State therefore stands as follows : 

&iperintendent of PubUc Instruction in accotmt vnth the State of Wiseonem : 
1868. • Cb. Db^ 

April 1. To pttrohase of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary in accord- 
ance with chap 51 G. L. of 1868, of one hundred copies.. 100 
1868. 

Dee. 10. By distribution as aboye ^ 98 

*' By sale as authorized by section 4 of chapter 41 General 

Uw8 of 1861 „ 2 

100 100 



SCHOOL FUND. 

This fund will be fully explained by reference to the following pro vis 
ions of the constitution and statutes of the state : Section 2 of article 10 
of the constitution of the state, provides that ^'the proceeds of all lands 
that have been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to this 
state, for educational purposes, (except the lands heretofore granted for 
the purposes of a University,) and all moneys, and the clear proceeds of 
all property that may accrue to the state by forfeiture or escheat ; and all 
moneys which may be paid as an equivalent for exemption from military 
duty ; and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in the several counties 
for any breach of the penal laws ; and all moneys arising from any grant 
J to the state, where the purposes of such grant are not specified ; and the 
five hundred thousand acres of lands; to which the state is entitled, by the 
provisions of an act of congress, entitled 'an act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,* ap- 
proved the fourth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
fofty-one , and also the five per centum of the net proceeds of the public 
lands to which the state shall be entitled on her admission into the tjnion, 
(if congress shall consent to such appropriation of the two grants last 
mentioneijly) shall be set apart as a separate fund, to be called the School 
Fund. 

** Provision is also made by law, that twenty-five per cent, of the net pro- 
ceeds of the lands granted to this state by act of congress, approved Sep- 
tember 28, 1860, and all of the purchase money for the lands selected by 
or under authority of this state in lieu of swamp and overflowed lands sold 
or otherwise disposed of by the United States, since the passage of the 
aforesaid granting act, shall form and be constituted a part of the School 
Fund of this state." — (^From Report of Hon. J. T, Lewis,) 

The only sources that have been to any extent available, are 

1. 16th Section Lands, 500,000 Acre Tract Selected Lands, — (accord- 
ing to act of congress above referred to.) 

2. Swamp Lands, — (one fourth, according to State Law.) 

The Fnnd has been very slightly increased by collections •f Fines for 
breaches of the penal laws. 

The fiiie per centum of the net proceeds of the public lands, to which 
the State was entitled, upon her admission to the Union, has been with- 
held, to offset some claims held by the General Government against the 
State, on account of the Eock Eiver Canal Grant. 

The 16th Section Lands, the 500,000 acre Tract, and the Selected Lands 
have been sold, the purchasers paying 10 per cent, of purchase money in 
ad^rancO; and receiving certificates of sale upon which 7 per cent, annual 
interest must be paid by the purchaser in advance. — (The Law of April 
2, 1862, quoted below, changes the conditions of sale.) Payment of inter- 
est at any time previous to the 31st day of M;iy, is by law made advance 
payment. Six months or more is allowed for redeeming lands that are 
forfeited by non-payment of interest, a penalty, of 3 per cent, upon pur- 
chase money due, being demanded of the person holding the certificate. 
At the expiration of the time allowed for redemption, the lands are thrown 

7gUPT 
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into the market, and if no purchaser appears, they are bid in by the State, 
and are held subject to sale. 

The Swamp Lands are sold as above — except that the Commissioners 
have power, in their discretion, to demand a larger percentage of the pur- 
chase money in advance. The purchasers may at any time' pay up the 
balance due upon their certificates, or any part thereof. When full pay- 
ment is made. Patents are issued by the School Land Commissioners. 

Here it may be proper to remark, that by decision of the Supreme 
Court, the Patents issued by the Governor of the State, are void, and new 
Patents have been issued by the School Land Commissioners, which can 
be secured by those holding the invalid Patents, upon presentation of the 
Patents now held. 

All money received upon Principal from the sales of School Lands, and ' 
one fourth of all money received from sales of Swamp Lands, and the 
three per cent, (formerly fiva per cent.) penalties for non-payment of 
interest at the proper time, are loaned by School Land Commissioners, as 
upon sufficient securities at 7 per cent, interest. Until 1862, these lo^ns 
were made, in sums not exceeding 500 dollars, to individuals in different 
parts of the State. Since the spring of 1862, the whole is loaned to the 
State. Under the former system of loaning. Mortgaged Lands were sold 
upon forfeiture of loans. ^ 

The interest upon certificates, and the interest upon loans, constitute 
the School Fund Income which is distributed each year. This Income of 
course varies with the transactions of each year. Some years large for- 
feitures are made, and no re- sales are effected. Much land therefore comes 
back to the possession of the State, and of course no interest is realized 
Up to the year 1858, and including that year, large sales were effected. 
With the financial reverses came very large forfeitures of certificates and 
MortgageoU Lands. These forfeitures continued large untill861. During 
the year 1862 they were much smaller, and during the year 1863 still 
smaller. As forfeitures diminished, sales increased, both being affected 
by the same causes. 

The condition of the Fund September 30, 1863, was as follows : 

Due on School Land Certificates, $ 1,178,242 68 

Due on School Fund Loans, 1,007,487 03 

Due on Swamp Land Certificates, $ 827, 146 15 • 

Of which one fourth belongs to the School Fund 81, 786 54 

Total Fund, $2,262,466 15 



As compared with the year ending September 30, 1862, it stands as fol- 
lows : 

1862. 186S. 

School Land Certificates $1,242,846 10 $1,178,242 58 

Mortgaged Lands 'and State Bonds,... 897,425 15 1,007,437 OJ 

Swamp Land Certificates, i 79,634 34 81,786 5* 



Total Fond, $2,219,906 69 $ 2,262,466 15 



From the above showing, it appears that the total Fund has been in- 
creased by the sum of $42,660 56. In School Land Certificates thore is a 
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decrease of $69,603 52. In Swamp Land Certificates there is an inoreaae 
oS 92,152 20. In School Fund Loani there is an increase of 9110,011 88. 

The decrease in School Land Certificates arises from an excess of pay- 
ments, and forfeitures over sales for the year. When fall payment is 
made there is no farther danger of forfeiture. 

The increase in School Fund Loans arises from the excess of payments 
upon certificates and loans, over forfeited loans. ^ 

ihe change made in investment of School Fund, hy the legislatures of 
1862, and 1863, sayes mu6h to the Fund, since there is no danger of for- 
feiture, and the rate of interest is the same as before, while the expense 
attending its care is really diminished. 

The transactions in the School Fund during the year ending September 
30, 1863; are, according to thb report of the Secretary of State, as follows . 

RECBIPTS. 

Sales, $22,981 60 

Dues, 142,771 83 

Loans, 93,687 46 

Fenahj, and adyertising, 4,876 82 "» 

Taxes, 26,666 02 

Fines, 1,881 66 

Refunded by Counties, 210 23 

$292,428 61 

DISBUnSBMBNTS. 

Loans, $269,600 00 

Delinquent taxes, • 22, 128 86 

Adrertising 2,252 44 

Kefnnded, 992 68 

Clerks', and sheriffs', and attorneys' fees, 687 60 

Appropriation to J. H. Foster, 120 00 

$292, 423 61 $296, 676 97 

Transferred fVom other funds 4 70 

Balanee September 80, 1862, 10,627 78 

...do ..do 80, 1863, 7,280 02 



$302, 956 99 $302, 956 99 



In April 1863, the following act was passed : 

Sbotion 1. The commissioners of school and university lands are 
hereby authorized and required to graduate and reduce the prices of 
school and university, lands now belonging to this State, in the manner 
hereinafter specified. Upon all such lands as have once been sold, and 
forfeited, and resold to the State, and which shall remain in the hands of 
the State unsold upon the day of the passage of this act, the price shall 
be reduced, by deducting from the price now fixed by law, tbe amount of 
the interest, penalties, and advertising due tbe State at the time of such 
re-sale, and twenty per cent of the amount of principal due the State at 
the time of forfeiture : provided, that in no case such lands shall be sold 
for lees than seventy-cents per acre, exclusive of all taxes. 

Sbo. 2. Upon all school and university lands now belonging ta t^^ 
State^ which have onoe been ofifered for sale, aixd n^X ^Q\^L^^\A^V^^ 
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shall remain unsold on the day of the passage of this act, the price now 
fixed by law shall be reduced by deducting therefrom thirty-three and 
one third per cent : provided, that in no case such land shall be sold for 
less than seyenty-five cents per acre. 

Seo. 3. At least one-fourth of the purchase money of all school and 
university lands shall be paid at the time of the sale thereof, and the 
commissioners may require the whole price thereof at the time of sale, if 
in theit judgment the interests of the State shall demand it. In case ^1 
payment be made at the time of purchase, no affidavit shall be required 
of the purchaser. 

NoTB. — The section of the statute referred to as requiring an afiBidayit, was re- 
pealed by the legislature of 1863. 

The following facts, kindly furnished by J. A. Bate, chief clerk in the 
school land office, show the number of tracts forfeited for 1863, as com- 
pared with the number forfeited in 1 862 ; also the number of acres sold 
by quarters, comparing 1863 with 1862 : 

KOBFSITBD LANDS. 

Forfeited lands for .* 18«2 1868 

No. of tractfl, 3696 1616 

SALES FOR 1862, AND 1868. 

Quarter ending December 31, 1861, acres, 18,612. 92 

do March 81, 1862, do 4,462. 68 

do June 80. 1862, do 8,796.68 

do.. September 80, 1862, do 2,248.91 



Total, 24,005.99 



Quarter ending December 81, 1862, acres, 9, 821. 89 

do March 81, 1868, do 12,476.36 

do June 80, 1863, do 12, 196. 36 

do September 80, 1863, do 10,642.64 

Total, 46,087.16 



These figures show a great increase in sales during the year ending 
September 30, 1863. Sales may have been stimulated by the act of 1863, 
given above, but so many circumstances may be brought in as affecting 
this method of investiDg money, that it is impossible at present to say 
how far the act of 1863 has tended to the result reached. 

SCHOOL FUND INCOME. 

The following statements, from the report of the Secretary of State, 
show the transactions in this fund for the year ending Sept. 30, 1863. 

The interest derived from the school fund, together with the reveniieB 
arising from interest on the unpaid balances that may be due on. the tales 
of school lands, and from leases of said lands, constitute the school find 
income. Thb income is apportioned annually by the State flnporilllUDJl 
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eat for the benefit of oommon schools. The transactions in this fund 
daring the last fiscal year, have been as follows, yiz. : 

• REOBIPT?. 

Receipts, $145,260 01 

DISBUB8EMEMT8. 

Apportioned bjr State Superintendent, $186,726 46 

derk hire in sohool Land office, 3,981 97 

Clerk hire in Treasurer's office, 1,724 88 

Clerk hire in Secretary's office, 600 00 

Clerk hire in Attorney General's office, 868 10 

Clerk hire for Com'rs of School and Uniyersity Lands, 200 00 

Protecting SUte lands, 488 52 

Journal of Education, 8,445 00 

Printing, 1,142 80 

Reftinded, 4, 268 99 

Dictionaries, 460 00 

Bxpress charges, 48 86 

$145, 250 01 $152, 388 02 

Transferred from other funds, 2, 718 82 

Transferred to other funds, 88 67 

Balance September 80, 1862, 84,169 88 

Balance September 80, 1868, 29,721 47 



$182, 188 16 $182, 188 16 



Aecording to the above report, the actual interest paying fund for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1863, was $2,675,000, an increase of 
aboQt $50,000 upon the interest paying principal of the previous year. 

APPORTIONMENT FOE 1863. 

Iliis apportionment was made upon the 18th day of June, and was 
upon the basis of 44 cents per scholar. 

The amount apportioned was $185, 725 46 

Of which $58 50 was to correct errors of 1862.. 

Since the apportionment of June, errors have been discovered in the 
returns of the town clerks • of two towns of Adams county, which 
have been properly certified to by the said town clerks, and an 
apportionment was made Oct. 8, to these two towns, Richfield and 
DeU Prairie, of... 86 60 



Making the whole amount apportioned $185, 761 96 



A detailed statement of the apportionment to the several towns and 
, counties of the State will be found in appendix, table No. 1. 

The whole amount of Income, payable to my order for the year, is $139,656 96 

I hare apportioned as above $135,761 96 

Paid for. Webi^ter's Dictionary as per chapter 51, general 

lawB 1868, 450 00 

Paid for Journal of Education, as per chapter 23, revised 

• atalptaa, sections 102-107,... 3.445 00 

. -. M^ . $139, 656 96 $189,^^ <^ 
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TEXT BOOKS. 

Four years obseryation has not ohaDged at all my general yiews upon 
the subject of text books, as expressed in my report fbr 1860.^ I there- 
fore repeat, in the main, what I then said. 

In examining text books for recommendation, I have given attention 
only to such as are proper subjects of study in the common district 
sohool. The teachers of high schools, and of union schools, who are 
generally retained year after year, are better judges than I of what books 
are best suited to their schools. In fact the more advanced sohoaUi 
should not be confined to any particular text book. They should have 
a wide range of reference books, using as a special text book that which 
best suits the teacher. The objection of frequent change can not lie 
against this course, since the same teacher is continued for several succes- 
sive years. In our common district schools, however, changes in teachers 
are made almost every term ; hence the wisdom of our legislators in tak- 
ing this matter of the selection of text books out of the hands of the 
teachers, and providing that ^^ The board in each school district shall 
have power, under the advice of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, to determine what ^chool and text books shall be used in the several 
branches taught in the school of such district." (Section 63, chapter 
155, general laws of 1863.) This duty of the district board is very gen- 
erally neglected, and just complaints are made of the frequent changes of 
text Dooks. Each new teacher has his favorite authors, and if permitted, 
will introduce a complete change of books, involving often great expense 
to the district without any corresponding advantage. If uniformity be 
attained at all by sueh a course, it is an ever-changing uniformity. The 
almost universal result of such negligence on the part of the district 
board is a great diversity of text books, requiring multiplication of class- 
es to a great extent, and a corresponding diminution of time given to each 
class, so that in some schools more time is spent in passing to and from 
their so-called recitations, than is spent in recitation itself. Uniformity of 
text books is absolutely essential to the success of any school. It is very 
desirable for a town, and for such a tract of country as seeks its supplies 
at a common commercial center. 

The books I have recommended below are such as commend themselves 
to my judgment. I would advise their adoption in all schools ^here no 
uniformity at present exists. Where uniformity has been already secured, 
I cannot advise a complete change, for in the multitude of good books one 
can often find little to choose between them, and the cost of a change 
will more than overbalance the superior merit of the books recommended. 

Moral Instructioo — The Bible. 

Headers. — Between the three series most in use in the state I can find 
little difference as to general arrangement, quantity and quality of matter. 
In paper, typographical execution, illustration and binding I prefer Parker 
and Watson's Series to either Sanders' or McGuffey's. 

Spellers. — The National Pronouncing Speller. Watson's Phonetie 
Tablets (or spelling cards.) 
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Obthoorapht.— Wright's. Sanders' & MoBUigott's Analysis. 

Composition. — Lilienthars Things Taught. Qaackenbos' Gomposition. 

Grammar. — Pinneo's Primary Grammar. Greene's Analysis, and 
Clark's Grammar. 

Arithmetic. — Stoddard's Intellectual Arithmetic. Ray's Series and 
Kay's Higher Arithmetic, (new edition.) 

Aloebra. — Robinson's. 

GsoORAPHY. — Allen's Primary. Monteith and McNally's. White's 
Class Book. 

Phtbioal Geography. — Warren's. 

Outline Maps. — Guyot's. 

Physiology. — Mrs. Cutter's Primary Work. Hitchcock's Physiology. 

History op the United States. — Lossing. 

Natural History. — Mrs. Redfield's Chart of the Animal Kingdom, 
and Mrs. Redfield's Zoological Science. 

Botany. — Gray's " How Plants Grow." 

Natural Philosophy. — Parker's First Lessons, Quackenbos. 

Boex-KEEPING. — Bryant & Stratton. 

Penmanship. — Spencer. 

General Science. — Youman's Hand Book. * 

Charts. — Wilson (with Manual.) 

Reference Books. — All that can be obtained. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Since 1859 Teachers' Institutes have been quite frequently held. At 
first they were seldom continued beyond one week. Many were of shorter 
duration. During the four years of this continuance, the demand for 
longer sessions has steadily increased. During the fall of 1863, several 
Institutes were held, varying in length from four to twelve weeks. This 
change in length of sessions, has sprung from the inevitable tendency of 
such institutions. As the Teacher has realized the benefit of the Insti- 
tute, he^ has felt more and more the necessity of professional culture. 
Short Institutes will not meet this necessity, neither can it be fully met 
by county normal schools, since they are but poorly supplied with proper 
teachers, and with such appliances as are indispensable to their highest 
success. 

During the past six years the board of Normal Regents has endeavored 
to encourage professional training, by rendering assistance to such schools 
as would establish and maintain a Normal Department. For two years 
this aid was given to schools in proportion to the number of pupils pur- 
suing certain prescribed studies. The course prescribed was such as to 
entitle the school to aid for nearly all its registered pupils. Little or no 
good was accomplished by this course. During the past four years bet- 
ter regulations have prevailed, and only such pupils as could pass a re- 
quired examination have been counted as normal students. This exami- 
nation has been thoroughly conducted, and the majority of those who have 
received the recommendatory certificate, granted by the Board of Regents 
are actually engaged in teaching. None have been admitted to the Nor- 
mal classes who 'were not designing to teach. These Normal De^art\x\fi.\^\% 
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of colleges, academies, and high schools, have not satisfactorily met the 
necessity. They are almost always subordinate departments, nor will the 
aid furnished, warrant giving them a prominent place. They will in all 
cases, therefore, be of secondary importance in the minds of the truBteec 
and teachers. Much good has been accomplished by these agencies, but 
they are at present inadequate to the demand. Permanent normal sohools 
are needed, whose sole business shall be the training of teachers. The 
department of normal instruction of the State University, has been open- 
ed within the past year, and the attendance has been very large. Many 
pupils connected with it, are not normal students, and have no expecta- 
tion of engaging in the work of teaching. The circumstances under 
which it was opened, rendered si^ch a course advisable A course of study 
has been adopted, but it will be next to impossible to pursue such a 
course of training in the art of teaching, as is essential to complete por- 
fessional culture. The model school can not be engrafted upon the Nor- 
mal Department of the University. By degrees this will be made a 
strictly Normal School, so far as it can be. There is no reason why it 
will not be needed, and patronized as a permanent school. 

No one school wjll supply the wants of the State. The State should 
make liberal provision for the professional training of her teachers. , At 
any rate a movement should soon be inaugurated to establish one school 
at some point that cannot be easily accommodated by the Normal Depart- 
ment of the State University. Eventually, still other Normal Schools 
will be erected. We should look to the establishment of not less than 
four such schools, including the Normal Department of the University. 
Whenever the State is ready to establish such a school, there will be little 
difficulty in securing, from interested localities, the offer of suitable build- 
ings. No argument need be adduced in favor of the Normal School. Its 
advantages and its claims are well understood. The only question that 
can arise is a question of time of establishment. It is my impression that 
the present is the proper time to take the initiatory steps. 

• 

STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The eleventh Annual Meeting of this Association, was held at Keno- 
sha, July 29th, 30tb, 31st, and August Ist. S. H. Peabody, Principal 
of the High School of Racine, presided. Professor Emerson, of Beloit 
College, delivered the first address — subject — '* Popular Education." The 
speaker traced the origin of the idea to Greece, and gave to her bards 
the honor of originating the most improved methods of imparting instruc- 
tion to the young. The effect of education upon individuals in uniting 
them, and making one of manyy was happily illustrated. The strength of 
the State lies in the proper education of the citizens. 

The President, S. H. Peabody, after touching briefly upon the marks 
of progress in the educational field, dwelt at length upon the proposed 
Agricultural College, and urged its establishment upon the broad basis of 
a Polytechnic College, furnishing technical instruction in construction, 
(including civil engineering, and architecture,) mining, and metallurgy, 
mechanics, chemistry (with its applications to manufactures and agricul- 
ture^) and military tactics. The importance of making provision for suoh 
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instntotion in oar own State and oountry, was enforced by statistics show- 
ing oar dependence apon other nations for many of the fraits of smeii- 
tifio training. 

Prof. R. Edwards, of Illinois State Normal School, addressed the As- 
soeiation apon the '^ inflaence of teaching apon the character of the 
teacher.*' The lecturer defended the proposition, '^ that a teacher may, 
in all respects, be manly, since his profession, rightly viewed, never 
dwarfs, bat always expands his powers.'' 

J. D. Philbrick, Superintendent of Schools of Boston, urged upon 
teachers the important work of ^^ self-culture." Prominent examples 
were adduced in illustration of his theme. 

The matter of physical education, was presented both theoretically and 
practically, by Prof. Hascall, of Michigan .# 

A committee appointed at a previous meeting, reported upon some 
needed* modifications of our school system. The main portions of the re- 
report, are herewith presented. 

• 
BBPOET OF COMMITTEE ON REVISION OP THE SCHOOL LAWS. 

The Committee respectfully Report : 

That in the hurry of the last session, no instructions were given them 
aa to the specific service expected, aad that they have been leflk therefore 
very much to their discretion. It seems fitting to them to review briefly 
at this time the past action of the Association, to advert to the present oon- 
dition of the School laws, and to make some suggestions for the future. 

Although characterized by indomitable energy and much intelligent 
shrewdness, the settlement of our newer States, unlike the founding of the 
American Colonies, has not been under the leadership of minds whioh 
might be expected to originate new institutions or systems. New phases 
of society result indeed from new and peculiar circumstances of life, bat 
the early settlers of the West were a class, who, having the hardships of 
pioneer life to encounter, and no sufferabundance of this world's goods, 
were content, for the most part, to imitate and reproduce that to whioh 
they had been elsewhere accustomed. A large and influential portion of 
the early settlers in this State^ were from New York, and in giving to 
community its organic structure, it was but natural that they should con- 
form very much to the educational as well as the governmental and mu- 
nicipal systems of the ^' Empire State.'' Hence in school matters they 
bequeathed to us, first the imperfection of the single, independent district, 
borrowed originally from New England; and the plan of a county super- 
vision of schools being just at that time under a cloud at home, they went 
back to the insufficiency of a town superintendence. The first enactments 
made no provision for grading the schools, and none for supplying them 
with trained teachers, although the Constitution contemplates the estab- 
lishment of Normal Schools. 

Some of the early teachers and school officers of the State more clearly 
apprehended her immediate and prospective educational wants, than did 
those who shaped her first educational legislation. As far back as the 
Second Annual Meeting of this Association, held in Madison in 1854, the 
little band of teachers who then assembled, as onr hiilOKiuk WMit^^^oa 
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ao ob«cure room in the court house, and two of whom at least are with ua 
to-day, began to consider these wants and the defects of the school sja- 
tpm. At thia and subsequent meetings, the importance and neceasity of 
an Educational Journal, of Graded Schools, of Teachers' Institutes and of 
Normal Schools were discussed ; the Legislature was memoralized, and 
the aid of the State Superintendent invoked. The first Superintendent of 
the State, Hon. E. Hoot, discussed some of these subjects in his first Re- 
port, particularly that of graded schools^ and his successors haye fre- 
quently called attention to our wants in this and other respects. 

These efforts were not altogether unsuccessful. In 1856, an Educa- 
tional Journal was established, and through the agency especially of the 
first resident editor, Mr. McMynn, the patronage of the Legislature was 
secured in its behalf, and for i^veral years it has formed one of the publie 
educational agencies of the State. Special enactments to meet the wants 
of cities and villages have been granted, but no general plan for th^ intro- 
duction of graded schools has yet been incorporated into our sohool laws. 
The law of 1858, authorizing the union of any two or more contiguous 
districts for high-school purposes, has been inoperative, for the reason 
that except with an evident prospect of material advantage, people do not 
readily make changes of this nature which are merely permissory and not 
obligatory, and because the same end is attained in villages by the consol- 
idation of districts. 

In 1857, an act was passed appropriating twenty-%ve per cent, of the 
income arising from swamp and overflowed lands for Normal School pur- 
poses, and provision was made for a Board of Begents to regulate its dis- 
tribution. This Board has never judged itself authorized, under the act, 
to establish a Normal School, and the money at their disposal has been 
applied to the aid of schools and institutions which have from time to 
time organized and instructed Normal Classes so called, and to some ex- 
tent also for the support of Teachers* Institutes. The State is still destitute 
therefore, of Normal Schools as a result of the provisions of her Constitu- 
tion^ although the Normal Department of the University has recently been 
re-opened, with an encouraging prospect of usefulness and success. 

In 1858, this Association at its session in Portage, after considerable 
discussion at that and the previous meeting at Waukesha, adopted, on 
Beport of its Committee, General Plans for a School System and for Nor- 
mal Instruction which may be briefly stated as, follows : 

1. The union of the districts of each town, village or city under one 
Board, each local district electing a member of the Board, and this Board 
to have the power of establishing schools of different grades as required, 
and to elect a Secretary who should be ex-officio Inspector or Superin- 
tendent of Schools. 

2. The Inspectors of the several Union Districts of each county^ or 
other territory designated for that purpose, to form a County Board of 
Education, and to appoint a Superintendent for the county, or other ter- 
ritory forming a Superintendent district. > 

3. The several Superintendents of the State thus appointed to consti- 
tute a State Board of Education, of whom the State Superintendent should 
be President, and the Chancellor of ^le University and the Principals of 
Normal SohocJs oz-offieio members. 
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The '* Flan of Normal Instruction'' adopted embraoed the following 
agenoies : 

Ist. Model instruotioQ in a model school connected with the High 
Sohool of each town or other High School District, together with suitable 
encouragement to pupils who aspire to become teachers. 

2d. Efforts at Self-Improvement, in Town Associations of Teachers, 
assembling weekly at the central school, under the direction of the Prin- 
oipal of the High School. 

3d. Semi-annual Institutes, held under the direction of Cotintj Super- 
intendents, and aided by the State. 

4th. An Itinerant Normal Faculty, who, in coDJuction with the County 
Superintendents, should give instruction in the Institutes. 

5th. Normal Academies, furnishing a good disciplinary course of in- 
struction, but aiming especially to impart both the general and technical 
ability to teach. 

6th. A Normal School proper, as a State institution, and forming one 
of the seyeral schools that make up a complete University. 

The immediate efforts made to procure the Legislative sanction of any 
of these recommendations failed. The subsequent appointment by the 
Legislature of a Committee to revise the school laws, of which the then 
Chancellor of the University, Dr. Barnard, was made Chairman, failed 
also to yield any results. Two years since, however, at the instance of our 
present State Superintendent, an act was carried through the Legislature, 
providing for a County Superintendency of Schools, and this, with an im* 
proved system of examining the teachers, has now been in operaf^n some 
eighteen months, with very gratifying results. 

At the end of five years service therefore, (for some of their number 
have been in commission for that length of time,) your committee are 
able to report the proper realization, Uirough legislative enactment, of 
only one of the important measures to which the Association a£Szed the 
seal of its sanction at the time indicated. 

Muoh has been gained however in other respects. The remaining de- 
fects of our school-system have been widely, and in various Vays discuss- 
ed, and our educational wants are more widely and sensibly felt. Not 
only have the seeds of improvement been sown by the Association, but 
the seed has sprung up and is ripe for the harvest. It should also be 
noted that under the patronage of the Normal Regents, and the direction 
of the County Superintendents, the State during the past four years has 
been ploughed and cross-ploaghed by Institute work, which, while tend- 
ing in many ways to awaken new interest in education, has been especially 
important, in connection with the more strict examinations of teachers, 
in showing the necessity of better qualifications on their part. As the 
result in part no doubt of the demand thus created, the Begents of the 
State University have re-opeiled the Normal Department of that Institu- 
tion, and upon what it is hoped may prove a permanent basis. 

In conclusion it remains to indicate our present wants, and to make 
soma suggestions as to the manner in which they may be supplied. 

Your Committee will not dwell upon the advantages of that change 
iHbiili sssms to be first and most imperatively needed, and which should 
fMiids the other changes required — the consolidated or Uniou «^\^\&. ^^ 
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Schools in our towns. If any argument is needed, others present will be 
able to supply it. Several other States have fortunately incorporated this 
feature into their systems from the outset. The longer we delay it^ iht 
more difficult it will be. After reaching a certain age, the chances for 
passing from single blessedness to a better condition are said to be much 
diminished. 

Your Committee have seen no cause to doubt that the view adopted by 
the Association five years ago, as to the best method of filling the place 
of County Superintendent, was a sound one — namely, that it should be by 
appointment, and not by popular election. They conceive that while the 
primary responsibility for good schools, as for all other institutions of so- 
ciety, rests upon the people at large, yet, after they have elected their 
immediate representatives, or agents, for educational purposes, all that fol- 
lows, in the way of selecting those who are to perform the work of the 
educational field, is best left to those representatives. A School Board 
will seldom be swayed by political bias. A sense of self-respect will 
prompt them, to endeavor at least, to employ competent teachers and su- 
perintendents, or at all events, to come up to puolic expectation in this 
respect. Superintendents of Schools in our cities are quite uniformly ap- 
pointed, and not elected. Experience has shown this to be preferable. 
There would seem to be no good reason why it should be otherwise in re- 
gard to Superintendents for counties. 

The general plan adopted by the Association embraced the formation 
of a State Board of Education. The committee entertain the opinion 
that sucfi a Board would be less unwieldly and more efficient if less nu- 
merous than the whole body of County Superintendents, of whom it was 
at firsit proposed that it should consist. ' It was also recommended, how- 
ever, that the State be divided into Districts for Normal purpates. 
These districts might, perhaps, be co-terminous at first, with our Congres- 
sional Representative Districts. Not to pursue the subject, however, of 
the establishment of a system of Normal Schools for the State, which 
must be a w^rk of time, these Normal Districts might be created with 
great advantage for another, but kindred purpose, namely : that there 
might be appointed over each an Educational Officer, to be known as the 
Normal Superintendent, who should be the superior of the county and 
city superintendents in his district, and to whom should be committed the 
very important trust of organizing, unifying, developing and superin- 
tending the educational work of the district. For this suggestion the 
Committee are indebted to a former member, Col. McMynn, whose obser- 
vations in Europe led him to believe that a similar feature could be ad- 
vantageously incorporated into our school system. The more this sug- 
gestion is examined, the more it will be found to embody an element of 
strength and efficiency which we need. It is confessedly very difficult to 
combine in an eminent degree all the qualifications which make up a mod- 
el County Superintendent. 

The work which needs to be done among us immediately, and for years 
to come, and which can be done properly only by men of peculiar capaci- 
ty, and qualifications, is too obvious to require a lengthened description 
bere. The proper, and useful conducting of Institutes, the concentration 
of Institute work into more protracted normal instruction — thus prepar- 
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iBg the way for Normal Sohools ; the enlightonment of the puhlic mind^ 
and the moulding of the public purpose in regard to this and other edu- 
cational wants ; the systematizing of every part of school work upon a 
broad and philosophical basis, the making our schools nurseries of patri- 
otiBm, as well as intelligence, and our children intelligent, upright, loyal 
citizens, as well as good scholars — this is what we need, but it is a work 
which itself needs, for its direction, men of master minds. The accom- 
plishment of this work cannot be realized at once, but to this we must 
come, or our whole attempt at public education, nay, our whole experi- 
ment of self-government will miscarry 3 for upon the effectual upbuilding 
and maintenance of our public schools, on a large, liberal, and truly chris- 
tian basis, depends more than we yet think or feel, our permanence as a 
nation. The old motto must be enlarged : United, and educsted, we stand, 
— ^uneducated, and divided, we fall. It is impossible that so vast a coun- 
try as this can remain under one government, and in the enjoyment of 
civil liberty, unless that government be truly the expression of the will of 
a highly enlightened people, who have effectually learned lessons of mod- 
eration, forbearance, and justice. 

But to return to the point before us j it is quite obvious that such a 
body of men as has been indicated, with the State Superintendent at their 
head, would form a Board for the State, to whom might be well and safe- 
ly entrusted, all our educational interests. They would also supersede 
the need of special boards, such as we now have, for the University and 
for Normal Schools. Under their guidance, our disjoiiited, scattered, un- 
affiliated educational agencies would acquire unity, strength and complete- 
ness. To them should be committed, in a subordinate degree, the trust of 
educational legislation ; that is, the power to regulate school affairs for 
the State, under a few simple, fundamental laws, much as a local board 
regulate school affairs for their own city or town. 

The Committee do not wish to be understood as recommending an ef- 
fort to procure immediate, and summary legislation upon all the topics 
which they have discussed. This must be a question of prudence, of 
time, and of opportunity. Still each year's delay, in securing the best 
means and facilities for the efficiency of our public schools, is a public 
loss — a loss which can be estimated only by multiplying its individual as- 
pect by all that vast number of children who are losers in consequence 
of existing defects, and by remembering that this want of proper eduoa- 
iional advantages in early life, is seldom made up for afterwards. 

A. PlOKBTT, 

J. B. Pbadt^ 
C. H. Allsn, 
Committee, 

In connection with this report several resolutions were presented, of 
wliich the following were adopted : 

Bsidvedf That in the judgment of this association the proper efficiency of oar 
pmbUo school system requires : 

1. A plan of town organization of the schools. 

2. The general introduction, as far as practicable, of graded schools. 

8. More attention to school architecture and a better supply of school apparatus. 
4.. The carrying out of the intention of the Constitution in regard to sohool 
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0u More earnest and ijrfliematic attention to the physioal, »tihetSe| moral and 
religions training of children in the B<ftioo]0, as well as more enli^tened moUiods of 
]ns£uction and intellectual doTelopment. 

6. The appropriation of aid by the State to the holding of Teachers* iBstitetea. 

7. The establishment of a series of Normal Schools, and the diTision of the State 
for this purpose into Normal School Districts, and the appointment of Normal Sa- 
perintendents over those districts, who shall also constitute a State Board of Xdnoa- 
tion. 

8. The establishment of a grade of permanent or professional teachers* eerCii- 
^ates, to be granted to graduates of Normal Schools, and to others who para the 
requisite examination. 

9. The establishment of a polytechnic institution for the promotion of agrioolture 
and dther industrial pursuits, with proyision for military education. 

Ruolvedj That a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be to bring these 
measures befo4% the legislature, in such a manner and at such times as they shall 
deem most proper, and as they shall be instructed by the Association. 

Reaohedj That the county and city superintendents be requested to co-operate with 
the conmiittee in circulating petitions to the legislature to grant such enaetmenta as 
they may deem desirable from time to time. 

The committee of the past year was oontinned. 

The conyention of count j saperintendents held its sessioDS in ooanec- 
tion with the meetings of the association, an hour of each half daj being 
devoted to the discussion of the following subjects : 

1. Kegular school attendance, and what steps shall be taken to ie- 
<;ure it. 

2. Test of ability in teaching. 

3. School visitation — the best method of reaching the end desired. 
The discussions were ably sustained by the county superintendente, and 

other gentlemen. 

Considerable time was spent by the superintendents in discussing the 
best method of securing uniformity in examination of teachers. The 
following are the results of the discussion : 

1. All applicants shall be required to pass a written examination. 

2. At least ten questions upon each branch shall be submitted. 

3. Applicants for a third grade certificate must answer oorreotlj in 
form and in fact at least fifty per cent of the questions asked ; for a sec- 
ond grade certificate at least sixty per cent., and for a first grade certifi- 
cate at least seventy per cent; each superintendent placing the standard 
as much above the minimum agreed upon as in his judgment may be wise. 

4. No certificate of first or second grade will be given to any person 
who does not give satisfactory evidence of success in teaching. • Of oourse 
beginners will take a third grade certificate. 

NoTB. — My advice to all is to abide by this recommendation, with this exception : 
Any young teacher who has the requisite qualifications as to knowledge for a seoond 
grade certificate, and who, in the first school taught, displays great tact in teaching, 
should not be required to teach under a third grade certificate until it expires, before 
receiving a second grade certificate, but the certificate should be changed as soon 
as the superintendent is satisfied as to the teachen's aptness to teach. This will re- 
ward tact and encourage effort on the part of young teachers. — State SupermUmUtU. 

5. It was further agreed that the superintendents would, when satis- 
£ed with the school visited, enter upon the certificate held by the teaeher 

(if a third grnde certificate) under tiie lie&d oi ^^ Ahil\(%i to Teach" the 
teaeber'a atanding upon a scale of ten, ae t\iQ %\axk^ii^\&\xi^TV^Vvc^>atw»3b^ 
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68 QpoB which an examination is had. This matter, judidotuiy managed^ 
will De of great yalne to schools and teachers. 

The meeting of the aiisooiation seemed to he regarded hy all as one of 
the most pleasant, practical, and usefnl yet held. That of the oounty sn- 
perintendents lacked only the interest of a larger attendance. 

The number of teachers in attendance was not so laree as at the asso- 
ciation of the year previous, the place of meeting being less central. 

The citizens of Kenosha were unwearied in thoir efforts to make the 
stay of the teachers pleasant. 

No single agency is accomplishing more for the schools of the State^ 
than is the State Teachers' Association. 

TOWNSHIP DISTRICT SYSTEM. 

For several years in succession, the State Teachers' Association has dis- 
cussed the subject of the Township District System of Schools, The wishes 
of the Association are expressed in the Report and Resolutions, given 
above. 

The subjoined letter is presented, as a petition to the Legislature, made 
through me by the Committee of the Association. 

HoBiooN, December 12ih, 186S^ 

Hoif . J. L. PiCKABD, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Wis, 

The Committee of the State Teachers' Association, on the *< Revision of the School 
Law," desire to call jour attention to the following facts in regard to the introdao- 
tion of the Township System of Common Schools into our State. 

Ton will allow us to state, (as of course you are aware,) that the State Superln- 
t^idents, yourself included, both in their public addresses, and reports, for the last 
eight years, unhesitatingly recommended the system. The State Teachers* AsBOoia- 
tion, at most of its sessions for the last seven years, has unanimously adopted resolu- 
tions to the same effect. At Teachers' Institutes, and other educational gatherings^ 
the subject has continually been discussed, and we think in every case with a like 
result. 

Wherever the system has been adopted in the United States and Canadas, we think 
that in no important case has it been rejected, but on the contrary is looked upon by 
ednoational classes as a most important and necessary step in educational adyanoe- 
ment. We think that this accumulated evidence ought to inspire us with oonfidenee 
to move forward : we think that the times are propitious, and especially that the 
Aifooiatioiii demands of us action. There are great improvements being made in the 
education of teacher, in the government, classification, gradation, and instruotioii of 
our schools, and in their visitation and examination, that seem necessarily to await 
and demand this improvement in our general school system. 

As you, Sir, by virtue of your office, and general influence, necessarily occupy the 
most oonvenient approach to the Legislature, and as we know your interest in the 
matter, we wieh to act through you, and hereby oheerfnlly offer any aid in our power 
to fdrther the cause. 

Tquts sincerely, A. Piokbtt, 

J. B. Pratt, 
Chas. H. Alijih» 
Oommittce of As^odaikm^ 

I take pleasure in presenting this matter to the candid consideration of 
your Honorable Body, and in support of its claims, offer the folloviux^ 
article prepared by ray assistant,. Mr. A. J. Cm^^ '^\v^ V'OkA ^^wk ^% 
matter much oarofal etadj, and most heartily end^xc^ Oci^ «ct%>xT&iS^>i^^^ 
1UV0 JO favor of the Bjratem': 
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That the county superintendenoj is a step in advance, a great improTe- 
ment upon the town superintendent system, is generally acknowledged by 
those best acquainted with the operation of both agencies ; but many 
' sincere friends of popular education regret the loss of the local officer, 
who, when capable and faithful, effected so much in a direction in which 
the county superintendent is able to do but little — the visitation, and su- 
pervision of schools ; and, so much is this loss felt that, in certain local- 
ities, some are advocating a return to the former order of things, even at 
the sacrifice of the county superin tendency. Believing that such a step 
would be a retrogade one, and that it is entirely unnecessary, I shall pro- 
ceed to indicate what I conceive to be a better method of securing effi- 
cient local supervision of the schools, without sacrificing the fruit of years 
of earnest effort, the county superintendency. We need not only efficient 
supervision, but a complete and harmonious system to supervise. 

As our schools are organized at present, no system of supervision can 
be really effective in securing unity of plan, and systematic development 
of that plan in our educational work. Each school district is a separate, 
independent Tepublic, accountable to no higher authority, and dependent 
upon none, except in the matter of the examination of teachers, and the 
annual receipt and expenditure of a very small amount of money. We 
call the aggregation of agencies through which we educate our children 
a school system, when, in point of fact, there is no vital legal connection 
between these separate agencies, and there is not a school established bj 
law within the State. Not only is the kind of school, and the time it 
shall continue, dependent upon the vote of a majority of the residents of 
the district', but one more than half of the legal voters, a bare majority, 
can prevent the establishment of a school at all. Again, while in o^e 
district, in consequence of the intelligence, and wealth of the people, a 
good, graded school may be maintained ten months each year, in an ad- 
joining district, on account of the absence of intelligence, and the pover- 
ty of the people, a miserable apology for a school, in which only the sim- 
plest rudiments of an English education are taught, is maintained for 
three or four months only. 

Now no system of supervision, be it ever so good, can remedy the above 
mentioned evils, and others inherent in our system. What we need is, the 
abolishment of the separate district system, and the establishment of the 
township system of school organization and government. 

In this system each town constitutes a district, and all matters pertain- 
ing to the schools are under the direction of a board elected by the vari- 
ous sub-districts. The secretary of this board takes the place of the old 
town superintendent, visits and supervises the schools, grades them, as- 
sists the teachers in classifying the pupils, etc.; in a word, is the efficient 
agent of the town board, and the necessary connecting link between the 
county superintendent and the schools. Taxes for the support of schools 
would, under this system, be levied upon the town as a whole, and every 
individual would pay an equal share of such taxes in proportion to the 
amount of property owned by him. 

Further details of the system will be given in connection with what 
follows. The advantages of this system are manv and evident. 

1. As each town forms a school district, and each parent irotill'IMl''' 
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permitted to tend his children to the school which best accommodated 
them., all the expense, trouble, and ill feeling, consequent upon the fre- 
quent changes in the boundaries of districts, would be entirely avoided. 

2. School houses would be built when and where they were needed. 
Many districts are now compelled to suffer, year after year, all the incon- 
Yonienee and loss occasioned by the use of a small, badly constructed, 
ill-arranged house, because of difficulties concerning the site, or the in- 
disposition of the Toters to furnish the means to erect a new building. 
Under the township system these difficulties would be avoided, as the 
board, composed of delegates from all parts of the town, would not be 
likely to be influenced by local disputes in reference to the site for a house, 
but would locate it at such point as would best accommodate those for 
whom it was seleoted ; and as the funds for building the house would be 
drawn from the whole town, the tax upon each individual would be so 
small as not to be in the least burdensome, and there would be no neces- 
sity for delay. 

3. Schools can be graded more easily under the township than under 
the separate district system. The districts, as now organized, as a gen- 
eral rule, are too feeble in numbers and wealth to maintain more than 
one department, and the law of 1858, permitting districts to unite for 
high school purposes has been entirely inoperative, no action having been 
taken by any district in accordance with its provisions. The summer 
Bchools, in the country especially, are primary schools in most respects, 
while the winter schools embrace all grades of pupils from the primary 
to the grammar or high school. This condition of things necessitates 
the employment of better educated, more experienced teachers during the 
winter term, at a cost for their services of about double the amount paid 
for the same length of time in the summer, while there is not, on an av- 
erage, more than a dozen children in each district whose capacity, ad- 
▼aneement, or range of studies, demands a better or more costly teacher 
than the one employed during the summer; and thus the education of 
these few costs the district the difference between the wages paid in sum- 
mer and winter, amounting, for a four months school, to from thirty to sixty 
dollars. Now if there were, within the reach of the larger class of pupils 
in three or four districts, a school of a higher grade, to which they could 
all have access, the winter schools in their respective districts could be 
continued as a primary or intermediate school, under the charge of the 
same teacher employed in the summer, and one higher grade teacher 
would suffice for several districts. By this arrangement all the pupils in 
» town would be divided into two grades, at a cost for tuition not greater 
than that now incurred ; and the total additional expense would be meas- 
ured by the cost of erecting a sufficient number of buildings to accom- 
modate the higher grade of pupils. In many instances, by a proper ar- 
imncemeat of the terms of school, the houses already erected would serve 
for both grades of pupils. In some district, in which the house is so sit- 
uated aa to be easy of access to the larger scholars in several surrounding 
diatriets, let there be a term of school commencing so soon as the ground 
i* settled and the weather is pleasant in the spring, and continuing to the 
%mtpt XvlT'f and a fall term commencing about the middle of August 
'^""^^^Ulilg^tfM middle of November, thus affording the primary 
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pupils six months or more of uninterrupted school daring the moat 
pleasant season of the year, which would be far more beneficial to fhem, 
intellectually and physically, than the usual summer and winter terms, 
with the extremes of warm and cold weather, producing sickness, tardi- 
ness, and irregularity of attendance, and thus wasting a good share of the 
money expended. The winter term could then be devoted entirely to the 
grammar or higher grade scholars, who, under a competent instruotor, 
whose whole time was given to them and their studies, would make as 
much progress intone term as they now do, in the mixed schools, in two 
or more. Again, whenever a new school house is to be built, its location, 
size, and internal arrangements can all be adapted to the new order of 
things, so that, in process of time, without any violent changes, or any 
appreciable increase of expense, the facilities for maintaining graded 
schools can be established throughout the State. 

4. Better supervision of the Schools. The County Superintendent, 
though exercising a general supervision over all the schools in his county, 
is entirely unable to give, to each school, that personal attention neces- 
sary to obtain a complete knowledge of its condition and wants ; and some 
of the most active and efficient Superintendents have felt the need of a 
local officer, to cooperate with and aid them in effecting improvements in 
the arrangement and management of the schools. As before stated, the 
Secretary of the town board will be the proper person to have the imme- 
diate supervision of the schools, and will have power, under the direction 
of the board, to grade and arrange them, suggest and enforce rules for 
their management and government, and advise with and assist the teach- 
ers i^ all cases in which advice and assistance are needed. He should be 
appointed by the board, and he may be one of their members, or not, so 
that the best person to fill the place is selected 

We should thus secure all the advantages of the Town Superintendent 
system, without losing any of the benefits resulting from the establish- 
ment of the County Superintendency. 

5. Economy of administration. All the expenses now incurred in or- 
ganizing new districts, and in changing the boundaries of old ones, would 
be saved. Each child being permitted to attend that school which best 
accommodated him, and the amonnt of tax which each person would pay 
being the same, no matter in what sub -district he resided, there would be 
no reason for altering districts ; consequently very few changes would be 
made, and those few would be easily effected, and attended with little or 
no expense. Again, the liability to a loss of moneys is in proportion to 
the number of hands through which they pass, and it is no wonder tKatj 
with nearly five thousand disbursing officers^ there is a good deal of waste 
if district funds every year. 

Under the Township system the financial affairs of all the schools in a 
town being managed by the same board, one treasurer would be suffieieni, 
and, in order not to multiply officers, the town treasurer, who now col- 
lects and receives all the school moneys belonging to his town, might be 
the treasurer of the board, and upon the ordeir of its secretary, counter- 
signed by the president, could pay out such moneys, when needed. Thus 
the number of disbursing officers would be reduced from nearly five thou- 
sand, to less than eight hundred, and besides the diminished Kability to 
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loss on account of the decrease in the number of dbbursing officers, the 
expense incurred in executing nearly two thousand treasurers* bonds each 
year would be saved. 

6. Better aceommodation of the people. Under the present system it 
is necessary to organize districts in such a form as to secure a certain 
amouni of taxable property in order to support a school, and thus it often 
happens that a person resides in one district while the greater part of hia 
property is situated in another ; and many fiye in close proximity to houses 
to which they would be glad to send their children, but, because they 
live in a different district, they are obliged to send them to schools kept 
in houses remote from them, and difficult of access. Again, it often 
happens that a populous district possesses a small, badly arranged house, 
while an adjoining district, with few scholars, has a large and convenient 
one ; yet the children of the populous district cannot attend the school 
in the other one without the payment of a tuition fee, or a change in the 
boundaries of their district, inyolying time, expense, and often an appeal 
to the State Superintendent. Under the Township system this would all 
be chafnged, as it would be for the interest of every person to have the 
number of pupils in each school proportioned to the size of the house, 
and its power to accommodate them. 

There would also be an equality of privileges in the different districts, 
as, the schools being supported by a general tax, justice would require 
that they be maintained an equal length of time throughout the town, 
and we should not see, as we now do, so great a disparity in school privi- 
leges in adjoining districts. 

Free schools are founded upon the principle that it is the duty of the 
State to see that the children within its limits are educated. To this end 
a generous public fund is provided, and the people are yearly taxed to 
support the system ; yet the kind and amount of instruction given to the 
cMidren of different districts depend entirely upon influences which the 
law does not seek to guide or control. Now common sense and justice 
demand, that wherever children enough to organize a school are found, 
one should be established, with all the means and appliances necessary to 
seeure the result desired, the proper education of the children attending it. 

7. Employment of Teachers. It being the special duty of the Secre- 
tary of the Town Board to visit the schools^ become acquainted with their 
condition and wants, the capacity, tact, and ^ccess of the different 
teachers, he would be better qualified to select tie person suited to each 
aehool than nine -tenths of the District Clerks under the present system 
poesibly can be ; thus better teachers would be employed — that is^ teach- 
ers better adapted to their positions — and they would not be changed each 
term^ as they now are, but would remain in one school so long as they 
were successful in their work. Incompetent and unsuccessful teachers 
would be sifted out, the standard of attainments of all those employed 
would be gradually and surely raised, and the consequent progress of the 
schools would be certain and uninterrupted. 

nie new system of examination by the County Superintendent has done 
uracil to elevate the standard of attainments, and weed out unsuccessful 
taaeherSy but, inasmuch as an examination in regard to scholarship is not 
always a ^e test of the qualifications of an applicant^ «Lud%XkV^\&'^^\ 
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possible for the County SuperinteiideDt to give that personal attention to 
each school necessarj to enable him to jndge correctly in regard to the 
skill and faithfulness of the teacher, many persons are still employed who 
haye no real fitness for their position, and who are retained through fa- 
voritism or indifference on the part of those by whom they are engaged. 
Buch persons would be quietly dropped from the list of teachers, and 
would engage in other pursuits, or, by the use of proper means, beoome 
fitted for the responsible positions of instructors of youth. 

I have thus presented some of the main points in which it is believed 
that the Township system is superior to the present District system, and 
it only remains to notice some of the objections urged to it by those who 
object to change, or who -are satisfied with the system as it is. 

The first objection is to the raising of taxes for the support of schoob 
by the town at large. Looking at the matter from a personal stand point, 
many think a general tax would be unjust to different localities, for the 
reason that the children of school age are not proportioned to the valua- 
tion of property, and thus a wealthy district, with few children, would 
pay for the education of children residing in other districts. This objec- 
tion is the same one so often urged against free schools by the childless 
capitalist, or the wealthy tax-payer whose children were already educated, 
1* I ought not to pay for educating my neighbor's children." As before 
stated, free schools are established on the assumption that *' the proper^ 
of the State shall educate the children of the State," and consistency re- 
quires that the details of the system shall be so arranged as to carry out 
this fundamental principle. What justice is there in requiring that a 
specified portion of territory shall furnish the means to educate the ehiU 
dren residing therein, so long as you withhold from its tax-payers the 
power to decide who shall inhabit that territory ? 

The fact is, that the fairest method of maintaining the schools would 
be by a tax upon the whole State, and the larger the district embraced in 
one organization, the more just and equal will be the taxation. 

The moneys apportioned yearly by the State Superintendent, and those 
levied upon the towns by the County Board of Supervisors, are dbtributed 
to each district in proportion to the number of children between the ages 
of four and twenty residing therein ; and as the latter moneys are raised 
by a tax upon each town as a whole, and not by separate districts, the plan 
advocated is, in fact, in operation already, and only needs to be extended 
to the levy and collectiAi of all the funds needed to support the schools. 

In the second place, many will object to the raising of funds by the 
whole town, to build a school house in a particular district, who would 
be willing that the schools should be supported by a general tax, after the 
houses are built. This objection is removed by considering the town as a 
single district, which needs several houses to accommodate its pupils. It 
is true, that, for convenience sake, the town is divided into sub-distriets, 
yet, for general purposes it is a unit, and should be managed accordingly. 
Each town is divided into road districts, yet when a new highway is to be 
laid out, the whole town is called upon to pay the expense incurred for 
right of way, etc , though but few of its tax-payers are personally bene- 
fited ; and when a bridge is to be built no one thinks of asking the citi- 
tens residipg in the road district in which the bridge is needed, to fturnish 
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tht funds to pay for erecting it ; and it cannot be that the eduoation of 
Uie children m Wisconsin, is a matter of less interest to the people than 
the laying out of highways, and the erection of bridges. Returns made 
to the State Superintendent show that, on an ayerage, in the larger coun- 
ties, not more than four school houses are built in each year ; and this 
would give to each town but one to build every three years, and this 
burden, being borne by all the tax payers, would be so light, as scarcely 
to be felt. All the children would thus be provided with school privi- 
leges, and the protracted effort and struggle now necessary in ntost dis- 
triota, in order to secure the erection of a school house would be avoided. 

In order to avoid all seeming injustice, it might be provided, that those 
districts which had, within a certain limited time, erected good and sub- 
stantial houses, should be exempted from the payment of the taxes raised 
for building bouses, for a number of years after the adoption of the town- 
ship system. 

All other inequalities and seeming irregularities can be as well provided 
for, and it is confidently believed, that a law can be framed, preserving 
for our school system all its prominent vital and valuable features, and 
engrafting thereon such additional ones as will give it harmony and com- 
pleteness, make it a better exponent of our educational standing, more 
worthy of affection and generous support, and insure the successful ao- 
complishment of its great design, the eduoation and elevation of the 
whole people. 

CLAIMS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

Bxperienoe has demonstrated the truth of the assertion, that ** liberal 
appropriations, and legislative enactments, cannot, of themselves, impart 
to any system that vitality essential to success.'' An enlightened public 
opinion is absolutely prerequisite to ultimate and permanent suooess. 
llaw alone is but a dead letter, a lifeless skeleton. The popular will puts 
m living soul into the skeleton. Well directed popular will is not a orea- 
Uve ot impulse. It is controlled by motives that are first approved, then 
ftlt. The heart must be trained to feel, after the intellect has been train- 
ed to peroeive the claims of any cause upon us for sympathy and support. 
Especially is this true of the great cause of popular education, which 
touches us at more points, and affects more inteiests than any other. The 
Mcial, the political, the physical, the intellectual, the moral interests of 
OUT children, are all intimately connected with it. It appeals to us as 
parents, as citisens, as patriots, and as philanthropists. A few of its 
ofadms upon us I will briefly adduce. 

1. It is a iuppfy exactly adapted to the want. 

The mind of tne child ever seeks for something wherewith to satisff 
ili longings. The public school comes to the restless and absorbent 
mind with the invitation, '< take freely of the good things I bring you, 
aad be filled with the blessings I have in store for you." 

8. It is the only supply that will meet the necessities of the larger 
yart of our people. 

Fiamify imtrMcifan will not meet the demand. Some parents are mor- 
ally unfit to become the teachers of their ohildreu *, som« ^vi^ r^nX ~*^ 
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oient training themselves ; many have not the time that oan be spared 
from other and pressing duties pertaining to the physical comforts of their 
families. Take from tibe whole number of parents, those who can not^ 
and those who will not, properly instruct their children, and comparative* 
ly few remain. 

Private enterprise will not meet the demand. According to the last 
censuH, but one out of thirteen of the pupils of the United States is en- 
rolled as attending private schools of all kinds and grades. This esti* 
mate embraces all the States of the Union, some of which have no public 
school system. 

The census reveals, also, one other &ct bearing directly upon this point. 
The number of persons, natives of any State, who can neither read nor 
write, is in inverse ratio to the interest manifested in public school enter- 
prises. I use not this argument to discourage private enterprise, but 
rather to show that this alone is an unsafe reliance. Colleges; academies, 
and seminaries, are of necessity confined to narrow spheres of direct la- 
bor, though their indirect influences are unlimited. They are the most 
efficient where the field is prepared by public enterprise. 

3. It is a home school. 

Much of the future success of the child depends upon his early habits* 
The most impressible years of our lives are those of early childhood* 
These, too, are fraught with most danger, because while most impressi- 
ble, the] mind and heart are least able of themselves to resist evil in- 
fluences. The watchful eye, and yearning heart of the mother, the care 
and counsel of the father, are needful helps to a successful resistance of 
such temptations as are always addressed to the young. How true is this 
when the witching hours of night throw a mantle over the deeds to which 
the unsuspecting are so often invited. How much does the true parent 
prize the opportunity of keeping his loved ones by hb side during the 
evening, and of enlivening the circle gathered about the fireside, with in- 
nocent amusements, and social chat. How far above all price must be 
that institution which will enable him to educate his children within reach 
of home influences. Such an institution is the public school. The phys- 
ical well-being of the child, as well as his moral welfare pleads for these 
home schools. 

Society is made up of individual homes, hence : 

4. Society is improved by the public school. Statistics show that 
very few of the pupils who are in constant attendance upon our free 
schools, ever become ariminals. Close the doors of all the public schools 
of this State to day, and let private enterprise spring to its fullest possi- 
ble stature, and a large majority of the children would be at once thrown 
into the street, to be trained there for the prison, or the poorhouse, or at 
least to be contaminated by influences clustering about the street schools. 

5. The public free school is an American, and ao Americanizing in- 
stitution. 

It had not its birth upon American Soil, but it was the product of the 
spirit that gave America to the world. It had its origin in a heart that 
loved civil and religious liberty, and was nurtured by men who uphold 
the idea of a popular government. It has long since answered the old and 
hitherto troublesome question, '* whether education can be as universal 
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and as unboaght as liberty." Wherever you find a heart upon whose 
altar the fire of ciyil liberty burns, there you find a true American, what- 
ever oountry may have giyen him birth. The Public School is free to all 
without distinction of birth or circumstances. Monarchies order systems 
of education for the benefit of the Monarchy and the perpetuation of his 
reign. Ours is for the peoplcj and the perpetuation of their reign. Con- 
ferring benefits upon the people, it can but awaken a love for the spirit 
that gave it birth, and attach those receiving its benefits to the inhabitants 
that demand and support it. Many came to us from lands where the 
blessings of education are conferred only upon the favored few. Here the 
eup is pressed to their very lips, and they are commanded to drink, with- 
out money and without price. This free education not only teaches the 
value of our institutions, but guides to a proper use of the privileges be- 
stowed. Conflicting elements are entering into our civilization. Furify 
Ihem and we shall be blessed ; but leave them uneducated and unres- 
trained and they will prove a curse. To accomplish the former apd save 
as from the latter, is one of the peculiar missions of the Public School. 
This alone will not accomplish all the work, but it will lay the foundation ; 
it will encourage habits of obedience, of order, of industry, and will lead 
into the broader fields of learning, opened by Academies, Seminaries, Col- 
leges, and Universities. A statesman of Virginia, of years agone, when 
Virginia was true to herself and her country, used these pleasant words. 
" There should be no distinction between the children of a republic. They 
are not, in the school sense, the children of their parents, but the State is 
Pareni Patrice, and they should all be regarded as the sons and daughters 
of Mother Commonwealth. They all alike, look up to the benign State 
If other for the mental bounty ; all praise her onh/ and love her supremely 
for it, and there is laid a foundation of love of Vountry, enduring as the 
teminisoences of school-boy days, and fervent as the fondest recollections 
of4ife and gratitude can ever be in the human heart." Thus does the 
Fublio School become an Americanizing institution. 

6. By educating the labor of the country, it developes Inventive Gen- 
inSi and thus increases wealth. 

Labor and thought united, have cultivated broader fields, have white- 
ened more seas, have turned more spindles, have dug deeper mines, than 
man's unassisted hands could have done. By aid of machinery the wealth 
of the oountry is increased. The productive industry of the United States 
has increased twice as rapidly as the population has increased. The Pub* 
lie School has had much to do with this, as is shown by the fact, that the 
States, where the Free School interest has been most largely fostered, 
have been most productive in useful machines. The following statements, 
from the Scientijic American, will show the wonderful stimulus given to 
productive industry by inventions : 

'' Cotton. — One man can spin more cotton yarn now than four hundred 
men could have done in the same time in 1760. when Arkwright, the best 
eotton spinner, took out his first patent. 

Floub. — One man can make as much flour in a day now, as a hundred 
and fifty could a century ago. 

Laoe. — One woman can now malce as much lace in a day as a hundred 
women could a hundred years ago. 
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Sugar. — It now requires only na many days to refine engar as it did 
months thirty years ago. 

LooKiNQ Glasses. — It once required six months to put quioksilver an 
a glass ; now it needs only forty minutes. 

Engines. — The engine of a first rate iron-olad frigate will perform as 
much work in a day, as forty-two thousand horses." 

Not only have the productions of the country largely increased, but the 
reflex influence of increased facility in manufacturing, has afforded to 
laboring men leisure for improvement. That this leisure is sometimes 
abused in indolence, dissipation, or luxury, is no argument against tlie 
advantages it affords. By many it is improved in reading and study, to 
that cultivation of the mind and heart which will make better oitisens. 

7. The kind of education furnished by our Public Schools, will ooun- 
teract the universal tendency to the establishment of an aristooraoy. 

Our greatest danger as a people lies in an aristocracy of wealth to 
which is added the power of intelligence. Let wealth be monopolised as 
it always will be, and take from the poor the advantages of school, Asd 
we shall soon have two classes in society : those who live by others* 
labor, and those who labor for others* living. The former will rule the 
latter with a rod of iron, the rod becoming each day more heavy, and the 
hand that wields it each day more rigorous and tyrannical. Tyrants bate 
well understood their sources of power, and have shut up to their sub- 
jects all avenues of light, knowledge, and wealth. Our security lies in 
the general diffusion of intelligence, which shall level all such fklse social 
distinctions as are established by tyrants and aristocrats for their 9wti 
safety. 

8. Labor is ennobled by the intellectual elevation of the laborer. 

We are in danger of forgetting the early lessons of our Pilgrim Fath- 
ers, and of lapsing into a state of luxurious ease. So fashionable has it 
become to have nothing to do, that all semblance of work must be entire-^ 
ly dismissed from the social circle. Youth must bo trained in indolence, 
though it entail upon them its never failing curse. Appearances most 
be kept up, and honesty gives way to the insatiate love of show. Petty 
thefts, peculation, embezzlement, or stealing disguised under the title of 
''sharp practice," unredeemed credit, unremembered promises, all follow 
this labor-shunning fashion. It must be admitted that the unintelligvot 
do not commend labor. Let all the toiling men and women of our land 
be taught to think, and to work out the product of their own thoughta, 
and to such labor as they will then perform there can no disgraoe attach. 
The school that opens its doors to all, and that bestows its favors upon 
5fat9M rather than upon hulUariy upon character rather than upon diih, 
must, in the elevation of the laborer, dignify labor. 

9. No system of schools has greater pecuniary advantages than the 
system of free schools. 

I use this last, though to every intelligent mind, it is the least import- 
ant of all the claims of the public school. What has been already said 
will prepare us to expect great indirect pecuniary advantages accompany- 
ing more productive labor. Educated labor is by far the most profitable. 
Many large manufacturing establishments have, after diligent examination, 
fonnd a difference of fifty per cent, in its favor. 
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The Mme intelligenoe that gires to the laborer more oomplete mastarj 
over his own and other powers, and enables him to use to better advantaf^ 
the material placed in his hands, also saves him from many ezpensiye 
habits, and from practices that lead to crime ; so that money is savedy as 
well as earned. 

Other schools than the public school secure the same results so far^ui 
they go, but they do not reach so many of the laboring class. Oould 
their benefits be as general, they must be more expensiye. Herein con- 
sists the direct pecuniary benefit of our free school system. 

The actual expenses of the schools of this State for the past year haye 
not exceeded three dollars per scholar. As the State increases in wealth 
and population, the relative expenses of her schools will be diminished. 
Ohio schools cost but S2 07 per scholar ; New York schools cost $3 per 
scholar ; Pennsylvania schools cost S2 15 per scholar. Before Wiscon- 
sin reaches the age of either of the States named, her schools will cost 
less than theirs. 

The cause thus urged pleads with parents, that they furnish their chil- 
dren with the means of education as c])^tfiMly as possible, consistent ^^^jt 
with their highest interests, and at home, where they may care for their 
physical and moral training ; with citizens — that they recognize the debt 
they owe to society, and provide liberally for that culture which shall 
make their property safer and more productive ; with patriots — that they 
prepare well those to whose hands the institutions qH our beloved country 
are soon to be committed ; and with you as legislators — that you recog- 
nise the saoredness of this trust committed to your care by parents, oiti- 
sens and patriots — ^that you shield it from all harm, and foster its interesli 
in whatever way your own wisdom and intelligence may direct. 

Very Respectfully, 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. L. PICKAKD, 

9MfU PyMio InUmoi¥m, 






APPENDIX 



TABLE No. 1. 



APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOB 1863. 



GountiiBS and Towns. 



Adams, • 

KgFUtt, 

Ghe«ier,« 

DeU Prairie, 

do additional, , 

Basion, 

Jackson,^ 

Leola, 

Iiinooln,- 

MonroOy ••••%••••••««••••• ■••••••••• ••••••••••.•••••«. 

Newark Valleji^ ^ 

New HaTon, - 

Preston, •* , 

Qiiincy,^ 

Baehfiild, 

do additional, 

Rome,., 

Springville, 

Strong's Prairie, 

White Creek,» 

ToUl, 

>— 

Bajport, 

La Points, 

Toti^.^ , 

BvfVAio— 

JLiina,««««*** ••••••••••• ••••••••• •<••••••••••••••••••••••••• M 

Belridere, • «. ... 

Bnifalo^M ; 

Buffalo Citj, - 

Cross, ^....^ .•••• 

Sagle Mills, « 

OS&naBftoB, •«- 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


166 


$78 04 


84 


14 96 


148 


66 12 


276 


121 00 


16 


6 60 


114 


60 16 


184. 


80 96 


48 


18 92 


186 


81 84 


120 


62 80 


87 


16 28 


262 


110 88 


148 


62 92 


88 


88 72 


69 


26 96 


68 


29 92 


47 


20 68 


287 


104 28 


267 


117 48 


62 


27 28 


2,646 


$1,119 80 


189 


$88 16 


88 


86 62 


272 


$119 68 


. 89 


$89 16 


108 


47 62 


192 


84 48 


67 


39 48 


116 


60 60 


84 


86 96 


62 


22 88 


81 


t4^ 



CoontiM ud Townt. 


Ho, or 
ChUdren. 


Apportioo- 
maiiL 




318 
804 

uo 

S58 
SS8 
687 
440 
401 
386 
6S4 
444 
480 
28B 
2,863 
440 
805 
406 
411 
486 
570 
481 
497 
459 
40S 
462 
686 
407 
481 
489 
370 
461 
872 
388 


$188 93 






bS^::;::::;;:::::::::™:::::::::::;:::::;:::::;::::::::::::::"";. 




































lUdieoD 

lOdiwmCitj „ 


126 40 
1,086 82 


Mrimft,_ „ „ 

MiddlBton,. - 


100 « 
318 24 








260 SO 




nStS^nK".'-::;!™..™-..'.:"'"™:!!™!:!:;":::;:!;: 












ajwingdyo _ 


1S8 88 


bLp*^*;:::::":"::":::;:::;"::::::"""":::"::::;:™"::;;;, 












^^^:z:::::::::;;';z::;:;::;::::::;:::::::::::::;;::::::::::: 








SSSSi::::::::::::::::™:::::;:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 












ToUl 


17,709 


S7, 881 68 








DODGB- 


784 
678 
1,044 
446 
896 
876 
637 

ess 

S40 
748 
768 
1,018 
676 
747 
401 
700 
876 














196 60 




IMOO 




ift^""v;;"';"\""V':v.".'.r.r" " :": 








Fox Lake,,- 


329 12 






















■ Uwfo!. , 


386 4< 



CountieB kud Towns. 


No. of 
Childrau. 


ApporUon- 
msnt. 


Co DOE — continued. 


690 
625 
766 
657 
808 
684 
461 
819 
260 
























iSa;:::;:r:::::::;;:::::::;:::;::::;::::::::;::::::::::::":::: 


198 44 










Total, 


16,884 


$7,428 96 


I>O0B— 


2d 
806 
28 


















61 

43 
IM 
20 

66 
79 
90 
102 






































904 














Dodo LAS— 


103 


»45 82 




Total, 


103 


¥46 82 


DoMir— 


161 
124 












C»°ni^!!"zz:::3z:::::::;z::;::::::;;:;::::::. 


94 
143 
65 

266 






















883 


1366 62 










Bad CtAittB— 


210 
74 

294 
62 
82 

100 


$02 40 










27 28 
as Oft 
44 q| 




OskQroTe, 



Countiea and Towns. 


No. of 
Cbndnn. 


apportion- 
ment. 


Bin CtAiai— eonfiinMrf— 


69 
IM 


$26 96 
67 7S 










1086 














Fond bd Lac— 


488 
702 
461 

666 

eeo 

680 
fiOO 
8«> 
492 

2, see 

510 

too 

fiS4 
670 
607 
469 
899 
381 
779 
490 
477 
646 
461 
278 
















SJ^'::::::;::::::;:::::::::::::::::::;:::::;::::::::::::::::;::;: 




















Fond du Lftc city 


1, 087 G2 














MetonwD,;.'.'.:.::::::::;;'.:! ■.::■■.::;:: ::; 














































14, 178 


»6,286 12 




Gbant— 


6U 
1S4 
866 
426 
882 
807 
671 
808 
440 
216 
1,061 
646 
260 
877 
228 
786 
272 
488 
281 


$284 24 
























(lion HSTBD, 












HMeiGMBC"."..J."""i'r.!™'.""'."'." 


































101 64 



CouDties and Towna. 



Patch Grove, 
PlalteTiUe,. 

PotOBi, 
Smelser, 
Tafton, 
WyaluBiDg, . 

Waterloo,.... 
WsteritowD, 
Wingville,. 

ToUl, 



Aduna, 
Albany, 
BrooUjt 
Cadii,.. 

Docatur, 

JeffcraoD,. 

Jordan,. 

Monroe,. 

Mount Pleasant, 
Sew GlaruH, 
Spring Qroye, 

SyWoBter, 
Wa«hingt( 
York, 

Tolal, 



Obiim Lake — 

Berlin City, 
Brooklyn, 

Qreeu Lake, 
KinsBton,. 
UarkcBsn, 
Hackford, 

MaoolieBtei 
Uarquette, 
Princeton... 
St. Marie, 
Senecft,.^.. 
Kingston Village, 




Total,. 



Counties and Towni. 


Ko. of 
ChUdren. 

466 

2M 

1,701 

1,068 

829 
300 
604 
664 
1,172 
891 
982 
26B 
^91 


m«ot 

$200 20 
111 75 








468 82 






182 00 
221 78 








516 68 




^fflsa^r-..:::;;:;::::::; 


432 08 
117 64 
128 04 








8,762 

416 
196 

202 
97 
196 
222 
96 
IS 


$S, 860 88 
$182 60 


J^OKSOH— 














80 24 
97 68 


Meir^":::"!; ■■.■::::: ::"."": : 














1.440 

866 
296 
567 
877 
423 
777 

1,240 
644 
620 
891 
482 
689 
708 
165 
666 
162 
676 

2,785 


$683 60 

$166 20 
120 80 
245 08 

886 ea 

18G 12 
841 88 
H6 M 
288 36 
281 44 
892 04 
190 08 
281 16 
809 82 

68 20 
248 60 

71 28 

297 44 

1,225 40 
















Si^in^:::::;:;:::::::::::;:::::::::;::;:::::::::::::::::::::;':'; 




Milford, 






SuUiTan,- 
















12.702 


$6,688 88 











CounUt* and Toitdb. 


No. of 
Chadren. 


Apportion- 


j.™^. 


96 
72 

12^ 
2S2 
3it6 

376 
169 
380 
124 
210 
234 
66 
214 
207 
269 
236 


$41 80 
31 68 
66 00 
110 88 
174 'Ji 
150 1 J 
166 44 
69 96 
169 84 
64 66 
92 40 
102 9S 
29 0* 
9* 10 
SI 08 
113 96 
108 84 










lemonweir, ~ 








MwBton *."".":;; 








s.iamiv.'.'.'!.":.;;;'.™;;."; :::::::::: : 




woMwoo .„;""""::::::;::::::"::;;:::::::■■;:■;::;■:■.::: 






8,764 


$1,661 78 






490 
446 
1.474 
488 
6B6 
254 
672 
499 
362 


$216 60 
1»S 80 
648 66 
2U 72 
2(9 04 
11176 
261 68 
219 66 
16» 28 


^d,.™."!::" ■:.■::::::.■.■;::::■■: 


Kenosluk 


fttfiTT! 




lUndall, , 


8om«ig, 








6,160 

260 
241 
612 
102 
220 
332 
32 
12 
319 


$2,266 00 

$110 00 
108 04 
226 28 
44 88 
96 80 
146 08 
14 08 
6 28 
140 SS 


Xmwavmmm — 








ftiiklio,' 






pi«.l^.;:;::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::;;:;:;;;: 

BedRiTw, 




2,020 

.139 
486 
286 


__$888 80 

$149 IS 
191 40 


La Chshic- 


bJ^::;::;;:;:v;.:;'.::.::;.v.::: 




CmmpbeU, 




pMrnington,. 
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Counties and Towns. 



La Cross b — continued. 

Farmington, — extra for last year's error,. 

Greenfield, 

Holland, 

Jackson,... 

La Crosse, 

Neshonoc, 

Onalaska, 

Washington,....! 



Total,, 

La Pointe — 

Bayfield, . . 



Total,. 



La Faykttii — 

Argyle, 

Belmont, 

Benton, 

Center, 

Elk Grove, 

Fayette, 

Gratiot, 

Kendall, 

Monticello, 

New Diggings, 

Shullsburg, 

Wayne, 

White Oak Springs,. 

Willow Springs, 

Wiota, 



Total,. 



Manitowoc — 

Gato, , 

Centerville, 

Cooperstown, , 

Eaton, , 

Franklin, 

Gibson, 

Kossuth, 

Liberty, 

Manitowoc, 

Manitowoc Rapids,, 

Maple Grove, 

Meeme, 

Mishicott, 

Newton, 

SocklAnd,,,, 

Sohleawig, 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


26 


$12 60 


802 


132 88 


ISl 


67 64 


266 


117 04 


1,170 


614 80 


260 


114 40 


850 


164 00 


146 


64 24 


4,249 


$1,869 56 


133 


$68 62 


138 


$68 52 


_-.-.— . -• — _ 





606 


$222 64 


278 


122 82 


964 


424 16 


796 


849 80 


648 


241 12 


487 


214 28 


440 


198 60 


492 


216 48 


216 


96 04 


743 


326 92 


1,120 


492 80 


297 


130 68 


224 


98 66 


881 


167 64 


600 


264 00 


8,091 


$8, 560 04 


662 


$242 88 


488 


212 52 


879 


166 76 


212 


98 28 


429 


188 76 


889 


171 16 


696 


261 80 


478 


208 12 


1,188 


622 72 


667 


245 08 


299 


131 66 


476 


209 00 


494 


217 86 


640 


281 60 


271 


119 24 


826 


14S 00 



185 



Counties and Towns. 



Manitowoc — continued. 

Two Creeks, 

Two Rivers, 



Total,. 



3IABATH0N — 

Berlin, 

Easton, 

Jenny, 

Xnowlton, 

Alosinee, 

Marathon, 

Stettin, 

Texas, 

Wausau, < 

Wausau Village,. 
Weston, 



No. of 
Children. 



78 
889 



8,728 



Total,. 



Milwaukee — 

Franklin, 

do extra for last year's error,, 

Greenfield, 

GranyiUe, 

Lake, 

Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee City, 

Oak Creek. 

Wauwatosa, 



Total,. 



l^ABQDBTTE — 

Buffalo, 

Douglas, 

Crystal Lake, 

Hturis, 

Mecan, 

Montello, 

Moundville,.. 
Neshkoro,....< 

Newton, , 

Oxford, 

Packwaukee,. 

Shields, 

Springfield,... 
Westfield, 

Total, 



248 
16 
23 
67 
83 
77 
78 
12 
104 
271 
26 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$84 32 
391 16 



990 



$3. 840 32 



$109 12 
7 04 

10 12 
25 08 
36 52 
33 88 
32 12 

5 28 

45 76 

119 24 

11 44 



$435 60 



727 


$319 88 


50 


25 00 


992 


' 436 48 


1.099 


488 56 


787 


846 28 


1,019 


448 86 


16,684 


6,900 90 


969 


426 86 


1,174 


516 56 


22, 461 


$9, 878 44 


389 


$149 16 


244 


107 36 


208 


89 82 


181 


79 64 


224 


98 56 


287 


126 28 


170 


74 80 


116 


51 04 


247 


108 68 


246 


108 24 


222 


97 68 


220 


96 80 


111 


48 84 


196 


85 80 


8,005 


$1, 822 20 


_. - 


\. 



13€ 



Counties and Towns. 



MONROS — 

Adrian, 

Angelo,, 

Clifton, 

£aton, 

Glendale, 

Greenfield 

Jefferson, 

Lafayette, : 

Leon, 

Le Roy, ^ 

Lincoln, 

Little Falls, 

Portland, 

Bidgeville...... 

Sheldon, 

Sparta, 

Tomah, 

Wellington, 

Wilton, 

Total 



Oconto — 

Marinette, 

Oconto, 

Oconto Village, 

Pensaukee, 

Peshtigo, 

Stiles, 

Suamico, 

Total, 



Outagamie — 

Appleton,..., 

Bovina, 

Buchanan, 

Center, 

Dale, 

£llington, 

Freedom, 

Grand Chute, 

Greenville, ,, 

Hortonia, 

Kaukauna, 

Liberty, 

Osborn, .' 

Maple Creek, 

Total, 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


169 


$74 86 


160 


66 00 


45 


19 80 


29 


12 76 


104 


46 76 


104 


45 76 


162 


66 88 


113 


49 72 


290 


127 60 


102 


44 88 


161 


70 84 


147 


64 68 


166 


68 64 


218 


98 72 


160 


66 00 


807 


856 08 


269 


118 36 


106 


46 64 


188 


60 72 


8,405 


$1, 498 20 






125 


$55 00 


158 


69 52 


286 


103 84 


127 


55 88 


152 


66 88 


117 


51 48 


48 


21 12 


963 


$428 72 


968 


$419 32 


110 


48 40 


187 


60 28 


174 


76 56 


285 


103 40 


278 


120 12 


817 


189 48 


896 


$174 24 


494 


217 86 


818 


139 92 


867 


161 48 


54 


28 76 


51 


22 44 


103 


45 32 


8; 982 


$1, 762 08 







Counties ftud Towns. 


No. of 
Children. 


Appor«on- 


OnADua- 


1,057 

1,439 

785 

816 

1,437 

1,04B 

760 


$46S08 






























7,839 


$3,229 18 










p„»^ 


168 
IG 
89 

89 
199 

lis 

81 

64 

sec 

287 
26 

188 
16 


$60 62 






























28 16 
























1,686 


1676 84 








Pbpik— 


81 
176 
76 
61 
272 
47 
44 
98 


$18 U 








I.™. ; 








Stockholm,-... 


• 20 68 










Total, 


800 


9862 00 


Pout— 


6S 
120 
IS4 
111 
21 
88 




FarSnrtin". "; ■.■'■""'".■";: '.'.".Z 




Oweolm 


67 78 














Total, 


602 


¥220 88 



138 



Counties and Towns. 



POBTAQB — 

Almond, 

Amherst,... 

Belmont, 

Baena Vista, , 

Eau Pleine, 

HuU, 

Lanark, 

Linwood, 

New Hope, 

Pine Qroye, 

Plover, 

Sharon, .V.A!. 

City of Stevens Point, 

Stockton, 






ft** 



Total, 



Baginb — 

Burlington, 

Caledonia, 

Dover, 

Mt. Pleasant, 

Norway, 

Baoine, 

Baymond, 

Boohester, 

Waterford, 

Yorkville, 

Total, 

I* 

BlOHLAND — 

Akan, 

Blo^m, 

^uetia Vista, 

Dayton...... 

Eagle, 

Forest, 

Henrietta, 

Ithaca, 

Marshall, 

Orion,.. 

Biohland, 

Biohwood, 

Bookbridge, 

Sylvan,.... 

Westford, 

Willow, 

Total, 



Vo. of 
Children. 



* » 



198 
218 
161 
178 
44 
108 
163 
100 
178 
114 
806 
208 
412 
217 



2,685 



873 
1,069 
464 
961 
462 
2,639 
620 
387 
642 
619 



8,466 



98 
281 
876 
265 
846 
243 
227 
485 
301 
210 
408 
890 
263 
241 
221 
183 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$84 92 
98 72 

70 84 
78 32 
19 86 
47 62 

71 72 
44 00 
76 12 
50 16 

184 64 
89 82 

181 28 
95 48 



$1, 187 40 



$384 12 
470 36 
204 16 
418 44 
198 88 

1,161 16 
228 80 
148 28 
282 48 
228 36 



$3, 725 04 







$43 12 
128 64 
165 44 
112 20 
152 24 
106 92 

99 88 
191 40 
132 44 

92 40 
179 62 
171 60 
116 72 
106 04 

97 24 

84 92 



4, 488 $1, 974 72 



139 



Counties and Towns. 



IRocK — 

Avon, 

Beloit, 

Beloit City, 

Bradford, 

Center, , 

Clinton, 

Fulton, 

Harmony, 

Janesville, 

Janesville City, 

Johnstown, 

La Prairie, 

lima, 

Magnolia, 

Milton, 

Newark, 

Plymouth, , 

Porter, , 

Koek« 

Spring Valley,. 

Turtle, , 

Union, 

Total 



Sauk — 

Baraboo, 

Bear Creek, 

Dellona, 

Excelsior, 

Fairfield, 

Franklin, 

Freedom, 

Greenfield, 

Honey Creek,... 

Ironton, 

Layalle, 

Merrimack, 

New Buffalo,.... 
Prairie du Sac,. 

Reedsburg, 

Spring Green,.. 

Sumpter, 

Troy, 

Washington, 

Westfield, 

Winfield, 

Woodland, 

Total, 






No. of 
Children. 



398 
818 

1,460 
427 
436 
617 
711 
369 
814 

3,022 
412 
306 
890 
461 
608 
485 
492 
516 
470 
436 
520 
648 



13, 810 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$175 12 
189 92 
642 40 
187 88 
191 84 
271 48 
812 84 
162 86 
138 16 

1,329 68 
181 28 
184 64 
171 60 
202 84 
367 62 
218 40 
216 48 
226 60 
206 80 
191 84 
228 80 
282 92 



$6, 076 40 



826 


$868 44 


274 


120 66 


808 


183 82 


278 


122.82 


258 


118 62 


284 


124 96 


222 


97 68 


383 


146 52 


408 


179 52 


380 


167 20 


249 


109 66 


292 


128 48 


848 


168 12 


766 


337 04 


512 


225 28 


868 


161 92 


400 


176 00 


804 


138 76 


380 


146 20 


884 


146 96 


294 


129 86 


215 


94 60 


\ 


I ^^Vl^ %*!. 
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Counties and Towns. 



Saint Croix — 

Cylon, 

Baa Gallie, 

Erin Prairie, 

Emerald, 

Hammond, 

Hudson, 

Hudson City, 

Malene, 

Pleasant Valley, 

Richmond, 

Rush River, 

St. Joseph 

Springfield, 

Star Prairie, 

Somerset, 

Troy, 

Warren, 

Total 



Sheboygan — 

Abbott, 

Greenbush, 

Herman, 

Holland, , 

Lima, 

Lyndon, 

Mitchell, 

Moselle, 

Plymouth, 

Rhine, 

Russell, 

Scott, 

Sheboygan, 

Sheboygan City, 

Sheboygan Falls, 

Sheboygan Falls Village, 
Wilson, 

Total, 



Shawanaw — 

Belle Plain,... 

Hartland, 

Pella, 

Richmond,.... 
Shawano,.... 
Waukecheon, 

Total,.... 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


66 


$29 04 


43 


18 92 


209 


91 96 


48 


21 12 


161 


66 44 


103 


45 32 


476 


209 00 


121 


63 24 


100 


44 00 


116 


50 60 


91 


40 04 


74 


32 56 


41 


18 04 


115 


60 60 


109 


47 96 


132 


58 08 


40 


17 60 


2,033 


$894 62 


628 


$276 32 


606 


266 20 


739 


325 16 


962 


418 88 


707 


311 08 


682 


266 08 


417 


183 48 


416 


183 04 


779 


342 76 


616 


226 60 


240 


105 60 


639 


237 16 


474 


208 56 


1,428 


628 32 


689 


303 16 


406 


178 20 


416 


182 60 


10, 630 


$4, 638 20 


80 


$35 20 


16 


7 04 


48 


21 12 


78 


34 32 


20 


8 80 


7 


3 08 


249 


$109 56 
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Counties and Towns. 



Tkbupealeau — 

Arcadia, 

Caledonia...... 

Chase, 

aale, 

linooln, 

Preston, 

Sumner, , 

Trempealeau, 

Total, 



VlRMOlC — 

• Bergen, 

• Christiana, .. 

• Clinton, 

• Coon, 

• Franklin, 

• Forest, 

Genoa, 

f Greenwood,.. 

• Hillsboro...... 

• Harmony, .... 
t Hamburg, .... 

• Jefferson,,.... 

• Eickapoo, .... 

• Liberty, 

» Stark, 

• Sterling, 

• Union, , 

• Viroqua, 

• Webster, 

• Whitestown,. 

• Wheatland,.. 



Total,. 



Walworth — 

Bloomfield, , 

Darien, 

Delayan, 

East Troy, 

Elkhorn, 

Geneva, 

Hudson, 

Lafayette, 

La Grange, 

Linn, 

Richmond,* 

Sharon, 

Spring Prairie, 
Sugar Creek, ... 

»f07> 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


94 


$41 86 


150 


66 00 


23 


10 12 


267 


117 4S 


46 


20 24 


111 


48 84 


48 


21 12 


377 


165 88 


1,116 


$491 04 


111 


48 84 


292 


128 48 


163 


71 72 


171 


75 24 


363 


159 72 


156 


68 20 


123 


54 12 


181 


79 64 


237 


104 28 


154 


67 76 


269 


118 96 


369 


162 36 


323 


142 12 


113 


49 72 


99 


43 36 


287 


104 28 


109 


47 96 


617 


271 48 


145 


63 80 


77 


33 88 


118 


51 92 


4,416 


$1, 943 04 


480 


$211 20 


594 


261 36 


893 


392 92 


666 


293 04 


380 


167 20 


964 


424 16 


549 


241 56 


458 


201 52 


491 


216 04 


459 


201 96 


409 


179 96 


676 


297 44 


450 


198 00 


464 


204 16 


458 


2ftl^^ 
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Counties and Towns. 



Walwobth — continued, 

Walworth, , 

Whitewater, 



Total,. 



Washington — 

Addison, 

Barton, 

Erin 

Farmington,... 
Germantown,. 

Hartford, 

Jackson, 

Kewaskum,... 

Polk, 

Richfield, 

Trenton, 

Wayne, 

West Bend, ... 



Total, 



Waukbsha — 

Brookfield, 

Delafield, 

Eagle, 

Genesee, 

Lisbon, 

Menomonee,... 

Merton, 

Mukwonago,.. 

Muskego, 

New Berlin,... 
Oconomowoc, 

Ottawa, 

Pewaukee, 

Summit, 

Vernon, 

Waukesha, ... 



Total,. 



Waupacca — 

Bear Creek, 

do extra for last year's error,. 

Caledonia, 

Dayton, 

Farmington, 

Helvetia, 

lola, c 

Larrabee, 

Lebanon, 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


543 


$238 92 


1,194 


525 36 


10, 128 


$4,466 32 






905 


$398 20 


469 


205 48 


766 


332 64 


709 


311 96 


1,097 


482 68 


1,026 


451 44 


768 


336 72 


482 


2^1 08 


1,111 


488 84 


903 


347 32 


764 


336 16 


737 


3ia 28 


635 


27J 40 


10, 855 


$4, 566 20 






888 


• 
• 

$3^8 72 


501 


2^ 44 


558 


245 52 


766 


33 i 60 
26, J 84 


611 


954 


4ft 76 
2^ 72 


663 


515 


226 60 


566 


2I4 64 


826 


36B 44 


851 


874 44 


469 


206 36 


622 


273 68 


453 


199 82 


432 


190 08 


1,821 


581 24 


10, 885 


$4, 767 40 




■ — 


57 


$25 08 


22 


11 00 


127 


55 88 


813 


187 72 


256 


112 64 


29 


12 76 


214 


94 16 


80 


18 20 


117 


61 48 



Conntiea and Towns. 


So. of 
Cbildren. 


meDt. 


Wabpaooa— eonim>«d. 


887 
101 

38 
401 
182 
296 
241 

42 
408 
470 
























































WArBBABA— 


358 
288 
186 
167 

61 
109 
S03 
231 
181 
181 
864 
148 
2S8 

48 
266 
184 
226 
804 


















36 84 














Mount Morris,™ 


78 64 












104 72 








112 64 


Springwater, - 


80 «S 












3._768 

284 
386 
4B4 
868 
686 
418 
888 
846 
2,487 
777 
298 
667 
469 
898 
424 
423 
94 














20i 16 












181 72 


SS^i^'v::::::;;::::::"::::::::::::::::"z:::::::::;::":":: 






152 24 












128 92 


Iffis;::::::::::::::::;;:;:;;;:::;:;::;::"::::""":::::"::::::::. 










176 12 








186 12 




41 86 








9,682 


K264 48 




- ~ 
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Counties and Towns. 



Wood— 

Centralia, 

Dexter, 

Grand Rapids 

Rudolph, , 

Saratoga,. 

Seneca, 

do extra for last year's error, 
Springfield, 

Total, 



766 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


188 


$58 62 


52 


22 88 


826 


143 44 


81 


85 64 


98 


40 92 


60 


22 00 


20 


10 00 


80 


18 20 



$336 60 
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Absence of Pupils from school, Note 2, 56 

Address to district electors, Notes,^ 6 

Apportionment of school fund income, 101, 125 

At^ndance of pupils at school, 86, 88 

Attendance of teachers upon examinations, 8 

Change of teachers, evils of, 28 

Claims of the Public Schools, 117 

Co-operation of parents and teachers necessary, 72 

Conntj Superintency, success of, 82 

Districts, small, objectionable, note 1, '. 58 

English Language, what studies must be taught in, 58 

Graded Schools, number of in the State, 86 

Honorary certificate to teachers, 84 

John B. Jilson, letter from, ^ 85 

Library of Bacine High School, Catalogue of. 95 

Limited Certificates, when to be granted, Note, .76, 82 

Morality, inculcation of in school 80 

Neatness, necessity of in school, ;.48, 49 

Normal Schools, 108 

Outbuildings for School Houses, Note, « 16 

Primary teachers, qualifications of. Note, 26 

Reports supplementary of County Superintendents: 

Brown, 4 

Buffalo, ; 6 

Calumet, 6 

Chippewa, 7 

Clark, 8 

Columbia, 9 

Crawford, 18 

Dane, First District, 15 

do Second District, 16 

Dodge, West District, 17 

Door, 19 

Dunn 20 

Eau Claire, 21 

Fond du Lac, 22 

Grant,.^ 25 

Green, 29 

Green Lake, 80 

Iowa, 82 

Jackson, 88 
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fieports snpplementary of County Superintendents— €on/mu«<i. 

Marathon 44 

Marquette,^ m— 46 

Milwaukee — First District, 40 

do Second do 47 

Monroe, •••• 60 

Oconto, 60 

Outagamie, , — •• ^1 

Ozaukee, ^ 62 

Pierce,^ 6S 

Racine, 64 

Richland, 67 

Rock, 60 

St. Croix, «2 

Sauk, 04 

Sheboygan, '» 66 

Trempealeau, 07 

Vernon, , 60 

Walworth, 70 

Washington, 72 

Waukesha, 74 

Waupacca, 70 

Waushara, 70 

Wood, 81 

ReporUi of City Superintendents : 

Portage City, 12 

Fond du Xiao, 24 

Kenosha, note, .88 

Milwaukee,^ 40 

Racine, 66 

Janesyille, 60 

Sheboygan,, • 00 

School exhibitions, how conducted, 08 

fiehool Fund, sources of, 07 

School Fund Income, apportionment of, 101, 125 

School Houses, number of, 08 

School visitation by parents, 47 

State Board of Education referred to, 46 

State Teachers' Association, 104 

Statistics, summary of,.. « 88 

do general, 146 

l!kxes for tJie support of schools, 02 

Teachers, aumber of, • 00 

Teaching and Educating, 78 

Teachers' Associations, how they should be conducted, 88 

Teachers' Association of Fond du Lac County, meeting of, 28, 24 

Teachers' Institutes, benefits of, note 2, 86 

Teachers' wages, 01 

Text Books, list of recommended, 102 

Township district system,'. .....86, 48, 66, 77, 111 

Travels, 95 

Unruly pupils, method of dealing with, note, 81 

Webster's Dictionary, distribution of, 06 

IHiispering in school, how to prevent it, 42 

Windows in school houses, placing of, 9 
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Ofpicb op Supbrintbndbnt op Public Ii^structioij, 

Madison, December 10, 1864. 

To Bis Excellency, Jambs T. LbwIs, 

Governor of ^iiconsin : 

Sjfiui — ^l.haye the honor, herewith to dubmit the Sixteenth Annual Be* 
port fitom this l)epartinent. '. - i. ■ 

I am very respectfully, 

"If our obedient servant, 

JNO. a. ]yio3IYNN, 
Superintendent of Public Instructionr 



AV. i\fi .■■". . « ; , . , v; 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



ITo the Le^ulature of Wtaconsin : 

Gbntlemen :-^In oomplianee with the requirements of law, the follow^ 
ing report is respectfully submitted, for the year ending August 31st, 1864. 

The law provides that the State Superintendent ''shall prepare in each 
year a report, to be submitted to the Legislature^ on or before the tenth 
day of December in each year, containing-— 

1. An abstrtict Of all the Common School reports received by him from 
Ihe several County Superintendents of Schpolsi 

2. A statement of the condition of the Common Schools of this State. 

3. EstimateiB and accounts of the ekpenditures of the- school moneys. 

4. Plans for the improvement. and management of the Common School 
xFund,- and for the better organization of the Common Schools. And — 

5k All such matters relating to his office, and the Common Schools of 
the State, ats he shall deem expedient to communicate.' ' 

The foUowitfjf summary of 'the reports received from County Superin- 
tendents for 1862-8 and 1863-4, wUl present the dubjeots of titlendancer 
taxes, teaehers, etc., in -au intelligible mann^ 
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The following towns are unreported this jtbot : 

Chamber's Island, Door County! • 

Liberty grove. Door County .....!... 

Eaton, Monroe County. 

McClelland, Wood County. 

Eau Galla, St. Croix County. 

Keports sent in, after the annual report from this office is published, are 
received upon affidavit that the delay was unavoidable, and such, reports 
are incorporated in the reports from towns or counties with jwhicj^ thej 
properly belong. It is the duty of all school officers receiving reports to ' 
acknowledge their reception by return mail, and if such acknowledgment 
is not promptly made, it is the duty of the officer sending the report to 
write to inquire if the report has been received. . 

School Chilpbbn. — The number is nearly 3 per cent, greater thjan last 
year. This is the least increase in per centage sinqe the State was prgan- 
ized. 

School Attendance — During the past year the atteibdance has fA)lQa:[ 
off. The per centage of 'attendance of number registered is 58^ ^ 

The following table showing the attendance since 1849, although not 
strictly reliable, may be of interest : 

;■:«■ 



m ■ 


f 




, ' ' 


Years. 


P^r o€n\ of 

Attendapoe. 


Yearfl. 


» 1 

Per cent, of ^ 
Attendance. 


1849 ctstiinated.... . 


■ ■ ' 44 . . . . 


1857 calculated 


.1 i . - .!.. 
60 


1860. . . .do.. . . .. r* • 


67 . 


1858. . . .do 


63 


1851 do 


■ 70 


1859 estimated 


65 '•" 


1852.... do ' 


71 


1860 calculated.... 


'■'■■ 67 ■ 


1858. . . .do ; . 


69 


1861. . . .do 


i .66 


1864 calcuhited 


66 


1862.... do 


■ . ■ .«4. 


1855 do 


65 


1868. . . .do 


•.. .:f : ^^ ' 


1856.... do..'... 

■-■1 ■ " ■ — r-rrr — ., :,.. . ..: 


64 


1864. . . .do 


•'. -68 v. 

• ' ■ • ' ■ « 
-, T.. 1 . •■■• 



There is a decriefase iti' attendance of number registered of '7' per beni. 
since last year. The per centiigo of attendance of tne whole number, enti* 
tied to school privileges is, fof this year, 83. • This is 11 per cent.- less' 
than last year This fact ought to attract the attention of all. It is weU 
to urge parejits to manifest greater interest in their schools, and to call 
upon all clabses of citizens to aid in securing a more general and regular 
attendance. It mfay be. best to enforce attendance by law, and to appor- 
tion the public money on the basis of actual attendance; but of this we 
may be certain, our schools will never do their legitimate worh until we 
improve the character and increase the qualifications of our teachers^ '. 

Teachers. — Of the 7,586 teachers employed during the past year, it is 
ascertained from data furnished in the special reports of County Superin- 
tendents, that th^ number holding certificates of different grades is as 
follows ; .... 



^ I 
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• 

Number holding limited third ficrade certificates,. 824 

. .do. .... do. . . .third grade .certificates, .- ', 6, 297 

. .do do. . . .second do .' 877 

..do do. . . .first do 127 



Total, 7,685 

f • ■ 

JSy, reference to tlie following sections of the school law relating to 
l!eaohers' Certificates, an idea of the attainments of the teachers pm- 
pl(\yed laay 1)0 attained : 

TSACHSES' CEKIIFIGATES. 

Sbc. 100. Every applicant for a situation as a Teacher in any of the 
Common Schools of this State, shall be examined by the County Superin- 
tendent of Schools of his county, in regard to moral character^ learning, 
and ability to teach, and, if found qualified, shall receive a certificate as 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec. lOL There are hereby established three -gractes of Teachers' Ccr^ 
tificates, to be ^nown as certificates of the first, second and third grade, 
respectively, as the case may be. Each certificate shall show the branches 
of study in which the holder has been examined, also the relative attain^ 
ment of the applicant in each. 

Sec. 102. Every applicant for a Certificate of the Third Grade, shall 
be examined in Orthoepy, Orthography, Heading, Penmanship, Intellectu- 
al and Written Arithmetic, Primary (Jrammiir an# Geography, and if found 
qualified, shall receive a Certificate which shall entitle, the holder to teach 
in the town for which he applies, and which shall be in force for one year 
from; the date thereof; and each County Superintendent may issue Third 
Grade Certificates for a less period than one year, and for a particular dis- 
trict, whenever he is satisfied that the applicant is qualified to teach in such 
district, and is not qualified to teach in every district of the town for 
which he is licensed. 

Sec. 103. Every applicant for a Ciertificate of the Second Grade, shall 
be examined in all the branches required for a Certificate of the Third 
Grade, and in Addition thereto, in Grammatical Analysis, Physiology, 
Physical Gei^graphy, ELemeatury Algebra^ United States History, and 
Theory and; Pr&otico of Teaching, and if found qualified, shall receive a 
Certificate which shall entitle, the holder to t each in any town in the coun- 
ty in which he is examined, and which shaU.be in force for one year from 
tbe date thereof. 

Sbc. 104. Every applicant for a Certificate of the First Grade, shall 
be eocamined in. all th^ branei^ in which applicants for Certificates oi the 
Heeondl and third i^ades are examined, and in addition thereto, in Higl^er 
Algebrav Natural Philosophy, aaid Geometry, and if. found qualified^, shall' 
receive a certificate which shall entitle the holder to teach in any town in the 
GQutity in which he is examined, and which shall be in force for two y^ftrs 
fuom the date thereof.. t 

The teachersTi^iiiploy^ m the eitieS) ni'ot under the supervision of the 
County Superintendents, are not examined by them, and the above figures 
may be very slightly changed, when they are included. 
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It appears that about 93 per cent of thoeie employed tfae past year were 
not examined in the History of the United States, nor in Hygiene or the 
Laws of Health, nor in Theory and Practice of Teaching. If any class 
of instructors needs to understand these branches, it would seem to be 
those who have charge of our country schools. It is probable that some of 
those teaching under a third grade certificate might obtain the second 
grade, but these certainly exhibit little professional pride, when they caa 
show no evidence, in their license to teach, that they possess any special / 
fitness for their vocation. 

Teachers' Wages. — The wages of teachers have been increased some- 
what during the past year, but not to correspond with the increased cost 
of living. There is an increase of 19 1-2 per cent, in the pay of male » 
teachers, and 15 1-2 per cent, in that of female teachers. 

School Taxes. — The whole amount of taxes received for school purpos- = 
es is 20 per cent, greater this year than last. If we include salaries of 
County Superintendents, at least $1,000,000 has been expended during 
the year in »upport of the Public Schools. 

Private Schools.— No reliable reports are received at thia office froi* ■ 
this class of schools. The number reported as attending them is far below 
the real number. 

Libraries. — Only enough is reported regarding these to show that noth- 
ing is done to improve them. The repeal of the law of 1869, providing for; 
District Libraries, and the transfer of the library fund to other fands^ 
probably render it useless to urge the wisdom and expediency of u^ngthifl; 
powerful agency to educate the youth hi the State. 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The following Circular was addressed to the County Superintendents' in 
August last by my predecessor : 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 

OfFICX of SUPEKUiTENDENT OF FUBUC INSTRUCTION, 

August 18, 1864." ':. 

Dear Sir: — It U desirable that a Specral Report from you be embodied in tbe Annudt' 
Report from this Department. This Special Report should' be very brief, and may em*' 
brace the follDwing subjects: 

1. School H€U8€8. — Number built daring the year .endkig Augi^st Sltt, 1864. Ii%o 
proyements in those previously built * . . ^ 

2. Graded Schools. — Their number and general character. Number of Districts ia 
which Graded Schools might be profitably establiaJied. • . ' 

8, Tec^cliers^ — Number holding certificates .t)f eadi grade. Number employed in 
same school as daring the previous year. Ntunber who haeve no other employment, ando 
are engaged in teaching during the year. Average age i^nd experience. ;-.;« 

4. PujAh. — General averfiige of punctual attendance. General Deportment. Nom- 
bep who are not properly supplied with books. 

6. Patrons. — General interest manifested. Nmtibep of visits to schools. 

6. Your views upon the Township DifltricH system of school management, aa pee»*r 
WiH^M^' in the ladt Annual Report from this Department, a copy of which has been re- 

'oeitlly wnt to you. ., 

7. Any suggestions you may see fit to make with refeirence to tbe wants of our' 
schools will be thankfully received.' ^ 
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^ N. J^^jlTpja vUlconfep a favor by seridiog.to thl^ plaice copies of your circulars, n9- 
ticep^iaod, ^}s6 of jour questions used in exauitiation.?. ' t trust also that Superintend* 
ents may exchange with each other, all papers connected ^xth their work. TMs will 
terfd to 'uniformity of work. ' • 

' Vety truly you ra,r i •.. 

! J. L. PICKARD, 

.,.•.. Superioteoclent Public Instruction. 

lii response to tlie foregoing, th^ fdllo^rtDg ha^ hftm received : 

ADAMS COUNTY. 

In this county severa] districts baye become disorganized during tbo 
past year, owing to tbe fact that many of tbe inhabitants have removed to . 
other localities ; the few remaining families have been set off into adjacent 
districts. » =. 

•Two school houses have been destroyed, by fire, one of which was a log- ; 
structure and tbie other a framed house. Upon the; site occupied by tbO' 
latter a hew fraine: bouse has been erected, which, though defective in some 
respect Si is much superior to the old one.; This, is the only house buiit. 
since the last annual report was made. The inhabitants of several other 
districts in which. new and niore commodio^^ Bchool bouses are needed .ftre 
deterred Irom.; building at present by the high ppce of building materials. 
Wherever I have found a district in which it wps. proposed to build a new 
bouse , I have placed in the hands of the building committee a copy of 
Barnard's School Architecture, thinking it would give^ them material assis- 
tance in planning and furnishing their house. 

Among the prominent defects in the internal arrangement of our school 
houses — to say nothing of the absence of maps and charts — are the in- 
sufficiency of black-board surface, and the. improper construction and ar- 
rangement of seats and desks In one School, numbering forty pupils, 
I.foiyidno blj^ck-]j)oaM at all; in eight or ten others, numbjsring from 
twenty to thirty scholars each, the black-board surface ranges froin nine 
to fourteen sq[uare feet, and these boards are frequently so lo6kted as to be 
entirely out of thfe reach of the smaller children. The facf is, our houses 
are so small and so * 'cluttered up" that there is not room for sufficient 
black-board. The seats and desks are generally too high, and in some 
oases, subject the children to much physical. discomfort. 

We have no properly graded schools in the county. The propriety of 
establishing one at Friendship, our county seat, has been suggested by 
some of the influential citizens. Such a school is certainly needed at that 
plac^e. 

During the year I have examined seventy-two applicants for teachers' 
certificates, and have granted two second grade, forty-four third grade, 
and a few local certificates. 

The attendance of pupils during the last winter*s schools was poor, on 
account of the severity qf the -weather and the depth of snow ; during the 
past summer the attendance has Ibeea quite, good. 

Patrons do not visit the schools as frequently as they should; in man^ 
cases the official visit made by the Superintendent has been the only one 
received by the school during an entire tenfe. 



z' 



ll:. 

Here let me Ftay that we very much need a siiperyisioii' of 'our- sehooler, 
more efficient tbati- can be ^x^rcised by tbe'Oounty Superintendent. If 
the Township District System' is adopted,* this ' want will be supplied^ atid» 
though I think that new and thinly 'settled bounties like Adams w6uld not 
derive so ^reat benefit froiu its adoption as woidd more densely populated 
sections, i am satified that, as a State, Wisconsin needs just such a syfl* 
tein, and I hope that our Legislature, at its nest' session, will be brought 
to action upon this subject. ' - . r 

Taking the reportB of the teachers for my data^ I: find that aboUt 12 peir. 
cent, of the pupils attending our public schools are not pr.operly supplied 
with books. This is an evil so obvious and of «o- great nkgnitud'e that I 
am encouraged to believe it will not long exist.' ' I«m gratified to say that 
improvement is bein^ made m this respect. 

The frequent bhange of teachers is' another evil which can hardly be 
overlooked, and which it will require time and much effort to. remedy. It 
occurs to me that, to secure perma[nence,«ome&oc:^ beside the teachers. and 
their pupils must be educated. I think that good teachers are somotiin'es 
discharged or permitted to resign because their employers do not know that 
they are gdod teachers, or because they ignore the truth that the remu- 
neration should be in proportion to the value of the services rendered. 

The only permanent private school in this county is Brunson Institute^ 
located at Point Bluff. It bas been instrumental in preparing many for 
successful labor in our public schools, and it is to be hoped that it will 
continue to exert the sslme beneficial influence. The opportunities afford- 
ed to its pupils, though not equal in all- respects to. those presented by - 
older institutions of similar character, are very creditable to a school of its 
age and amount of patronage; I am now- holding' a Teacher's. Institute in 
connection with this sohbol. ' It is attended by quite 'a nunlber who'desigia 
to teach during the approaching winter. Mr Fay, the former Superint 
ten dent of Adams county, is teaching in the northern part of the county 
and informs me that a number of teachers are there studying under his di- 
rection. ^ 

In conclusion I would say that our teachers manifest^*commendable de- 
sire to improve in knowledge and skill; and that much praise is due to 
tbe parents and school officers in some lodUities for the energy and inter- 
est they manifest in all matters pertaining to the interests of our public 
schools * ' 

J. C. YoouM, Cotmty Superintendent 

ASHLAND COUNTY. 

• ■ 

• ■ ■ ■ . : ■ ■ . ( 

(No Report. ) 

•; : . ' ,•■, 
BROWN COUNTY. 
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During the year I have visited nearly all the schools in this county 
twice, and taken notes ofinj observations of teachers, their manner of con- 
ducting schools, attendance of scholars, character of school houses, and 
other matters pertaining to the interests of sohbols. ' One great .obstacle to 
tbe effioieiKjy aud snMcess of our public schools in the country distriots \% 
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the freqnent obange of teaokers. The short period for which thej aregeor 
erally employed, fuid the uoeertainty of being retained iAdiuses muiy of 
the best and most competent to seek other and more steady employments, 
I haye endeavored to remedy this eyil bv impressii^g our school officers 
with the importance of sectoring good t^acWs &^d p^rsuuiently retaining 
them. 

The school houses in this county, I am sotry to say, are not of the first 
order. We have some Very good ones, others that would be comfortable 
only for the lack of room, and too many that are unfit to be called by that 
nime 

There is a lackiof maps, charts, and globes in some districts, while oth- 
ers are partially, and some more fully supplied with these necessary appur- 
tenances. 

^ Late and irregular attendance of - pupils are most grievous eviU. in oiir 
common schools, and tend n,ore to thwart the b^^t endeavors of teachers, 
than any other causes coming \mder my observation. 

Primary instruction is, in some instances, too much neglected, the teaob« 
er as well as the pupil, in many instances, wishes to advance with too much 
haste, and before the scholar has attained a full understanding of the pri« 
mary branches. The importance of visitation by school officer^ and pat* 
rons cannot be over estimated; such visits seem to endow both.teaober and 
pupils with new life and vigor. This matter, I regret to ^ay, is sadly neg- 
lected. 

We have in the city of G-reen Bay three schools^ in which are employ^ 
seven teachers, who have had experience in teaching, as follows : One 32 
years, one 10 years, one 5 years, and the 'others ranging from one to three 
years respectively. There are only two schools in this county having two 
dspartments. One in Green Bay and one in Depere. They are ably con« 
ducted by competent and experienced teachers, and contrasting their con- 
dition for the last year with former years, there is a very decided improve- 
ment in the general attendance of pupils, school discipline and mode of in- 
struction. ^ 

£. Hios;a, County Superintendent. 

BUFFALO COUNTY. 
(No Report. ) 

CALUMET COUNMY. 
(No Report.) 

CLARK COUNTY.) .. 
(No Report.) 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY. 



f'.. 



Tkis country has made no improvements in building school houses during 
lihe year. The seats and desks in some have been improved, and oth^a. 
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need nnprorement of tiie same 'kind. About half of oar diBtriots are pro- 
vided with substantial, well conatruoted school houses. Two hate none, 
and the remainder are yet using the buildings erected before the settlers 
were really prepared to Duild thenk Ten of our schools have so small and 
scattered a population that but one term is kept during the year. 

The school in Chippewa Falls i^ divided into three departments ; the in- 
creasing number of scholars wiU soon require a fourth department. 

The character of our schools has iinproveh materially during the past 
year. We need a few more competent teachers. For the want of them, 
aome schools have been, under the care of inexperienced teachers, hardly 
qualified to properly discharge the duties of the position. Schools for the 
winter, so far as teachers have been employed, are supplied with those bet- 
ter qualified than at any time previous. 

Examinations have generally been well attended, and teachers have ren- 
dered much assistance to increase the interest, and the standard of qualifi- 
cation has been advanced. Several of our teachers have made successful 
e£forts for improvement by attending classes for reviewing, during vacation 
of their schools. 

Parents do not feel that interest which the good of the school requires. 
The schools in a few districts are viaited by parents, who render much en- 
couragement and assistance to the teachers, but the majority think their 
duty is done when the teacher is hired, and appear to make no further ef« 
fort. I find, as a general thing, that the wide awake, faithful teacher inter- 
ests the parents, and if the parents feel an interest in the school the chil- 
dren are sure to be interested. 

The future is encouraging ; our schools are young, but have improved 
rapidly since their organization, teachers are becoming more numerous and 
better qualified. . Parents are showing more interest in the welfare of 
schools, and I think all the auxilaries for the improvement of schools will 
be increased. 

R. Palmar, Svpt. of Schools, 

COLUMBIA COTINTY. 

I.~£XAMINAT10K OF TEAOUEBS. 

I have endeavored during the past year to carry out both the letter and 
spirit of the 'law, in this departsient of my duty, as a school officer.' For 
this purpose, examinations have been so conducted as not merely to test 
the present •qualifioations of teach^v but also to lead them onwai;d to a 
fuller and more complete preparation for the important work which they 
have undertak-en ^ 

The county has beev^ divided into seven inspection districts. At least 
two general meetings (spring and fall) have been held in each ^iMriot. — 
The number of meetings to i)e attended,. the amount of labor connected 
therewith, and other eiTcamstanoes» have seemed to render it neccissary that 
each Meeting shecflld beiiitfitedto two days, and in some instances the pub- 
lic exercises have been eompreased within the limits of a single i^y. 

In a considdrablo number ptf i^§t;&nces where sickness or absence has 
seemed to render it necessary, applfi^ants for license as teachers, have been 
'i(tU)Wed separate etaminationsi ' it is .believed iWi xJw^ \ftXKi««iva^^ ^>» 
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iK^liocls iteqiik^ tluit this claius of casea sbOuld be reduced to the lowest pos* 
«ible iimib^ .".■ •■'?..• 

II.-^8CH00L YISItATION. 

1. Aftei: an examination of. tbe school, (usnally by witnessing its regular 
ordinary operation, ) and addressing the scholars in a familiar manner, on 
some subject connected with their studies, I have endeavored in a full and 
free cbnsjultation; with the J^acher, to malie such suggestions with regard to 
the modi^;s of giyipgdnstTactipn, nlanagenient of biasses and government of 
tte«cho6l^ as. the cijreumsfcanc'es in each varying 6aSe paight. rerjuire. 

2. It being a'leadinfi; object in visiting the Several districts, to awaken 
the diptrict officers anf patrons of Schools, to united und practical effoh^ 
for the imprbvemertt of their schools, I have. Where practicable, sought 
personal interviews on this subject. When a satisfactory interview could 
not readily be obtained, a letter.like the following has been addressed to the 
district board: 

■ ■ 

Gentlemen — In the discharge of that nart of my official duty, which re- 
quires me to act as an inspector of schools, I have again' visited the school 
in your district. As far as it seemed necessary to do so, I have counseled 
the teacher in regard to the instruction and mahagement'of the school. 

To you as the chosen representatives 6f the district, I wish noW to offer 
a few suggestions, and I trust they will be received in the dame spirit in 
which they are offered* a sincere desire to improve the school, and render 
it an educational institution, suited to develop the. children- into healthy, 
decent, upright and intelligent men and women. ' " 

Your attention is invited to the subject disctissed at pages 66, 106 and 
1Q7 of the school code. . : ' . . 

Your careful consideration of your duties as schopl visitors (see Sec. 64 
of code) is also invited. The Value of tbe encouTagethent 'afforded by 
your presence, both to pupil and teacher, can hardly lie oVer7rated. 

As 6ohool examiners, we observe, among other things^- 

1st. The order and general deportment of the scholars. 

2d. Irregularity of attendance, or . absenteeism of a portion of the 
Bcholars. 

3d. ^^^ether a uniform series of text books is used. 

4th. Whether any of the scholars lack text books in branches which 
they ought to study. .... 

5th. The temperature, ventilation and .general Qop&fori . of the sohool 
Yoom. .1, 

7th The eontiguity of the school* house to the stjreet or other disturb* 
ing influence. i i . 

7th. The inconvenient, arrangement of seats and desks. ' 

8th. The height, width and inclination of seats^ompared to the wants of 
flcholars. . ) . . ! 

9th. The great need of more good blaok-board 8ux&i9e» 

10th. The lack of outline maps and suitable charts. 

11th. The imperfectness of the out-door Appendages, and its effect on 
the health, morals and decency of young persons. 

. *. ' in. — SCHOOL HOTTSBS. 

S§V0B:intw watiool kouses have recently been ejpecte^ |n ;.this cou&t/^ 
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Others have been ranqy^tpd, .fi9|i|s,to/|'qtterj /subserve. t)i(e purpose of school 
houses. 

Last je9,T when the Code was sent; me for distrijl>utioa, I prepared an 
ar|)iule on the subject of schjool. houses^ to>iching the. following subjects t^-* 
1. Looatioc: 2- Siae. .; .3 ]S^ht. :^. .Underpinning 5- Windows. '6. 
Ventilation, 7. Space if oy, pli^ssi J^f/^fC|ge s. ,$. Bla(ikj-t)oar^^ 9. Teacher's 
Table. 10 Seats. 11.. .DqsI^Pj.. , 12a, l({);the|:. Furniture, 13. Apparatus. 
14. The School House a. Dwelling/ 

This was printed on a leaf of .» h}Z% to correspond with the Co^e,, qnd 
inserted at pages lOQ and 107. 

• This article is. of a ^tr^tly practical kind. SUes J^i.^ig'hts, and incli- 
nations of seats, desks^ &c.i are given in figures; diinensiq.np'£|,ndl6catik)ii 
of blaok-boards> and the arrangement of the room so/ as. to make tBem ao- 
oessible- and useful; thp removal of the awkward pulpits . (mits-nanie^ 
teacher' B desks ) found in most of our j^chool-rooms, and the useless pTat- 
forius on which they standi and the .sulb^titution oi^,^ .usable, movable 
table^ on- a level flo(ft: ; these subjects receive prominent attention. 

I have made special visit a, to .such .dist^ri^cts as bave contemplp.ted erecting 
new houses for the purpose of ..coqsujtiug with building committees, and 
lajing before them such improvements as have come under my observation. 

IV. — ATTHNDAWCB AND PBOaBESS OF PUPILS. 

The attendance of pupils has been more tegular during the past year 
than heretofore', and the progress of the schools generally has been very 
encouraging. Teachers have generally been very ready to adopt improved 
inodes of teaching. ' . '* . • '• 

A serious drawback to our progress is, that our best teachers are'floon 
drawn to other avocation?; ftrid w6 lose their services in the educational 
field. ; ' ' ' 

y;— tGraded schools . 

Have bepn establislied in Columbus, Lbdi, Kilbourrt City, Fall Rfver, Wy- 
ocena, Pardeeville, ' Cambria and Poynjefle. Iii Otsego, although the num- 
ber of scholars is less than in either of the other places named, a similar 
arrangement will probaUv soon be inade. In Lcdi a consolidation of dis- 
tricts has been accpraplished dui;ing the present year for this purpose. 

The^e schools are all tnder the care of district boards organized in the 
ordinary manner. Several of them are supplied With sets of Maps and 
Charts, and some of them with a feW articles of apparatus. 

Tbe teachers are comparatively efficient and skillfdl'. '. 'Although we se- 
riously fe^l the need of the Influence of a good Norihal School, I think 
that our. village schools dp not usually feel that need 'so much as those in 
■the country; the best teachers being selected for the villageia.* ''"' 

p. "W. RoshiTKEANS, County SapeHntcndeht. 

' CKAWFORD COUNTY. 

■ • ■ ■ • . "■ ; • . • / • . • . ■ . . 

(n6 BBPaBT.) 

■ '■ I \ . • . ■ • •' ' ■ I 

*KoTK. -^Superintendent RpsenkranS entifqly dissents frotot the generilly e^^^Hsised 
views of other Superintendents in fkV(n* of the TowDSbijy sydtdm. The lengtb.bf hit 
Urtiole on the subject presents its publioatioB in this re^ott^^lvXuri^M ^^^awa^^^^^^ 
published in the Journal of Edueation* 
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DANE COXINTT— (FrasT ©istriot.) 

In tliis half of Dane Gonnty there are one hundred and nineteen school 
honses. Two have heen built during the yeaij. Some of these are very 
fine structures, while others are miserable specimens^ destitute of either 
taste, convenience or comfort. Many large ataid coiltly houses are so badly 
arranged and seated, as to be ttlmotrt entirely unfit for school purposes. It 
. is surprising that in most instances the schoolroom is constructed appa- 
rently with no intelligent idea bf the purpose which it is to serve. Seats 
and desks out of all proportion to the size of children who are to occupy 
them ; arrangement such as to afford no facilities for maneuvering classCT ; 
' black board so small or so Eiituated that it is useless for general, or even 
class exercise ; and no means (or ventilation or equalizing temperature. 
Indeed the experience of the pa'st year has led me to conclude that little 
or no regard is generally paid to the important fact that the school-room 
with its surroundings is a most powerful educating agency. It is general- 
ly admitted that the proper temperature of a room, in winter, for tiealth 
and comfort, is about 65 degrees.. Yet in some of the school-rooms visited 
last winter, the temperature was as high as 90 degrees. Nor was the teach- 
er altogether to blame for this ; for perhaps, even then, in some parts of 
the house it was no more than comfortably warm. Seventy-five school 
houses are without outbuildings. And in two instances, school houses sit- 
uated in the centre of large villages are without these necessary appenda- 
ges 1 Comment upon this state of things is unnecessary. 

I visited every school house, in which a school was taught, during the 

. . summer, except one, a shanty, built this summer, and the existence of 
which I did not know at the time the school was in progress. In a few 
instances the schools were not in session, owing to some local causes, at 
the time of visitation. Such schools I of course failed to see. One hun- 
dred and nine schools have been in session during the summer. In the 
village of Stoughton they have a large graded school. Efforts are also be- 
.ing made in the villages of Sun Prairie and Marshall, to erect suitable 
buildings for schools with departments. Most of those engaged in teach- 
ing during the summer had had previous experieoce, and a goodly 

.^number were teaching the same school that they had previously taught. 

: . As a general thing the interest and efficiency of teachers in their, work 
seem to be increasing. Indeed,, if parents and patrons manifested as much 
interest as teachers do in the work of education, the successful'and almost 

Serfect operation of our commpn school system would bo placed beyond 
oubt or criticism. Of th^ one hundred and nine schools m session the 
past summer only thirty-four were visited by the district board ; nineteen 
were visited only once ; and. piily two were visited more than t^ce. One 
of the greatest obstacles to the success of our schools is the fact that pa- 
rents generally know little^abou^t the school except from the representations 
of their children. In fact* very few people really know what a successful 
BQhool is. If parents would freqiiently. visit the school, and thus realize 
-with what the teacher has to contend, they would learn to sympathize with 
..:>r.hioh and be led to. C)nf ourage him iu his patieo^t toil for the good of their 
- ^ dhildren. Scholars wai^d.abo be encouraged to faithfulness. The little 
' ' pdHy jetdouBieB and diffioulties/ among scholars, would never sw^Jl io such 
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gigantio propottipns^as t)iey often do, resiilting in the idUmi«igjs^l of tlie 
teacher and the general^cleniprafiiattpn of tiii school. 

At the public examination lasi spring 154 aipplicajits presentee! th^m^ 
'«eTves. Of thi'sinuthber 168 ^ifere ffSfanted third' gtkide 6ertificates. , .'No 
higher grade certiioalefl were granted. A few privkie ' examinations weife 
givenv 

A, Bv PbbntiC£> County SnperinttndenU 

DANE' OOUNTr— (Second BifliTRiCT.) 

. During the year 1864 I have- e)camioed 209 candidaten, granting certifi*' 
t5ates as follows : 

, Limited, V .w...v ..,..,. .y»v .f ..;... <^; > . ..*»r • -^^ v^?i ' 

Twenty-nine of these. certificate* were liniited> because they wer^ grant- 
ed Vi^0TLpr.>J3ata cxajaination subsequerrt. to the public examinations^ and 
not because the holders of them Were deficient in qualifications. The teach- 
ers are steadily improvm gin Orthography; 'ReadiTiganid Mental Arithmetic. 
Th^ise. braiWfeeJfe '*r^ h^t*-ifily' better ttnderBtobdy but died rtuoh* better 
taught than formerly. In many places t*here iS'Cdtisi^ferabl^iimprovetdent 
In Geography^ but the great deficiency of V teachers' helps^'^ retards pro- 
gress in i;his direction 

When our teachers are furnished with necessary tools to work with ; 
when our reported 6/«rcr^-6 oarers shall- have grown to proper si2fe> and shall 
• ha/e come down within the reach of pupils ; when our school rooms shall 
^contain "maps aM globes'— iri that ** good time cominc: "which Superinten- 
dents. and Teachfi^s. .are. t^^orking for*. doubtless the advancement in this 
branch will be as rapid- and noticeable -as in the others. Attention is paid 
to map-drawing in many of our schools. The least improvement notitsad is 
in WriftiBri Arlthni^tio^ oWirig' doubtless td'thdfact that this' class of both 
teachers and. scholars. who jnade .tJiia branch a . specialty' are not now in the 

iSOuOOxSk' ' a ■ . J .. ■ i': 

Owing to the severity cf the winter only eighty-five schoolis , were visil- 

"ecl! ' These, with *a few marked exception's, were in a prosperous condition* 

The Summer schools were found better attended than before,., still "our 

.' I.I*,/.- i 

observation and our reports show a Wonderful degree of c^elessness or 
bliiidnesis in.thi^.rqspept^.. .. Pg-i^^nts. ate.. ngt, properly, aiding tneir children 
to form habits . of pcom.ptness . and • devotioihr to- buiBia^Ss,^ When, ftir light 
"causes- they permit them -to be absent -from th^ir places in the school-room. 
Irregular attendance is the great bane of our schools. Next ^o this, is the 
tnultiplicity of classes^diieto neglect oh the pari of School Boards to de- 
•cide what senes of books shaU be use^ . -, ;^ 

I am. happy. to. state,, that, tha number of' school visitors, and school vis- 
its, aa shown- by tl>e registers^ has -Wgely "inateased during the past year. 

Several School DisfcriTrts- determined at the annual meeting of' l8G3 to 
fijpiect new and fine school buildings. Owing to the scarcity; ^^.jlabor, few, 
if any, of these were completed during the year. Considerable has been 
, *^jie in: ^itQ line- of TeteMshing and- reMirijiff^ 
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On the wtole, thougfi. our progresB is p^ow, tarn sure we are progtetiBiiig4 
We.have fewer utterly wortKIess' schools and none whose moral influence is 
decidedly bad ; while the many ^ are doing fax iwork, and some are worthy 
, of high commendation. . S. L. Hookeb, 

Co. Superintendent* 

DODGE COUNTY. 
(Fibs J Distbxgt — No Bbpobt.) 

DODGE COUNTY.— (Second Distbict.) 

I embrace in this report a period of ten months, commencing on the 1^^ 
of last January,. the time when I entered upon the duties of my office^ 
During these ten months, I have traveled, in the discharge of efficia 
business within my district, 1,268 miles. 

Number of Yisits to Sohools during Winter Term < 42 

" " *• ^* StimmerTerm ....*-..^. 79 

Making in all 121 

beiiides visiting some twelve districts in which ther« were no Summer 
School or in wbioh they had closed. < 

At the Spring Examinations there were. .«'. . .«....;.. 184 

For. Private Examination «■..«..«« r. .. ^ . . 8 



«BidM 



Whole Number 192 

Certificates Granted — 1st Grade « . 3 

" ** 2d Grade 10 

" " 3d Grade :.. /. 117 

Limited Certificates. ..« <...^.... 16 

i{, ■ 

Whole Number , ^ ^ . 146» 

Number who failed • w..<. 4^ 

The average age of the Candidates 19^ y^r^ 

' Number of Males ^ v ,16 • 

Number of Females 176 

Fall Examinations 

Candidates-rHales. . . . i , 88 

" Females. .,,., ...^.... 89 

Private ExammatioiMH-Males i « . 2 

Females , 2 

' • i - ■ 

Whole l^jomber :...... 126 

Certificates granted — 1st Grade. 1 

' 2d *^ 5 

3d " .,... 83 

Limited Qertificates. ....,..,...,,. 5 

Total...... ..i.'... "H 

■"■,■'■■'■ .•....,• '.., • • . 

xi um oer wno laueu •••••.•.•*■••••.•,. .a*^ <••••<•••• •,■ • • «,. • ^.^ • • >i ■ «• ^ •- fc • w f * . , , o^ 
JLverage age of those receiving CertificateSr . . ... • • .. r.^.^ . «. .... . . . Atl'Syn 



Whole Kumber Examined— ^lUleSi' i .' 66 

FemalcB 262 

ToUl , 818 

Number of Certificates graiited. ... ^ 240. 

Number who failed J '...-...' 78 

Sixteen of those who reoeiyed third grade certificates at the Spring Ex- 
aminations came into the Fall Examinations apd are thus reckoned twice in 
the above statement. The, .disppsition whicm^rings our teachers out to 
every examination, even though:, it is not dudnanded to qualify 'them to 
teach, I consider commendable. The figure^, which I have given will show 
that the great majority of our teachers ija. winter, as well as in summer, 
are ladies. The war calling off large numbers jpf our male teachers, has 
effected a great change in this respect. Four, ycats ago very few of our 
winter schools were taught by females, Qn ti^e whole^ I do not regret the 
change. I cannot but hope that the effect will be beneficial to the inter- 
ests of our schools. It tends to break up the changeable, the regular turn 
about policy hitherto pursued ; a male teacher for the winter term, 
and then a female for the summer, and thus, almost inevitably, a new 
teacher for every term. A large majority of our districts must now, from 
necessity, employ female teachers for both terms — and the way is fairly 
open for them to employ the same one by the year. ..When our ladies are 

Qualified for this it will be a nreat improvement upon the old system. And 
am cheered in my work by tne evidences I find that they are qualifying 
themselves to enter this wide and effectual door of usefulness which the 
war has opened before tbem. My acquaintance. :)ifjlth them at my exami- 
nations and in the schoolroom has elevated them as a class very much in 
my esteem as educators of our youth. We have a large number, and it is 
increasing quite rapidly, who make teialchinff a profession, and who are 
qualified to take cbargp of schools during the winter term. The great 
law, of demand and supply is working admirably. The only counteracting 
influence is the disposition in our District Boards, which is too prevalent, 
to keep down the wages, especially of females, to the lowest point, ^nd 
make them '^bou-d around" at that. Our young ladies who *'are apllto 
teach,' ought to be encouraged; yea, stimulated to theliighest standard 
of qualifications for the responsible, noble work to which many of them 
aust now devote themselves as a regular profession. 

QRIDED SOHOOLS. 

There are, not including the city of Beaver Dam, six schools with two 
t)r more departments, but in a majority of these the system of gradation 
is quite imperfect. There are at least three • districts in which graded 
schools might be introduced with great profit. But, as this would, at the 
commencement demand an extra outlay for the necesliary rooms, a large 
number of children 6f all ases and attainments are herded together in one 
Toom, and in one case under two teachers who are compelled to eonduct 
recitations in different parts of the same room, producing a most 'vivid .im- 
;]vression of what the poet meant by 

^ Gonfusion worse confovudftd." 



SCHOOL HOUflKfl. 



Much less than ttie average amount has been expended during the year in 
building and repairing school houses. Two have been built. One in a new 
district, and wnere logs were plenty'; of course it must be of logs. The 
other. a very neat house, with a wood-shed and other improvements. The 
old one was burnt last vfinter. "If such is the result of fires a friend of 
education cannot but pray t]i$t therq may soon be a general oonilagtiation 
of air the old, uncomfortaBJ^, dirty, rotten, pioneer school houses, a large 
ntunber of which are still found ib thi|^ district. 

A lai'ge ci^taTogue of evils, .which our iscliools are heir to, shight be re- 
ported. But these Jire jgradu^lly' being removed. Th^ire is, on the whole, 
"^^ slow but steady progress. ''JThe' fountain of influence, in regard to our 
"'common school systeiuis with the parents and patrons ; as is the district, 
'iBo almost upiformi';}^. ii. the district board, the school house, the teacher, 
the school. •, ■' ^ * 

H. M. FiiRMALBE, Cbunty Supe'^^endent. 
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. DOUGLAS COUNTY. 
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This cotnty has i^ow been under organization just ten years ; the most 
remote from the geo^aphical and political centre of the State, unconnect- 
ed fey any roads or diher means of conrmutiicatioti within the limits of our 
territory, nor the recipient 6f any State munificence, except through the 
' ' (Common school systeiti, it has grown and advanced in social and commer- 
cial injpprtance quite' equal to other rural and frontier counties, 
riti 1850, what is now organized as Ashland, I>ouglas and La Pointe 
: 'co'tintleiB, was'reiturned in the census at, 489 of population ; in I860 the 
■ teturns gave^ Aiftiland 5l8, La Pointe 858, and Douglas 828. 
^ Durihg the' last four years the population of tbis^ cDunty has increased 

* "about teh'jJei* ceJit.. and may now b^set down at nine hundred, Huoh of 

tills inclriea"d6 is clue to the employees on the copper mining works ; these 
localities being as yet 'from four to ten or twenty miles fron/ each other, 
and too few at each for a school, the children of the employees, to obtain 
instruction, have to avail themselves of the town schools. As they are all 
within the district organizations of the county, the above facilities for ed- 

• ucation are' legitimately! enjoyed, though at no inconsiderable expense to 
the parents and guardians. Et^rly steps, however, should be taken, ,to.dis' 

; iisemin^tia th& school system aknong the mines, to secure in the outlet the 

'i benefits of the Slate's 'bounty- among the children* in the mining districts. 

' ' r . In view t)f the above populations of Ashland, La Pointe and Douglas 

oc'eoiinties ; allowing to ihs twp farmer j as great increase since 1860^.to the 

^')j]atter«^whieh is not too httl^— -the foUpwing statements reported forxpc^qrd, 

-nifvlzf Ashland £pop 1863, 560]^ children 272, La Pointe [pop. 894], 

children 133, ai^d Douglas [pop. 900], children 103, give rise to th^^fin* 

quiry, of to what is the marked discrepancy due? In one of the eountie» 
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(two hundred and seven ty-tw6-fiVe hundred sixtieths) nearly fifty .pet cent', 
of the population are returned as children between four and'tWenty j^ears 
• of age; in another (one hundred and thirty-threo-tliree Httiidred jand ninor 
^y-fourths) or thirty-three and a third per cent, fts childreri, while the lart' 
(one hundred and three-nine hundreths) teturris but c7^i;en pet 'cent, ofpu- 
pil age It may not be denied that the above are correct returns, but it .' 
may at the same time be believed that the parents of the children— in pat- 
cess — are maintaining their tribal relations, and the children are unS^.' 
teachers employed and paid by the United States Indiaii Department. 

The school houses of Douglas county arc quite inadequate to the de , 
mand. The first District in Superior had. ample groiin^g bestowed upon- it 
by the early proprietors. Two houses were erpcted m 1855 and 6, one of. 
which, too remote from a sufficient numW of children, has been in disuse 
for two or three years; the other has been enlarged,, tte grounds fenced, 
and rendered pleasant and inviting, ^d convjBniently. seats fifty-two ad- 
vanced and thirty primary pupils. The second District, has a pleasantly . 
located house, well finished and painted, having seats for thirty pupils. 

The schools have not been graded under the presOrjiDed system. The 
time has come, however, when the system should be entered upon. 

There are one male and five female teachers in this county w]io have at- 
tended the public examinations and received certifiieates to teach third., 
grade schools The first, and four of the latter, have successfully taught, 
school elsewhere and here. We have the teachers for all three grades, 
fully qualified. 

The tabulated report accompanying this, palpably shows a great Want of 
interest in the schools. Out of one hundred and seventy-eight children 
between four and twenty years of age, but one hundred and forty-five 
names appear on the rolls of the teachers: In the First District, contain- 
ing one hundred and thirty-six children, two hundred and thirty-six days 
of school were kept, and only 9,913 days', of attendance ; allowing a tru- 
ancy of ten per cent., the attendance would have been oyer 28,000; but 
hfefe we have an attendance of thirty-five pet cent., or a fractiott over one 
child in three at school The Second Disi-rict . priesent's. ti better report.. 
One hundred and seventy-nine days of school. were kept'fot forty-two chil- 
dren, which ought to give an attendance of 6','T.OO aft^r a deduction of ten 
per cent, absentees ; but the actual attendance was 3i462 only; or but 
little over one-half the amount due. Are the parents and guardians iih- 
portuned ou this subject ? They with too much truth reprehend the^ 
authorities for not providing the necessary school t6bni. The first Dis 
t'rict house seats eighty-two pupils, and yet 236 days of sdhobl should give: 
even 19,000 attendance, nearly double the actual amoutat ; and the second*^ 
District house has seats for tfftrty pupils, and 179 days bfschool were open, 
giving facility for over five thousand days attendance, against 3,462 ^ays 
enjoyed. 

The truth is, the juvenile, population has s^ellied updA our hands, befoi^' 
Wid realized it ; the facilities for bbtaining bookis are nbt^he best, and'th^ 
adult population tave not .awakened to the responsibility imposed upon* 
them. It is, however, hbped' that 'dtf the cotning annual meetings the suW 
jpet 'will receive due attention. ' "' ' ''" ' "' 

The State authorities hafve ttde^^i^d.i system for common schools whisk 
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only wants, at least in this locality, a more active administrative poliov. 
If laudable pride to foster and carry out the policy or system manifestly 
doea not exist, some power of supervision, mild and enticing in its exer- 
tion, should be, if not already, inaugurated and brought to bear to reiider A 
the system effective'. The. State, possessing a mineral interest, second 
only to Michigan, in her Lake Superior counties, will take pride in second- 
ing these frontier counties in developing their resources, and it is not to be 
doubted that material aid and encouragement will be extended towards the 
Lake and Bay shore towns, Ashland, La Pointe, Bayfield and Superior, 
should they at once. enter upon a vigorous plan to improve their common 
schoolfif and establish first grade departments. These towns, enjoying pre- 
eminently a healthful, invigorating climatfe, have much to gain by erecting 
attractive school houses pf atnple dimensions, surrounded by well appoint- 
ed pleasure grounds, shaded by thB rich evergreens of the primeval forests, 
watered by the mountain rills or laved by the pure waves of the lake. 
Schools thus provided will command the services of the best of teachers, 
become the pride of the State, an honor to the towns possessing them, and 
entice parents and pupils from the sultry regions to come and at onco ex- 
perience the benefits of climate and acquire education, restore health and 
enjoy pleasure. 

" Li conclusion, it is respectfully submitted that the State Superintendent 
endeavor to visit these frontier counties at his earliest convenience, and 
stimulate the people to improve, if not to excel, in educational enterprise. 

Thos. Clark, County Superintendent, 

DUNN COUNTY. 
(no report.) 

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY. 

Not having had the charge of the schools the past year, I cannot sp^ak 
with that definiteness respecting their condition that I otherwise might. 
There are some things which I deem it of importance to communicatQ. 

1st. There is a decided lack of qualified teachers in this section of the 
State, and I am obliged to license those who are not qualified Probably 
some advance has been made in the condition of the schools in general. A 
very decided advance has been made in the erection of a house for a grad- 
ed school, upon the east side of the river; one which does honor to the 
place and those more particularly engaged in the enterprise. It is calcu-. 
I^ted, when completed, for five or six departments. The school has recently 
opened with flattering prospects. The accommodations in that part of the 
town, or rather that town, have previously been very insuiBcient. 

Upon the west side, where I am teaching, the school has its usual inter-, 
e#t, and is making commendable progress. 

.There is a very cpmmendal^le. zeal and, liberality, for so new a country, in 
tjbiB eounty. Only 7 years since, a school was first established in this val- 
Ij^j.of the Chippewa, and that in the rudest kind of a bi;ilding. It is a de- 
cidedly loyal county, and has done nobly in filling its quota for the army. 

d'^'-y. . ■■■ A* Ku>Mb, County Superintendent. 
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FOND DU LAC COUNTY. 

The architecture of a part of the school buildings of this county will 
compare farorably with tnat of similar- sections of the State, but it is far 
below what it ought to be. * Much labor has been expended in lectures and 
special visitations in needy localities, to secure new buildings and required 
coanges in the internal arrangement of old ones, and with some success. 

Twelve new school buildings have been erected in this county during the 
past year. In most of these a decided^ advance has been made in architec- 
tural design. A few have been constructed with little reference to taste, 
comfort and convenience ; while one has been added to the twenty-one log, 
buildings previously existing. 

Much remains to be done in the erection of new .buildings, and in remod- 
eling old ones, by cutting down seats, removing clumsy desks, high platforms 
and pqlpits, and in the introduction of a generous amount of black wall, 
clocks, maps, charts, recitation and other seats, all arranged for effective 
service. 

Extensive plans and specifications for the construction of school rooms 
(including size and preparation of seats, black-boards, desks, aisles,; &;c.) 
arranged with special reference to the comfort of the children and the con 
venience of the teacher, have been prepared at much cost of labor by the 
Superintendent and are kept for the use of the schools of the county. 

This county has only two graded schools. Four schools have a Gram- 
naar and Primary Department. Four localities exist where Graded Schools 
might be profitably established. But the tendency, owing to lack of ap- 
preciation, or knowledge of th^ advantages to be derived from consolida- 
tion, is in the direction of division instead of centralization. 

In matters of this kind even ^ large majority may be in the wrong. 

As no records of any kind came into my hands at the comiLencement of the 
calendar year, I cannot give the exact number of certificates n(»w existing. 
One hundred and ninety seven teachers hsive been approbated by me — 3 re- 
ceiving First Grade, 13 Second Grade, and 181 Third Grade Certificates — 
79 have been rejected. 

With few exceptions the schools in this county chcmge teachers each 
successive term, and the schools plainly show the evil results of this cus- 
tom 

The teachers, as a class, ^haVe been laborious and faithful. They have 
commanded my respect and confidence, wbil6 they, laboring in the midst of 
discouragements, have often enlisted my deepest sympathies. Their at- 
tainments have not reached a standard which ought to be reached; but 
tTiey have tried to do their work faithfully and well. We have some su** 
perior teachers, but by far the greatei* number are sadly deficient in the 
oest modes of teaching^ and lack thoroughness in conducting scliool exer^. 
cises, especially recitation, A good Normal School, expressly desfgned 
for the training of teachers, is greatly i^eeded in this county. 

In the disttiets where the largest percentage of -the children attend 
school,' the attendance is most f egulair and most punciual. In one towiK 
flhlp nearly 96 per cent, of the childijett attend' the Public Schools. Li 
another less than 6 per cent of the children are in the Public Schools. A 
part of the localities of foreign populatioti, espeaiaiiy German^ very uhh 
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wisely as it seems to me, withhold their chilaren from English scBooIs, 




ley .... 

Their love for their vernacular is commendable, ^nd jet it is plaip that the 
O-ermah schools thus patronized ar^e a great detriment to the Public Schools* 
They ought to retain their language, since a man who can. speak two lan- 
guages is worth two men ; but the interests of th^ State deniand a law 
requiring the presence of all children under a certain age .in the Public 
School, until they shall have mastered thu rudiments "of an' English educa- 
tion. 

Few persons, either officers or parents, visit the schools' Mahy teach- 
ers get discouraged because they are never cheered* by the faces of those 
for whose children they labor, in the School roomf.. , ' •" 

Only nine schools ariD reported as having been visited by DistricbJBdards^ 
ati'd only then by all the members of the Board, except when with the 
County Superintendent. 

Meetings of School District Boards were called for conference, on the 
second day of the last examination, in each inspection district. Thirteen 
persons appeared, representing ten School Districts. But I hope the real 
interest in Education is more general and deep than this would suggest. I 
think it is. 

Up to Aug. 31st, two hundred and niniety-eight visits had been made by 
me to one hundrpd and sixty-rthree schools, and thirty six evening addreisHi* 
es had been given in various parts of the county on topics of vHal'iApor- 
tance to the elevation of the schools and the more thorough education of 
the children. ' ' ^' 

1. N. CuNnAxt, County Superintendent. 

GRANT COUNTY. 

A few'^'days since I forwarded you my Annual Report. The Report 19 
imperfect in many reispects, and does the county iryustice, especially in re- 
presenting so many school houses as being without iblack-bpards. I |:!av& 
spent many days labor upon it ; but, owing to errors in the Town Clerks* 
reports (not one^DfiWhich came to me free'fr,om inaqctir^cies— most of them 
with several columns left blank) I am unable to give you a correct state- 
ment of the facts.- , . 

.1 entered upon the diitieB 6f .this office the first day of January, 1864^ 
and at OQce began the visitation of schools^ I visited upwarc^s of fifty schools 
before commencing ;the spring examinations. At the clpse of these, upon, 
the Governor's caM for ^-lOif days' men," I, for the second time, entered 
ti»e ^rvice of my ►CQuntry, Itftving. the corresp.onden(?Q and al,l necessary 
business of the office it the; hands nf Mr. John J. Copp^ of Lancaster Insti- 
tute, to whom I would thusj publicly expi^ess piy tha^lks for hi& faithful 
services. I returaed froip the. army just iijL time to meeti . B^y apppinments 
for fall examinations, hencd thisipast .sommer the s^bools were nptyisited. 

School Housbs. — ^In the .villsvge of Bosoobel there hi^s been b\^l(; a,$n^ 
firame house this sununer,. and, peribap«^ ^ half dozen othors qf le6a,yi^Q| 
throughout the county . Quite an advance has been made in the matter' 



of repairing otlier hpuses-Hpainting. putting 'iiji. blfactb'6arcls,''6tci, find' in' ' 
building out-houses.. 'THe nouses are yei far from what tt'efy should be-^' j 
many of them being .supplied with seats without baek's, and in mahjr th'e^ 
seats are too high from, tjio floor to permit the younger pupils to rest theit' 
fefet ; and not a few have 'seats of such a length that froni loiir to eight pii-'! 
pils sit on a seat, thus ca rising great confusion when classes arise to recite, ' 
and when they return again from jrecitation. 

: Gradbd Squoo^b. — \i Pjlattevillo there are two graded schools in ©vi^^. 
dently prosperous condition^ 4-^. Hazel Green there is a graded sjchooL,;. 
There are three depa.rtmonts iu each of. thethree uamed, and in those at.^ 
Platteyille there is an a,ssistant in the Pri.ncip^r3 dep;^tme^t. The school ; 
at Lancaster cannot yet bo called a graded school .:..j|;a^j^arp4n it. but two . 
.departments, with an assistant in the Prii^cipai's roopi.:,. The num):>er of . 
pupils attending the school is too great to effect a grading without thr.e^.j 
or four departments. At Bo^cobel the school was^ .tolerably well graded 
last winter, and was rjipidly .l^eooming one of the ftrst scl^ools of the western 
part of the State. Now it is under, 1 think, a no lea§,cfficienit corps of teactr., 
crs ; but, I fear, their usefulness is greatly crippled and the, success of thq . 
school impeded by the action of the board in creating eac.h of the three, 
departments a sepji,rate school. .J trust, with thoix,|tW;0 exoeilont^buildiiig/i 
which reflect so much credit upon their enterprising village, they may see 
it to be for the best to give t^e,principalship pf 1|h^. wWl© iiito the bands 
of Que teacher, thereby eBitabJlishing a thorough gfaded school. At Cass- 
ville, Beetown, Potosi, Georgetown, .Muscoda and one or twp,. other vil- 
lages, there are schools with twx> departments; and, I trust, the day is not 

far distant when theymay graw into well-regijatad graded school^. . I think 
each of these village^, capable. of supporting ^uf^h sphools.nine ^npnths of. 
the year. And in each the leadip^ citizens are alive \q the Importance of 
improving their schoQls. . i i,.: : . . : ;. I ; . • 

Teachers. — The whole number of persons examined.' at my spring ex- 
aminations was 298, of which number 185 received certifiijates,— 2 receiv- 
ed cortiflcatcs of ^ the lit grade, aiid 133 of .the 3d grade!; 93 tailed to 
receive certificates of the third grado, of which homl^er I granted to 3i 
limited certificates — the standing of the candidates seeming to justify mei 
in so doing, and the graiiting of such ceftificatas being arsked for by dis- 
trict boards where they tauffht. The iaverage age of teachers' lidding oer-- 
tificates is 20 years, -and thieir average experience 16 months- j^ the average 
age of the 82 holding 2t9»itf«c? certificates is 17 8*4 years, and their average 
experience is 6 months. The great majority of mai^O'teachers in this county 
are now In the army of the Union — the schools, ar^ ^^I'g^^y ii^ the hii^iuds of 
young ladies, and thus a new amd younger clas)9: of -teachers is biroughti into 
the schools. Hence the small average- of both age and experience. The. 
number employed, in the same sqhpcfi as during tW previous .year ,is 46^ 
There is .j^oo, gre^t a disposition to chapge teachers; ey/sry year, or every 
term — though thisevil.is diiqini^ihing. I have laborp4 to .convince the 
people that an inferior teachej* reyen can accomplish more, if continued term 
after term in the sa4BescliQpl,^lhan caii.be accomw of 

quite superior teachers each term. Much that is learn pel ufidcr one will be 
condemned by the next and must be unlearned .It is' well. to retiin'ai ^obd 
teaobier when once secured.' "A" large number liay^ l&«i '^\i^^V\a. WiS^- 



ing during the vhole J«u, nnd tb«re is quite a nmnber vlio faaye no other 
employment. ' But I fear the number ctt profeieional teaeherB oanuot be 
. large aa long as no greater inducement is held oat to youni; womea and 
' ypung men to make teaching a profesHioD, though there ie evideDce in 
manj parts of our oonntj of proper appreciation of the teacher's Bervioei^ 
in increased wagen> There is every reason to be satisfied with the spirit 
of the teachers of this county ; they show a determination not to rest con- 
tent with pre Bent attainments. Many who attended the spring examinations, ' 
attended this fall also'; and I may here remark, although the fall examination 
does not oome within the bounds of this report, that they showed evident 
improvement in scholarship; quite a number who foiled in the spring, hav- 
ing received J^'rii'grBde oertificates this fall, and the f^ examination was 
on more difficult qnesttons. I have had printed upon my certifioatoB, 
"Success in Teaching,'* intending to mark such standing upon my visitB 
to Hohools. 

Pupils. — The general average of punctual attendance ie not as high as 
it should be; in ^t a want of punctuality I regard as the greatest, evil 
of our Bchoole. I am able, however, to report it an ctiI rapidly on the de- 
crease. In all schools whore a systera of reporting to parents the punc- 
tuality, deportment, and standing in claases of pupils, at the end of each 
fdrtnight or month, ha^ been observed, the average in all these oases has 
been much improTed. Where the attention of parents is called to these 
matters, they, will geneirblly cooperate with teachers to secure the best re- 
snltH. There is great itbprovement in the general deportment of pupils. 
On each subsequent viaitto the tovaral schools I notice less whispering 
.and inattention to study. During my visits labt winter I made careful 
inquiry aa to how lAany pnpilk were not properly supplied with books, 
slates and pencilB. I found but few, 'comparatively, witJiout the requisite 
books, but in mo'st of the sebools none but the more advanced pupils — 
those studying arithmetic — were supplied with slates'and pencils. This I 
regard as a great evil. I:would have all the younger pupils furnished with 
slates and pencils,) with And upon which' to print .their ItEBSons and draw 
pctures— making ihis-k regular exercise. For the same'^easons I would 
nave the blackboards' made low and extend alobg the whole North side of 
the school room. 
-'Patrons. — I oaa report a growing interest on the part of parents, as 
shown by an increased number of visits to the schools^ This is especially 
tme of the villages throughout the county. This interest is shown, too, 
by an effort to aeoure the betviccs of the best teaobera. 

^ fl; , In Regard to the Township District System of school management, 
I'would simply say thai I concur in the views of the late Stato Super- 
intendent of Public Ii^'stmetibn, as presented iu his last Annual Report.' 
In my native State I have seen the pfttctibal working of the system *and 
can bear* testin)ony to^its sneoess. By its adoption,' I think, the number 
of graded schools iH this oouftty might be very greatly hiultiplied — giving 
each town one thorongh, graded scli^ol^' at least, bine months of the year^ . 
; In a large, county like Grant, and perhaps in .every county, there is need- 
ed; an officer in cac^ town whose duty it shall lie to Visit each school in 
t|ie ^own once a inon^h and report tp the Cbdntv Superintendent. This 
eqoDly ogn^ain^ 29 towns, three of them Bizby twelve miles. This is tod" 
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large a tract of Qountrj for any one man to visit often enough to be thor- 
oughly conversant with the working of each school, there being oter two 
hundred schools iti the county. 

There are in thi^ county many children who have not entered the school . 
room during the year. It is my opinion that the Prussian idea, that the child 
is the property of the State, and that it ii3 not only the right, but also the ' 
duty of the State to educate her children, is the correct one ; and I have no- 
doiibt of the propriety of a State law compelling parents to send each child, 
between certain years of age, to school a certain number of days each year, i 
Every dollar expended by the State in educating- the young, may save a 
large per centage of the fiind expended in rtformi'njg the more advanced ia: < 
years. Education and <^ime are not compatible with each other. And<: 
certainly, as a step toward thisiend, it soeins to me well that the State ap-'. 
portionment of the school fund should be upon the per centage of actual 
attendance at school, rather than upon the number c^ children in the dis- . 
trict and town. x 

And further permit me to suggest thai the disposition of some districts; 
to hire the cheapest teacher for the very ihorteft legal term, to secure thd 
State fund, might be remedied and the best interests of the school system' 
enhanced if all school taxes were levied by towns, or counties, or, better 
still, by the State. 

1 have not had any questions printed for either of my examinations.' I * 
have written them upon the board for teachers to answer from. This pre-'' 
vents any possibility of previous knowledge of what my questions arc, and 
enables me to change thorn, if I find a candidate present who has beea fr' '^ 
«pec^a<or somewhere else. 

D. Q[%kJt PuRBCAN, Oounty Superintendent, 

GREEN COUNTY. 

. ■• ♦ 

In making a brief report of the condition of the schools in this county, 
I very much regret that I cannot report more defiftitely on the several sub- 
jects enumerated in the circular of August last, to county superintendents. 
Owing to illnqss a part of the year^ and the great number of schools to be . 
visited, (one hundred and twenty-five) I had but little time for gathering^ 
statistics. I shall furnish the teapherfif in future, with ^l^nks for monthly- 
reports, which will assist me very much. 

Notwithstanding the heavy drain upon the country of men and money, our 
county has steadily increased the amount raised for building school houses 
for the last three years. In 1862 there was raised the sum of $1,024, in 
1863, $2,1515, atid in 1864, $4,564. There have been built during the 
past year, five or six school houses, that are a decided improvement on the 
old ones, in construction and arrangement. 

Of graded schools, we have fottr^f thi*ee departments, and two of twA 
departments each, all in a prosperous condition. There are two or three 
localities, where, with a little alteration of district lines, graded schools 
might, with profit, be established. 

The number of teachers holding certificates of each grade, is as follows : 
First Grade, 4 ; Second, B.j Third, 190 Average age, 22 years. Of the- 
number applying for certificates during the year, sixty have fail<^^^ ^^^'^'^ 
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member lipensedi ajl but 85 bav^ l?a4 p;;eviou8 experience. A small propor- 
tion of our teacbers are employed in tbe same scbool as during tbe previQUS 
yea;c. I tbipk people are altog^th^r too jfond of cbange. The number of 
pifqfessional teacbers in tl^e county, 1,9 increasing. In regard to punctual 
attendance and deportment, we have little cause of complaint, and very lit- 
tip for. lack of books. 

As to the interest of the patrbns, in^ur schools, I think there is little 
lac& "of that. But unhappi^ it is not manifested in the right direction. 
Il^'is too common for people to manifest great solicitlidel about the manner 
tbeii^ school is managed, «uid make inquiries- of the pupils and others, with- 
out ever visiting the school themselves: -In fact Ifina that in many cases 
the District Board has not vim t«d' the school for a whole term. 

' Have* visilJcSi' aboilt one htiwtfred of kiur' schools twice and the remaining i 
twenty-five oiit?e, during the year. " , ' 

The Township System of school management, as presented in tbe last 
^npual Beport of the Statp Superintendent, appear d to' me to be democra- 
tic inspirit, and calculated to produce' the grjeatefet ' good to the greatest 
number. ] ' ' 

I have endeavored to be pretty thorough in the oral examination, and; in. 
the use .of the blackboard. I have sent out a few circulars ^hich are not 
now at hand. 
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^ We have an Institute or Teacher's meeting appointed at the village of 
Bl^odheady bn the 28th and 29th of December next. We should be hap^ 
to have the assistance of the State Superintendent. If be cannot oome, 

p er haps %e can send us sonie help, which we very much need. 

.• 

W. C. Q-REEjj, County Superintendent, 



. GREEN LAKE COUNTY. 



'Ttielre' has riot mhch beeii done' in repairiftg arid building school bouses ' 
since' my la^t''year*s' report: "Sonreof our vnlages, prior 'to said report'/ 
haftpiit up cdmtnodidus and elJBgarit buildings, presenttne all the attract- 
ions and coinfoi'is desired by' both tekclier arid pupil. War and hard tinres 
hkVe'iri a m6aMril,^'checkfed pifogress tri ereCtirib subH Mldirigis as the wants 
of the scholar and the interests of society demand. • 

, There have been ^!9iur graded schools, of t^o departments each, in ope- 
ration during bptli the winter and summer term- 

The resiilt <^f nhy examiniitioBS duriiig the p{M»t year is -as follows : ^ , 



■(, 



M "'..'j :it»; 



.SPEINQ'ilXAMmATiONSl'. ' ■' '", 



//"]•■■:'.: i- ' .= ■ •:;•-; •: ^.. . ; ;; :, 



Grades. 



: :• • . :• |n;-:v /-.'i': 1:/i. •', ' .[ v '■' . '^ .;•' . ~ ^i, 

, . I.. : n. in. 

No. of Applicants : ^Ladies 77 ; passed ;...."'.'•..;'.■;;' "t^ 'f> 69 59 

. :♦* "<": • 'Qeirtl^nfcfn 9«; put^. ..jvi..ivv ' 1 2 4 7 

Piivat^ .*t .y ' jLa^iea 7 ; ipAmifi, ... v. ;...*.,..;..»,.•..,:. : 7' . T 

■'■'jy^L.v::'::-;:::';i./:;v;;:;v/;;...r:'.:;;;;;;::!l7.:.:... .....< !:Ts 
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Ho. of XppliMnU; Ltdiet.ie; pMeed.o. ..;..'. {t":<. 1 ,0.' 16; 10 

. " ", (i.<!}iii^meaiiip»aKii.-y. > '-,•-.■.. •^■.t. . .0 , ..10, . , 10 

Total ;......:' ,,....., '.,.,'.., -ih-ai 

Ki;. pr DUtTict Oe^tiScfltes given during tbe yeui. ........ ... i H 

■ Of .tTiB uiiijiirer who received ,'0,crlifloatea J ^4 tave baen •)mplo;ed\in tlie 
oouaty. .prior to the exaoiinations referrM.to'a^ove, of yih6ia 40 ,at least, 
will be employed ia the county the coming winter. ' ' 'I''' 

The gQueriil average of punctual ftttendance of, pupila upon school, is, n'ol- 
as large as last year, it being about ten per cent. Igbs. Thia la eauSfed.by 
pnpile having (,o stay away from achool^to fill the j)!aces made , vacaat'by 
the absence from home of fathera and brothera who haye entered the ^my. 
Though there are many unfavorable RiroiJmBtancoai our schools' are qtfe^ily 
proaperinff. While some of our toachera are mating every Bicrifils^ for the 
go.od.of the cauao in which theii profcsaion leada'tTiemi there are otherSi 
. whoBpond no time beyond what the law roqaires,' they attend no Institutes, 
.visit no Bohools, take no Journals of Education, uad some Will eviii'cdiiH 
.mence tlieir schools without taking the trouble to first obtain'^',' oferti^iiatoi 

,1 The' aaow-hlookcd roads,, fnd the stinging oold'of last wtnteri pre^ett'tbd 
me from visiting more than about threo-fourths of all tTie 'sbh^ols .iil"th8 
county. The dusty roads a\id' heat of summer have also beeil ohatadleS lu 
th»way of visiting schools,, and seVen received. no call from me., ' " . 

I shall hold my Tnstitute at the Tillage of .pdrtfprd, QomtnehclQg.pii 
Monday, 'OotoberSXst We.hppo tq .have an int„^epttng tiinej' apd snjdlf 
If ■ all will attend thajth^ve pToaiiseiJ to be present " .\ ' .' ' '"'■'■,' 
" 'N, C. froiT, County Superihlendenti' 

tOWA' COUNTY. ■ ■■■-:- ■■ '■":•■,> 

(mo XIBOBTi) ■■■■.■', ..-■', 
iTACKSON OOTJNTY.'' ■■ ■■'■■ ^--m.- 

(so RBPORSi),, ,,.' .,,.. ,.,,., ,/, ''.^i 

;JEFE^5S0N OppNjy.' ■■;;■■'■;' ';■■■■"■ 

.lu salpmitting my Bupplementary .Repoft.i I.^have Jo,,regrc.t!nij;ipab3i,ty 
to give all the inforn^atioa desired,. aa time spent in,!Dl^e dofis hot, aid. ma' 
terially in collecting school statistics at boiae. ^ '"' '' -'■'•■ 

■|'. '.Throe school hoaseS liaVe beeriefe^^ed in^'Bhis C9iittty dmiBfi tha paafi 

f" ear-rail brick — oomfoHJahle buildlhgs; atad in'some instanpeSwilTplttntfid. 
'have rendered what assistance I could fn'tlieir,arrangt!ditint,' tndrdef^to 
'li^ve them comfo^able and ooHveoient, and itl-aprnf^i^jeiHth bettor-st^W 
of scUool arabltectoiti.i " !■■ .■ ■■ i.:;i; .-.■■'■.-... ,J, -^ 
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TWe is a great lack of information on this subject that needs the 
prompt attention of educational men. Within the next ten years more 
than half of our school houses must be rebuilt. 

The ideas of the people on this subject are mostly formed f^om the 
jrude, ill-planned structures of their school-day experience, but poorly cal- 
pulated to meet the wants of the present age. A series of plans adapted 
to the wants of our district schools, laid before the public by means of 
some cheap publication, or through the columns of the Journal, with a 
thorough discussion of the principal points of school architecture, would be 
of great value. A blunder in the construction of a hou^e now must be 
endured for years, to the disadvantage and annoyance of all parties con- 
censed. 

,' :0BADED Schools. — ^^e have in this county four schools that have the 
form of gradation, and more or l^sp of the essentials, viz : 

port Atkinson/ four departments. ' 

. ^ Lake Mills, three departments. 

palmyra, three departments. 
. J"efferson, two departments. 

They lack, however, in a greater or less degree, that definite order of 
studies and classification^ on which the success of the graded schools in a 
great measure depend^. I think they are improving in this respect, and it 
needs but time to produce the desired results. Palmyra and Fort Atkin- 
son have fine buildmgs, well adapted to their necessities, reflecting great 
credit upon the places, and speaking well foif the educational spirit of the 
citizens. 

The other two places are sadly in want of appropriate buildings. Th6y 
feel the need of them, and, had it not been for the interference of the war, 
one of them, at least, would have been erected ere this. Hebron, Cold 
Spring and Home maintain two departments a portion of the time. Each 
01 these places could support a good Graded school much to their advan- 
*tage. 

Teachers. — Ihiring the past year, I have examined 309 applicants for 
certificates.. Of this number 6 received second grade, 158 received third 
grade, 46 received limited certificates, and 99 failed. Of the limited cer- 
tificates, 27 were given on account of private examinations and various 
causes other than low i^tanding. The average age of the 80 licensed this 
Fall is 20 1-2 years. The average experience as teacher is 4 1-2 terms^ 
12 had never taught, and 19 but one term. 

Although the standing of our teachers is lamentably low in the studies 
required by law, yet the great, failure of our teachers is not so much on ac-* 
count of ignorance of the subjects taught, as in knowing how to teach 
them ; or, in other yrords, normal education is needed. I am trying to ob- 
viate this as far as possible by means of Teachers' Meetings, but, of coiirse, 
can accomplish but very little. Where is that State Normal School?. 

, The general deportment of .oux^pupils is a matter of grave importance. 
^ In /many localities the good behavior of the chjijdren is .commendable, while 

in others a feeling of lawlessness, prevails, that skews, that Young America 
. U sadly in need ojf.v^holespme restraint. It is a subject, ^p, much n^glect-^ 

ed by teachers, and seemingly almost ignored by pa]|f€;ntQ^;,VrVko 9diQ^oat]pn 
of the street more than neutiali&es that of the school-room, even wfaen ikat 
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is wliat it sKpuld |>o. It is worthy .0^ npt^^ tHat iflikt^ btir bei9t ScliOpliS 
and teachers are, th^re is the most healthy moral tone of the yotith. 

Our schools this winter are taught mostly^ by females, tliere being about 
20 male teaohers in the county. Ten years ago it Was oonsiderei almost 
an impossibility for a female to teach a wintei* school. Necessity has com- 
pelled a change that custom was slow to admit, and since it has been dis- 
covered that brains and not muscle govern people, females have sttcceeded 
Well in our winter schools. • 

I accept it as a fact that hereafter female teachers will coilduct our dis- 
trict schools. Nor' do I regret the change, if it will (as I think) have the 
effect to do away with the habit of changing teachers for each term. This 
evil was the natural result of the old plan of employing different sexes for 
the different seasons. Let our ischool terms be so arranged as to give our 
female teachers nearly constant employment. Give tbeixil inducements to 
fit themselves especially fpr the profession, and we- shall not lament the 
change, especially if the township system be adopted. From this course^ 
we may expect to ^ain some of the benefits of uniformity and classification 
in our schools. The pQople .are slow to give up old habits and systems^ 
but many see the beneits of the new plan, and we may yet hope for its 
adoption. # 

J. K. PuRDT, Cbunty Svpertntendent* 

JUNEAU COUNTY. 

t submit the following l>rief report, covering, I trust, the points upon 
which you solicit information : 

Schools. — The whole number of schools in operation during the winter 
of 1863-4 was sixty-nine, of which number Sixty-two were visited by the 
undersigned, with a view to ascertain i/he condition and wants of each 
school, advise with teaohers, encourage pupils, and if possible, arouse pa- 
rents and school officers from their apparent indifference, to a lively inter- 
est in the numerous and important duties devolving upon them, and to 
gather matter for timely copiment. 

Five schools closed before the expiration of the t^rms : three on accQunt 
of sickness, one on account of petty grievaiiiBes between teacher and pa- 
trons, and one by the mutual agreement of both parties. The state of the 
roads prevented my visitmg. the remaininff two. 

During the past summer seventy schools have beeh in operation, nearly 
all of which were visited. 

There have been 24 male and 123 female teachers engaged in our scho6ls 
the past year, and with few exceptions I have foui&id them earnest in their 
labors, and well' qtuilified for the duties of their vocation. I have observ- 
ed with much satisfaction the tact with which inany of bur teachers excite 
the interest and arouse the attention ojP' their pupils. Yet some have in- 
terrogated me in the- following language, *' What shall I do to interest my 
bhar e? " And here let me say that no general rule can be dven : even ^ 
inultiplicity of rules would fail, to reach every case : the minds of children 
differ, and what will interest one may utterly fail to awaken the least de- 
gree of interest in ono^er, or what will interest the pupil under cerUa^ 
circumstances may prbVe fcitile uniier ^ffet«ut At<j^iniii^'KCL<i^'t^ ^yt 'C^^ ii»a5Q» 
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,»iBan8 wteD etnJiloYad by one teaclier may excite the liveliflBt interest in 
the pupil). bmA I'ail to attract even tho eligliteat atterllinn when employed 
J(y another. Yet there are various ways nf securing this importaut object, 
u)d erery intelligent teacher who can judge with any degree of accuracy 
of .the natfire of cliildreD cap deyifle some means to interest aru] secure the 
attention of Mb cba^goi wbieh,is a, very important point to be gained, and 
., atsolutely necessary to the suoeeBa' of every school. 

School Houses. — 1 cannot spealc in very flattering f-erms of oUr school 
houaee and achool furniture, though wq ha-ve Rome very ^ood school houses, 
yet we have many vfrjipoor ones. Every school house sboiild be erected 
and arraoged with due regard to physical, mental and moral health, com' 
..fort and coifveiiienoe. . But a number of our school houses (and that num- 
ber is not as. small bb some may suppose) are eniirely destitute of all 
' these essential ^evients, evincing on the part pf patrons, aud school offi' 
. oers a wtut of iri tercet in the rising generation amonntiog almost to crirn* 
inaiUy. Some are veiy opeut-others too small lo accomoi.oidate the pupils 
■ i.thafBtt^od, others destitute of tbo means of ventLbtion, many are poorly 
ftnd improperly seated; in Hevoral the B?ats are all pf the same hight 
:td|tpted to a very few of the larger pupils, Wfiile the majority must sit 
witb their feet dangling from .three to five inches above the floor ; a few 
we destitute of black-board s, and a vary few are furnished wiih outline 
maps and globes. One school house of re=pectable dimensionB hao been 
built during the year, and another is now in process of completion. 

Gkabbd Scuools. — We have three graded Bchoola i .two with three dc 

. .partmeuts and one .with .two. The formuv lULiiiitiiin tun and the latter 

' eight months school in the year. We have oiic inore distriot in which a 

graded school should be established, ae two ic;i4;1icri< are usually engaged in 

. .the school, wpich numbera a^bu|i one hundred p'njilU. 

Tb&ciighs — At the spring -czaiuinat ion IOd cundidatee for. the teachers 
office presented tbemsclveB, of which number '1:1^ hcio sncceaaful ; three 
receiving first grade, eight second grade and Hisly-'iis third grade certi- 
ficates. About 20 were employed ia the same suhiiids as during the nre" 
viouB year. About one-halt' of the number wLii huve heen ongagiea in 
teaching during th^ past year make teaching'their^principal business ; very 
..f(\> .have tanght the whole year. I am unable to give you the average age 
^"and. experience of tottoUera. 

Pupils.— The whole numljier of pupil? who attended school during the 
. ..>jinter as indicated by .th? register was'20!^2, the v-hnU 'i.iiml)cr present at 
' the time of visitation waa llti^, giviiig aliutit fifty;aix and one-half pef 
.r^ent. as the average attendance of ibe (Hipils registered, which is quite 
.^, small, yet we do not regard this as a very discouraurti^ item, when we take 
into consideration the exceeding cold weather , and,' deep snow, which in 
. .pparselj settled districtflbaa kept the roads oompjetelv blockaded for weeks 
_. ^t a tiuo, rendering it almost imriosiiiblc for the scliuol 'house to be reached 
...even by tbo largest pupils. And yet on account of (he limited time in 
..■ jwhich, to perform my work I managed to yisit schools under these unfav'or-- 
,' able circumstancea when it ooUl.d .not possibly'bc e'xpeated that the .schools 
, ,Vould be anything tiVe fairly represented., btill the average attenpimce 
. baa been mui:]b;Bualler than it snould be. Tardinci^sj the twin e^il (lif ir* 
. l-^^Jaratt^ad&nc^, baa. .detracted much Jtq^ ^^^^tpre'st of otuinhot^a, 
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and it will require the combined effort of tjeiaobeyd, parents, «obool offioMrg 
and all who are interested in the welfare of youth to eradiqate these ie\riLi. 
The whole number of pupils who attended school during the- fiumm^r, .ias 
indicated by the register, was 2081, the number present a]t the time of, 
yisitation was 1494, giving about seventy-one and 09e-third per. ee4t. as 
the average attendance, which is a respectable increase upon tbjQ winter a^, 
tendance. The general deportment and progress of .pupils have been such 
in many instances as tp elicit from me a word of .^commendation ;' few in*: 
stances of insubordination have occurred — none of a serious character. : J, 
found the schools much better supplied with books than I expected to ^d 
them. i . i . . . 

Patrons. — Our schools do not receive that attention and encoig^agemeiit 
that they should from patrons and school officers. In a few instances I 
have prevailed on school officers to accompany me to the. school room, and 
on one occasion found a school officer thetO' on my arrival — a rare andj)leas- 
ing sight — an officer in the aehool room without solicitation. Yei I hope 
to see many such sights during my intercourse with schools, for truly %hif) 
are liKe '* apples of gold in pictures of silver. 7 

Q-BO. P. KnJi^Y 0^>j County Superintendent, \. 

KENOSHA COUNTY. 

' ■ ■ ■ '■!'-■ 
In <comptiance with yotlr circular of Aug. 22d, 1864, I have the hoior 

to transmit you the following supplementary report : 

I entered the service of my country for one hundred days, commencing 

May 17th, 18t>4, and therefore was unable to visit all the schools in the 

(Kiunty during the summer term. 

From reports received from teachers, I believe that most schools^ have 

been well conducted, and that extra efforts were made on the part -of teafcli^ 

ers to discharge their duties faithfully. 

1. School Houses. — There have been no now school houses built in the 
county during the past year. There are many districts that need new hou- 
ses ; and it is to be hoped that parents and patrons will awake to the im- 
portance of commodious rooms,' well ventilated and comfortably seated. 

2. Graded Schools. — We have one graded sch«*ol, as per last report. 
Probably in many districts a graded system dould with propriety and profit 
be adopted. I believe the graded system the, only one that will secure a 
thorough course of elementary training * . * 

3. Teachers. — I have examined one hundred iand fifty. three Eijghty- 
five hold a third grade and seven a second ^ade certificate. 

Some six or seven have been employed in the same school the previoi^s 
year. 

The most of our teachers are females, who -teach the entire year, and 

have no other occupation — the young men having g(Mie in defence of the 

**dear old flag'' — thus making it a necessity for tlier schools to be taught 

by females, or to be closed. Many are young and inexperienced, and this 

coming winter it is to be feared that some schools will hot' be in operation 

in consequence of the want of. qualified teachers. 

4' P^jifiU. — ^The aves^^i^, of punctual attendance is some ei^i^'^s^ 
«ent>i .■..-■ n . 

tow 
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"■ €kliieT4l ■ deportfanei'l v niire^yi^hrde p6r ceii ti ^ 
'M<]«t BohooU ate ^appli^d witk suitable text books. 
'b.'F^f^dns. — Theird is a general apathy and n^giect ontbe part of {mi« 
troiitt^n regard to visitation of sohools:' 

T-his may be in part- oaring to -the greater interest taken in oar oountry's 
struggle, and yet it can in no'wiBebe.e!ftcum)d'. 

• 6;- Toitmgkip J^stiBtn. — Judgiiig from conversation 'had with leaditig ed- 
iteiltional men in tbe^otinty, I think that the present system is generally 
plteferredi- • 

■ 'i\ MiBcellaneouhJ^^'Vf^ have JieW an* Instittite in this county for two 
weeks, under charge of Prof. S. D. Gaylord, of Sheboygan High Sohool. 
Every tbitfg passed off 'pleasanftly, and we hope profitably, with an attend- 
aince of thirty-seveft. > .. : ; i. 

' Le<Jtures were delivered by F. Newell, Esq., Prof. Gkiylord, J. M. Kel- 
logg' Esq. and Hon; A^ Van Wyck. 

t-qf^wbiilc^ suggest that we need some'-V batetial aid " frbm the State, for 
tbC' support of Institutes. Aiso, if the county- Superintendent is obliged 
by law to hold an Institute each year., there shouM be some f yefcrenee gi- 
ven to such as attend, or some other moaufSd^Bfvised to secure an attendance 
of those proposing to teach. 

Is it true that teaching ou^ youth is >of« scr lh>|e importance that it needs 
no preparation ? 

An couelusion, vieiwing our- schools -from : oh?' present stand point, al- 
though they are not all we oould wish in points df qualification of teaohers 
a»d experience, yet we can see a commendable rprogress in the direotion of 
a<demandy on the part of the people, for higher qualifications, and a desire 
to make our free school system one of true-deveWpment for the youth of 
our land, in all that pertains to the practical duiiesi of life, as a oitizea and 
a^.j^cinan. 

, . R. GftAHAM, Co. SvpU 

... - . KEWAUNEE COUNTY. ., 

(no ekpobt.) 

LA. CROSSE COUNtY. 

My labors date from Jitnuary last. 

One new school house, ^all told, has been erected in the county during 
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.severely threatening to b^^^.^^G^ od^s for a number of years. The two 
;&i^l named districts WoUddofentireeiredit t6 thiemselves by executing their 
tiixeats right speedily., 

There are two graded schools proper, in the eJty of La Crosse, of threer 
idqi^artments each/ and one of two- departments in the town of Onalttska* 
Our people here inside a foolish tpistake at th^' start, in locating one larg^ 
■SQhopl building in .the south part of tb^ 'city ahd' the other in the norths 
Tfa^ consequence is, thVy have ho ceiit'm^btuldlng, and ho graded rooQ» 
•above the Gramniar department. 
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Some liuftdred scliolatis In the villag^i of North tia Croi96e> afeooopoct^p 
in a single room, say 16 by 24. They must eipeot ** miserable schools" 
till they double tip their school room. 

The average attendance in the coiintry schoold during the winter, was 
seventy per cent, and during the summer, sixty-eight per cent. The at* 
tendance in the city schools averages seven ty*eight per eent, making a gon- • 
^al average of seventy-tWo per cent., agrtinst an avoi'age of sefenty-eight 
per cent, the year previous* The diflfcrence of ^er cent, is wholly aecourt- 
ted tor by the fact that so many children haVe to take the place of oldt* 
brothers, and fathers. Who are off to the tented field. . 

With, perhaps, half a d)zen marked exceptions, o|ir county schools have 
^lieen kept fairly in hand, and well ordered during the year. 

1 renew no certificates to teachers who mark' up as failures in the govern- 
ttent of schools. 

Text books aboUrid in troublesome variety, in most of our districts Ouf 
system of multiplied reading books, adapted to graded schools, .works very 
viciously in our' iniscellaneous country schools, I have endeavored to talk 
ftp the great WK)rth of slates in the equipment of all scholars, and the great 
ftse of black-boards in the illustrations of* the school room. 

Onr school houses very rarely attract visitors. This fact is to be at- 
tributed to the general dullness of oUr school methods, and to the lack of 
interest in patrons, wTio are presumed to have more impvortant business atf 
home. I am seldom able/ to get clerks of school boards to accompany me 
4n my visits to their school. Just then the^ have pressing calls elsewhere. 

During last spring I isstied fifty-eight certificates, eighteen of which 
'reached the third grade I the balance of forty being limited; My third 
grade standard was sixty per cent. Some nine or ten of this grad'* marked 
•as Hgh as ninety per cerit. >Vithout doubt, they could have achieved' a 
higher grade P<jr the common district school, I a^i particularly pleaj^ed 
*writh a high-marked third grade certificate. 7'wo grades of certificates ^or 
the common school branches Would, I think, be a decided hi£ and improve^ 
inent upon the present division^ 

During my fall laminations, I have given thirty third grade certificates 
'Out of forty-seven issued ; showing a handsome chalking up from last 
•spring. ' 

I am not posted enough to give any opinion upon the township district 
system. It would seem to work admirably in older, thick settled counties* 
1 am not sure of its amounting to ii^nch hereaway. . 

The chief trouble with our teachers in this region, is want of pulse, and 
^a knowledge of the &esM?ief A >rf of teaching. I am trying to work up 
Abetter men ts in this respect. 

F. A. Moore, Goftnty ■Sttperintendcnt, .i 

lafaykttk countf. 

The general condition aad advairicement of schools in this county. are 
iskjwly on the improving scale. There have been six new school hoises 
X5rected during the past y6ar, at an aggregate cost of about ^8,7'jO. The 
expenditure for maps, charts and globes has beeu ^114. ^Vv^^ ^^ "^^ 
towns, howevev, are latebnMflj Aeft&leat in \i\i^^ Ttv%.\X;Qs%. 
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The number o£ graded aehocfls in the oountjr U four — three with tvfo 
departments, and one with four. 

The number of teachers examined the past year is 17«8, of these eight 
received first grade, six ihe second grade, and six special certificates for 
particular districts, running for six months. There were during the joar 
nffceen candidates for certificates rejected. . , 
, The general average of attendance of pupils not as great and as punotuar 
a# <$oula be wished, but will compare favorably with previous years. One 
of the great causes of non-attendance is scarcity, of labor. There is one 
improvement beginning to be noticed, which is very advisable in all schools^ 
to retain the same te%f|her for a successipA of terfns, which is very obvious 
to every one at all posted in teaching. Teachers' wages have advanced 
somewhat in the county, but nothing .in ratio to other kinds of labor or 
employment. The greatest drawback to advancement in that respect lies 
among the teachers themselves ; there being such a mania for school teach- 
ing among ^he young females (to whom now nearly all the teaching is con^ 
fined) that they underbid each other in their anxiety to obtain situations. 
To overcome tlus^ we have endeavoured to raise the standard to keep the 
supply down to the limit of demand as near' as possible, for I am satisfied^ 
that the wished for good results of our common schook will not be realized 
ilill we ban, as a people, make school teaching a profession, and pay foFi^t 
as such. 

Asain, men are taught no one thing as effectually, in any other manner 
as through the pocket. And the fact of our conimon schools having been 
80 cheap, is one great reason oT their s^iall. estimate and universal neglect 
by the people. 

The visiting of schools by patrons is genersdly too much negleeted, .but 
by agitating the subject frequently, a better state is in some few towns 
bi^einning to manifest itself. Not to earry this to an improper kngtb,^ I 
will close by saying, that after considerable thought upon the matter, I am 
convinced that the proposed plan of the township system is the best calcu- 
lated to meet the wants of the people in school matters of any known. 

. GiO. W. JLeb, Co. Siip*e. 

MANITOWOC COUNTY. 

Herewith I enclose you my Annual Report for Manitowoc county, and 
in doing so, very much regret, that the short time I have held the office 
will preclude me from making any extended remarks as to the condition of 
^ur schools. 

I made many endeavors last winter to visit, every school in the eounty 
which was in operation, but the heavy snow drifts, which blockaded nearly 
every road in this section of the State for weeks, prevented me from seeing: 
many of them. But few schools outside of ihe villages have been kept 
during the summer season, and those were very thinly attended, owing to 
the scarcity of help among the farmers. 

A^ a general thing, our school houses are goo4» but I regret to say that 

many are entirely unfit for the purposes designated. There is, howeverr 

much palliation for this fact, when it is known, that this county is heavy 

timbered land, and not easy of cultlvsiUQTiv and that many of our people 



at«'yi6t poor, it being only tli¥ee or four years since the oonnty itself has 
been independent in its resources for home consumption. Every yeat, 
however, we see the old log house torn down, and the frame school house 
erected in its stead, and from what I know of our people, I am certain that 
the movement will continue, until, within a short time, the people of Mani- 
towoc county will prove themselves to be as liberal in this Irespect as any 
other locality in the State. 

'Since the first of January last, I have granted seventy-four third grade 
certificates to teachers. Although there are many entitled to first and 
second grade certificates; no application ha« yet been made to toe for either. 
Our teachers, I think, will compare favorably with those of other counties 
of the same population. 

In my next Report, I hope to be able to give you more full and satisifac- 
tot*y statements. 

Jere. Crowley, Co, Sup't, \ 

MARATHON COUNTY. ' 

I send you a brief statement, covering the poiats upon which you solicit 
imformation. There has been one substantial and quite hanrt3)me log 
8<jhool building erected within the pa»t six months, trie expenditures fo|p 
which will be about three hundred dollars. In addition to this, one or two 
temp )rary structures have been erected in newly organized districts during 
the past spring, with no black boards, and no conveniences for school pur- 
poses, they are now standing in an unfinished condition^ consequently, are 
unfit for winter use. 

There is but one graded school in the county, it havinjy but two depart- 
ments ; it is an excellent, large, well built and commodiovis' three story 
building. The entrance is in the middle of the end which faces the street. 
On the left of the main entrance is a well aranged flight of stairs leacUng 
"td^the second floor This entrance is designed for the girls, and there ;s 
one on the right correspondingly constructed for the boys ; the rooms abo'f^B 
are well arranged, and are convenient for class rooms, library, apparatt^ii^, 
etc. ; the rooms are well lighted and ventilated, and seats of the most ap- 
proved style. The building has been much improved this summer by stfr- 
mounting it with, a simple, but* handsome cupola, which is designed foVa 
-^ T)ell. The cost of the/ building is $2,100, including this season's imprdvi- 
ttients. . ' •>* 

Only one district in the County has been supplied with outline maps, atid 
rib School in the county is furnished with any apparatus. ■ 

The general average of punctual attendance, general deportment, aiWl 
pf^ogress made in studies, has been somewhat higher than during the pre- 
vious year. * Though there is increased public interest in the cause of 
common school education, it is a matter of regret, that parents and guatt- 
dians, and even school officers, are so seldom seen in school rooms. 
'.We have much reason to be thankful, amid £^11 the inconveniences sub- 
ject to thinly populated counties, that the schools of .this county are gofcir 
erally gaining in the estimati'o'n of the public. ' ' 

The attendance of pupi# has been quite respectable, b||tijby no meaAs 
what it should and would have been had it not been for the uncontrollable 



elTbctB of. two epidemicBy vigutrng the variolic iteighb(>rbood8 of tbe oeuEfty 
cluring the spring ^nd summer moaths, very much diminishing, and. in 
Bome instanceB almost destroying interest in our schools for a time. 
. The schools of our county are steadily improving iu interest, order, land 
j^ethods of teaching and study. The intense interest of our people iu the 
war, has diverted somewhat their attention from the public schools, but 
rarely has a term been shortened or the necessary means curtailed. The 
^Hstment of so many teachers and scholars in defence of their country, 
iSpeaks loudly in favor of common schools as a means of preserving law» 
Qrder and the Republic. Decided improvements can easily be noticed. 
Marathon county has a number of teachers ardent for self>improvemeat, 
zealous in their occupation as teachers, and cultivating a friendly inter- 
course among themselves, proving that a professional spirit is awake among 
them. I can certainly feel proud of them, and feel only sorry to st^te, that 
several of them, endowed with natural faculties as teachers, and well qual- 
ified in regard to experience and education, are about to leave the county 
in consec[uence of being offered higher, wages abroad, or are taking leave to 
start private schools in villages. 

Teachers are too frequently changed. Out of forty districts obly one 
was nired for more than one term. 

The standard of qualification is as high as recommended by the conven- 
tion of county superintendents, as a minimum. 

Sixteen have been examined by me and received third grade certificates; 
as regards their qualifications, compared with those who taught last year, 
there has bieen a decided improvement. Four made application but were 
rejected, making in all nineteen. 

M. DbCoursky, Co, Sup^L 

MARQUETTE COUNTY. 

^ During the school year ending August 31st, 18Q4, we have had one hun- 
,3red different schools ; of this number, forty-nin^e. ]i¥ere winter, and fifty- 
pne were summer schools. There have been employed during the year 
_^ighty-three different teachers, of which number there were.., ten male and 
.seventy -three female teachers. At the present time there are seventy -five 
persons holding certificates of qualification to teach in this, county ; of 

'.this number, there are fifty-one third grade certificates, one of the first 
grade and twenty-three limited (as to length of time) certificates. The 
Jfltter were granted in many, instances to tesinhers li'^ing in other counties^ 
and who were not aware of the time and place appointed for public ejcam- 
jjnation. 

. Our teachers are nearly all epiployed in teaching; (Juring both the su;a- 
mer and winter terms ; their average experience is pot accurately known, 
being probably not far from three years. 

There have been no school buildings erected, in- the county during the 
.year ; appropriations, however, have in two instances been made for that 

. .purpose. The school building which was in prQcess of erection in district 
No. 1, Buffalo, has been conipleted. In several instances school buildings 
have been repaired and now present a much m%re comfortable appearance 
than before- ., - 
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jTliere are but i^br^e gipjoM sobooU ia tb«| ^vdmtjjr 9 ^qbiClff tb#pe seh^ls 
bas two departpiants, one £or.tbrO largfs^^ff^itbe.^tbor foor-tbe aauller,,pur 
pils. There are fivf^ d^^triots wbiob, to tf]ipItiBd ezte&t, vligbt be gruj^it 
provided suitable I buil^pbgs could be furni^tbe^^ :> 

During the year .there have, been one thou ta.Q4 four ibundred jaod ni^Aiy 
different pupils in attei^d/aoQa at . ^b$ p^bUo f^lvpQls in tb€) o^^ut^tMt; JPlih 
ring the year previoius,. or the year ending Auguat Slat, 1£63, ^hdr^fiWl^re 
attending the san^e-eoboola twp thousand t,bree hujidred ap,d sixty -two 'pu- 
pils. These figures indicate 'a loss, in attendance for the year past of eight 
bundred and seventy-two pupils ; or an amount equal to more than one- 
balf the entixenumber of -tboB^^a.attendah'cto. Tbib lossUito be account- 
ed for by the removal of some from the county, and the effect of the na- 
tional struggle upon tbe schools,* taking the larger boys from the schools to 
fill up the ranks of tba a^ro^y^^anfl. keeping ptiieoaiaji} ^b^^ie t)Q fill tbe places 
of absent fathers and brotbers. 

.. The attend^a^'fiof tkoan who. aow attend .iMbopl.has belen, for.the most 
part, quite as good as could reasonably.be. .«Jspd(^.ted<r i considering tbe-deep 
snows and the inclement woatber of last wiater, .,a(nd other causes during 
the summer term. .,• ; .... { . . - 

All the schools are stippliedK for the; greater p<irt iof.tbe^pupils^ witb. au{A« 
able school books; ^be wai)t of uniforwUy/ bowevery is .quite a serious 
obstaqlo to successful improvement.. : .■ , 

Nearly all tbe schooUihave .been visited twice /during the year» aud tb^ 
evidence of improvement on the part of both teachers and pupils bas bqeft 
seen in very many of . the liohoold. Our schools,, bowqver,. are not-. irbat lye 
bad hoped for under; more favorable circwnAtauoes.i.. At tbe presenit. time^ 
embarrassed as we are by. the effects of the wa^» we can -only expect: widi 
reason to be lable to hio^d jourown and ttiaiutiain our :u3ual liumber rof 
schools, without making inueb decided imprqveml|BLt» 1. 

With regard M what is called the Towaship ]>iatrict System, I 09^oix\;f 
express an individual opinion, and for our comity , only. At tbe prcUadt 
time, and under our present circumstaaees, I do 'not con aider it vrojoidbe 
adapted tothe wants and neotissities of our s^b^ls,,t bough perhaps, a pairi^ 
of the ay stem might bo adopted by -so modi^ibg iti tbat a 0entral -seAool 
for the education and training of teachers and otfaars mi^ht.'be^locliited ia 
certain defined distrielts« wbiebyijiaome instances,! I might- Qmbraco I several 
toi^TDS. But in the. Ui&wer and thinly i settled portions of the. S|ate, of 
^kich t bis county foniaa a part> it would be itoo bi]rde^i^some,,if it were 
practicable, to make: tbe entire. change pQiitewpUtQ4in,tbi0>s|!ateni> 

Suggestions connoted with th[d,wafttB oifjl^e: schools ibeir^g/requ^H^ed, it 
may not be. wholly out of plao^ to notice. tbei^^Tjaat of suitable. Ubr^nesi for 
our district scbiQioJb».i. iThis iwant is beingifieli^faensibly iQiSome lok^^i^d* 
Of the usefulness, a^nid: in [ fact' t|he necessity. q£ halving . such . libraries, .;it. 
ought not toi b^ . aecesB4ry to .speak ;r but i£ ^tjbeve are any doubts fa^ iOf 
their utility, and the. wide. spread infiuencie >4hai< would) be .exerted fdilaad 
in behalf of tbe oause of. ie<uication and the: (.gaod; ofr.tbo people at larg^: 
we baite only .toinotioe the fa^t <b&t,th^; UbraiiesiliirniBhed tbeped^Lstiol! 
tbe State of iNew.iZbrk ha^e loi^beea.donaidcvtid $0 second ionlytQ;itbo 
pUUit^ schools th^miely^iin prornotingeio^atijon >a4id intheidiffu^ion.of 
useful knowledge. I ' ./ .1. lm [ >.. : - : I . . ii. 
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' fiow'Cnujli librftrieft ^dUMb^ provided, tind tliepropiertime7or Legislative 
action 'apon the same^are tiot'wttbin the province of this report to deter- 
mine. The only points to oott^id^r at this time are whether onr youth, 
who are soon to take the place of those in active life, can be fitted for the 
dtLties soon to devolve tipon them unless suitable provision of this kind be 
now mode for their men^al and moral improvement ; and whether any more 
potent influence than that of the library can be used to effect the desired 
object. With these few remarks the above is respectfVilly submitted. 

Ben J. F. Hood, County Superintendent, 

MILWAlilKBE COUNTY.— (First District.) 

(no report.) 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY— CSiscoND District ) 



i.e. 



I herewith «ubmit ifiofollcfwi'ng brief i^eport of the coi^litibn and pros- 
pects of the sohools in this district : 

V School HousBs. — ^Theso, Ins regards comfort, are in some insfjances, far 
short of what they should bo : but in consequence of the unsettled state 
of' national affui^j'and 'the present high rates of labor and material, no 
new ones are being built this year, though it is a commendable fact, that 
in a majority o^ cases, the old ones are being tbetoughly repftied 4nd 
pat in as good order 'for tbb winter term as the most sanguine might 
•xpoct. . 

GrabbI) ScaoOLs.- 'We- have- no graded schools. On account of our 
roximity to the city of Milw^iukee their nocosslty has not yet become ap- ^ 
Arent, yet there is a growing dei^iand; and ere )on|^ the necohsity of their 
introduction will become obvious to the people of this district. There 
might be profitably cstaMisheda Graded School in District No. 2 or 6, in 
tike town of Granville, and thereby mutually accommodate the advanced 
children of adjoining districts. ' ' 

TsACHBRs. — The number of persons examined was 49, of whom 38 re- 
ceived eertifica^tes : 4 of whom received certificates of the second grade, B3 
received' certificates of the third grade, and one limited certificate was 
granted. Only five are^retalTned to teach where they 'taught the previous 
y«ar. In this respect district officers are ft'equently in fault, as much time 
is lost in children becoming^ aoi^uain ted with teachers, and teachers with 
the capacity of pupils. Of the 'number employed in teaching in this dis- 
trict, but four depend up(>n't^ching as their only vocation. 
" PpMiis.r--^My^otes taken dliring'Sohooi visitation, da not show an in- 
cased average of punctual'attetidanbe. The pnly reason 1 am able to 
aMigA,'is the scarcity of help>iimong our farming community. In general 
deportment and progress in study of pupils, the' advance is correlative 
with the awakening enterprise of teachers, and the very flattering interest 
manifested by parents and patrons. 1 am sorry, how eviEA*, that school dis- 
tiiet^ officers do tot pa^ fhat jitt«ntion tO'the visitation and "needs of our 
sehobhi, that the law designis they should, but in my opinion this derelictioa 
of' duty, on the part of district officers,^ can only bC' obviated by the intro- 
dttoftion ^f th^ ^< toiwnship dislfcnet' system*;" then>' and only then, will 
our school system be perfect in all its workings^ 

Edward Tobin, County Superintendent. 
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The number of scbool houses built during the year is but two, owing to 
the pressure of war taxeSj and matters connected with the war. The one 
building at Tomah (yet incomplete) will be a most substantial and well 
arranged modern school house. Quito a good deal of improvement has 
been made in those already built. ' . 

2. The number of persons holding certificates 'is 139, tfiird grade. No 
second or first grade certificates have been issued. Three limited certifir 
eates have been issued — last year there was 41. Out of this 142 teachers 
120 have no other avocation, and teach summer and winter. 

3. The general attendance of pupils during the year averages about 69 
per cent. General deportment has been much better than it was last year. 
By my teachers* montnly reports,* during the summer term the average de- 
portment was V7 per cent. The number who are not properly supplied 
with books is very small indeed. 

4. There is great carelessness manifested by the patrons in not visiting 
the schools. I have endeavored to produce a change in this respect. 1 
think that about one in five of the parents visit lli'e schools. I have vis- 
ited 130 different schools during the past nine months. 

' It is my deliberate opinion that the plan proposed for a towiuhip district 
system (or some similar one), would work incalculable beneficto the com- 
pion school interests of the State. Take Monroe county for instance. It 
18 an impossibility for pntf man to thoroughly superintend' the schools in 
this county; I find it ir^qre than I can do to visit each district during every 
term of school, and therefore the watch eare that I ought to bestow upon 
the schools is wanting. With a township district system the ** education- 
al committee*' would supply the lack. This is but one of very many ad- 
vantages that W(»uld accrue. I am most heartily in favor of the proposed 
amendment to our coiymon school system. 

J. S Anderson, County Superintendent, 

OCONTO COUNTY. 
(no report.) 

OUTAGAMllf'COUNTZ. 

; • I ■ < ' ■ ■ 

(no rbpoat.) 
OZApKEE COJJlftr. 

(no REPORt.) 

' PEPIN COUNTY. : , 

4 
' ■ , I ft 

There are m the county, tjwenty school housefl, or buildings that go by 
tha4^ name Besides these, we have hovels, shanties- (ind deserted 'ho^ises 
ybiqh haye :l)een Aseji tli^ pjast yeir for scho6l houses^ making, in all^ '|4V?i* 
ttirty.' ' The latter (flasb of abuses, or" shanties,' are ' geriefally iiriiewly 
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formed districts, and in many ofi«e«,. pirf parations are being made to snbsti- 
tute in their places, good and suiVable buildings ; there has been only two 
or three buiU during the past year. The improvements in those. previous- 
ly built, are scarcely worth noticing. 

There is one graded school in the county. We have established a gra- 
ded school in Durand, whijch was very much needed This .district num- 
bers 160 scholars, wno heretofore have been huddled rtbgether in pne house 
and until last summer, under one teacberr I am happy W say the pepple 
are waking up to this master. There are other, districts where. this. might 
})e done with great advantage. The Pepin district and Wauboek, both de- 
mand graded schools' to accomodate the great uumberj and great diversity 
of scholars. 

1 have examined 45 ^ppncants, 32 of whom jiassed,. two receiving first 
grade, three, second gracfei nineteen, thirVi grade, and eight limited certifi 
cates. The policy, as regards teachers, is hap-l^azard and' irregular in 
this county. Number teaching the same 8|chool. as' last year, one; there 
are px who have no other employment. Average age of teachers, 19 ; e^pe- 
tfierice, from one to two terms ; but the greater part of th^ teachers during 
the> past year, were beyinjiers. 

The attendance of the scholars, as a general thing, is very irrej^ular — 
parents do not seem to, appreciate the importance of having their children 
attend regiMarli/ and punctually, allowing them to be absent or tardy on 
the most frivolous excuses, th^s fostering habits of shiftlcssness which will 
tell wofuUy on the future prospects of manhood. The general deportment 
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gOr and discipli 
the youthful nature, they have in those latter limes, become too lax. In 
mj visitations, I found' but very few who were not properly supplied with 
books. The greatest deficiency consisted in the want of mental Arithme- 
tics, but as soon ^s the wants were nvade k^own, a^'a general thing, tliey 
were promptly supplied^ 

The indifference of the patrons is somewhat astonishing. They seem to 
think that if they vote money and bir^ a' teachfer, their duty is done. In a 
large majority of the districts in the, county, not a visitation from the 
board or patrons,during the whole term, and sometimes from one year's end 
to another. I find, that whei^ this indiferen/c^a is manifested in a district, 
the teacher soon catched the sdme spirit, and then it is communicated to 
the scholars. But in districts wb(^re tl^e board is awake, and the patrons 
alive to the interests of the school, it infuses the same spirit of watchful- 
ness and energy into the teajchers^,,and.often.qi%kes a sharp, zealous teacher 
of one who would otherwii^e be dull'. 'i*ronl the law of influence and asso- 
ciation, this indifference of the bp^^rd ai^d patrons, often moulds the ener- 
getic teacher into the same indifference, inperceptibly. 

I think the township district system wij[l.]|)e a great improvement on our 
present system, an i hope the time is not far xlistant when it shall be adop- 
tQjd It will 800^ b^ing fkbout the establishu)eut. of gra^d schools, the 
.^antof :Whioh evpry edupatbr p^^^ 

UfUr grad^d.schpm in Duranxfiii now in full operaiipn; tbe intermediate 
4'pd.^i^^r gra^^/l/. ^f^in^^^ a); the l)uca9(l Academji, Vbich is doing 
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A: great work in dissemhiating knowledge ,<i;ndprep^]Ag te^Lcher^ ^r tea^lH 

ing- . . . ... . ^ 

Many children in this, county are growing up in ignorance, ignorajat of 

the very rudiinents of education, reading andlwriting, . and in some.lnaliiai- 

ces are permitted to grow up in this unfavorable conditiiQn, simply because 

they don't **loye" to go to school. Where par,entg aresoiadifforent. to the 

welfare of their pljildren, and the good of society in general, I think jour 

legislature ought to take the matter Jn hand, and oblige every oh iild in the 

state to acquire a certain amount of education, jus th^y do in Prussia, Ger- 

n^any, and many parts of Europe, ... 

; James R, Haitait, Count}/ Superintendent, 

PIERCE COUNTY. : ; ; 
(no bbport.) . . 

POLK dOUN'Tt.. 

'• ■ ■ '•.:'.. i. . i. ^ ,': . 

Our county is new and thinly settled,.. -Many .of tbe peqple do not pro- 
perly appreciate the free school institutions of our state, yet with a little 
^xtra effort I have been able to get up gome interest in some localities. In 
my last visit to the schools I delivered an address to the people of each 
district, where we could got out a^i audience, which, I think, has had a good 
effect ^ . . 

In comparing the present condition of schook with that of one year ago, 
I perceive a marked difference for the better. There has been but little 
impirovemeut made in regard to school houses ; only two or three Jog school 
iLOUses of sm^i^l dimensions l^five beeU'built. , .* . 

In a great many districts there is a sad deficiency of outlinp majPS and 
apparatus which might be obtained, and ought tp be. We also ne^, a gra- 
ded school in the village of Osceola, which I hope ^e ,will succe^^a jn get- 
ting before another year. We have also to complain that, yre have n,ever 
yet had a visit from the State Superintendent. '." ' . ." ' 

R. Hi Clark, Couiity Superintendent, 

PORTAGE COUNTY . . 

. The existence of civil war in ouruatiyOP, drawing as it does so largely 
.upon the material resojur^esof the peqple, must be expected to. operate ad- 
versely to the interestiS of eduqation in all parts of the country to .a, great- 
er, or less extent. .. 

One of the first effects of; the w,ar uppn.ftljese interest a, one wonl^iieadi- 
ly suppose, would be the refusal, upon the papt of thp people, tp make the 
necessary appropriations for the support of schools.. 8,0 faj as tbi;s"cpunty 
is concern ei^, it is gratifying to be able io st^i.e^.tl^j^i the appropriations 
•for educational purposes are steadily increasing. from year to year,, not- 
withstanding the fact that no county in ,ij^6 .St/ite,, J.^p^jce say, h^sdone 
.^ore, according to- its abijiity, to sustain t^e government, ^pe.tjie t)pfii- 
mencement of the war* » . ; ., 

These appropriations, hg^w^i{^, fall far r,bdl9,¥r. what jth^y .pftgfrt to be. 
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-and do iot keep pac^ with- the hioreasing wants of the county in this di- 
rection. 

' Among the great wants of the county at the present time are comfort- 
able and pheasant school houles. Although some distr'cts have exhibited a 
cfommendable libefaUty in the erection of school houses, there are many 
o'thers to all appearance eijfually able with the former, who send their schol- 
ars to schools kept in hovels of various valuations, from fifteen to one hun- 
dred dollars. 

According to the reports- of the town clerk-s to this office, there ar$ in 
our county two school houses valued at J15 each ; one at ^16 ; one at 
$20 ; otie at $50 ; one al $25 ; three at $75 each, and five at $100 each. 
Some of these so-called *'8chool houses" are situated in districts inhabit- 
ed by people who, I am inolin^ to think, would feel very uncomf jrtable if 
their horses and cattle had no better buildings to shelter them. Not be- 
ing willing to subject myself to a prodecutii)n for slander, and to the disa- 
greeable necessity of **offering the truth in evidence," I refrain from point- 
ing out the districts above referred to, hoping that this allusion to the fact, 
if it should ever come under their notice, will induce a train of reflections 
that will result in their determination to erect such houses for the educa- 
tion of' their children as will prove to the world that, in their opiaion, they 
have not discharged theii* w lole duty to their country, whose free institu- 

;tions are dependent for thcii* perpetpity upon the intelligence and virtue 
6f its citizens, until they have placdcf 'within the reach Oi* all the children 
of t leir district, such means of mental and moral culture, as will, if im- 
proved, prepare them for the great duties that; must eventually devolve up- 
on, th^mi. . . 

I am aware that it is not my especial pr6vin'ce to suggest legal remedies, 
but T will hazard the assertion, that if parents were compelled%y law to spend 
only three hours each week in tne school house where th'feir children spend 
B?x fiolirs each day five dajs in the week, cold and cheerlep 'School houises 

'would soon disappear. 

Another thing I would notice with regard to the people of our county in 
general, is their want of an every-day manifestation of interest in their 
district schools. Many appear to think that when they have voted a sum 
of money for the support of schools they ,haye done their whole duty. 
This is a grave error, and otie which does its part in decreasing the effi- 
ciency of our schools.. E.very parent should frequently enquire of his 
children how they arte gejfctihg along in their studies, and* ascertain wha6 
their progress is. As one means of doing this he' should visit the school 
in which his children are receiving their education at least once a month, 
and ag much oftener as he can.. The good eflfects of such a coiifse are so 
dbvlbus'that it appears to be unnecessary, ev^n if my limits perrnitted, to 
attempt to show them Tet how few ever set their feet inside of a 
school house as visitors. And among those who do sometimos visit tlie 
'school, there are some whose visits are "few and far between'^ Every 
pietsbn ought to know from personal oD^ervation how the school prospers ; 
whiither thtf teabher does his duty ; whether the scholars are correct in 
their deport^ment 'kiid are progressing in theif studies ; and. especiully 
whether that moral support is givei^ to the teacher which oughii to be giv- 
en t<^ ehJEible bitn to ^et alon/g pleasantly in' 'the government 6f the school. 
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TIi« people of this county do not visit their schools enough ; they do not 
appear to think enough about them, and hence they,. in many Instanoes, faal 
to secure .the amount of good from their schools that * they ought to get, 
considering the money expended in their support. , Bit while it is true 
that educational matters, in some aspects, are not what they should be, it 
is encouraging to know that it is not all dark. 

Among the encouraging features they preiBent, it gives me pleasure to be 
able to saj^ that it is the desire of many of the teachers of our county, to 
avail themselves of all the opportunities which present themselves, in order 
the better to qualify themselves to discharge the duties of their responsible 
calling. Their attendance upon teachers' institutes, associations and nor- 
mal schools, their perusal of educational works and educational periodicals, 
added to their own experience, has enabled a goodly uumber of them, to 
take a respectable position in the ed]icational corps of the State. But 
candor compels me to admit, that there are still some among us, who call 
themselves teachers, and whom necessity compels us, sometimes, to em- 
ploy as such, who appear to have no consciousness that there is a higher 
excellence in their, avocation to which they should aspire. Hence we find 
them employing their leisure time in poring over some trashy novel, or 
studying a fashion plate, rather than something calculated to.ngiake them 
better teachers. It should be the ardent prayer of every good friend of 
education, that this class of teachers (if ladies) would soon get satisfac^ 
tory offers of marriage, qiut teaching and '* settle down ;" and if gentle- 
tnen, that they should very soon discover that they had mistaken their 
calling. As the value of our schools depends so much upon the €;£S,ciency 
of our teachers, it is to be regretted, that more effective legislative pro- 
yision has not been made in our State for the establishment of normal 
Schools for the education of teachers. Such schools located in such parts 
of the State as to enable those who are preparing for the profession of 
teaching, to attend at^small pecuniary sacrifices, would do more to raise the 
character of our common schools, than could possibly be accomplished by 
the same expenditure in any other direction. It would enable the State in 
a short time to supply its schools with teachers, not only qualified, in' 
literature and science, but also well *' posted'' in the philosophy oi' teach- 
ing. 

This ooui^ty is at present divided into four inspection districts, in ^ch 
01 which I have held two meetings for the examination of teachers. Dur- 
ing the year I have issued 86 certificates in all, 14 of these were* second 
grade, and 72 were of the third grade. Tbfere are four first grade certificate* 
in force in the county* issued by my predecessor, making in all 90 certifi- 
cates. , 

I, was relieved from the duty of holding an iiistituto by the enlightened 
policy of the State board of normal regent s^ who; sent ujs their agent, who 
continued with us almost two weeks, and succeeded, we trust, in doing a 
good work for the cause of education in this county. The good attendance 
of our teachers, and the interest they manifested augurs well for the 
future of our schools. I cannot but think, that the last year has been one 
of substantial progress to our schools, and although to a casual observer it 
may scarcely be perceptibe, it is, nevertheless, real, and sufficiently en- 
couraging to induce us, as teachers and school officers^to %^ <yQkW^^\^^ 
in the good work* 
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: I have, daring tfee'^af, visited officially every- dchool m ttid ooUhtyi 
i^ih a fbw exception^, once a term. Those exceptions were mainly on ae* 
ootint of the fact that the terms of these schools were so short) that 1 
could n<)t get around l)ofor^ they expired 

W. R. Alban, County Sup ^ntendent. 

RICHLAND COUNTY. 

f 

The general'state of our schools is encoutagrng, althottgh there are many 

improvements needed^ and the supply of fully qualified* teacher's is too 
small. . ; 

There have been five new school houses built during the past year. Thd 
old' ones remfain'ili statu yrto> if not "a little more so.*' 

We have had but two graded schools There are two or three other 
districts where they might probably be established with benefit, could the 
people be convinced of their ability to support them. 

The whole number of applications for certificates during the year has beed 
18?, of which 130 have been granted: two being of the- first grade, one of 
the second, and the remainder including regular third grade certificate8> 
district certificates) and certificates granted on special petition from dis* 
Irict boards. Many limited certificates have been rendered necessary by 
two causes : liU Kot morci than fifty per cent, of the' applicants passed 
in every branch. 2dv The demands of the districts cot^ld not otherwise 
be supplied. 

The number of certificates now in force for the chiming winter is but 
kiinety'-three. 

Some of those teaching Under district certificates have by their tact, 
faithftilness, and ability to teach what they know, given marked satisfac- 
tion to their patrons. 

The general average of attendance on the part of pupils seems to be 
fcbout twelve per cent, better than last yeah 

The general deportment seen in the schools has been good, in some casei 
far above the average, but in two or three instadc^s, owing to local in* 
iluences, or inefficient management, it was decidedly bad. 

A greater supply, and more uniformity of text books are much needed. 

There is plainly too little visiting of the schools on the paVt of parents 
and district boards, but there are pleasant exceptions to the rule, which I 
tope will multiply, as this want| with many others, has been.brought in va» 
rious ways before the public. 

I held an institute at the county seat, in the month of October, which 
Was pretty well attended,, and much interest on the part of the teachers 
Vas manifested in its exercises. 

As to the *' township district system'^ I can 'only say that it presents 
many striking advantages. Some difficulties triight be found in the dispo* 
sition of the present school houses, and in the satisfactory location of the 
supeTior grades of schools through the towns. Probably these difficulties 
t3an be obviated, but it Strikes tiie that the best mode of doing this is yet 
to be contrived. • . • " . , 

Why cannot the law concerning certificates be so amended as to aUoW 
ft ytzperintie^dent iu^'one county to make good within hia^^orisdietioa tli« 
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certificate issued by tlie sitpcrftitendettfr of anotW cotlilty ? This cbllld 
be effected bj,a simple endorsement, giving the owner pert\iissidn to te'dcli 
in a given tnirn or district in the county until the ne«t subsequent 62ami 
nation, leaving the original certificate to speak for itself a» to examinatiofn 
and grade of the teacher. 

This endorsement might be left optional with each superintendent, wh'di 
if he should choose, could still require an examination or other proper evi*' 
dence of^erit, before granting license. 

Some alteration of the law to this end *wottld not only be CbnV(?nient tof 
all parties, without endangering the grade of any county, btlt would be 
likely to facilitate the passage of surplus teaching material from countie)i 
where it is abundant, to thofio in which the supply is less than the demdndi 

Wm. C. Wright, OouMi/ Superinhndent. ' 

ROOK COUNTY.— (First DisTHiCT.) 

I have the pleasure of reporting that the condition of the schools in the 
First Superintendent District, during the past year, has been quite en^ 
coiiraging to the friends of education, considering the disadvantages under 
which we have labored. There have been many things well calculated to 
divert the attention of the people from the cause of education, and there 
remains much to be done before, as a whole, the schools become what they 
should be ; yet T doubt whether they have ever been better sustained or 
better conducted than during the past year. It is true, the aftendance, 
particularly of large pupils, has been somewhat less, owing to the increas-* 
ed demand for labor, and the attendance of those registered, in some local- 
ities, quite irregular, owing, no doubt, to the thoughtlessness of patrons ; 
but the better classification of the pupils, and the higlior attainments of 
the teachers have more than balanced these Josses. 

High taxes and war prices have not prevented the people, in all locali- 
ties, from providing for the comfort and intellectual growth of their chil- 
dren Four new and commodious school houseis have been erected m this 
Superintendent District during the past summer, and it is highly gratify- 
ing to be able to state that they are all of good size, well arranged, and 
tastefully finished, reflecting much credit upon the inhabitants of the dis-» 
•tricts in which they wore built. Three hundred dollars was raised for 
building purposes, at the previous annual meeting, in each of three other 
districts m which larger and more .comfortable houses were sorely needed ; 
but they failed to raise an additional amount sufficient to erect suitable 
houses, and the children will again be crowded into low rooms without any 
proper means of ventilation— seated upon uncomfortable forms — part of 
them so near the stove as to be almost roasted, while others are nearly 
frozen Many of our school houses should bo re-seated, and the forms so 
arranged as to accommodate small, a* well as large pupils, and all sHoUld 
be provided with more perfect means of ventilation. 

But very little has been done towards providing globes, maps and charts, 
and yet, the majority of the schools are entirely destitute of these very 
Important aids to the teachers, and ornaments to tl)^ school room. 

There, are but two OTadedi schools in this Superintendency— one. at "Ek- 
aiisVille and one at Eagerton-~of two dcpaitm^\i\.% s^^^. \v^x^ -wt^s^ ^^-^^ 
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qther schools, in e(Lch of which, two teachers are emplojecL l^heae latter 
should be provided with two . apartments and thoroughly graded. The 
noise and confusion consequeat upon. having two teachers laboring in the 
same room, is very detrimental to these schools. 

At the fall examinations, which were held for the whole count j, there 
were one hundred and seventy-two applicants for certificates. Of this 
number, one. hundred and twenty-three received certificates of the Third 
Grade ; fourteen of the Second, and three of the Fir^t. Sixty-four of 
the third grade were given but.fpr jsix monthjS. It was. found ne<Jls8ary to 
g^ant so large a number of limited certificates, that all the schools might 
pe supplied with teachers. It was thought better to bring all up to a 
proper standard, rather than. by the presentation of less difficult questions 
to place certificates for the full term within- reach of a sufficient number of 
the candidates to supply all the schools. Those to whom were granted 
but limited certificates, generally, showed marked improvement at the next 
examinations. 

At the spring examinations for this district, there were ninety -four ap- 
plicants, of which number sixty- two were accepted, all receiving certificates 
of. the third grade. Seven limited certificates were given upon applica- 
tion of district boards, and twenty-one were given ,fpr six p[ionth»,*to can* 
didates who were unable to attend the public examinations. 

One hundred and thirty-three different persons have been engaged iu 
teaching, in this superintendency, during the year, of which number, but 
thirty-seven were males. Only nine were employed in the same school 
during the year. Too much cannot be said against this almost universal 
practice of changing teachers every term. My pbservaticns, made while 
visiting the schools, have convinced me, that a good teacher can accomplish 
at least one third more in the same school, duntig the second, than during 
the first term. Monthly reports to the superintendent were required of the 
teachers, during the last tjerm. These furnished me with much useful in- 
formation as to the condition, wants, and progress of the schools, and no 
doubt stimulated both teachers and pupils to greater efforts in their work. 

Many of the teachers have manifested a commendable 4?sire for improve- 
ment, and have labored zealously for the improvement of their scho'ols, 
while a few have shirked the public .examinations, and *'Kept school'' with- 
out making teaching a study, or inspiring their pupils with a thirst for 
knowledge. There will be some of the latter class so long as the opinion 
prey ails, that a poor teacher will answer for a backward school. 

The deportment of pupils on the days of visitation, was generally good, 
and but few cases of corporal punishment were reported. 2,494 pupilB 
were registered during the summer, with an average daily attendance of 
1,654. This shows great irregularity of attei^dapce, which I believe to be 
the greatest evil in the schools. I have suggested, as a remedy for this 
",evil, that the district board of each di&trict establish rules requiring reg- 
ialar attendiince on the part of pupils, and in case of failure to comply witn 
such rules, that the pupils so failing, be suspended during the remainder 
of the terra, in which such irregularity occurs. Objections might be taken 
to this measui;e, as it^ would probably drive some from the schools, who 

of an education : but while all should enjoy 

nor justice, tq allow a few pu* 



should enjoy the advlntage of an education : 
these iidrantages, it is heither sound policy, h( 



IhK V attending one day and absenting themselveB tke next^ to so break 
Hip the classification and retard the pYogtess of the school, as to hinder 
those who^ by regular attendance, sees to make proficiehcy m their stndieB. 

During the Bummct titm, thete wfere made> by the school district offic^rsi' 
but fifty-seven visits to the Schools, and but three hundred by other patrons. 
Thirty-eight schools Were not visited by either of their dfstxict officers, and 
fifteen wefe not ^sited by neitW officers nor patrons. This shows a la* 
tnen table disregard of duty, and carelessness on the part of officers and 
patrons ; but 1 cannot believe it is attributable to a want of interest in the 
i3chool«. 

District boards do not Seem to tind^tstand that the law makes it thdr 
dtity tc vi«it their schools, and lo make all the needful rtdes and regula* 
tiouB for the rovernment of the. same^ and parents do not yet see the im- 
portance of soQool Visitation, aii a means of stimulating and encouraging 
both teachers and pupils. While they are willing to providie, pecuniarily, 
for good schools, and are generally demanding higher attainments, and 
earnest, well directed efforts on the part of teachei-s, they fail to cheer 
^em on in the great Work of education, by theilr occasionail presence in the 
Bchool room. ! 

13.. A. Richards, Oonntp Superintendent 

llDCK: COUNTY.— (Second DrsTRiCT.) 

School IJodsk^ — Thfere are iu this super! nteirdent •diBtrict> not intslu* 
'ding the city of Beloit, eighty-onfe school houses,' jof which eleven Vire 
i>uilt of stone, four of brick, and sixty-six are frame buildings. The aver- 
'age value of these, according to the statistical Reports, is $306. 00,' and the' 
aggregate, J24,B25.50. The lowest valuation is $0.50, and the highest 
^52,500.00. Clinton Juncitioh can boast of the best house, while thai of 
fitter's Corners is estimated the lowest. 

The great advance in prices, during the past yeiar, has discouraged im- 
^ovemente in l^uildings and in their appurtenanties, ho that but -one neW 
school house has been erected in that time, and only i^ few additions madcL 
to charts and apparatus^ $1,974.11 is the amount expehifed for these 
})urposes. For the sake of such im^proVeitoents, it ifi desirable that the 
** better time coming " may soon come, for not more than one-half of our 
school houses are equal to the demands ahd circunrstaticcs t)f the districts 
m which they -are situated, and but fifteen school? are supplied With out* 
kne maps, and only thirty ti aye the proteCtiion 'of a fente to presefve their 
•flessioBS, as well as their ptay-gtoUnds from the annoyances of cattle and| 
t)ther nuisancer thai -rttn iq the streets. . The. best, apology that probably 
*oan Ve made for this condition of affairs is that most o^ tho school build-= 
ings were erected several years ago,' yihen settlements' wei'fe more sparse, 
•and the means of the settlers ^uite linuted, and since then opportunities 
for making imj^-remenfrs have been genwaliy put. off: until more; conveini- 
■^t times. 

G-RADED St;H0OLS> — There aire but two schools in this superiotendeaoy 

that can be classed under this head ; one at Shopiere containing two djB- 

ipartments^ and the other at Clinton Junction containing three. In each 

^ ihese superior educatio&al fa4)iliti«s »re>furnffghedy •and consequently the 

■ 4«u«»- 
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attenclftnoe of the more advanced pupils, in the tiranolies of a commoti 
school education is retained. Two departments might be profltabljr estab-^ 
lishpd in .the sehools in the yillaffes of Milton/ West Milton, and Emerald 
Grove, and probably in other pmces had not the expensive policy of en- 
amalling districts been, in some localities, previously pursued. I am hap-' 
py to say that the advantages of a graded school are to be enjoyed in a 
part of the last mentioned places duriqg the ensuing year. 

TsAGHKBS.T-^ne hundred and forty-three teachers have been employefd 
in this district during the whole year, of whom one hundred and six were 
females, and thirty-seven were, m^les. The former class largely predomi-r 
nated during, the winter^ and iqet generally with as good success in every 
respect as the latter. . Indeed, for the management and iostruction of thisr 
dass of pupils that usually attend our public scho6}s, I would, iProm oIk 
servation, rather give the^ the preference. In. the light of this fact, there 
oannot be a necessity for that practice, so common in some school districts, 
of. changing teachers once in a year, so as to have a female for the summer 
term, and a male for the winter. If one of the former class was reem- 
ployed for the winter, she would not only^e less expensive than one of 
the 'latter, but would also, from a knowledge of the wants and progress of 
her pupils, be generally more serviceable. Some districts realize the im-^ 
portance of this fact, and have retained the same teacher during the year> 
and, 1 may say; that the schools under the charge of these have been gen^ 
ei^filly. among the best. ;Th ere are thirteen of t^is class, and there are 
nineteen that have been employed one term or more in the same school as 
dicing the previous year. 

About fifty have been engaged in teaching during both terms, and about 
t|la same number have ii^ otner employmenCr, It is quite probable that not 
more than this number intend to make, teaching an occupation for life. 
This is not strange, when there is considered that the average wages paid 
duidng the year to male. teachers was. but ^27.76, and to female teachers 
but $18.72. While this is enough and more than enough for the incom- 
petent or un&ithfnl,, there is not a sufficient discrimniaiibh made in favor 
of those who are. desirous of folio wing, this profession and who are an hon-' 
or to it, to induce them to make a more thorough and extensive prepara^ 
tion for its duties. . 

In respect ;to ability to teach and tact in management, as manifest on 
my days of visitation, .the teachers might be djvided into three elasses^ 
good, average, and po^,. having about equal numbers in each. Nearly all 
aire worthy of commendation jGor their earnest endeavors to discharge their 
duty, some are entitled- to great praise for their fiattering success, biit a 
few ought never to be allowed again the eare of a school, on account of 
their unfaithfulness, or their inability to govern either themi^elves or ethers^ 

The average age, experienee, and Schelarship of the teachers, may be 
gathered from the following summary : Thirty-four teachers were under 
twenty years of age ; ninety-three between twenty and thirty ; thirteen 
between thirty and forty ; and three over forty. Thirty-two wore. without 
prefvious experience in their vocation ; eighty-six had taught from, one to- 
ten terms ; twenty-one from ten to twenty ; an^ four, more than twentv. 
There were one hundred and seveo^-ioJOT: applicants for certificates at the 
public examinations in the fall ana spring, of whom thirtjt failed ( o p(as»> 
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ex&minniioD, on^ bundled and tiretity«dk rea^iVed' thitd gttiAe or limHdl 
certifioates, fourteen sei^ond grad6, and fbi:^ fii'st grade. The average 
standing of those was six in a scale of whioh teil iiG( perfection. The num^ 
bet whose average standing was b^low flv6 i^ ttrenty-six ; above five and 
below six, sixty-two ; above six and below sevien, fifty-two ; above «eveli* 
and below eight, twenty-three ; above eight and below nine, ten ; above 
nine, one. Tbe standard of perfectioti is' not an ideal one, but within the 
reach of every persevering and faithful student ; nor again, is it so low as 
to flatter a teacher with possessing qUa^lifi^atioiib to which he is as yet a 
stranger. 

PoPiLsl-— The average daily attendanop of pupils is sixty-seven per cent, 
of the number registered) and the average number registered in each term 
is sixty-tWo per cent, of those legally entitled to school |Mriviloges. It wili 
bo fleeti from this, that one-third of the jtiihe of registered jpupils is lost by 
irregularity of attendance and that not quite forty-two per cent; of tho 
children, between four and twenty years of age^ receive aaily instrueifon 
during both terms in the pdblio ikcfaool. If there should be added to tho^ 
latter ratio the per cent, of those under the age of six yeurs, that are not 
and should not be sent to sdiool, and the per cent; of those attending 
high schools and academies, not reporting to tfais' office, the disproportion 
would not seem so great or lamentuble. 'But after making due allowane«8 
for these causes, and for the absences oeoasioned by the great demand for 
men and labor in consequence of our national struggle there still remain 
grounds enough for the assertion, that .the daily attendanoe of = pupils is 
forty per cent, less than it might and should 'l^i' - But this is not the 
measure of the evil influence of absenteeism and irregularity of attendance^' 
The injury done in this way to the education of our youth is more serious 
BtilL The absent pupil not only loses himself the= advantages of the school, 
but also, works an injury to the classes to w^ioh he belongs. The blame 
for. this loss of time and waste of invaluabh privileges, rests, no doubt, in 

{art upon the teacher's want of inteiei^ in his vocation, or npon his ina* 
ility to elicit &6m his pa|Hlt a love for'tbesch<)ol room, tot in a moch 
greater degree upon the thoughtlessvesB of piirenlts, o« their ittappreciation 
^'the importance of regularity of dttendance anA-of the value of education. 
The super in ten dant can, in some '^steasure^' correct; >tbis evil, by refusing 
taertificat^s to teichecs that have prbvM*' their inoapabity to araw forth 
from; their pupils a love for study, and by some ' influences, that he can 
Wing to bear upo^n the parents th«raselVes/but it eannot be entirely eradi^ 
tMkted without a system of compulsory attendance, which, if not opposed t« 
the policy of a republican ffovernraent, i« at least otpposed' to the senti* 
oients at present entertained by thei people. -'^ i 

PATsOirs.-^In some districts, the school board and' other pakons, take 
«r commendable interest in their schools, and cheer and strengthen the 
teachsr by their frequent visits, while In othent thiere is a remissness ia 
4|ohool visitation, which, if it does not betray a bkm^orthy carelessnoss, 
unst proceed from an undervaluiiig' of the importanee of this dutyv Tbfs 
«obool district officer should bear in mind, thiat by aoceptiag his office, hs 
has given a promise to visit his district school, and that, if he faiisUo dia 
^hlfl^ ho breaks his word as well as neglects aa' important trust. In order 
4hat there« might be moro frequent visitations^ «iia some syat^vv \a. \qs^^k£&1|^ 
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tlMMM, I woiUd suggest tbaJi tbe olerk vbould makd a lisfof the patront in 
kis district, and appoint tbe tiiqes when each in turn should perform this 
du.tj. If such labors were expended, in every district, an aiuple reward 
would be reaped not only in the renewed courage and zeal, of both teachers 
and pupils, but also in the increased interest and better directed efforts of 
ibe patrons themselyes. 

Albert WBtTFoioi C6imty Superintendent, 

SAINT CROIX COUNTY. 

1. School Hausxs.-*-A large part of the school houses in this coonty 
are new, well built, painted, well lighted, ;bat poorly ventilated. Sonre 
ave. models for neatness and architecture finish, suitably enclosed andpro" 
vided with a well or cistern, ample play-'grouads and convenient out build" 
logs. A few are mere shanties, built of rough boards school-pefia, rath" 
er than school houses. Sueh were hastily thrown up to answer but tern*' 
porarily the immediate wants of a newly formed district ; but have been 
suffered to remain, year after year, an eye sore by the way-side, a. place 
uncomfortable, unattractive and loathsome to the little victims immured 
within their waUs. There are but two log school houses in tjis ^oounty, 
and one of these is very comfortable and by no means unsightly in,ap^ 
pearance. . But one school hous* has been built in this county during the 
past season ; this, like others in the newer and less populous towns, al« 
though by no means faultless: in some respects, indicates liberality and ed^ 
ncational progress in public sentiment, highly commendable and encour-' 
aging. 

2. Graded ScHOOLS.-^We have two graded schools in this county; 
One in the city of Hudson is organized with ionr departments, and sup^ 
plied with competent and earnest teaohers The other in the village of 
New Eichmond has been receQtIy organized ; but located in a liberal and 
enterprising community, and provided with a well constructed building, itf 
destined in its maturity, to rank high among s^ooli» of its kind. 

3. TEAGHERS.--!-Four .teachers now residing in this county are holding • 

•eertificates of the first grade; two of the second, and forty-four of the 

third grade. All except four of the tcaehers holding certificates of the 

third grade, were examined both in the spring and fall with different 

schemes of quest ons ;. the scheme for the fall examination being far more 

difficult and comprehensive. Of all the candidates for license to teach who. 

have offered themselves for examination during the past year, eighty p^ 

cent, have been acoepted ; two only have received the highest number in 

every branch, on a scale of 10. The number 6f questions wfcich were re^ 

quire^ to be answered correctly was set at 60 per cent, of all that were 

presented in the scheme. 'None .wieve licensed who fell below this in any 

branch. Most of the failuriss were! in Orthography and Mental Arithmetic 

. Of the whole number of teacherB in this county, twelve mak& teaching 
their principal vocation ; six are engaged eight or nine months in the year,- 
and five only, have been employed in the' same schools this year as in< the 
preced'ng year. .! 

Our teachers generally evince a commendable zeal in th^r work, and a 
,ie»Xt for higher qualifications.. . Witb few ejmptions,. they have attendcci 
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the institutes in whicb many of tbe more ^tperienoed have taken an aetive 
part, Our institutes have been large and spirited. Professional gentle- ^ 
men, especially clergymen, have encouraged them by their presence and in- 
struction. Those teachers who priae and attend institutes, are the most 
successful. The very fact that they put themselves in the Way to learn and 
improve, is in their favor, and what they hate learned they are apt to make 
available in the management of their schools. 

Pupils. — A very few instances of matked insubordination have come to 
my knowledge during the past year. Good order has generally prevailed 
in our schools, even to the exclusion of all kinds of communication among 
the pupils in school hours. I have met with but ono teacher who allows 
and defends the practice of whispering in school, land that is a teacher of 
remarkable quiet nerves. 

Irregular attendance is the complaint ^f almost every teacher. The 
whole number of pupils in our county, attending school, is 2,078.» Tlie 
whole number of days attendance ^)f pupils, during the past year, has been 
about 126,000 ; it should have been nearly twice that number. =' 

Owing to irregularity in attendance, the county has lost, in the aggre- 
gate, 50 per cent, of all appropriations and expenditares in 'behalf of our 
public schools. But the loss does not end here By this cause classes 
are deranged, teachers discouraged and parents dissatisfied. 

Many of our schools are poorly suppli^ with books, — others suffer for 
want of uniformity. 

To remedy the evils mentioned, and others of less magnitude, a circular 
has been printed and sent to the different District Boards, calling attention 
to existing facts, and suggesting measures which might be serviceable for 
the end proposed. . , 

During the past year, educational meetings have been held in different 
parts of the county, which have been well attended and seemingly produc- 
tive of good results. All nece^ary taxes and expenditures for schoolpur- 
poses seem to be cheerfully boiHe, and higher wages for the services of 
teachers accompany the demand for higher Qualifications*. 

I have taken much pleasure and interest in the enjoined duty of viisiting 
and inspecting the sehooli^ under my supervision; more especially as pa- 
rents, children and teachers have given me a hearty welcome, and haVe 
kindly received my advice and suggestions ; thus showing a sympathy vf ith, 
and an interest in the objects of my visit. ' 

During the year I have visited every distrijot : twice, in which a school 
was in session, spending fr«*m two to tmree hours at each visit*. In general, 
I have found the schools in good condition; ' teachers earnest and indus- 
trious, and pupils orderly and studiolts' < 'But T hare beeti too often p&ini^ 
by glancing at the register, to find that from one-third to onio-half of the 
pupils were absent. I have also regretted to learn that the schools are sel- 
dom visited by parents or by the district board, and that Some excellent 
teachers wero much disheartened on account of the apathy and indiffcrenoe 
of the patrons and guardians of the school. 

But with all the drawbacks which have been mentioned, our schoc^ls are 
improving. Our teachers Are becoming better qualified; are aiming at hish- 
er culture in themselves, and better methods of imparting instruction t6 tne 
youthful mind and heart. . .. i ' 

A. H. WiLi>^ Coual*^ Su'2wvrX«»^'^* 
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; . SAUK COUNTY. 

la €omplianoe wUh janr request of Auguat 28tb, I aubmit ihefollQwiog 

Special report of the oonditien of oonukioo schools of this County.: 

. 1. School Housi^a. . My Statistictd Report shows that there have been 

!(|3766.25 raised,, dutiog the year, for the building of School Houses, and, 

I think, during the time there hate been throe log, one stone, and fiye 

Jlraine school houses iOompleted» ^r are in process of completion. 

As the standard of qiialificatioris of teachers is devated, thero is more 
interest manifested in school buildings, pky^ounds, and more tasty sur- 
routidings generally, as mkht have been anticipatied. 

Bvt» m many districts tne^ do not yet eeem to realise that a close, un- 
yentilated room with dark walls and a filthy playground and huildim^Sy 
haTe anything to do with the child's education condaciye to coarseness of i 
. BBff ntal and moral ff^oulties. 

Others are more alive to thesie things and do every thing perhaps that 
they can, consistently with thei)r means and circumstances, to make the 
Sohool House and playgrounds what they should be, a **Aome" for chil- 
vdrea, a place where. thsy may fsultivate the perceptive faculties, and be- 
come practically ao(|uainied with Ssthetics, the'Bciefnce of Beauty. I 
sometimes find on yijuting a <8ehool, it ])iay bie in some old log school houae 
^^the teachet in su0h oltsei shofuld doubtk^a have the criddii — the walla cov- 
ered with nice pictures and paintings, ( r decorated with evergreen festoons, 
fth^s throwing around every thing within, an itspeet of cheerfulness. 

The ornamental is not oblyi attended to, but at least in one inatanoe I 

rknow that .the prupjls: on amving.-at school found, to their great physical 

comfort, all the seats upon which they were accustomed to &it, fnom jBbor 

t^.piK inches lower,. baused by tne ra&q>irg effects of an old saw thai the 

.•tef^oher had borrowed that morning. . 

, Thus the teacherd having left teachine and gone to eduoatangy their in- 
I fluen^e-^nay already be seen as well as felt. '. \w 

2. Graded SoHOpiiS. ; We Jbave ei^ht districts, that have each two or 
pilMreT d(^rtm^ts :0pp(roxitaating v»r^ or. lees^ <nea% the Graded^ Sohool ; 
.pae of these has thre^ departments, and another three in summer and -file 
in , irinter. - ^ ' . . 

/In most if jiot all of these si^hools, the pijinoipaLteacherexereisiesagea- 
eral supervision over the differertt depaiiimeiits, fand, on examination of at- 
((tai^mentSv4eeides. on a puj^l's ability to enter theitctt higher department. 
: There are thi^O/OUievidislricftil.W'here they. should have graded sdiocds, 
a^d: probably wronld bftve,i}f> tbeyj bad suitable buildings, as it is a.-vmoh 
^jncpre economic way; a# vfellias'a moire effioielit and successful one of edueal^ 
)itigrpupils. I tra^ the ^mmberiOf tliede fltohools will be increased the com- 
ing winter, r.- !..'«••;••..• '^ 

,B. Tbaohbrs. Therearetfome 0ighty who make teaching their priM- 
pal business, twenty who te^h only daring the wUnter, aad a few others 
just commencing, who intend tO mbke this their;busine$s, at least till thn^ 
;get up a small ptivate sobooJ. ; The temainder of our teachers make tills a 
04^pping stone t<o somethii^g eke. As the teaeho^ advanoe in attainments, 
t&eir required ability^ at exami^tions, is elefvated, b^ giving more diffi- 
cult questions, and holding the minimum standai:i,at dxty per oent. 
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At my &11 ozs^minationfi, 93 caadidates presepted jtbemselyes, to whom 
were granted : 

Third grade certificates , . , 

Second do - ,-••• * - • - 

First do i ; .... 

Total .,, , > eJB 

At the spring examinations 169 candidates presented themsekeb, to 
whom w&r6 granted : ■.» 

Third grade oertifi'cates . . . . , .111 

Secona ido :.., • , ........ 2 

Total.... ....^ '- ^.......113 

After the close of the fall examinations I gave six or eight district o^r- 
tifieatds to subsequent applicants, and about as many more after the spring 
examinations. .,|. 

4. PcpiLS — ^I have no statistics by which I can ablate explicitly the av- 
erage of punctual attendance of pupils; judging, howeyer; from the schools 
as 1 found them, I should say that the average has been good, with an ex- 
ception or two which continued for a time. An epidemic prevailed in dif- 
ferent parts of the county, whijch^ at one time, reduced many schools quite 
low, and in a few instances,' broke them up Perhaps I ought to add also 
that the whortleberry seasotf had itM indAuence upon some schools. The 
general deportment of pupils has been very commendable ; I have heard 
no complaints, and of no djffi^qalty^ ^xoept 4n( one sehool where the patrons 
were more to blame than the pupils, and even this was transient. Pupils 
are well supplied with boo^s. where ij^er^ j^ ,an interest \n education, and 
where there- is not, they ;are ^9,t thus aiipF^Q^*"'* Where there. is a wHL 
there is a way," appUes forcibly heri^ 

5. Patrons. — The schoiols of Saixk co.\inty l\aye uot,' generally been 
visited as often as they should 'be, either by the patrons or offieers of th^ 
achoQl^ a few, however, hjavc; exhibited a commendable ze^ in t^is respei^t. 
There is one item that ts worthy of nojte: in one of tU: y^l^e districts^ 
ihey had a board, previous to last fall, composed of men Qf,,e^fp}lei»t busi 
ness habits, but not particularly interested ^ in school ,matte^^. who e^rr 
eised a gpod degree of ca^ti,Q9. in propuring good .teapb^{i» wi^ iu this I 
think succeeded, and paid, ^ood w^geSf fiere^ so fa^ as .special eftorts .fppr 
the sdl^ool were con^prned, they stopped; and afs a ponsequ^nce, tl^ir 
sctiools were not generally orderly^ .Thf^.pupilH, when, 9pt; finder .th^ ini- 
aediate ^lupe^vision of the teacher, were ,w^d .luid lawless. IhjBv wou^ 
€ven tear off the siding from the privy ana, the oasinff from the pilli^^^. cif 
:tbi9. school house, for the purpose qf J^in4liAg a:fire. TCHere ,was not a desk 
but what had been more or less cut wfth their. V^iyes. I'n.^hort ''destruo- 
tion" was 'Written upon every thing about, the house. I^o such an extent 
lis^ this state, of things been carried, tipcat tl^e ^princjiial. lawyer of t^ 
l^ilaee, at the a^tQual m^eting^^ as I.VLndeJCstandr.took the ppsitioii, that it 
e.Quld not ii;^ {Stopped, and epnsequently, was even opppsed t6 rep^ring itha 
pHyy# froiOi which the si4ing had ,been nearly all torn dL. But the S(fbool 
)u)usean4|irivyweve.i:^aired. The .n»w board, jit the ppeping of th;e 
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▼Inter scbool, publislied to tire pupils, some written regulations whicb 
fliiould govern either them or the board ; such as for any act above referrecl 
to the actor should be punished to the extent of the law, and f#r an un- 
intentional act, such as accidentally breaking a light of glass, the pupil 
should repair any such damage to the satisfaction of the board, etc. The 
members of this board visited the school, occasionally, and encouraged 
theii' teachers by their presence, and by timely suggestions. The result 
has been, that the district property has not since been injur^ in the Least 
and the discipline of their schools is far superior to what it had been« and 
in many respects it has been a model school, with teach.ers, whose reputa- 
tion for order was certainly no better when they went there, than the- 
Others had been. Let it be understood then that the schpol is, to a great 
extent, what the district and the district board make it 

6. Township District System op School Manaqbmbnt. — At my first 
examination of the township district system, as presented in the last annu- 
al report of the State Stipcrintendent. I thought that there were objections 
that would fully balance all the arguments in its favor, but these objections 
hate nearly disappeared. 

Give us the township system. 

I. W. MoRLiT, Oowhfy SftperintenderU^ 

SHAWAN AW COUNTY, 

(VO KBPOKT. ) 

SHEBOYGAN COUNTT! 

• • .... 

I forward to you a general report of the condition of the district schools 
in this county, their progress and improvement. 

Ist. But four new school houses have been built during tho past year, 
and not so tbuch progress made in improving the appearance of those al- 
ready built, and supplying them with suitable seats, desks, charts, etc., as 
ought to be made owin^ to the fact that our attention haD been given to 
the war. In bililaing, especial pains has been taken to make them con- 
venient atid cfomfortable. Several districts have delayed biiilding until 
more favorable titnes. ' ' '■•' 

2d. Thire is but one graded school— ^located at Sheboygan Falld, has 
three departments, and etnploys four teachers— in this county outside the 
city of Shebbygafi. It is well Su&tained. The villages of Green Bush and 
Plymouth, each employed two teachers last wiliter, and it is to be hoped 
that permanent gradM schools isay soon be established there, and also at 
Gibbsville, Mingnam, atid Glenbeulah. 

dd: At 'the public exitmination- of teachers in April last, t required 
60 per cent correct answers for a third grade certificate. 

Out of 201 applicants who applied, 64 passed high etaoiigh to receive a 
third grade certificate, ^rid one a first grade ; but several of this number, 
acting their profession during the examination, received a eertificate for 
'only six mbhtns. The ititprest felt by teachers/parents, and friends of ed- 
hcation, is fttieadily increasing* The present system of County Superin- 
tendents haii iset' teadbers at work to qualify' themselTes. Goiipetent^ e&- 
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ergetie, working ileadierB oommaiKl good pay aiid steady -emplojnneiit ;. but 
those who keep school beoaase it is easier- and. pays better than washing 
dishes often fail to get' schools. This is as it should be. The system of 
changing teaefaers, which has done much to make schools backward, is be- 
ing done ^ay with. > *: = . i . 

4th/ The average attendance has^ ooDsidering the scarcity of h^p, 
been good ; and scholars, except in backward districts, are well supplifid 
with b<<oks. Yartons methods have been tried to secure a large attend- 
ance, eaeh having its good point ; but those teachers, who have urged the 
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parents to assist them, have succeeded best. 
' '5th. Patrons ar& beginning to learn that upon their frequently visiting 
the school, conferring freely with the teacher, and exhibiting a lively inter- 
est in the progress of tlhe scholars,- as ^muoh depends a^upon the teacher. 
Many have supposed' that their iriyrkw9.B dond whea a teacher was hired, 
and the necessary books furnished ; but I am glad to see that this opinion 
is giving way. I have, during the year ending January Idt, 1865, visited 
126 schools, and find them making good progress 

6th. The Township • District System will, I think, supply the only 
link necessary to make our school code perfeotv Those who have given the 
subject any thought, must have felt that something was needed to make 
our school system work, that the system of district organization was ruin- 
ously expensive and tended to keep small districts backward. The Town- 
ship District System will remedy these evils, by having to support a less 
number of schools — ^for school houses may be so located in every town as 
ta save 20 per cent, and, at the same time better accommodate all the chil- 
dren — by making a greater uniformity m the schools, and doing away with 
many small districts that canilot afford to keep a school for more than 
three or four months during the yearv and that only by employing a * 'cheap 
teacher." Those miserably- uncomfortable houses, with= a single row oJf 
benches on three sides, would give place to houses built and furnished with 
a view to the comfort and convenience of the scholar. , 

I trust the next Legislature will enact such lawa aswill give us the ben- 
efit of the Township :8ystem soon. > . ^ > I . 

i ' • H Jk. Fo]|Bh:8,i OoMfUy Superintendent i 
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TREMPftALEAU ONUNTT. 
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• (NO ;B«P0RT0 . / 

VERNQN COUNTY. 



; I' 



(no ttlPQBfT.) 

■ "VVAL WORTH COUNTY. 

■■■■.'■ I .•'.•:. I • • : ■ 7 • , . . . ! 

Tn compliance with your ^irciilar of Aug. SOth^ I hereirith submit . the 
following brief Report of the conditi<!>h of the school interests of thi3 
county. ■ ''^' ' '■''. • ■ '= ■ ; ' '. ; • '^ 

Since the date of my last report, there have be^n built two neat and 
commodious district 'school hdi;isek, which supplant' %b many diliapidated 
structures, tbal^were fortdetly usied for tohool purposes^ also^ in addltv^^ 
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to' these bnildinge, ,tbe people of Gknet* and vieinily have erected a Y&tj 
•oMiVemeiit and eommodioiiB semiaarj, .oa ian eminidnkie 6yerlookiiig Geneva 
Lake,«t an expense of nearly ^,000i It is generally understood that tkis 
scbiinary is deAiffiied, in a great measure, to fit and prep^e teaofaerfi for 
their important duties in our district schools. Several distriAis^ have re- 
paired or ''patched np'^ theiir ><iemple of learning," waiting for a more {>ro- 
piiliipuB season to build.: : ./ • ! 

The number of graded sebeols in this ooHnty remains the sAiiie as t»- 
piQTiedla«t year ; /they are d^t in number, land tare oonducted by suooess- 
ful and experienced teachers. * . ■ 

. There are but few. if any^ other distriotsiiijAhe county ^hateould profit- 
ably sustain a graded schooL. 

Since my last report I h|ive examined thi^ee buftdred and, five applicaats, 
Jkod'have granted seven first-grade; /6, Becond, ami 23B third grade certifi- 
cates; ef these, 57 are eniployed in tho'tSamcedUKiliE^ aa during thepre- 
▼ioiu year. • 94 have no 6ther employ meiiti abd <89 have been engaged in 
teaching during the year, 

' The general ave^aige of punatuai attendanoe of- t^e pupils of the schools 
of this county, while soembers of the schools^- wasaoiatly.^Operoent., and 
yet when vie take into consideration the number of «hildrea of the county 
drawing public money, ibe panotualtatteodanQoiupgn ourisohools is alarm- 
ingly small. ••' ■ ' -■; ■■.:.. . ' .li • .»• 

The general deportvolent i of the* schools hafl: beeb goodv veryi good, w:ith a 
few rjire exoeptibns, during the past year. ' j :^ 

= In i^omo districts thereiis a 'maaiifest^defioieni^.bf ibooks^ while ^eneraUy 
the pupils iwre wdl «upplied. - ; : t- ^ . : ■ 

' iDuring the piEtst' year t^- ao^erest tnanifested <h^. .the pjations of the 
8ch<k>is has been of tliat passive tnature, which is uiiially visible at the <aQ- 
siual school meeting in voti»g the ueoessary fiuufibto oonduet the schools 
aaioedssfaily through tke comitig year; >and id bending ^heir children during 
the session of the same; . ; 

Tbo visitatiotKS of .the^patrons of the schools hi^ve been less frequent 
than in former years, owing probably to the .iJAot that .the i^inds of $he 
people are so <ve(^gr.6s»ed' in ■'wat'chiilg iind sustaining the Government 
in its efforts to put down this unholy rebellion. 

So far as the Towns}iip/]9ysteTn <^£ splyooli ■ piagw^ent is concerned, I 
most unhesitatingly recommcud its adoption in Wisoonsin, as I have seen 
its good effects in my native 6tikt^,'^helNf'it has wrought many changes 
. for the better in their schpol , system. It is. generally conceded by the 
friends of education in thid e6«nty,^ tKa!t' ^if ^idoption would be a step in 
advance, and it is to be hope^ ^jli,t^ Ju^gislature elect will incorporate 
it into our school laws at the coming session. 

Finnally, would we sfve.'OT^iry'ftate ^qi^ ^9ri^ption, our country from 
ruin, we must educate witn all the thoroughness which the interes«;s at 
^t^ke 4ep;^nd. %^ j|hp m^^ i^p^ t)^^hear<^.of Uie<)bH(^e&in the.gohoo^^^ 
. ..JTljLcj gij§^entj,pefi}j|^M wards tip ^ of, the uifjiw^ *W^ .fromtHe 

ignorance of large masses of the people, and the institutions and law^ de- 

(|ij^ned tq keep4h^m i^n^gnprau^ ..Ff^^Q^^^ moral and 

airtdleqtw'l,, a(r6 cause ^1^ 
:!t%t tmj^Uf^ tie^^ Qt,^Jgl^u#jjLpi^s.. can 
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stan^oQ the '*ha^,.w.4^o4i«icl itnbblovM ;p^ (Uirkened .Biin4s. Tlie deoUl 
of knowledge to the mass of the people, is certain d^h to a Ilq^l>llo«ii 
QoverDm^nt. Oberish, tbe^r-the.Publio 'Fif^ Spbopla -i^s t^ve bride does 
her jewels. Hoaor the teacher^ in then^, ais.siiQst worthy of enooiurag^ 
ment and respect, then, whatever mildness., ina,y; • seize, ,or judgment^ visit 
oth^r portions of, (the nation^. wher& knowledj^ is .seial9d up and Jaw for- 
bids instruction, the warm,, lunshine of a (favoring P^pvidenoe will.^ake 
our fields fruitful and fragrant, and intelligence and virtue will make /imr 
homes happy, and secure. , 

JL'J* C&i^^MY,CowUif SvperifUendenf,: 
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The schools of the County of Washingfon hkv^e improved very mtseh 
during the last year, in attendance asweU aski ' seliolarahip. The diffet- 
ent Districts of the County raised money enough ^to malke their school 
bouses more comfortable to the pupils as wieiliaf to the teeachers, and Where 
i those school houses ^that they i lot ended to build during this sumnifer are not 
even commenced, so does this not depend upo& t>he igood and earnest w41 
and wishes of the inhabitants of those plaoes and districts, 'buton the high 
-prices of all materials and on thelHghlwageK.a8ke(I'by the'laborers. '■•■ '< 

As soon as this present war is settled, our schools will flourish knove 
than' ever, for livany of *iiVF -ableBt 'youor teachers [have changed their books 
and pens for the mui^et and sword. * ^Wben! returned' they all Wili; it lis 
hoped by their fiends :knd patrons, a^ri<oliiig to the^^n^bk work ie^fthe 
education of the children/ = '■ • •' ^ '»:' » > -■ 

I >ezamined during > the' ptemous yeakr 281 'teachers, and '216 oertifiectiis 
of the 2d and 8d grade were granted i The average standing wagffrom 6 to 
7 on the adopted scale. The pattdtia loff our soheebi -are entitled to • inarqy 
thanics for the interest; they teok^intbe improvemeiit xif our sdhool» larid 
the assistance they gave to this office to get more influence upon those <wlio 
sire ^et too indiflerent towards >«ur sehookl, ^ouviitpiMbers, apd the>CMhication 
of our rising goneraiionv ' i' 

Yours KesreotfUliy* ' 

.• ■WAUBaiSHA-GO-UNTy,''' ''\ "■•",.'... 

In compliance With yours of Aug. 31st, I forwajrd^tJbe foHowikigircjIpfmal 
report: ■.',■; . •. •'•■ :-. m: <■ ■ •■ : • ; ! 

1. School Houses. Quit County is .pupi^Ued wiib 118 .imbUo.iiehQol 
buildings ; of these 8 aret^poaitively^ood.and pommodioujs, 15 are cpItlpad^ 
atively good, that is^ they are tdleirable, ^. (ire •absolutely intolerable. iattd 
disgraceful to enlightened ihunatiityi.. Th^riv9t«aiiii|ig %b SH the. tve^yiffg 
fdHtdes of gradation beAiv^eentjbie^ If wo. (extneoies.'. . > • ^.7i.:m,:; 

Two new buildings hav^.be0(&>' erected. daring jkhoipaatyclar ; tbtiiJifiQgi^t 
^ say 4ihat in Bizsrarrafgemfknt aiid><40QUuLiaelNMn«iodsAioqs t]^) dir^^ mni 
m to the times in /nU respedts. Two otbefs are lin mrcwesQ of bw)diei|gi|Oiie 
of which promises to be oommodiouaWd iaMiafiiJL >' T/WO Jiauseitialai^ fawRe 



'beeti eltehsiyely ¥|^paired iaind n^wV fluted. ' One lias rdeeiyed an acM{tion 
fdtii primary aepartrii'eht. ' ' ''■ ' ^ 

^he people ** talk about builiding *' and '*• ijatend to bnild " a large num- 
ber of n^w and elegfltnt sc/Hodl^bonfies, "as 86ot^ as the times get a little 
iiasier."' Mfcy t/he good time soon dome. • '* • ' — 

•'; 2. Gr'Abed SpfibOLS. ' 'Rii^t' schools in -the bounty bave. two or tnore 
dbpkrtmentg, and ate 'ghidtially; advancing to'wrards gradation. Two of 
•tbese'baive each tbree departments. 'Of the five having each two 'depart- 
ments, three merge the primary with the higher during the summer term. 
Five or six bthfef ^bdbls in't/he'cohntywould be greatly benefited by ar- 
ranging for a separate primary department, When a school averages sixty 
or more pupils, I have ^Qcoiiitaibnded th^) distHct board to place some 25 or 
30 of the younger pupils in charge of a primary teacher. This arrange- 
.tiieat bas worked admirably in eve^ry instance«!and I believe, giveo univcrs- 
nl satisfaction. :3?u^ils, teachers -and patrons all attest its advantages. In 
!<Hie instance where th« trial wa^ made by renting a room in a private 
dwelling, for one term, a pritnary room W4S immedintely added to the form- 
,eri school building. Others ooiltemplate enlai^ing or building soon, to 
'^rx)vide like aocomnu>dation8. : 

fi This system of grading schools may with profit; be adopted in nearly all 
of our towns alnd small villages. Nothing but mismanagement can pre- 
vent its success. * 

8% Tbaohbbs. — Ten, public examinations have been held during the year. 

^The number of applicants for license to teach has been 333. The number 

fbund ^titled to nrst grade certificates was §. The number found entitled 

to second grade certificates was 15. The number found entitled to third 

grade certificates was 286. Fifty of, theiihird grade licenseis were limited 

to six months-r— most of them on account of . inexperience. Those who 

.prove theim^elves poss^ftsed of V ability to teach," are edtitled to an ex 

ftensioa of. their certificates forithe remaining: shx months without tother 

'^amino/tion,' ^ .' .. i' 

A moderate gain is apparent in the* qualifications of the teachers of the 
county, as a whole, over the past year : a very marked advancement has 
been made by those who make teaching .a business. These teachers im- 
prove Jbheir9pportj:^ni]bie^, th,ey. read the Journal, they are found at the 
institute, teacher's* associiit ion, and at the school room before 9 o'clock. 

Comparatively few remain a second term in the same school, and fewer 
still a second year. Five- teabhef s hiVB ^^fbtinued each two years in their 
respective schools, and it is worthy of note, that no more prosperous schools 
iWt« found in ihe o^nftyi- ' = . ■''■ ".,'•• 

4. Pupils. — The general average of punctual attendance is in advi^nce 
> of the preceding yeieir/' Btill;1t is fkr. below What it should be. In point 
of deportment, I am most hkppy* to «ay, a decided improvement is mani- 
'fest. I^iimeto this cobelusidn, not' ttnly ftt)m what I see of the pupils 
ini the school roiom* and at their sports,' but from the representation of 
teachers ani more especially from! thcabsence of ttiueh of the obscene oitr- 
katures forincrly so abundant in most public 'school buildings. It is true, 
in this county, thui our «cb6ol- buildings suffbr les^s at the hands of the ' 
pupils than in formdiryear^. I insist upon the teachers attending to mat- 
t^m of tfah nature tKthiiitiridg diMgenceviii<" ' > " 
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Verjr little compUint is made for latk of bookd* Some 4.ie troubled tof 
Want of uniformity* We are more iaiwant of slates and ^od blackboards 
than books- 

5. Patrons. — I regret to nay that in a majority of instanoes more want, 
of interest than interest is manifested by the patrons. Still th^re are in 
nearly every district a few exceptions, in some, noble exceptions. 

What we heed most of all things ii& onr common school is a healthy pub-- 
lie sentiment on this, subject. When this is right)' it will right all other 
wrongd. ! - 

I am endeavoring) with the co-operation of many earnest teachers of out 
county^ to call attention to^the importance di patrons visiting and bec(Hn-* 
Ing interested in these things* We do this in part by holding picnnics in 
summer, and in winter, gathering several schools or parts of sokools at 
convenient times and places,, thus- bringing teachers, pupils^ and often a 
tolerable number of the parents, together. On these occasions, and in '• 
evening lectures, I endeavor to bring this subject home to tho peoplci show-* 
tng them how indispensible is their co-operation with the teacher. 

6. The Township District System was discussed at some length at one 
of our County Teachers' Associations. ^Several gentlemen of experience 
and observation wbo have witnessed, th^ .woi*kings of this system in othei* 
states, bore uniform testimony to. its superiority^ . I doubt not that un-i 
der its workings our dchool buildings would speedily, improve* It W;Ouldi 
also tend to elevate many schools now much neglected. I. see no reason 
why the cause of education would be retarded in any community, if suita^- 
ble provisions were made whereby those localiti^ possessed of more thau; 
an average shar^ of enterprise in educational matters were allowed to ap' 
propriate funds for the support df the schools in their respective sub-diV 
tricts, • 

7. SuGGESTioKs.-^Space admits of* my making o^ly two suggestions^ 
And, first, in my judgment, the time, is at hand when children under ^\%. 
years of age should be exclud^d^ by law, from our publiq schools. Oh this 
subject all educators are agreed. The health of th6 child* its future pro-? 
gress in education, and the attention due from the teacher to other pupib 
of proper school age, all demand it. 

My second suggestion relates, to th^ distribution of the school fund. 
Could the income of this fund be distributed on the basis of number of 
days the pupils attend school, instead of the number of children be;twoen 
the ages of feur and twenty years, a premium would be ofTered on attend-^ 
ance. This would doubtless have.a powerful influence for* gogd^ o.n th^ 
number of pupils attending school and the regularity of their attendance. 
Such a result would be of inestimable yalue to all our jschpols. Aud who 
is prepared to show that this is not the most equitable basis on which Sjuoh 
mqney could be distributed ?. An aiuendmeht of the State Oonstitutioi^ is 
needed so as to enable the Legislature to make the desired, changes, biit 
the subject can be agitated, and the minds of the people .prepared for thehi^ 

A, J)* SjL»j>tiiOKBQfff Count i/ SvperintendenL 

WAUPACA COUNTY. 

Having held ikii ofice only since l^he first of September last^ I fim un<« 
able to ^ive satisfactpry information upan some^ pf the points ^bout wJtiiak 
it is desirable that t should reportr 



I. School fioitBas. — t kiio# of only two sehool faonsM btiilt during 
tk)8;yeajr ; onb of these is a good frame building, tbe other a log bnidiog. 
Several of the old buildings have undergone a thorough course of repairingi 
and haye been rendered at onoe more oonffortable and attractive. A few 
of the schools have been supplied with one or more maps during the year, 
but there are still many schools poorly provided for in this respect. 

2* Gbadkd SOfiOOLS.-^There are three graded schools in successful ope- 
ration in this oounty, one of these has twee departments, the others two 
each. A union of two districts has been formed at New London this Ml. 
There wiU beat least three depaortment^. - A degi'Oe of interest is mani- 
fested (Sot the Tf elfare of sohools, which oousidering the t%'m€9, is oertainly 
ore^table. 

TsACfiiTRS.-^I have ^amined forty-fivo applicants for certificates} at the 
regular public examinations ; the number of certificates granted is as fol« 
lows: 

Thiifd grade» twenty^ninek 
Second grade, oix. 

. First gradC) two. 

To supply a deficieney of teachers, on account of many of our male 
teachers having entered the army, and others having left the county, I have 
issued three district certificates- to those who camel nearest the required 
standing. The benefits of normal schools are clearly seen in this county. 
Those teachers who attended Mr; W^rnli's normal school last fall, in nearly 
every instance, pass good examinations, and a very large proportion of 
them teach excellent schools. 

The educational interests of this county have steadily advanced during 
the past three years. Teacher's associations have been organised in many 
parts, which have done much to improve the teachers and to awaken an 
educational interest in towns where they at*e held. The teachers of this 
county, by patient study and continued application are becoming more ef- 
ficient, elevating their profession and seciiring the respect of tlie community 
at large* 

J. K. MoGbkgor, County Superintendent. 

WAUSHARA COUNTY. 

1. SCBOOL HousfiS.— But little has been done in the way of building 
and repairing school houses during the past year. A new house has been 
built in District No. 5, in the town of Aurora, Which reflests credit upon 
the inhabitants of the district. It is hoped that other districts in the 
town will be led to emulate their example* The people of the village of 
Fine Biver are just completing the addition to their house noticed in the 
irepbrt of my predecessor, fend a* graded school is to be established during 
the coming winter. 

2. There. are but two graded schools. in the county, though there are 
perhaps a do^eii* districts in which ode might' be 'maintained with advantage 
and true economy. Undei: the tjownship district system, the benefits of 
graded schools would be realized much more extensively than at present. 

8 There have been no applicants for ^rst grade certificates. For cer- 
tificates of the second grade there haVe been^even ajiplicants, five of whom 
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have been 0|iooes8iill. H\n9if^fi^4n pMsoiid applied £o!r third. ^;rade cef« 
tifitetev, nxtj-eigkt of irhom Verie '^aoeeaftfhl. t. beli^Y^ tkere is agrqir-* 
ing feeling in favor of emplojing saoeessliil teacherSi though Lhayei no. 
means of aspertainiiig,. with' any eertaintji Uie iLomber employed during the 
past year* .' 

By a careful examination of teadkessV reffisters* I am led to b^lievei.that 
the attendance of pupils , is > genetally flood throughout the county, with 
the exception of those places where wild berries are fou^d in abundance^ 
If not out of place, I Would isuggest a remedy for. this state pf things: Let. 
thetjhildren'be encouraged to lOultiYaitefiuch small fruits as ariO easily raised 
in gaiidens ; these eomd be gathered before and after school, thus giyiag 
all neioemary time for infelliBctnliil {Wpifovem^nty and at the sanpie time cul- 
tiyating a taste for the noblest employment of mankind. In some, schools 
t have found a lack of books. In one; schoc^ I saw a class of ten scholars 
with but one reading book. Btbt this is . not a general fault. There is 
more want of judgment than of liberality, on the part of psjents in supp^-r 
iHg children with books. MauT distriots have an overplus <»f ''Astronomies" 
and ''Poetical Geographies/; procured at a high cost from wily tongued. 
agents, while the teacher has to labour und^r grejat disadvantages througli^. 
the:wan>t of. books absolutely necessary. Under the. system of cb^^nging^ 
teachers, so prevalent in this county, lb ntuDh more expensive class of; 
books IS in use than is needed. Scaj%ely. a school can be found in the 
county without its " fifth reader olass," the majority of whoso members 
would fail to render a newspaper article intoHigible, or. its "Algebra" pt 
'^Higher Arithmetic" class, :to. which you might appeal in vain for a correct 
soluition in mental arithmetic This oVil isiowiog, in a great measure, to 
a foolish and false ambition on the pajrt of parents, who think to crowd 
their children beyond th^r capacity^ and are sure to Tealizethe truth of 
the adage: "The more haste^ the leas speed" Neither are teachers free 
from blame in the matter, as "many of them are, anxious to achieve a repu-* 
tation for " taking scholars i through the book/' and are too willing to be^ 
stow undeswved commendation upon pupils. I speak earnestly on this 
matter, for I know it to be a serious evil, and one which would be quickly 
remedied if its extent and mischievous tendency were on po. understood. 

5. There is much general interest manifested on the part' of parents^ 
but it is too general to produce very specitH results. 

GdAS. B. Skinnsb, 'Cotmtf Svperinte/ndentt 

■ ■ . . . . ,1. . 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, 
(wo nmppKT.) 

WOOD COUNTY. 

tn compliance with your reqilestf I submit for jrour consideration i\x0 
following brief statement in relation to the schools of Wood County< 
There has been, with one or two dishonorable exceptions, a general dispo-" 
liition on the psrt of both parents and teaohM throughout the county to 
ttiiite their efforts with mine in aimin)^ to secure the best interests of the^ 
schools. Although but little is directly done by the people to encouragGT 
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th& t^AttheVd', yel the tiUiifKyftiutv with whioh thdy glAnt that reqiLefltft, Vote 
tfaiBir supplies, fdrnisb their children with boo&s, iadioatestfioretbjiQ worddj 
the estimate whioh they place upon education. 

Many quite important improtements were made during the past year* 
tsven more than could have been expected, considering the present times, 
^several districts ha^e levied a tat for outline maps and eharts \ and globes 
have already been furnished to dome of the more prominent districts. 

One neat and capacioUB house has been ei^ected) and several others have 
Wen improved and made td appdar more friendly and homelik^. 

Thete iare but two dintricts with graded dobobis in the coUntyi One 
With two and the other with three departments. The sohbol in &rand 
Rapids, as it is noW being oonductcd by Mr» Jislokson^ (as principal) ii 
meeting the pressing wants of the county $ is a thorough graded: sehool, 
tind exhibits very clearly the great advantases which may be derived from 
the same ; and although some trouble! originated in this- district/ which, 
during the first part ot the ye&r^ marred and disturbed • itti progress, and 
excited prejudice in the minds of some against the policy of « graded 
(school; still when it was seen that this unpleasant state of affaire Was 
taoiore the result of injudicious etfortsby an inefficient teacher than from 
any imperfection of the theory itself/they mainly passed away, and with 
them the petty jealousies and iocal strifes originating therefrom. 

A normal Institute was held in the spring of 18(^, and continued its 
session neatly four weeks, unde* the principal carts of Rev. J. W. Harris, 
a leading educator of the county> which evipced clearly the valilabl^ re*^ 
suits of proper normal instruotioni There was also an Instzititt^ held . in 
the fall of 1864i cymducted principally by myself^ assisted by H- C. Jack* 
son and Henry Tyler, at whioh time t.here was a marked interest and j^ene- 
ral good professional feeling manifested ; by which combined course of in* 
gtruction of th6 two Institutes, wo have had the good pleaisure of raising 
the standard of qualification at our public examinations of teacher;''^ (jvrhiohi 
by the by, have been held twice during the year^ and in strict conformity 
with the advice of the State Supt.v and in compliance with the sohooUaw)) 
and at the same time have been relieved of the embarassmeiiD of issuing, 
district certificates, to a great extent $ a most desirable result' considering 
the circumstances. • 

It was our pleasure to visit all the schools in the county twice, (except 
one^) and the most of them three timea^ during the year, and to occupy at 
least one half day in each instance, observing the general plan of instruc* 
tion adopted, referring to. ertorB where they appeared to exist, giving prac-» 
tical hints where it seemed necessary, and in some cases conducting the ex-^ 
^ ercises, to exemplify more deafly Wliat appeared to be the best method of 
imparting instruction in the various branches, and in all cases seeking out 
the wants and peculiarities of the different dintricts, the better to be pre* 
pared to administer to said wants by way of public lectures and private ad* 
vice to both parents and teachers ^ and while in the discharge of said duty 
I have noticedr several points worthy of consIderatioD, some of which it 
may be weU to mention^ to wit : 

1st.. That there is ageneralllack iof regular systematic visitation of 
Bchool3, not only by teachers from Qther diAtrict^^ but by,iBohool offioeri 
and ^ftrentsi "'• '""••• "" ■* f-/ ^/ .;i -."f f 
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• Qmli • Thati (div AileDdaaoe ol; pdBihl Imr bejBii- mvnh IwHat ^hmiuiiak £Mrui- 
«r<nw«8ion8»'6Bpeifiatijr^anng toe latter pKTt of itfae year.- t ."i w '' I; 

Srdj'That there ']»aa- evil K:ioiiiflM>ii;<t«( a. p6rli^^ W^iofa- te 

the Bt>D«>psyiiieait>f takes by: spebulatoila^ liy<wiiich'BMittjdl&tm 
raising burdensome tates for Bobdol parpo8e% hayo nothibg toi pity their 
teachers with except tax certificates or district ord^sj^ataovt^'Of pay miaohV 
to be deprecated) and they can not> even 'with thei gktA^ -efifovivr hirb a 
first class teacher, and are therefore suffering under vnpleasaoit di^euMes. 

4th». That th^r6/ha8'bie«D>ari^pedition on ttie rpaH? of 'iivdry/ fraciical 
teacher in theroowityittf take tha Journal of *>£Hacati6n^ yfheni ^ the ' mtittor 
lias been brougbtild bis-'Boiioe.- v '•• = ■!> . . ■■■..■■■"■. ;.^-. '..■■■■■{ ■ •■ • • r.-, 

5th I have seen the lack of enthusiasm, 'which would. n^t be-ifeitif ttCiii 
Bnts took iDore i;eQieral«iterc8t in the! matter of edmeaiioh^ laidbtty^ found 
teachers laboring under the same embarassment, to remedy whioti,< to aoer- 
tain extent, it was decided at the county Te^here' = AesodmAio^ to bold a 
Beries of public examinations of schools, in vaifious parts of the county, 
comprising in some instances the schools of nddidy three towns at one ses- 
eioB. There ^were- fbvr Sfuch : sessions held dunng' tho simner,' in different 
fwrts of the doitaty, at wbiek 4Tittes and plsjcos the most of the |m.rents of 
ihe pupilswho'^pafrtipipatod in :ihe exorcises w6re present, anti thus a mutti^- 
al benefit wa0'd^riyed4»y all- -present, and i^^offeot has-been most salutary 
%^n aii the. aehdols/wMqh participated in i»id e^eroi«e3. ' ' . 
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REPORTS OF GITY SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 
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. About thfe' atiddle of JKovember a ctreukrv; sittllar' io that ivdAr<ei$9ed> t^ 
tioui^iy 8mperint^DdeBtB,;itfafr^ent-.t(0;eaobi isirty «upevintead«n/t jof sclibbla 
jathestfttei I ! Tbet replies r4oeivec( are giyeon -below ^'! :• >f-i - 

CITY OF FOif D MT IrACi h 
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In compliance with your request I make tka* foUoiviiig brief' Ropott'ot 
4^ oonditiontif the I^falia^Schoob'Oflthis oity^^: .1 ^ - ' 
jM If. A new build«i^»ibr tine lacoommodatioa <^: the hii^iia^d ^amtti^t' 
fieheols baa been iereotedikhei past seaioov and will: be ires%: f<df:oe<cupab(i|^ 
idbonfr the first of Jaoiiary,yi: 1865< Th« >biiildiiigi ks ^desigQ^d ■ to s.6oonmio^ 
«bite 450 pupiku' ; The loosi when.' competed will beHiboiit'91j&,000< : ^ 
. i2.>0ur schools a«e:<«kaigtfed to 'be^hranehea^f onfe sehopl^and ate confk 
jprisediia the Mlo'^i^vdeparttBrnist ..One M^aiidofi^ gvMpuar'isiyhaol) 
threeiintexnaDrediato abdifiir^eete brianaA:iyi4iehoc^ .ir : y/tnd-ifyi] o -ilt 

i- Three teachmrs 'ora ' ieiiiplo!}ireai ia"-tW hogh, and throe ^iictbe: gramtnatr 
%ohools'^wO'iii>:eachK)^^O^intermedii|te, a^ in ono ^primary - i^ehool ; -oi^ 
in eaeh of the oi;hG^prinaryifohoals;-(ii^^ . : i 

i; The Bchooki airo^iall ^p:^d(klv wttl^rtbci'eixxroption^ofi two in sp«rtiely settled 
loedMed.^ Into these aeboois thl0tji0c« grades of pnmar^ sesolars, fbr tM 
^eenvettieuce'of..imaU chiUbr«a,-»arf i^dndtt^ • -. i ,-''■'' - '>'^< 

^su« 



-• . S., Eleven tMdlicramro(em]ilojeGl iditlicf tene sehooteasdnifiiigi tlift:|lre« 
vious year. Eleyea , others w^n leniploy ed in: <mr sdbMbi, ,bat,- for i Twrioui 
tteasoalS/ wers taran«€erred ito' dUmc* .ckpartnantBJ • 8iK ave new tenolibrd here. 
({ . iThe' average age of teachiors u about 24>yeani. £:tpBTi6&C8. & jeara . • 
-(.'>4. Pupils. <3heiie]tila¥er<age of,ait;iendanoD: • : '>: >•• . 

/ ! » In high aohool/ 97-4i :• 

'. In grammar iiehodi^ 96.1. . •: 

,In. 1^1. other BohQo]B,t87»6i ■... . • i » • r = 

;, The pupilahaT« generally. been weU-eupfdied. with text books. By res- 
olution of the Board o£ Eidtucation, pvpils whose parentf arto not able to 
purchase books, are supplied at the public eiqsense/i Tkia number is not 
louiid tbbe.ljurge.i.iM'-.' j'j'il • .'■ .••'■.! ..-.-•• 

,,.. The number ofooh^rs- enrolled in the .kighi acbool during the' yeaar 
-was, 163. :,'■■ ■. •..-.■•. t .'. .i ...-■■" J.- '.v, -u •'■!.»■ 

.. In the grammar flbhoe^li^ 1^6. : • . ,i . 

. - In all other schools, 2^115. >• i jh ; :- - 

. Total in all schools, 2,414. 1 . : i 

: 5. On the part of parents- and patrons -there has not beeff.that |>racf teal 
interest which ift desired; When they-haTe Toted themeamr to 'carry on 
the school]^ they too generally seem to thinkthelDn^sponai^ility atanendk 
Iiam sorry to report ^atvei^ifew are in the habit of visiting the schools^ 
Frequent visits by parents Would, I am confident, prevent inany evils,; and 
awaken a new interest vi our schools, l Is there any way to make them see 
their own interest in this matter ? 

Geo. B. Eastman, City St^ertntendent of Sckoah. 

CITY OF LA CHOSSB. 

.Our La Crosse city, of 6,000 people, half foreign, enrolls 1,290 withia 
{he! school :ages. About 40 * per cent, of this number ^attend the* public, 
Jij^hile 30 per cent, are scattered in the private schools.! A^ catholic school', 
with a new commodious building and six teachers, la^rted (off this fall with 
some 250 pupils. The Germans have supported two large separate tuition 
schools, one of which is-ifioW incorpdrated into the public schools. This 
diversion, or ** scatteration " of school forces in a city of this size, showa 
faulty management soiB&bwhere. 

Ten teachers — six principal and fotit assistants —ard employed, in t&e 
^Q public buildings. ' Tiie two grammar :room teachers^ (males) ate paid 
Ifv^O a month, aAd the other principals ^30 aimdath. They riange ih ages 
friom 16 to 26 ye^Si'withifrbm'oiie to six yearsfexpe^ieneesi Chut school 
^ terms foot up to about ten numths yearly, yet gradet' very little,^ if any, 
^bove the. average ol^ the oouiitj^y sobooisi This poor showing for our city 
|i$ pa;rtly! explaifijed by the fact of our fn^uentehanging^ without improving 
the stock of teachers ; their smilll'pa3r>(a2i4 their n^giact (in manyicases) 
^ get '' pasted/" <or to make hfirfeterments ilathemselvtsi' Add to this, plain 
l^are^seho^l rooms,! »o library, no appalrato^ to speak of, ioaltention of pa- 
rents, the <^ause4)f t^ur slow progress; drub prpffvess^ is 'quite apparent.. . 
),.,iMr.. Tthomas, jieeefttly from Binghampiten cbUege, hasHbeeb engaged a» 
{principal of the 1st. w^ sehool, durtagtthis pires^»t fidlterai;- His school 
room, or his scholars, move; movdi^y fercaptiUy^) JETe ha8> scaroeiy any 
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use for text-books ; he has mtieb iiBe- f61( ftbiteB and black-boards ; goyerns 
without scolding ; has i4oa8 of his own ; carries them out ; . simplifies his 
Tuasses; is systematic, and gives his 'scholars'theisfaort.end^bf the ^orkiiijg 
•ii^^ver without their knowing it. . .We hope' much fromt!luj||4ah(^s &n^exr 
ample^ 

<» ¥.^^Ai: WMK^, Ommtif Smperintendwit 

• • ''■ ■ . ■•■•;• Mil- ,::;.' i: ; '. ...f," j ,^ . , ._ . ; •• 

. eiTY OF 0SHK09H. 

^'ti doippliance.witb your r^tt^s^ I submit ^t!he fbllowing inforimaiion in 
jrelatiot; to our city schools. The gjit^ia'^iLittfi&dt and which we ehdeaVor ' 
to Mly establish here, is the grk'dei syert^m; iiiid nothing bttt the lack of 
a proper high school building, presents us from carrying it out complete. 

No new buildings have beeii erected the padt year^ and no additions to 
tiiiy previously built, teept in the Ist ward, This building, with ti^ ad- 
ditibn erected last summer, at H costof i(8; SCO; will now seat 850 sohdan. 
Four teachers are employed in this schoqi, two primary and two mtermedi- 
Btej^ there being two gilides !ii>kch d^pl^^ent. ' • 

We have one good* and ' convenient' school building, in eacVof the other 
w^ds, capable of seating about 175 pupil!tf,-^K)ftch sehooi ttnd^ the ehai^ 
bf thtee teachers, and divided intdptubary and Jnt^rmediat^- kt;: 

As to punctual atH?ehiiance, deportmeut and soholatiship-, I give yeu itie 
getxerai average of €(acli' school for theefumtner ^ettxi, which is H fair ave^i^ 
for the year. '• ' • '"^^ . - = 

mdH SCEtOpL, 

Average At bend ance> ^^.^...^ ^ ••'»,.^ --- '95 

do Scholarship,.. .V .:. - .- ...'. .... '.!.. ;:...> 89 

<io Deporiment,... . .99 

WR9T VfkltO. /' 



Average Attendance,.... .^ •. ^. ..••.T.,^p»YYrr****«* ^ 

do Scholarship,-^^. ».^..«i.* .-jr-i --• *^ 

do Deport ruent>.... w.. ...4 .96 



SECO!i^D WAKD, 
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AyeragctAttendarrce, -.".. ...i^..^ 1.^..... i... .>.. .^*i.,«. ,, 90 

do Scholarship,.. v-w .................^...v^.. ^i....».w. ............ ..*.... .96- 

do Deportment, .... ....>^,N. ...i«i..». L..;.. .i..i«.*b.w«'»»^«ir -ifti 

THIRD WARD. . ■ 

Average Attendance, .^ >. • .54 

do ;Scbolai8hip,% . .V % : .95 

do lieportmeut, ^.. ...^ ..%.. L ........... .97 

FOURTH WARD. 

diyerage Attendance, >... v. ...>.% ». L ., ,97 

do Scholarship, ^....j ^ l « 94 

4o D«poitmeiit,....v...4»*«*f> ^ •.••-.••«.•« •,««.«-.« 96 



■-■*i'' DefiortlbBirtl,'::..-. .-,■-■ — .i^.-i.:'.^:... -....;■.■. .■;:..... — '.;,.. .96 

Oiik"HfKli ScAiW, trader thft mtnii^QKiebit of Mr. J. H Bates, as princi- 
pal, and Miss Marian Cooper, assistant, has reached a higher degree o( ef- 
fidenc; and discipline, thfa Tifme^or xiqnt^plated by its most saaguine 
friends. _ y 

il )B^Eg«Iy'pa,t^()ni^4i!^7;f'ii^.^''K^^.Boh.oIarBf|;om the countiyt, pa^tfcU' 
. Wl?' tbcsa wbn «re;&ttiag.Uienis^V«s^eT,jl^liuw. We have a fine.^ppa- 
ralnS) both ^lopophical fi(ia cjieniicBl, |i|ucchaeed mpstly the ps«t yeac, at 
a.ooBt of abput .$500.. ..,„■_., 

,. All the teachers, in our ,gohools, 18 in., numter, are .females i except the 
prio^p^ ff the'PIgh So)|9')l .^4--, V^i V^ ^ell aatiofied -wifh theio. Sopie 
bwne Been ip p«r SHtfl-Jif fqr.oV(ir-6pe%Ta, and but 8 leea t^an two ye&filf . . 
, SohoiJ, wifl»(er«.aro pijB7ed„ouli,".here-.[ . , , ^. ' 

We have no Bcholars not prO¥ijiHediTitnpi;op(ir t«t booifi; 

The blanls form enolosfi explains. itself: Jfothmg. if.e, hare ever ^itro- 
■i|«S«d to stimulafae,. t^e st«bition. of the scholars to obtain a clean t^prd, 
Ih'as succeeded ^^[^ellaa tjija. , Ap thjape certifieatpi; fi,re talfenhome,!)/, the 
:«^olar at the tt^iP^.e^ if^ntl)i|fQr8igaatareB,.t!)^if. standing is brought 
■ ^jreetlj'befi*a, ,lbe at teytj on ,(»_£.. ^he jiarenfiH, and tlioir cooperation is 
thereby secured in establishing in their children, habits of pQnctuftlity, 
stndj.and meritorious conduct. 

K- M. EvTCBiV&on, City Superintendent 

The blank above referred to, ts here ^ven. 

'■; ::: oshkosh public schools. 

Hontkly Report of a inemh«r of the D«part- 

meiit of the ward, ffft the term coin 186 



H' 


■JTIlKBA.IOt 


If 

5"* 


If 




i 
J 

1 




MONTH ENDING. 


■5 
1 


6 

i 


1 

s 


- 
1 


SiaKfrvKKorFARMt 















at 

The bigbest ^degree, of azoelkbce. ia the aTecaj^ oolnmnB 10 denied by 
tbe No. 100. EAnks jErom 9& to XOD (may be regarded aa highest,;' 4g^«» 
90 to 95, high ; from 80 to 90, mpdiate ; .from 70 to SO, low ; and'h^loiir; 
70 as lowest. ; ' i 

Deportment should rank 10?. ^ 

The parent or guardian is ree^otfully; raquesked.lbo examine and aign 
this report and return it by tbe bearer. It is noped this examination n^ 
be more than a formality, fuid .that it . i^rill/be a means of improving the 
schools. 

AstittMt Ttaithw* I (') ' FnnctpaL 

• OITY OP MADISON, - I 

In reply to your enqulriea I would safjT :> » 1' 

li No new school houses (ka^vfe been built !in:!ihe.ieity during the yiean 
but important improvements have been made in some of those alreiMty-OWf 
strudteKcL These improvements donsist mainly, in lan inoreased supply of 
blackboards, maps and charts ; in ; the ^eonstcuction <tf walks taod fenoevj 
the planting of shade trees, and ths^re-eonstruetioniof out4iouses. 

2. We have three graded aehools of three 'departments each, and a o^n- 
tral grammar and high school,- aoeommodating in Hhetaggiregate about B^V)a[ll 
hundred pupils. The general eharaoter of 'thes^^ohoi^s is believed tpj^ 
fully up to the average. Here, as elsewhere at the frresent time, thjS ffi* 
mary and intermediate departments are overoon>wdj9d,- while some of the 
gammar departments are only partially filled ' . d 

3. Thirteen teachers are employeidia the 0uty<eQhools,:/»nly five of whom 
ire in the same departments as last yea&jalthemlgU ten have bad previpy^ 
experience in the city scbools -in other departments^ One of th^ 'numbei 
has been in tbe employ of the board seven years. 

The average age of our teachers is tweut^rjfitm^ind OM^alf y exit's, .(|nd 
their average experieneo iis <9x <3Mu2 o»6*Aa2/ years. 

4. Tbe attendance is ninety: two perie8nt>.ieii the average meDQibsrsbilHr 
membership being determined as in vie Chicago public schools. .< .j. 

The general depoHvieiftt of pupils in the school rooms is goodi r|Tbei^jiii 
some truancy^ and less attention giveb*^ deportment of pi)pU9:(]^ut9ide,af 
the school room than .there should be. In. this respect, however, tiherj9 |i 
at present a manifest improvement ...... ., . ■ i.i;;i 

Few, if any, are unsupp£ed With totttbooks. The needy are supplied 'ij 
the. city Board of Education. 1 : m . ...i/v-.i- • /I ..iiw 

5. : Very little int eif est is imaniiestBdi.iii tbe eohooUbycitia^nS;^! ^fg^ 
or by parents. There are some eauses tfor thU jftp^^hy h^^at. th^.St^ci 
Capital, which it is believed, do not. exkt to the same .extent elsewheir^ 
Political and other assemblies; the meeting of the IjiegislatiiMre-; the aon^jijriiji 
and departure of troops, etc., tend to (kaw .pubUo.attenti($u from|,*,ih4 
schools, and at the same time leai^e Knuob 4^h9i»iMei 4ardia0s3 and txa^O^ 

Ofnupils. . •: .1. . . . • ' •<• .: ii. .. ....;■ -ij-, Jk» 

Total number of visits to ihte «ohools dufing :the year, 2,Q7J, P^^^cih 
881 were parental. : .: . .:;../»! 

- More than one-half these visits were made oa this V.l^st. day (^tii^j^ikr 

al'tenns. .. tj ; ,;< .. -v .v^^-v ^^.^ 



.(^ l^tnong'the mftny thiirgs tbarl tni^bi Mnained as necessary to make 
MlT'^ho^ils effickat wkd ouppeople intelligent aiidieniighteiled, the fbllowin^, 
H^feMmnitf to tnitf >ar^' Especially needed ei' >: . 

1. The inauguration of the township district system. 

2. The establishment of a public library in each township. 

6, The apportionident of sohosl moneys on the basis of sohool atten- 
dtince. "• • • 'i 

•' J Wv M. CaiAT, Suptriwbendent of Schools, ' ^ 

.\vh;v>. /^ CITY 0B\ MILWiLUKEE. 

1. The number, cost, etid, oftliescbodl houses in the city you will find 
in my report to the County Superintendent. 

The only buildings erected dimng'^tiie past fw weTo additions to the 
It^tind HofQse, iu' the: %ixiith 'Ward, and 'te the Teutonia Street school 
hfduse in the Ninth War d^ at an expense of about one thousand dollars. 
- 2. ' The number of -graded sohWs is nine, one in each ward, containing 
three departments each. • There are also sis branch schools, located in the 
suburbs. These -arc not ^graded schools. 

■S, There were • seventy-seren teachers em^iloyed during the past year. 
Of this number 'Bineteos - were neW' teachers in the city',- thougn nmnyiof- 
tbem had taught preriottsly. Twenty taught in the city two. years. The 
rmainder have taught from- two to thirteen years. The youngest is b^f- 
Isnteen years/ the < eldest' forty sixi — average age about twenty-fcrar or 
twenty-five. 

:• 4. The general average oiP punctual attendance is 85 per cent. The 
giBneral deportment good daring the year. A few oases have been reportedf 
io^Sbhe 'Office. The^ were mostly o^ a light nathrei and easily settled by 
consultation with parents. 

• 6. The interest taken in our schools by tihe citizens is not what it 
should be, nor what the real merits o^f the schools deserve. The nunoibetf 
of visitors duringUhe year was 664, , • .! 

6. In reply to your last question, I would say that there are three 
eatises operating to prevent the advancement of oar schools. Fm/-— -The 
urBkht of primary school aooommodation. Though we have largo and beau- 
tiM school houses, yet our primary departments are oveir-<$rowded, con- 
taining from 200 to 400 scholars each. Our teaohers over- worked, '^nd 
Ike ifOundatioQ of our whole s^^tem injured by tlie want of a few thousa'iids 
wisely expended. Second — The want of a High Behoi>l. Upou'th is pointy 
I'feel that it is noi necessary fbr tne to say one Vord ' Every intelligent 
^dteoatorban see the neceMiiy ; if our wealthy citizens would pay by.'ihe 
Way of a tax ohne-half of what tbey* are willing to pay to support {>rivate 
Mools, our whole oitj would 'be benefited and their children' better edii'^ 
(med. thrrd'-^Wsint of co-operation < and unity, of action among bur 
teaoheris. We have no *tfea^eps'! meeting in tbe oity.< Whenl was appoints 
ed Superintendent I sent a written communication to the School 'Jjoifrilv 
asijiigthem to adbpt. a rule::.requiring the teachers to hold negulalrWdet- 
ings for their own benefit as well as the improvement of our isqhoolsf ^^I 
aii^ery sorry tiisay^ that this communioatioiiridid not ^ qmeet witb a favi^a- 
ble reception, and the matter was dropped. I think these three''«r»4Ue 



serious obstacles in the iraj of the adlraoeeiftent of our soboolf. Our 
teachers are faithful and industrious, but do ndt work together, or upon 
any well defined sjst'ehi. But little cairi be don^ in our primoirj depart- 
ments for want of room;.- The High Sohool^ I trust, wiU one day b^ 
obtained. ■ ■ .- • ■ ■- -:■. . . a- ■. ■ 

' : Edwin DbWoiif; SuperiftUncUnt, : 

€1TY OF PORTAGE. , 

Sittoe my last report -^e have #iade important additions and improTemdnts 
to our school bnildings^.. enlarged our school groundst graded the schools 
more perfectly, increased the number of teaeherei, and we -trust improved 
their advantages. . u .« 

. . The work of ifriproving our schools commenced., severaL. years. sinoe and 
has been.' steadily pro&eeutcd. Our people eheerfully subolit to heavy taxr 
ation for the purpose, estpectingto reap their reward partially in the pros- 
«nt^ but mojre fully in the future. 

The new brick building mentioned in my last repoirt ha* been so far com- 
pleted aa to be oooupied by the high and grammar schools. In the sec- 
ond wardv'two v^luaUe lots, eehtrally locat^,i have been purchased and the 
school house formerly occupying property not owned byt the eity, has been 
removed to them and so enlarged and. improved as tb aooomniodate an in- 
iermediate and i ; pririifary school.' The city, ;tiow» with asir^gle exoeptioo^ 
owns all the buHdingaand property occupied by be^. schoolss. •. The yalu^ 
ef her property may now be sa£ely estimated at ^12,40Q.. . In 1859 it was 
estimated at ^1,550. ■ ^ . 

During the year the grading of = the, schools ha^^beeuiphanged. , At pre^ 
ent.they consist of a high school, a grammar c school, three 'intermediate 
Bohools and three^ primary schools, under 'charge .of rthefo)lQ>Ming .teachers 
in the order named: Prof J&d. H. Magoffin, as$is[t)ed.%' ^issAbby Ql 
Briggs. Mrs. Agnes N. Corn well, assisted by. Miss Luthesa B« Waldi)» 
Miss Maria Austin, Mrs. M. S. £ge. Miss SusaA A.. Waters, ^iss Fanny 
E. Waldo, Miss Eliza Hunter and Miss Jt Kate;:MiUer Eight of thes^ 
bave been in the employ of the city many ycar.Sw •' Two wevef^mploy^thi^ 
year fox" the first time; The majority, of them fire over 80 years of age, 
and all bring to their work the experience of years in teaching. As a rule 
we avoid changing our teachers unless it is' manifest that our schools are 
to be benefited by such change, We have only parted with one of the num- 
Iber steadily employed daring the past year^ Mr. Geo. F.jBiohMrdaoii. He 
left us for government employ. For many y.eli^s he had,^pi^f>7^' himaolfi.a 
a most thorough and. efficient teacher, and tv^ parted withh^m vety. reluct- 
antly. As it takes time for teachers t^ acquire a. knowledge of: the mefi** 
tal,' moral, and physical eharl^etevistics of their papUs^'aS;. ^oH .a^^ the .por 
culiar w^nts and notions of their patrons, when; this knowledge is weU-aor 
quired^ competent and faithful teachers ought not to bo dropped for any 
flight cause. .; Besides^ permanency of eiv^lojment. strengthens itheinfiuh 
ence and elevates the character of this meritorious profession. .■.,■.■■-. 
i:: There, wore 1198: nuniei on tfur'sebool ffei§iM«ars the pasjt.jj^eari GQhe av- 
-•rage attemdatce wis aibeu^ti^OO. The .genial. 4eport|m^ of M P^IMflfi 
#!M good..-/(Jant'b^ksiare_funiisked wb^e paoen(ts or goat^ii^iui are.ni^ 
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ble to prbvfde thmtt. The ftfpropMation (br tbis ipntpoBe^ arndtrnts to ftbovt 

The pat>i*on8 of <6ur sofaoGls seldom visit tbem. This is ibo «iore to b» 
r^retted as it^ny of tbem are among onr most prominent ottizons, wko 
bave bad considerable experience in teacbing, and migbt make many vahift- 
ble suggestions. 1 bave no meane of determining tbe number of visitors 
during tbe ye^r, but believe tbat bereafter it would be well to bave tbem 
registered. Teacbers from other schools 'oceasidnpally call, tbey are always 
welcome visitors. 

Ftirtheir improvemetits are in ^ontempkAion.. At ^ ^seilt <oiir schools 
are wdl filled. More school room is required and naKflre'teaehers should b« 
employed We' ar^ alsc in- need of more school rofam furniture and a scbocA 
library. Tbe utility of our schools is, however, much impairdd by ahseU" 
tt&tsm; Patrons seem unconscious of tbe importance of pubctual attend- 
anoe. During the present term the attendance has-been kbuch improved 
by tbe establisbmfent of ^ single daily session; Ifhe pupils are less tardy 
and remain during tbe day. Besides it give? 'them more time, ni^t £lnd 
morning; for such duties as may be itequiredrioif : theiiiiaft<hdiine. 

.Notwithstanding all that has been aohe, j^metUin^ is stifl wanting 't^ 
aWaketi many to^ the value of our school priviloges» s(s^ell as more fairly 
to eqinalize our «oho61 expenses. There are tnany^ parents that ne^elraeioid 
thteir ebildren to school, or if they do, it is for a very brief period during 
the yc(ar ; ttiere are others that manage to secure the full benefit of our 
schools without contributing anything to their support; while ther« is 
still another class that are forced to pay large amounts without having anj 
children to be benefited by tbem. Now in order to secur^ ti large attettd^ 
atioe, asi well as to equalize the cost, would it not be well to require by-law 
a'regist^atidn of all ohildren of sehool age^ aird to icbpose a -nominal tax- on 
them, to b^'^id" by their parents or guardians for Rehoioil purp^os^t 
Womllij not Bu4h regififtMtion and tax (in addition to the'Oiie now levied 
upon propertj^) ificrease our< school monies more fairly equalise the eosiy 
and 'by In^ging the DQatter directly home to parents^ tend to secure>ii 
jpnlier attendance of pupils? Privileges, however valuable, are not always 
{|^ppl*^ia4^ if enjoyed without cost or trouble. 

y^' Henry B. Munn, Oiiy Superintendent 'Cjf ScT^ahv 

♦ eiT'Y OF KENOSHA- 
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^•1. We'hAve built no new school houses, nor baveW nMMle»«iyi|m{m>T^ 
inentsiw thosie'^jQormerly built. . / '/h-m. ,. 

- - 2; Ail the schools are gr<^ded ; commenoitig with sub .primar^» ^e roem ; 
prituary^' tbreef^iides in^thi^iroomB with one teacher in ^ach ; interuiddi- 
ate, ;tbre^'gh|kdes^-a8 ab^ie ; two graniimar sohools bf sam^ grades in diftm^- 
«ht parts'of the^ity, ciadh ooitftaining tf^o ^olasses,^ oaObd A'and H classes ^ 
it being ^xp^cted that' the sbholai^s spemd't^oyears in<thd grammar sofadol.; 
aiid th^ high^s^htk)!, fotir eksaieii, with ]i» oottrse of; sltidy dlsigned to oaybr 
four years. ' • ■'••■■••'•••: ■ i-i.-' ; i-' •.•-•• 

^'8.')'!t*he lumber ^f'ttdach^'ttnlploycidis'lB/ Eisbt at^^tihe^amo'as em-^ 
tiioij^llist j^earimd fittB<are n^rtrteAohers ib-^etfl^^sraoolB^ »ltih4^gh possess- 
itf^'sc^^ j^<»^iMts^±p6rieiMi -^e avmigsigeof-'tW^kved^emaltteadK 
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ers is perhaps 20 years; df <tiia gentk«^n tesidimrsfteiiiaqps 8(V. yeses; : 

4. The general interest manifested in the schools oy parents Ascnt ibiffh^ 
ly satisfactoiy4!adthofigh'iJi^rintenHit>doM jftot i^Difes6 itiieiCiia' aB :l&e- 
quent visits to ihe aahobls $b oeuld bedesnied. '■\ •(• : .< r> . -. 

lenelose henewithfteopyiofithe J^insed Boh(H)l. se§iilatioas^> poblid^ 
during -the pas t^ year. ■ 'm :>,*••'. ^it ..■■i-O' .1. .•■.:{• r »m..-j ...'1 ,.!«;: 

- The priiKsi]lalflhaiDge in/Abs<«oiirs0i.of':st«Ldi^iftft<tliaiff6in4qr^ oCmeiltal 
and moral pihiloseg^ky from: t)pe ihigb.MJhooli . wbeBei iberstofiOire ih^ae . situdiea 
have been -par siied for thejast two'^jnears of t}i^CQui«B» rand= tbe< substitfli^ 
tion of Endish aind- iiumeric^a History, aod ; the. i^istory i ctf £Qglijih')afn& 
Americana Lueratiirs^.. .•:!.•:•"•» -^vit-.M-. , 1; ,..-,. j>-\ i:i .,-... i -i.., . .'i/i;.: 1 

More^attentiioiiribah btoetoforfi'is alsDgivefQiin,-jlbe liigb sobooVtiSi>:Tk8dn 
ing, spelling, psmhAnshipiabd>^aB»idiarir.> -ji';i!^ ?>n'inr./.o HI/- <•• v .".n-y.liui: .• 

' ■■'■ 1/ .....:-'(' .' 'B^,^^B.wiD^iSti^BnimtendeaU) • 

1. Our schbot^ons^s VettiMii 't^^ sshhe as last year, with no improvements 
beyond ordinary repairs. 

2. The schools of this oiifyM^JMAHgM'Anyik. grades ; the sixth grade 
is the third primary department of three classes, in which the instruction 
is almost entirely «ralt; oombiiiediwith the i^aiiQnallPrin^1^And l^t Reader. 
The 5th grade is the 2d primary department of two cksises,. embracing M 
Reader, Primary Geography, &o; the 4th grade i^'itfa^'il-sit i)nmairy:de- 
partment of two classes; embracing 3d Reader, PricbarifiAn^hmetio, Mon« 
teiths Manual of Geography, &c.; the 3d -grade "is ■'the itfiermediate de- 
partment of three classes^ embracing 4tk "BietdeF^lInt. rAritfainetie) Geogra- 
phy, Writing. &c. ; the 2d grade is the GraoDmarfideihartmeoi of two class- 
es, embt^cing idth Reader, .'Arithmetie^.F^^igl-. SisitdrjJifiiigHab Gtamoiar, 
Physiology, ^, \ thci Ist graiib liaj the ihigb-ifohfoolllrepaiftsmenti of four olasft* 
OS,' embracing a .tfa6roughoduM^>8iUQk •&»! » Mifgfat. ih the 'high schools' «{ 

this State. .■•.;..• • Uli,-' si r.i *^. j: 'Hlfrl \^\*'\\-'. mii. i.t.-.i '>r 

In the' primary. departm«ii^«i especial jraporiapcel lis giveii)to- oral instiuc- 
tion, and teachers are hired with particular referenee ta their ability in this 
direction. In tb^ intermediate ^nd Grainmar depjirfments, we insist upon 
those more commoni things, suoh as the great bulk 9^ our scholars vrast 
have and must get before they are sixteen years of age. t 

8. We employ ten teachers^ Six of opr teachers i^ere with us the^last 
two years They will averi^al4 years of age, and have had from one to 
fourteen years experience, pcot>ably will average five years each. 

4. Our repQr^,/of \\k\^^JffiXTpi,^^^yi,.%,,\^(^ wit^ a 

daily average attendance 9^^ ^%\: Our p^^ cent, of punctual ttttendance, 
varies- in different depart nq^Qtci, from 80. 1^0 98, geuQriill 4%erage, 96. We 
have no scholars tm supplied' 'with books.'?*' . ' if' \. 

6. The people tjr.e very mtLdft! interest Wfn everything pei'taSning to their 
school. We have the best bi^ilding in tilie state, north of tniWaukeV and 
the tax is voted regularly ap^^ cheerfully. In nearly :;t?ra: and oi^half years 
I have not had a single instance in which I hayff ji^o^ ,]l^€m f^Uy supported 
by parents, in the discipline'- of their children. I makeit.aipoiat to oom- 
municate l^eely with the parentr concerning the progreN of too ehi And 
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have alwajd't^eeiyeda oorflial support im aobool^ and a hMurtj" weloomie at 
ihe'fiFetide. • • ^. ' •■• ■ ••«' ••• :•='-■..:•- 

- Yet, I tbinkthis people negleet* one most important autiliary.to the best 
success of their school, by negieoting to Meit-it enlj upon > examination and 
exbfibitioQ dayw I iTIimw abre w«i enough id: their place, but they can nerer 
take the place of the frequent, social visiting of the sohool by pairenta. 
! I would irgei some ideasure to secure a morei uniform: standard of teach- 
ers^ examinations. In thds county, less is required to obtain a certificate, 
than ta renter oinr third Brade, I ean dp- nothing iti normal instruetion for 
ihecbudty at largely beoausQi the teachers b!an ipass ^ho»t it.. 

I have never been in favor of an elective county supeorintendenoy, and I 
ain less in: favor of it now, than ever.I . They should bo appointed by some 
. authority who will examine their qualifications. for so high an offide^ 
t Oaniiot'«6metkhig(ib& SonSel t^' systematize our text-books? We should 
have a uniformity throughout tbe -county, at least, throughout the State 
wpuld be better. I wilLs^np^ ^ypu p|i:|r blanks, ^eou, as soon as the new ones 
are completed. . 

I, >v'. S. JX^ ,Qlt£Yhfifl^^ , City Superintendent, 

-i- ,. ••.■.■-.• '1 ; 1h-. -city. of. RACiNB.:- ^* (••.-.' 

■ 1. No JchangeSi have been made in sohool ^housca dbring the past y^ar, 
beyond usual repairs^ • i : : ; - ,i 

i2. in the mdat$o« of' schools there are' . . ' r ':. • ) >[■:■:• i 
•' < • One high -'schoolj '■''■' •'■ !••• ?'• •'•■.• "■.'■■ 

^One g^mma^ depaHment/'- • ;. . -. ) 

' '>8ix intermediate^epilrtnients,' and- > - •: ..f '. 

Nine primary de^rtmentsl ' ' f 
/-A system of gradation 'or classification is o6mmenoed, irHich will, when 
eompleto/ arrange the initdrmediaie' and • primary pupils in: eight classes or 
grades !- in each bf thesid grades it is Intended that the same subjects shall 
be taught at the same time, and in the same way. . • . 

rSi The answors to thi^'quirywill befound in iha fqllo wing (table : 

Nd. Teach. Tf. ' la Bacliik.' ' in s'ame An. Ar. Ag*. At. TiTi'E*. S&Ury. ' 

'■-liH -.•;';}r:i 11.. 1- :!!j;!i J.. i--'. -. iS0' ;14i!:".;.' $1^000- » 

1 .-L,. •).. >.n;... r.V" •iiUlu. .-...'iT:- ,>. !.. 1.4^0.;.;: 

H:-j4..Mr... .■^:..- .<..4 ...f....i I /!• 2^/.;...,, 6.5., . -^OO,, 

5 ,4 1 .26. 6, 360 

■■ ' f"'- "■''■''5 *■• • ■ '■■•■ 2'="' *-'^S ^.^' 8<»0 ■ ' 

7«P8i8t. ■: '-f". 4^ .-/.i -i :-(.v3; ..'•i-'mJ^ .-,. ■ . l.jj' . 200- . " 

'4V ,The 'getteral Ave^ag^^irf^atieAdance fbi^thli liist'ycax* was', : 

' High'«oh0<il.'|)«4<c«t;,' •/- 9g/'^ i<< : »9t "' .•.96, s' 9T.6 

Grammar dept, 97.9.... .1 i!fi1.6' .[ij - 85.« ,i • 97. 

nij'»7'1l« :iAV0»'ag*'*Jfcr6pt8.hi''f^ ' 64.6'-''" •^'•'•'•«ie'= /hfl-.j^'e! . ..-> .\^y^ - 

J ' M/< J » Jri i?< y» M t >n gg ' .fMiii i i] Ml'} ^ ri ii ' /r i r - M T u I ^li i vi r .!; ■ ■, ! . .[ ;. . ■; . ; ■. ■ i| . .n f. — >^ 
* Priadpal and 8aperlatend«]it. 



Tbe. general deportment of prapib has be^n natidfMtorj. ! .. 
. Some;$Q are reported as'noit^operly anpplidd with text books bjr their 
pairbnts/or about 2 per oeilt., '"> '»■ 

5. The interest manifested by parisnts, though not «e( great as under. 

formdr administration, is perhaps as. much as could be expected during t^ 

present excited state of the pubitte mind. . li' 

I am unable to give the priQois0 nuinber of .'visits made in all the soh^olSM 

b<i(t from the data reported, tbe toitalia not far from :^;000. . f " 

; ,.. S,'Hj Pjiabopy, Snpertniendetnt.^/. 

,,,Ko special jeporto haye baen reeeiTdd,&(«a. Appleton, Beaver- Bam.* 
Jaiifisville, Mineral Point ^r WatesrtowA.^ i ?« ♦; . . . .; . 

: .-i:)W . \ '.■ ' : .' 'i-H •:;:..,{■::■■;.;/. i:i ,.i-^ •■<• • , .•■. i •» -:l;;ff 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCT. . . f. • ',.<>. tc 

'•■••'■I • ' s \ 

. ■:.■• . • • . .■•■•/■ -. , ,r;.,- M» ■ ''^ M ■•(•■'' 

It Is now three years since the law, creating the office of County Super^ 
intendent, was parsed. Tha,t it has advAnoed the interests of > education 
91 the* state, is generally admiltt^d, audi were it possible to secure the ser-^ 
yiceao^men for. this office, who pc^ssoesjbheionlture, character, energy a; 
skill and tact nece8sa:ry, there CQuldberdmsed "no meailSttior^ -effiaieift 
than this agency. The lahora to be performed are arduous, and sueh men 
should be elected to fill this office, aS: are worth <more than the meag^P. 
amount now paid. • i : J; :;.i.i! 

These rfficers have, during the past year, cordially co-operated with'Ifeft 

^ State Superintendeqili,;ifl aU plains for adv^ncipjg the interests of ediioi^tiOn. 

Their work has been. most useful, : and, in many inStiances, most efficiently 

performei ; the isaoriiicea they have made are ci^editable to them peraenslllyy 

and deserve the gratitude of those for whose good they harep been, inade. 

On the 19th of November, the followipig note wfts addressed: to JS^n.J:. 
L. Pickard, Superintendent Chicago Publie Schools : . < • * v. ; . . 

Hon. J. li. PlOKARD, ;..;,• ril i.'..-. 

My- Dear Sir : — Tour ir^si^ation of the ollee of Superihteiidant of Pub- 
lic Instruction, in October last, so genersllly regretted by the people oftMd 
state, prevents you frominakin^ the sixteenth abnualreport, which yiour 
famiKarity with our educatioWai idtereerts so well fitted you to pr^pdrc.'-^ 
Pei^mit me to request that you'allow iue .to embody m the report fttnn this 
(department for the pr0S>4&t year/^snch ^nggestion^'asiyou may find'thh^t<^ 
k&e, and to assure ydii, thait fty so <kyrng,^;f da Will'confer a favor'ntfolt (^ 
Meifdis of education tkrougtittuf the Stat A. ^^ • ■'• * '- ' 

■ ' I am very tesjpeistifWly, ■ ' ■ -^r../y 

Your Obedient Servant, ; .;!» n.t 

■'■ -■:. ,/•...::•. -' jm. G. MoMYNN.'"^' 

It affords affords me mbch blieiastbr'e to be able to emboSy' iibe foUowinir 
reply in this report': \ ^■{ 

,;..,;,.,., ,. -i.QwtiwoiF.SupwiffT^pBNTorScj^fW^^V^^ 
:.. . ^.,»| Ch^paqq, J[).ecm^efl:, .1864,,,,.( „iB7 

Bear Sir :-^^OJir fayfer of imh' November Is' ffectf ted, atfff H\i i^dSm 
BbkU Wcbtoplled with 'sd ferii»^ifty Wrtfe-Wiil^'pfedtfl;" "' • ^^'^ '^ '»* *^«'*^ 
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For the first two nA)»ihif -(rf i^e'yeal* 1864 TwiMi en'gftgeA la c«¥te^i>hd^ 
0»0e>T^lrttM<h^^y el^etdd i(D(i^|WH;y 8iip«t<!bt«iidentB, And in boliin^' per- 
sonal interviews with them at points conveniidftt' of aceoss to all. tt^ 
<ybjoet I had in view was to seiBare nnifonxHtj of acti<yD on the part of (he 
flttperintendentg'for the fli^feit tiMe entering tipon the ^isdbarge of their du- 
ties. The severity of the weather eotnpefled tie to'abandon ond af^inV 
BMnt'al A'ppIeHoW, tt& the roads werl9 fioblobb^ by sbow that the trains 
were unable to r^W>for>A day'Or'tWaki'th^ t>iMe 'Of ib^ appdintod meeiiAl;. 
At Mt>watikee,"MlUon<<*P6rta dik*Lac. Tomah, Durand, River Falls, Apple- 
ton, Boscobel and Oak Grove, meetings for conference were appointed, all 
of ^hi(yh, «i^p1l>tlre t^se riil»Mnotied above #ere tDel, «tyd ; ivearVy all 'the 
superintendents invited attended threM neetifigs. ' The tteetttiga atRitiBf 
Falls and Durand were held in April in connection with institute exercises 
at the former place..V(>/:yi>:' '"MIM't:!" V'7 ;':'; 

During the months of March and April I attended many cxan^nations 
of <|eacbferE^ in differeiit parts of the' state. During these four montha-24 
public ddijii^esses were delivered by myself or my assistafit-^-threo in Reel: 
ceimty, two in Wautesha county, tW eiloh itt Milwaukee* Jfeffers©n, Grant 
ai^'iPepillr eottnties ; one each iti-^iKind^, «Mbnree, Sauk; Columbia, Dana, 
Ot^lm>dV"}^ichland<and &r^ eo«htie«, aiid three in Pierce county. 
- Between the middle of Mky ttnd the first 6f j^uly I was absent fJrom the 
0t<kte,'but was for a part of 'the time, engaged' in oonsulta^on witb edttea- 
tional men and in visiting schools in several of the larger cities ef tk# 

• -Inuring the ttionths of July atid August I was oo6upied almOBt enti^e|^, 
if/%ee!titie8 of the office, a»ti<iIpatingtbewoi4:^' September 90 farasu 
eeittd b^'dohe. For thel "institute Work of .Sep tettfbier I employed my 
brother;' J. 0. 'Pifekard, myself attendingto all nedessft-ry correspondence. 
My Vesignitl^-^^t^ efl^t Sept. i^th,- thufl bringing my labors to a oleae 
just as the annual reports f^H9^ tde ''several eountips were begiMfing' to 
come in. The material for the statistical report of the year- \% all in yodr 
hiapcls.:.. Wh^ booltft Qf th^e oA^opbow th0 :€KMa4i;tioBL of the dio^iopaiyao- 
«ft*n^i ^J-ialso (rf; the library fu4Cl.iawounji.. ;i ;, . . 

;;The ejxpenses,|fpr travel w^er/e uautoiaHy ie^yy dwing the year, amountiQi^ 
vithiMi^nce from pr^eviotis yei^s, to ^ix h^ipdred l^i^d nin^teei^ doliL^s.,!?' 
9Jiff.^t»en df^UapSi more. tha,u ibhe. appropriation for ,tbe year. Fropi tbU)^ 
Wilifb<»ifijeen tlwit for^fiwr y,c^ra>Mni««^nWPths'rtip, traveling ea^pens^sy 
t^e de[)»r<im«nti}iaviens»(Jefe4Qd ^iynin^iteim^ioUat* {be amount apprp|)rv^ 
for that purpose for five years. .Ia.(tbia.W5fount;pf.!0^UP8(e ar«^' .i^oIud^ aQ 
expenses incident to travel, .^pld ?whieb wpilld not ihave been incurred but 
for the travel. .Ihlvi • -i :■ ■:!.•: ii V 

TU^.Q^t^logTte of) bocik$(in the libmry, made when I entered the office, 
m^^ bjj Qo.mj)ar^d,^y;Ji^h th^ :^^rafy itse^fj^ ai^d .iw;j}l show, I think,, due dili- 
gence in its care ana preservisition. T have been compelled, in order, to 
preserve t];ie library, to refuse tp all persons permissioii' to borrow booli." 
OiW^^^bk'oinljr Hed'dfMpp^^ leaving the office. In 

vain have I endeavors tb trabe it and to recover it. 

I t**ust you found'the affiiiri of ihe 4>ffiod^ii aa good- :ebndi^oii . aa .tb^ 
jtesft 9\ ijbe timie I ^%w^At^- It Ijf^i b^^jDM: effort i«»4 my. pl.oaswe to 
leavi there such a reopp4i^,iiJ7 4w«f'^ff/fyi'.ff*k;e.:if,ye^8^ .0^ p^ 
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MBftor to Moertain tbe ooone I brave puiiaaed} that')iemay ilie more jfeiidily 
fBtunett my- errors, and improve upon my methods. 

■• All' appeals ha<?e been carefully numbered abd' filed, and the decisieiis 
upon the same are reoofded in fdU. < . .1 . ' • ^ 

A fall indot of opinions has been prepacred^: referring . tenths leitess.eon* 
taininff these opinions in full. AO letters received will be fonbd oarefvUy 
fled with date' of writing, posting, reoeipt, and answer indicated i^wn 
tbem. ;'•; 

'I would here award* to my faithful assistant, Mr. A. J. Craig, tfae[<sredit 
diie him for his excellent suggestions, Umely'aid, and cheerful co-operation 
in all efforts to make the^Work of the offioe^pystematic, orderly and ptxnnpti 

The uniform kindness of ail who liavo > been associated with m^ during 
tho past five years will »ret be rememberedl Jwitb-lively gratitude. 

For the reason of my resignation and tor' tho expression of my feelings 
Upon leaving the State to which I have beeof so long attached, and which 
ba^ so r<!peatcdly honored me with its 'confidence^ I refer you to my letter 
t6 superintendents, teachers and' other friends of education, published in 
the October number of the Journal' of Education. I will address myself 
to the performance of the promise made in that letter. 

Two words will express in brief the odViee I would give toa/chers— avoid 

SXTRBMBS. .\-f . I- 

And yet I am hardly oontent to leave yon with< so 'short a textt 'lor- enkr 
views may differ as to whab' constitutes extremes iu education aud incliB* 
clpline. . ' ;. 

¥ou have often had urged upon ■ you the necessity of bejng whatyora 
would have your pupils boeome. Toe fact i[bat yoiir pu^is will decamis 
what you are, gives force to this advice. In no other way does the telaob* 
er so impress himself upon the pupils under his>chargo'as -by hisieaample. 
It -becomes us then to give due attention to this matter of The i tachm^% . 
PtTBonal HahitB. 

Avoid extremes in dress. Ragged elothing^ careiejBsness of attiroj a 
generally slouched appoar-anee are no worse than fancy, oravatS)- massWe 
riftgs, dazsling chains or tawdry ornaments. Tbe one encourages negleet 
of' the body, without demanding mentail ofmbral <^lturo \ the other gives 
Undue prominence io the body, while it eadriflees both bead and^beart. 
t'lain and neat attiik) best buHb' real men kui^ reeil women, <i >.v 

Every movement of the teacher speaks. Intelligent and refined patii^enis 
will be satisfied writh nothing short of refined manners. Not like the re^ 
finement of the Bpidqr*s wob, whidi has for its sole object tbei ensuorihg 
of its victim ; but likethlat of the edlbiwot^'s web, which is madenseM 
to others, though not at the outset as showy orattrac^vo. This includes 
quiet and orderly deportment whieh allures and wins, and fol43ids aill stor« 
^y raving, coarse and vulgar booTis hness, and earelesli jiofitut'es in tbe 
presence of pupils or otbcn^'on the one band, and, upon the other extreme, 
all isimpering, silly affectation. ' . 

' l?eaohers often put: extreme esdmates ipoii their own abilities. S'ome 
al^e forever harping upon their own ineHiarftad othets with' an equal laok 
of goe4 sense, continually amd persistently 'deery themselves. The formeif 
wilffail through lack of co-operation dettied: by a disgusted people |!tb# 
latter will fail through lack of ewergy to thtvc tod doc 
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There is no class of :t>i\)fes8ioDal men. Wbo ma mike more piiiside slioff 
Uppn less capital than teaohenu Almeet cooslantly assoeiated with infe* 
TUTS, and accustomed tb: anthority, it as easy fwr them to pass into; that 
state of hallucination which will suffer thesntio glory in their own great* 
niess, and to grow into a belief that they are; the embodiment of wis- 
diiB. Again, employed by men who looik'more.to outside eyidenoes of pro' 
gross than to real and substantial growth, and feeling assured that their 
popularity must depend upon pleasing snch men and flattering vain parents) 
they speod much time in preparing for. holiday parades, and soon assume- 
pompous airs while leading ' forth their little host in review. The eelat 
mned at such eDtertainiftents -provokes the teboher. to the belief that hA 
has'sxihieyed a merited sucoess/and his' self'*eonoeit-is fattened* His forte 
is ascertained, and iie grows only in that direction. The temptations ai^ 
strong, and many, who might have been mighty, have fallen b^ore them. 

The opposite extreme is not as ridiculous or as blameworthy^ but man? 
A teacher failing to see immediate results is plunged at|Onoe into -a slough 
of despond. He has mistaken his calling,: and ftll labor therein beoomes to 
him mere drudgery. A teacher '.of ordinary attainments, wishing to 
avoid these unhappy, extremes, will modestly learn wisdom of others, and 
oalm in the persuasion that be is. laboring faithfully toward a right end in 
the right way, and by use of the right means, he patiently awaits resnltfli 
One may dig deep in our Western pairies and find neither haeel nilt nor 
adorn, and yet when fires are checked, both oak and hasel bash appear^ 
The true teacher well knows that when the fires of ignorance and super* 
stition are kept off the oultivated mind, the seed- planted there, though 
lonff and securely hidden, wiH germinate and grow to the blessing of main 
kincL 

Intimately oonnected with the extremp. views .ieaehers take of their own 
abUity will be found extreme views of the charaoter of their work^ .Bat 
here the extremes all lie upon one side of what should be the goldea 
mefin. None can place too high dn estimate upon the importance of this 
work. Many may fail to appreciate its value. One runs into the mad 
chase After physical culture, as the ne plus kUra of education, and> would 
make a giant with neither 'bmin ito direet to aipropernse of the power 
gained, nor heart to bo mot!^ by sympathy. #ith, or love for the manj 
worthy objects in whose behalf this giant poiw^ should be used. Others, 
neglecting both body and heart, fill th:e brain iwith* knowledge, which will 
be denied to all others and make of its possessor' a selfish 'and .dyspeptic 
misanthrope. Others toil at the heart of the- pupil until they awaken 
there sympathy and love for the right and hatred ;for :eyil, but there is nei- 
ther muscular power nor brain power to do what the pupil so keenly feelt 
aught to be done, and in despair at the' hopeless misery; and inourable 
vices of this world the- victim of misreducation either, •becomes ^a xocluse ie 
this wicked world, or hastens himself to some other^ which he faintly hopes 
may prove a better world The proper and. happy bleo ding of those three 
extremes will bring the teacher jbaek to.Jiis t^iWe position, l^resident Hill 
defines a child to be f'awill governing a .body, Uu/iier: the impulse of pas^ 
eion, and under the guidaqee of .reason." ;This definition suits my present 
purpose. From this it will. ap^eer- that the. passioii^s (including the affeo« 
tious) and the will are of no less eonsequenoe thail the reason, nor wenU 



idtli^r t>e of itmoh Tfdrth eiobt^tai c^uucMbediwitk thohoif. The tesMA 
propelled bj" wind n^eclB Both hCfto dnd masteri! v The steamer, with dngiira 
needs both pilot and rudder; 'Hselm-iind mastet dLa be -of little servios'W an 
nnseaWdrthy ship. vBngtfie, pilot fusd rudder ntay tbcrsooner siaka rotteii 
Bteamef.: The body tntait be the first oare of ^verr sensible teaohftr;- All 
ezeroises of lihe sobool rmai mast have 4me^e|gaTa t« tbeiifodyy^witkonl 
whose healthy Mticm all otb^nr powei^s mnstproVe-' oft less iavail^ wbateyisr 
their degree' of ottlt-Btfe. -: i : • • .»; «« .i 

And yet {Physical training alone WiTl not 0ultiyat0 the jfiitid noi* save the 
soil}. A complete master of Lewis' light gyinnj^'stics may b4 an igooranras 
of a rake, or Doth. The grace and beauify thil^'dystefti iriest stirely d6vd- 
opes, w 11 but make the fool less reSp^cteid; dnd' the |)ro!fligat7ef more! d^ger- 
ous * No ^etisibje teachej' will thei^Jfcirt' make it' the ehtf ,ibf his work, out 
will use it as a very efficient n^eans to a, higher arid l^liei' eifd, the intel- 
lectual and iidoral culture of thcj "being wbo dwells in th^'body, and "makes 
it for himself a cdmfortable home. ' [ '■ ''':'.> 

The will musrbiB trained, 'botbrbken. The qhild with, a brbken \fiU ijs a 
trteamer with an exploded boiler. Thebreafeitig'of the willas it is attempt- 
ed, and sometimes accomplished, by the Squeers class of teachcts, ^nifaiscti- 
lates the child ai^d makes him an inoffepsive and useless ^nobody.' The 
will needs training. ' : :i» : .i." 

There ^is no passion to which the human heart is su^jeet. that has not its 
use. Anger, hatred- and kibdred rpassions are not neoessarily malevplent* 
Their exercise may be an set 'of bebeYolenoe-Wkernbraiight to bear-(iipoii 

f»roper objeiCts and in the^ right way; iJtod\ the embodiment of all goodness^ 
B^^aid to exercise hatred aiid an^er.* These passions need 'to be cultivated, 
iFot sdiothered. Dfnch of'the mischief of little children, andof the way- 
wardness of older ^hildrem comes frotQ an atieinpt on the-part.of the 
teacher to cms& oiat of the'^^ild that which is a pi^tof his. nature. >> 
' Understanding the character of his work the teacher may: still miidtake 
the capacity of his> pupils. • He^e are dangerous oxtreines- to • be avoided^ 
Ih notbino: connected with the teacher's work is there so^ maoh to call out 
the exercise of common sonse as in the estimate he plac^Sivprni the-capaoity 
of his pupils.' Precocious children are urged forward into ani overgrow^ 
imbecility, while 4;hose of less mental vigor are ehided into almost listlese 
idiocy. ' <^ Crack scholars " and <* crack classes'' are too often paraded be^ 
fore a wondering public by a teacher, when ambition gets the better. of fats 
MBsei Pride, haaghtiness and conceit, are thus foste];jed. Tho»B, whose 
only fault is that of a mpre natiural develiopment, whose irainds grow slowly 
while the body is attaining its strength and vigor, aiie drivednback inte* the 
shade from- which they are ^ever galled fo];tb. to fe,el,the sunlight of a SQfi|le, 
OTi the cheer of, a kind word^ They canoot, and of /Course. w,ill::.npt ■ trj^ 
One class ^burn^ out q.uiokly^ the other smoulders oijitfior in tl^eir d^ec^ i;er 
tirement thej are fanned by no breeze*. and stirred by no amj^i'ti^n^ Qft 
M I have seen; a.class ,saierifi<^.to thev^in attempt j to pull qr push the 
majority ^nto^an even pi^ce wjth th^ few marked lones, I have thought ^f 
the gardener, who wishing ito fga^ time. and ^xpenfe^ pli^ited. some ftoy^et 
seed^ with l|ie p9<le: bejanfSy that; .tl^e,s|^lk wght'sei;vo afi;a. sppport. to the 
eliwUng b^siupf^ i Tme tQ,it>.o.i^ture the bean.Qoil^d spirally, al^pu]!; the stalk 
otf> perpeiMlipukj; ^pwth wd i^.reliaApejap(^r^h0/|i:|Qrflpvf/»^:Pr^yM^t^ru^ 
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for it ha/i ^tardlj IftolmiieA to itift prood 8«pport>€f before it wfts pulled up 
bj Iho roots, and tbuf the mere luefid w^b s^eriflced to th^ more showji 
. While single individuAla ol uiy sekool nmy beeome great by the acei* 
dent of 8lation» the majoritffraiid a Very latge ml^orit j, must be relative* 
l^ small men. If ie tbe-vildest ioenceit'in a- teadbw toiieei in every urehin 
fatferehinr^ president or fierier or CDOgreseman';. j(nd i(S be so posaess* 
ed, of.' .this ooneeit aathat hisi-courae shall be 8hiaped>towtaird n special fit^ 
ing of these future magnates for their stations is tbe'l^eripst foUy. If, 
through furtui^q'/^. &eal(a, any one of the whole number should be lifted into 
place and power, it is far bettpr thf^t his early training shoald have been 
Buchi as to develop his goodness, his humility. , .. The training of tbe child 
should have reference tQ, the certainty of his manhood^ xatlier than to the 
probabilit;!^ of hifii exaltation, to his^^ct^ual rather.thap to his possible wants. 
Nor will ho 4isplay;.a greater common sense, who, knowing that the large mar- 
jority must bei trained for ordinary duties, selects the few who are to be hon« 
ored of men, and impresses upon them the sense of their importance. The 
enpfbryo pref^ident, in the eqd, quay prove a hungry WaiteHnpon tbe table 
of }^s less promising sohpplmate. Fortune vfill ma^e a mock of all fool- 
ish predictions. 

The true teacher will know no pi^odigiea to laud, tko dunces to borate; 
Convinced that minds differ, he will neither overtax the.jDM>derate, nor de- 
lay the non-active, 'but he will! curb- the child fwhofse. jl»ain eulruns the 
bodyt while be'eneourageSy.or it may be, gends'the one )wbose body saps 
thebraint There* is tine extreme to whieh I must call attention, in this 
t)onn^tiom; The mental digestive organs of our children must :be of 
ebormous'SiJto and power, if thejr prove adequate to the t«sk imposed upon 
them by many of oui extremists, who i believe bey sraild gixbi of 13 oas 
master, in the oonrse of s few easy oral lesson^i whiii. the lifetime of New* 
ton, of Oavier,' of La- Place, GepermcuS. Of Breseott, , and of other ripe 
fiohblars arid thinkers was not sufficient for. In; our mad. haste to know 
Ure most of everything in the least possible time, .we learn nothing well. 
While I admiroithe principle of oral iastruotion, and- deem the introduo* 
tion of what is called object teaching a great and desirable improvement, 
i would caution all against the eattreme notion that ihisris thegrand high* 
way:ito knowledge^ aikd' that .hereafter pupils have nothing to do but ut in 
lux trious coaches^ while they, are carilea wdth railroad speed to the very 
eaknmit of the hill of soiieDieo. 

■ Pestalozdi says ^ <* The first object in edtioatidn mviit be to teach the 
'ohild!taobserve«with accuracy ; the Second to express with oorreotnesathe 
result of his -obeervationBLi" 

> Both these objects require liiuch long conthnied and patient labor fk/ 
their fitttainment; Ne ueW' systems of educati<^ will chauge in tbe leas^ 
liattir^l capacity, nor dAtt we* yet disprove the maxin^ " thSre is no excel^ 
lehce withotit iabor%" ' Mind is sibout what it hae beeb fbtr oemturies past. 
Methods have changed, but* none have yet ddn^ iftwiiy with the good goispel 
ohrder of thitrgs^^'lrstf the blad^, th^u theetff, th^ th^full oorn in |he 
eiir.'^ I do not expidct'tb Jive to i^e^ the time whdH'nientalporfeetioii shall 
be the work of a day, oi^Whetkiftentiil activity shAll n^kiisrger bedrany re» 
latiori to m^tital '.vigor/ T6 tlocbmplish any tMia^g dUfe ttttut labk^. HemaV 
s^ tread thd'sake roBid hiirMhiirs traterded^ bu« hiiif' nl^^^'eiki^iitfl «g weU 



^g ilieirs jD^TlLst be step l>yJBtep.. JTh/e mi;of ^ence J^a^. npt he^n. graded 
'dowA, nor has the s^iU of'maii ii^y^ed aaj easier toute to its- Biijpmit. 
TThe paths : fire, ipore . nttmer ous ajad they dr e o{)en ed . to ^ ^xore; 5t^deul^, biit 
-each one who vi^ould reach thq.snmmit muBt toil as others h^ye done before 
^im. IJeyKo listens to pretty stories glibly told, or jswallows crude ideas,. 
Bng^NGoated thi^t they may tickjieothp nalate, ,.ai^i^,fan9ic|s that thus .he Is 
to be "borne on flowery beds of ease ' to the end of' his intelkctual jour- 
ney, wjll. find, himself still and foreyer at .the, foot of the hill Bte. must 
gird himself to the task Wore him.. Be may en^oy pleasant scenes, snuff 
«weet odor8> taste luscious fruitSi as he goes on, but he must himself go on 
if h0 would go T^p;;; That t^aober who would persofi'de himself or his pu-. 
piis that he ca,n: carry them arouqd obstaojies by a little object lesson 
^eio^r, is a dangerous ,extremist. Np part of th^ teacher's wbi:k requires 
BO much hard study as that of preparation for, givitvg a correct object les- 
son,;, such a lesson as shall impiress.tr^tn upon the mind of the child in 
i3uch;a:]|]^nner as to awaken hi9^pur,iosity, to flre him fvith zeal in its pur- 
'siiit, ^nd:to cultivate all his powers, by.presentinff and enforcing the ne- 
t^essity of their eterci^. ^''^ object lesson should be so preseijited as not 
^0 Sfatisfy the mind, but to awaken in, it new. thought, and thus lead it to 
tiiore tafufsst seieking after truth;. J.i should neyer diminish the labor of 
the student, but should demand greater labor and>^cure the supply of its 
-tlemands through the, interest. ^Wakexied in .th6. subject by its careful and 
proper presentation. , Object la^ons will not, diminish the labors of the 
. teacher, but .will increa&Q his labors, , and those ^ho expect an easier tasdc 
becanse of the introduction o|b. this: principle latoour system of education, 
may as well cease to aspire to the work of the teacher at once. IJ .regard 
this method pf instructipi^.as yaliiable whei^p^pperly. viewed, .^.n'i suitably 
^prepared for, but as a yery'.dangeroujs experiment in the hands P^ the un- 
qualified, who attempt ** to daub wi^thuntempcced, mortar/' What shall be 
done ? Shall it be thrown aside .because effort must be mado.to pi^cpare for 
it ? No true tcachervfill for ft moment listen to such a suggestion. . 89^9 will 
tire in the tape aiid (all ont; Some will prat^ noisily abput soine lew c[ual-- 
ities of objects, vi^ry improperly understood, and dream. of success^ but they, 
will after a While awake to find it but a d^eam. .Ajcopt this, improvement 
with la full purpose to make it ai]^;lQ^proyeme];xt. To accomplish this resist 
you must spare no pains, shrink at nq toil, yield , to 90 disoouragement^ii 
but press heartily and with si/^gle.eye onwarqin the work jou. are det^*- 
mined to honor. In spite of th^ trnth set fortl^ ;by. Dr vHolIaj;id in his lei* 
ter to Thomas Arnold Jones, labor to make z* tl^e Jarger view of tep.ching 
^and of education," the prevalent view, Read .what Dr. Holland says : 

'' It is astonishing how almost UniY,e.r&ally.,it is the opinion that educa- 
tion consists in the ctaming into a child's mif^d.thp ppntenMi of a pile of 
text books. X ^0 not; think that I etxaggeqatp at al( .W^^^ £ ^J that th^ee 
quarter^ of the teachers of Ameficanyou^h^prajptiQaUy^pon^der. fitness, fox 
teachiiig to C0if]ai$|t in the ability tqco^duc^) ^i^ci^^onsjfrQm^tl^e usual i^xi^ 
books, and' that three quarte;:s of the people, whptiaye chiJd^e^.to be ed% 
tsated regard eduQatio^a^.cpnfisUng.entirely .inia<Bqairing,tli^^a^^^ .to an- 
""swer such qne&i}ion8 aa these teachi^r^ inay.pfopo'^e from th^ t^eiict books in 
their hapds. .The larger,, y;cw 0^ jt^ching ai}d,ipf cdupatiof^ ,is not thef 
.prev^ljQnt view. .Teaching is oonducited pftep by men wbo axe not coni^^ 

6s^p f 
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tent to do aiiytUng else* They take up teaching, ail ,s( pfeparHtioii forcfth* 
0r work. A man teaches as a preparatiopi for 'pr^aohini^— ^as a ^ssiepping^ 
stone to something better-r-as a meaniEi. of eai^ing.iinoncpr tb' enable him to 
lekm enongh'todo some qtber wb>fk. ** Ftfheki for tecicJ^in^^' seems to 
dome, a long time before Jitness for driything iifoe comes: and is tcr/atn- 
ly not Regarded as ihdicttitng d vkry high degree of kntellecttud ad^ 
vancenient.^^ ; * • ' . ' . . 

' Mistaken yiews of a child's capacity lead to othet eitr^mes in tltier man^ 
ner of imparting instniotion. ' Some expect too intich of children^ othera 
give them very little ^redit for any intellect; Some help too little, others 
too much. .Some ffive strong meat to babes, others dilute' yery mnch the 
ikiilk they should nave. In the former case, ihe digestive organs are de 
stroyed by haying too much to do ; in the latter, they are worn otit in the 
vain chase after Something they may do. While. I haye no love for, or de- 
sire to see, infant prodigies, incessant, fOxiBll^ baby Mlk disgust snic. Those^ 
who under the^hcied necessity of coming dovm to. the cap$.city of children, 
use the silliest twaddle^ are as ' much to be pitied for their folly, as the 
liian who, in addressing an infant class, asked' them for **'an epitptne of a 
discourse" they had heard, and* then fearing that the word •• epitome*' 
might not be thoroughly understood by them, politely told them, that it 
was *' synonymous with synopsis." » •: . ■ 

Teachers should address children a^ if they hiid minds', -but should re-' 
lAember, that they are children, Vhose imnas wJ^yet haVe little grtisplr 
They should ne^^er usef words that a child cannot understand, but 'may use 
wojrds that a child does not understand rf still within the reach of his com^ 
prehension. . ' ' ■. ' 

But leaying manner of instruction let me glllncid at exti^iBmes in the 
fficdter taught. In this country everybody 'cbZ^tSa/«>: Oal^laiion is with 
too many the end and aim of all education. You Will fin i In the primary room 
calculi or small stones ; a little farther on, the numeral frame and child's 
anrithmetic; yet farther along, thfe slate and "ciphering l)obk," day books, 
journals and ledgers, algebras,. geometriics, and ending as you' begin, with 
calculus the educated man becoteeS 'a calculating' aminkl.. This is well 
enough if you would make of a inan an Arabic character 6r dollar mark/ 
This I do not' understand to be the design of our Oi^ator; though, per- 
haps, some ** cute Yankee'^, may think it Would be a great improvement 
upon the original. This will serte as a Sample of a' class of ^iztifemists. I 
Wbiild condemn; viz :' hobby-riders. Whatever the name of thefr steed, 
they are narrow-minded extremists. . ' . 

Hero I may be met by the eminently practical man, whfo would tedcb 
nothing but that which may be immediately and directly used— the man of 
the Gradgrind stamp, who would neither papeif wdlS nor carpet rooihs, lest 
contrary to fact — flowers should be trodden underfoot of m^n ih'dittfng^ 
rooms or parloris, orhorsfes be found walkitg up ^hd doWn the sides of 
rooms, or trees and houses be found standing there without' support'-^— the 
* nian made up of dry facts, hard, angular and repuls'Ve. . , . ' 
" God has gfyen to all pupils fancy, imagination and ctfriosity. These are^ 
efficient helps in the pursuit of knowledge. They dethaind .cultivation, or, 
it may be, restraint, out they should tf^et be smothered under a dry load? 
Af:pra€tiealn«sft. Again^ school hours at^ not' sufficiently ; k>dg 1>e wm-- 
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rant the attempt to crowd the mind of, the pupil with all the. facts proper 
to he'leariied. It is bditer tdjjlVe the mbre' iimportant or leading eleiileii<> 
tairjr facts, and so to, at^iikeil thought and ekcite curi'osiitT,'as to s^cnre tite 
acquisition of new facts afi^t is'ohbpl da^s have deased. Our text-bodks 
contain many things that are hotter for^ottefn thati remembered: ' All con- 
tain'much more than it ip wdi'tli the'^hub of atfy pupil to memorize. The 
Ifi^st important often abdorh tlie time that shouM be giren to the indre yal« 
uable. Avoid extremes here, for there is as much danger in discarding the 
book entirely, as in adhering to its every letter. The jewels must be se* 
lected from the mass — the things worth rememhenng selected-*-the things 
worth forgetting cast aside. ",.'"' 

The road traveled repeatedly, becomes uninteresting' to any one who 
has not his eyes and ea)*s op6n. ' Soime plod on' in the same dull and proisj 

iting word for word 
after noveltids till 
path 'they shiJuTdhave trod, until they are lost in a 
wilderness boundless, monotonous and uninteresting. While it is absolute- 
ly necessary to preserve the same toad, in the main, the teacher who -would 
avoid extremes, will study out new 'at taction 8 by the way, so that the same 
may appear to himself and Bis pupils a new way. It' was my good fortune 
to. listen to a course of lectures updn natural science, by a gentleman who 
had occupied the same place for. more than forty, years, . He kept his heart 
young during this long period. ' His mind 'i^as ever frfeishand lively. /By 
close study, he kepi^ pace With the advanceis^ made in each' department ^of 
natural science, and came to successive repetitions of his annual bourse ;of 
lectures, with increased ^est and' interest'. Lon^ experience and practice 
hiad made his manipulations perfect) and I rejoiced ofteu, as I heard him, 
that I, was a member of his^^tc^A rat"Ser than tof hik Jirst class. 

The field 3f natural science is perhaps, better adapted than any other ip 
the growth of the teacher, but there is no necessity for the tiller of ^tijr 
field becoming dwarfed and dried'., racilities for new illustrations inultipty 
ofn eivery hand The true teiacher will seek for, appi*opriate and digest tn^eh 
food as he may find after diligent dearch.' ' ', ^ 

Variety of illustration .is demanded by different habits of thotight, 
and he who uses no others.than those furnished by the text book he* adapts 
will fail to reach a large clasff 6f" brs'fiupils ..Different minds rqfach 'fee 
aame result' by different 'rdads.'. PTipsibians Ri^t iheix medicixies t<y tSe- 
donstitulional habits or the present "physical d6ildition of th'^r.j^jtticfdis. ^ 
Quacks have one dose for everv ailment, and eacH" doe(^ is.'proi|Dunbid*a' 
specific for every disease- to whii^h' flesh &lls hoirl 

In the discipline of tlie school, as well as iii its instructioTij there' ate 
extremes to be avoided. The relation of the teacher to hiii pupils should 
be neither that of an oviBrbearing task master or ovei^eer, nor yet of .an 
eaves-dropper at watch'. -Nor should he alloW his pupils the license sb 
freiely used by thosiB whp would only '**^6e let alone. Ho mufet neit;beU'l)e 
omel nor lax in discipline. CoMistkiii fitMness^ tempered With kindnessi 
Will be his rule. 

v A little knowledjgebf hunian'kiatnre'ie essential to the education of 
the morals, arid, to the de^ortineiit of the jrtipifa. " For- the Wantolf ft," 
iQanSr a child baa had his spint chafed, his tamper siimred, and injhiry doiile 
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to his dispoaitiaD, vfaiob^no.lEnbwledge WMjittre^ ocmiS. compeoiAte or Atone 
fyt. It is one thing io goveia a scholar, and. quite another thing to lead 
the Bflbolar to govern himself, It is one thing to subdae a child to right 
action by the rnle, and another th;ng, bj a little addresB, to lead him to 
ohoose that right action. I'tie former educates his'bad paesions, makinir 
hiDi'impatient and malidbf^ ; the latter edue^tes his better feelioga in m. 
tb*t is lovely and of gopdreport. The tatter alone is education, in its. 
onW appropriate sense /' i i-f 

.Li'all that pertains to tfce diBciplW of the- iohool room, the order of 
good Benae is, first wh&t ia right, then what' ib uaeful, then what is proper 
and, l^Bt of all,' what is expedient, Whatever is right cannot bnt be ose- 
&d 4nd proper. Whenever: but one coui'se of action i" any given case is 
^ht, that course ia also expedient/ and it le the only expedient course. 
When a choice may be ifiade between sev^al courses of conduct, either of 
which is absolutely right, then the most cKpudient may bo the best. The 
philosophy that nwlieB expediency the busts of right, and makes all vir- 
t-aoofl. action ^ring from policy, must inirvitabk fad (o make men better. 
Those who have tried it have;Mt its fallacy. In all the work of a e^ool 
rooDtrthe teacher of oommob sense will abide strictly by tbo right. From 
several right courses, he will select such as in general will best acoompUsh 
the end sought; £r6m these he will cliuuao such as are best adapted to the 
claps of cases immccUately before bitn. and between the proper courses he 
will decide uj>on that which will, in the partieul^t case, most speedily pro- 
duce the desired result. 

yhe relation of the teacher to his patrons hears directly upon his snc- 
oessin the discipline of the sehool. He must, be neither an onlcatl nor a 
meddler. He will neither attUBie nor pretume. £te will not show conceit 
nor undue /amiliari(j/. He will be neither petJonttc nor uncouf A. Inall 
lus intercourse with men he must be above a^ers without impresaitig them 
wHh a sense of his superiority. "He m^y h^ve more learning, but, bs 
««cUinly has less manners,'^ was'a ren^li. I overheard a short timo since, 
as I passed some workmeb'who were discussing tlie.relative merits of two 

tewhcrs. ^ _ .,^ 

. Tbe teacher should he a oitiaen in sympathy . with those about him and 
conforming to the circumptances punoundmghiiD. . t cannot express, «b 
w;flUi as is done by Sr Holland, ^pt | wpuid say upon this point. In his 
lottos to Thomas Ainold Jpnes, from Vhich I have oefore quoted, I find 
the folloiting excellent advice 1 , 

"I wieh to impress upon you the groat truth t^at your exceHencQah^ 
success as a teacher depend entirely upon the style and strength of yoid 
ifanhood. The ability Iq niaiatain otuct iu the school, and to conduct reci- 
tations, with measurable intelligence, is not extraordinary. It is, pQsseu- 
ed^by a large number of people, but that higher power to which I'h'ave a^ 
teippted to direct yoii'r' attention is extraoro^iary, The teachers are .not 
m#ny,who poss^ess, it, or who intelligently aim to win St. It is not a gar- 
ment to be taken off nie a coat, but it is the result of the loving coatqsk 
of a ceserous nature ^itib tbo^e creat and beautiful realities of which the 
text books only present the dry deSJiitionSi.. The g^eat'^at naturalist of this 
oountry-j-perhaps the create^ti ojf sjpy country— is a |teaoher^ whose eqaal 
it would be hard to find amotig nations of teacbers ; and this is true, not 
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because he l^ows somnol^ twt i>ecau0^ he is so poiuch. ., No young mind 
oau come within the rea^eh ^f Obiis voi<^^>Vd'r^h^uenc^ ^ithout being toucmeid 
by his sublime enthusiaflm, . No, pupi^ ever speaks oiT hiro, save with 
bx;ightened or moist^ed ey^s. J. have heard women jpronounce the nt^me 
in many places, scattered between Maine and the Mississippi, and alwayti 
i^ such terms of gratitiude ,and, i^r^isQ that i^ seemed t as if the bright^t' 
^ys which they recalled were not those, of ch^dhoo'd, ^nd not those spent 
with parents, or lovers,, or l^usban^^ but 'those passed at the feet of tha|; 
noblest of ^ucajiiOrs au4 a.niipirersT--A|gassi?. Dr. Arnold was a, great 
schoolmaster simply becfms^^ ^^. jWjftS, 'a great map. Bi|8 * fitness ' for Ep^- 
i^g recitations was tbe smallest part of his fitoiess for ^teaching. Indeed, 
it was nothing but what he shiped in coQiqion .with ,|ihe most in^fferent of. 
hisja^aifstants at J(S^^g|)y. ;. !^is^^^ne^ f^r teaphih^ coii^isted inhiskndwl- 
edge of human nature and of tbe world'^ his pure and lofty aims, his self- 
denying devotion to the .work which employed his time- ^nd power, his lofty 
example, his strong, genqraus* -0[iagneMc.manhoQd* That which fitted hjbn 
peculiarly for teaching FasJ.pjtecJis^y ijiiat ^hich' would ^have fitted him pe- 
culiarly for any other office in the seryf^e ^f m^n,*^, . 

W^th the earpest labors of the teachers of Wisconsin I have been ac- 
quainted; of their self-J^ciTfi^ng toiji IhfiVfe been a witness ; to their 4e- 
rotion to their work I b^ar.tebtlmoi^y, atifd yet'Ican find no more fitting 
advice than is comprehended in this brief sentence : -. 

" The best way to imjprove orf^'s condition, is to improve one's self.'* 
To you, sir, my.sucQ^ssor iii.th^ gre^t wprk of superintending the ete- 
cational interestli of k noble state, X cpnimit these interests most cheeff ful* 
ly, assured that your experience and yoHir long familiarity with the work 
wfll correct the errors into which I niay have. feUen. And let me bespeak 
for you, though I need npt do.it. thjo sympj^thy and cooperation of thoB«^ 
whjo have ma|o my labprp ih pleasant dttrin]g the time I have been connect- 
ed with them. V • ■;"•:".'■•■•"■■■ ■•■■' '■'■ ' i ' 

Very Trdf Yottf 8, ' 

'^■•■^r^'- ■• ' ■'^' '■'•■'•• -JL^Ii. PIOKARD; 
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by section 2, of article 10. oliibe*OoQfilitu^i4»ni it is provided, that>'«*ibei 
w6ceeds of all kiids th^t have been or h^redfter may be granted byjl^ie^ 
Utiited States to thiiif'8tatc, fbi^ edudajtioriat^parposes, .reiioept lands hef^^- 
tofore granted for the purposes of a University,) and all moneys, andjitie: 
clear proceeds of all pfbjierty tba^ ^iay ttfoertte ito^the iState by forfeiture or 
e^eat^; and all moneys which may be paid as ap equiyalent for eisemptiba^ 
frotti milit^y duty ; and the''cl6Ar't>roo^diiiof «Mt»ioitocolleot^^ iniUhe: 
several bounties for any'breach of ^he penal Ikws ;• and allmbneys ajising fromi 
any^ant to the State, where the purposes: af'difah gradt are not siieeiSefll;; 
and Ihefive hundred ibMiaiid'abred of lattds; io which the State isteotitM, 
by the provisions of an'act'OtfngtesSj'«itiitled '«i>aot to appropriate thieri 
proceeds <yf the sales of 'publid latfdsr And %o;£fantlpre-emption rights,' ap4> 
proved the fourth day of S^einrber, one ihodsaaid eight hundred and forty- 

■■■■•■•■ '■ -''-.Ji-i •'• iii ;•':;.•■' iijiii- ii ;!;■/, I- . . i. ■ . • .\v\-. ■ 
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OD^e; and al^o the fiye.pet centum of tlie net jiroceeds of tVe pi^blic lands to 
wbicli the State shail ,be (Bntitkd otiber, admission intb tbe XJnioh, (if 
Congress ^ball consent to sucb applroprtati6n of tb^ two grants last men^ 
tipned,) shall 'bo set impart a^ a sepapate fuiid^ to be called the School 

FuAd." ■ ■". ';' 

By sections 24 and' 25, chapter 29 ; and* section 1, chapter 67, Kevised' 
Stat;tites, it is alpo provided, that twenty-five ^(^Ir cent, of the iet proceefls 
of, the lands granted by act of Cobgress, approyed' September 28, 1860, 
a^d ill tha purchMe' money for- the lands selected by or'niider the authoritiy 
of /tliis St^te, in lieti of s#amp and overflowei^ lands, sold or . otherwise 
disppsed gf by the United States," since the passage of the aforesaid grknt^. 
inc act, shall form a part'of.'th'e School Fund. .' ' " ' . ' * 

It will be seen that the School Fund is deriy^ ft6m the following 



sources : 



1.- Every sislteenth election. . .... 

2. The 500,000 'aijres granted by dct of of September 4, 1841. 

3. ' Swamp lands, " ^one-fourth According to Sialie law. ) 

4' Fines for breacnes of penal lai^iBi ' ' *. * ' 

. Th^five pcr.Qontun^.ojf the» net^ proc^^pof 8#I;efl^,Qf jubli<? lands, to. wVch 
thfi State .was entitled upon; its a^nussion jntQ.t^^ been 

received. This sum has beenwitbhey by. thi^:Q;eneral Government, onao-. 
count of .claims against the St^te, growing out of,. I^he. Bock River oanal 
gB«^. This account, it is believed,, will soon .be adjusted and .settled, the 
matter having been. reffxred to the Pommissioner of ruolic Lances, under 4i- 
r^otipn of the; Pcpartmeat of the Interior, .^he. a;nu)unt that ought to be 
roalii^ed fr^om this> i^pjurce is about,. $2^0^000, subject* to such claims a§,the 

Gtovemment may have against it, = r ■ >, . i 

.'The amount accruing to the JSchool Fundiiromfin)9S and forfeitures dur- 

^ ing the past year is but $1,483, 18. Some legislation would .seem, to he. 

' necessary, in order' that the fif/^.4/n^j5jn:ot^pjt|rely lose what it ought to re- 
ceiyeifrom thjsisoiirci^. Every county treasurer should be required to keep 
an accurate account of all moneys paid to him on account of fines, penal- 
ties and forfeitures, separate and. distinct from other accounts, and of the 
expenses deducted by the supervisors, as authorized by section 7, chap- 
ter 121, laws of 1859, and(4 ]^tate|net^t ;ifl deitail should be transmitted 
to the State treasurer accompanying the amount paid into the State 
treasury. An annual report! of the Condition. • qf this aocpunt sh >uld;fce 
re^nireid Ifrom every county : treasurer ta the.^tsite' treasurer; wip[,ether ik^ 
expedsesi incurred by the co.uaty for; proaecuting for fio^, etc,, exceed the* 
reeidipts or-not. •■• • ■ ■ \. /\\ vi ' . : •• -.■'■:( : :. ,...;:;•. ••i-'i. 

- r Sixteenth section landu and < the 500,0^0 ac)[te tract,' ihav^ l^n , i^pos^j 
sold,* the purchasers paying ten peri cent. oir the purchase :X9Q|iy in; ^advance, 
andi receiving certi&tesof Balei>i]^on,phicli>sfiyen;p(Qr oenUianAuaj.fpjter/^t' 
must be paid in adiva^ce. Byaotutf Aptril' 2; 1<863> 4;he Legislature oh^ged 
thleroonditions of sale aisi follows: i!'K! ^.i! 

I'SiBCTioN l.i The commissionelrs io(f^hooL:a)ad; u^versity l^^ds 9^q here- 
b}r authorized and required to! gtaduat^ a^. reduce the prices ;P^8ph.oolj;(^id 
university lands now belonging t(> lihis-fitate,: ikit^the manner berehiaftier 
specified; ; Upon iall^i^bh Xmxqa as h^ve-iOiiievs-beeasQldiu^p^.' forfeited, ^nd. 

resold to the State, and which shall remain in the hands of the State mn- 
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sold upon tjbedaj of the passage; of. this aot,;the pr^pq ^bali be reduced, by 
deducting from the price now fixed bylaw, the amoantj of the iniierest, 
penalties, and advertising due the State at the time of such re-sale, and 
twenty per cent, of the amourft of principal due the State at the time of 
forfeiture : provided, that in no case ^hall suchi lands be sold for less 
than seventy-five cents per acre, exclusive of all taxes. 

Sec 2. Upon all school and university lands now belonging the State,- 
whieh have once been offered for' sale, and not sold, ajptd, which shall remain 
unsold on the day of the passage of this act, the price now fixed by law 
shall be reduced by deducting therefrom thirty-three and one-third per cent: 
jprodidid, that in no case shall sueh lanft be sold* for -iliess. than; seventy-five 
eents'per acre • : .■'.■■.' . > i o [• = 

Sbo. 3. At leas^ ohe-fourth of .the purchase invonoy of aU school and 
university land^ stiall he paid at the time of the Sfil6> thereof^ and the com- 
missioners may re(}uiri the whole pdce thereof -at the time 6f. sale, if in 
their judgment the interests of the State shall demand it. In ease full 
payment be made at the ■time' of purehase, no attdavii shall be required of 
the purchaser. ^ •' - • ' ; .; . iri ' 

Interest paid previous to the Slst day of Miay is by law made advance 
payment. Six months a^e allowed for riBdemplion of lands forfeited for 
non-payment of interest, and a penalty of three per cent, upon the pur- 
ehase money due is required of the holder of the certificate. At the ex- 
piration of the time allowed for redemption, the lands are offered for sale, 
and if no purchaser appears,, they are bid in by the State. 

Until 1862, aU money received from sale of school lands, and one fourtk 
of that received from sales of swamp and overflowed lands, with the pro-: 
ceeds of fines paid into, the State treasuty, and the three per cent, penalty 
for non-payment of interest, weire loaned at seven per cent, intereist in sums 
not exceeding 9^00 to one person. By act of March 28, 1863, it is pro- 
vided that '*The Ooijimissioners of the school and university lands are 
hereby authorized and directed to invest, in preference to all other loans 
and investments, the principal of the school fund now in the treasury, or 
which may be hereafter paid in, in the bonds of the State of Wisconsin. 
Interest shall be paid on the funds so invested, at the rate of seven per 
eenium per annum; oh the thirty-first day of May, in each yfear ; ana iL 
sum sufficient to pay. such interest . is hereby annually, appropriated out of 
the Slate treasury for that purpose/' Since March, 1863, thd whole? 
amount subject to loan has been invested in Stkte botads: ' Unthlr exists 
ing arrangements the interest remains the same, the expense is diminished 
and. there is no: diminution of income from forfeitures. . .'. 

The condition of the School Fund Sept. 30, 1864, was As follows : 

Due»on" School Land C0rtific^tes $861,217 57 

Due on Loau8 secured by moitga^e, ....* 571,135 DO 

Dueou Loans to the State, 620,000 00 

Due on Sw^arnp Land Loans and Certificates,... 66,070 09 

; : ; Total fiind ott. if^tere^, ,^u>a--' -.^^JH'iw i^-^* .-^h wt^ni-tr •i>i»») $«^^-^?^^ fl? 



I ! I 



The. pc^ducjiire scl^ol f^nd i^ a{ti^te$[;by foirleitures an^ impuiiltAof^ 
loans. Forfefied lands, yhjBn iJd W by tfce pta^e, diminish.' jJh'e produc- 
tive fund, but increase the non-productive' fund^ s^nd 'inerefo^^ the 
income. ' 



Tile fottowitig is a coittpflirdtiyo atetement of tli9 'tntleret^ bettKing iviiid» 
for 1«63 and 1864 V ' , 

' 1863 1864 

Dtie oh School LandCeitiicates, $l,lt3«^43 «8 f8ttl,2i7 5T 

Due oil n.ort gag 68 and Si a4* bonds, y l,b§7^7 OS 1.19M3& 90- . 

Dve.oD b^ii«p f,ai>d Qei ti^cAtes and Loau8> w . 8^^786 .54 66,070 09- 

prtiduciive fand, , $2.'2«2,4<j6 15 ft2. 118,423 5^ 



Total 



There is, as appeal's fVond the above, a decrease of tho interest beaiio^ 
fund since the 30th of September of $144,042 59. In school ]aqd eoi^n 
oertifica tea there 'is a decrease of $31^,0^5 Ql. Thi» atisea frotn an ex- 
cess^f fotfeitilres And- paymet^ts oter salei^ during' the pftst = year. In 
school fund loans th^re if an increase of $1^8,6&8. ^^7^ XJbis amimnt; 
shows the excess of pajKdvits of certificates and loan^ arer forfeit jad loan d. 
The decrease of $}e,7i6' 46 in swamp land certificatee and;loanB ftrise» 
from forfeitures and payments exceeding sales daring the year* .. 

The transaotions in the Fund during the year, <oridi9§ Se))tr 30, 1864,, 
are, according ^to the report of the Secretary of State, as foUotrs ;. 

.... , _ , , 

RECEIPTS, 



Sales, ': S31^3C91 ......v....... 

I>ue8, .i..ii ..:.... .V l^h^^ 07 , ^ 

Loanv....; ,-.-,^.J.., ..:,.. .,. . 116i^l4;68 ,-:..:.,.=-. 

PeiiaUy andadveit^in^,,.!.^, m»^.«.-.» 3,685, 23 '.'. *... 

Tax?«...^........:i. V-.- -- s?»ai7| 11 .: ._::., 

Ffnes ■.:,.,.....■::'.,':■:■',. : -.i :....• -• ■ ),48l i8-... ..._..... .- 

Refuiid^ ftVjmbouDtiCs,. «..:... ..^.Li^..«. u 4-ii^,^\ -j.. : $8:48 ,.;.-. *-wi. ..--.. 

• ■;:.■•.,.. ■..,. !. : ^mfi;f%:^. ... ...,,-:' 

i, . ly^BUliSEMENTfl. ..: ^, . 

JUOailp, ..•«. ...^ ...'. «• ■ ,^... m p^ ' «•.. a.«. .... ..••••. a^a.a. a... .».. ^V^CftjOO W 

Delii.qiK at taxes, '_,\;.. ......... J. .V,'..." -- -Jl:.-. 20,6S2 24 

JLUV(:*TiI&I11K| a... ••., •••.. J'm'mi. •'.'.. B.^. ^'a.. ..^A vislM't-Mtt- As..«.«4>».'kaa. . J,«H)9 Kf' 

Refunded,;'.:.... ......... .^-i,..^ ,.»..... .•.4.«.»> ^..i.'k.j. .■»... w^c^r.**- 1»P16 5^ 

Aj^opriafLu^O; to Joaroa) of Education .,.,.... .,p^.; ...,»..,-.•, .t . >,. .^ , . ^18 011> 

'' '• ■ ■ •■''■• ■• f32'a^44l 33Sl;505 ^ 

Balance Seit. 30, 1863,..^.: ..:.... -:l..:-.w;.: J*-. 7,adO:02' a.-.^i ..j.'.^.. 
BalancB4Bept. 30,1864a..:.......: 4-.-.- ..-- 1 3,4^94 

' ?f33e,00^ 43 ' ^36.0(?4 43l 

' ' '. J. ' I' ■ ■ — ^ II... ' V i I II I 1 1 J-u .| 1 , 1 , , fc. 

i i ■■'■ 1 '•■■..'■ . 

.... . ... . . . . ' . • ■ • .f « ., i 

- The^ appropriation of $318 to the editor of the Journal of Education^ 
froin the school fund, was undoubtedly made by mistake, and will proha-> 



69 

» 

Forfeited lands, ;, , // .1 !/ /<). i nO'l^fA ^^ ^®^ 

Number of tracto, , \ 1616 1848 

' ■•• • • - ' .i > =. -roTTTfTr''^-? i .:r r«',r. . ,,. 'y-rT™ ..,,'. -,.;,• ..» j.. f), u , , 

Quarter ending Dec. 31, 1862, acreff^^.':.'.'.!.^ :':7f./:l*i'^.i;L^i':'''i Jjl'Al^'.''' 9)IBnM 

• . do., .^.-. March. 31, 1863, acres, , 12.476 3^ 

h do.. ....June 30, 1863,,^rea.,.,,,..^,...„ .^.. .../;i\^. ^..: :...'...." 12:1^6.36 

do sept.8o, i86iacr78,.:v..;:..i?::..y::.J.:..\',?:i-.>::.^^^ 



I . . • , ' • ' ' ' 



Total sal. 8 for theyfear,....'..,. ..., ..l,. ..'...,, .....,i,'..,.' 4^,037.15 

Quarter ending- Dec. ^^1, ikk} ifci^'JlllL':.':'. Ji'Jl'::'. PiiJIl'/. ;'J 'l^i'^Jl'tL^'^' W6l»^ 

do March 31, 1864, acre%jc.^..i... ..i ^ ^^^u.^Hk^i it. .ua^f.! :.,,.«: >>!(Q,307.37 

*: do June 80, 1861, acres, <..j-^u^^uL^.liu*u^^-^.i.^. .^1,096,32 

,do Sept. 30, 1864, acres. 1^,.-. ,,v..a. .*)♦-► , .12,674.94 

>. '■• •■- J.- -.• • n .. •■., : ■ .' ..r r g0,(g86 :>^ 

• - . ■ 1 ■ 1" t ' -" 'T :f • . ■ ' . 

" ' 'SCHOOL FUND INCOME. 

Ttis fund eoQflists o£ ittf»»flfki«i» ^^Itjiftetateii x^[^iti¥i^je8|t^ !,/i;>^lo^p9 

•i^ter deduotiiig;Q3:(>en«j38jfQV:pacidUpg|L ffji^rk ;bi|Qe; pTPt^o^riif g ))^#^^ 
ing forfeiteft klids; «!•., >kr%tiifWiilj^^|l]^i?tUMj^9dY Jb^t^^ffi., i^^X^ph' ^i 
l^th days of Jiule«;!to i^be §0!iQl4ei|.pfvj^bd [g^t«i^/;f|LviB^^4.|fl4^ f^j^98ual* 
ly caused by the same circumstauces tbat lead to large forfeitures and tbi^ 
tb^ productive fund is diinSuAeid.^d jtbe woi»)ts<afi ^f^mP/^Wf^^^*^ 

The foUowiDg statement shows the receipts and di8burseiq^f^Qf;|>^e 
School Fund Income, for the year ending September 30, 186^. 

« 
■HEOfellPTg. ''' I 

Receipts, $155,379 64 

• *» , .'.* 

•■ ,I)liBU?SifeSi^NTS. 

Apportionment by State Superibienaent,^....!.' ;... •.•.•........•. 9l5},0ltf^59 

Clerks in Land Department,:::,.:-.;. ;,4.»-. ;...; .-...--..... • •6,-94r54 

Protecting lands, ,...,;,. .^.^ :; .-..'t-t-, -i -- — - 871 9^ 

Appropriation to Joarnal of Ediic^tion, . . ^ . ._ ^...: ...^. .:....:. 9, 588 Tft 

Printing, .v.. :,. ,.':';' :v... .-;:..::.i. 308 41' 

Refunded, -...-..,.:^ V-;:;.:,^ ^.,;;;..... 6,296 00 

Dictionaries; ,..; ;v ^--nV-V -i - .-. 900 00 

Appraisers of fori eiteid mrotgage|t^laf ds . .J. .. . , ;;j> ....;. ^ ; . 1, 256 44 



^ * i i* ^Mk. 



,1 '• 



$155,379 64 170,164 78 

Balance September 30, 1863,..^V-* -v w -i-- •- •29,721 47 

Balance September^, 1864;.:.^;..^ '-tpt-Inni ,--- -------- -.-. - 14.936 33 



' - 



Il8(^a01 11 la&lQ] 11 



1%e (ftpiotint of •the^dd«f8t|9e)Bohoel SsQd^^]ibQtodctrilo.fNr^itpfi;(Jfi& 
879 64, must have been during the last fiscal yeiEur^ (2,219, 709. .li. 



ee 
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APPORTIONMENT FOR 1864. 



On the 20tli day of Jjme,^ft3X apportionment w,a8 made to the towns anl 
counties of the State. "T^e amount per scholar^ for all persons between the 
f^QS of four and twenty years, was 47 cents. 



»•».•-• 



^150,949 43 
24 64 



•pi^^niount apportioned was, .' "- ^ 

fextriklft correct error of last year, Harmony, RcJckOonntJ-,.^.! 

f ; .Making whole amount apportioned, ,....,....,'..- , $150,974 07 

A statement in detail of the apportionment to the several towns and 

counties of the state, will be found in appendix table No, % 

^he'^bole amount of income payable to the orijkr- of the . r . 

8tirte?Supeiint«»ndentf«rtheyear, i8..,l ^,...*v... .:.-- $154,457.82 

Af>^)orti6ned. as »bove« ^...w.. $150*974 07 

Paid for Webster's Dictionary,— chap. 11. G. L. 1864 900 00 

f*ald f*y^ Journal of Education — chap. 23, revised statutes, 

' sections 103-107 , 2,683 75 



:iI/.(»"/! <!/ T'! .l«M)]j:)tl54,467 82 $154,457,82 




p6|^if s)^W's'bdt'the''M^ii^ 4ti:ittoney once ap« 

ff^tiV^^edlb-nbt'jt^bfld bti^^ ftdisnHj^y; >it'ir<43$fried over to next 

y^t'iJtUttco^i oh''«]i^'S'ecrbtaty'8't]fo)(^scfit«d^heIMe> theW in the Secret 
tki'/ti a!dd Tt^sk^^^'Offices^l^ slid^ aft>elcM6tf orVdr«he> books m.this <^ 



• I ; > 



Thie^'ki^dJrtidnillbkMi ttoiH^lM^ Wld64,<iiititi8iv<)i> are «hown lyyi the fbl* 

IbwibgtaMeX"^-'^^^^'' ''' ' •^'■:'''-'''' -^'^''' -■/.•'ii'. ^:"sifi'.?:-'- -.: " ,• ' . '»^ 



Years* 



}U ('t;:.r. ::' 



1849 

1850 

1851...^.... 

mi 

>d5^.. 

1956.,::.... 
i85a^w 

1859.v-^ 

1860.._,.,. 

1862 

1.863^ ^<.^« 

ld&4. .-.---■ .^ . ^M ,.. .., ,... . , 



No. oiQI^ildreiu 






70, 457 
111.481 '*^^ 



Apportionment. 



.'• ' I ■■• 



165,125 
186,960 
2fl8.886 
241,646 
264,977 
278, 871 
288,984 
299, 782 
308, 656 
820,965 
329,906 



.88-10 cents per Scholar, 
to do 



138,279 45...L do..^,.. ^.,., 

165,125 72:... ...do..^: .... ..^: :.„L 



.,80 5-10.. w. do 
'**76........d6, 



> V • » ^ 



'T:' 



1 1 



66..... ...do.... 

75... do ... 

64 do.... 

o« .......do.... 

60 






-^ - ,. 



T-r 



•"I 



da 






lIVe-OEppclrticpiitfeiitlof ^eab^tycar is iiiaSeuviKHi fthe (report of .the. preyiotis 
year. .'J'>T.<ML\i:*; .UiT^ h:-j;.fi J3/:I OfM >>nrij.rjj fi-vvj ovjjf i-fiv.n ,} t:^ 



m 



\ Tie amount apportioned, for any year. wiU therefore be fo.nnd by multi- 
plying the number of children reported, t^.^ .wece^iUg yfjar,i)y thc) humtj^ . 

of cents apportioned that year. Tie number, pf jopttars lappprtioQe^'iiifi 
1864, is found by multiplying. 820,965,. the number reported for lS63y.b; 
47, the amount per scholar tor 1864' ' * — 



COST OF INSTRUOTIO'lt. 



/ \ 



•f 



'I t: 



The following table shows the average tax levied (for s^ool purposes per 
scholar ; the amount expended for each person of school age,'4noltraing the^ 
school fund income ; and the amount expended for ' eiadh scholar in attendr 
ance duriiig the past fifteen years:. i .,vr i , . , 



'-0 ■• --tj.--. 



-L U. 



Ill ■• 



• ■ -- 



Year. 



liB49.. 
1850.. 
1851.. 
1852 . . 
1853 . - 
1854.. 
1855.. 
185fi.. 
1857.. 
1858.. 
1859. . 
1660.. 
1861.. 
1862.. 
1863. . 
1864.. 



> -i 



Ayerage iaS'P^ 
. scholar for . 
schiooli fiiirposost 






■?^^o^ 



$1 08 



}I 



V ..I I.,.' I 



1 
1 

SI 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 



23. 

55 

H 

25 

96 

79 

13 

33 

29 



Alq^'t expended 
forfteaqk ^Bholflkr 
//)Cpcbfl<4.age; 



!• 



[ 



2 33 

2 86 

iari 

.1 gi|4||iiiin 



$1.^1 

i: Vii .ft>OI» 

■■■'' ,1 i/-l:.8«' . 

.11? 70 

2 68- 

. 2 59 

2 83 

.12 99 

.3 04 

2 97 

3 DO 
74 

o 81 r 

• > .1 ^r-d 551 



Am'teicpende^^ 
M per scholar ti^ .-. 
. . attendaqpe. r- ; / 



.•):■ 



(thl)tl 



'I 



i M 



I «I .1. 



$lf95 
<a>93 

i a 6e 

: .<kI8-96 
4.49 

■ 482 

Ml- .> •4 48 

•. .:.-4.«l 

4 40 

11 ;fl iBi^Sd 



■ii r <t * t. 



|» |IT> 



4.:Gt 

l"(IHl J '' 



.': .!•. : 



1 : i 



oil ■ !;o<» // 
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TKAVEL, &o. 

found little time to spend m'vismrig^mtferent'^paiftfs of 'i/n^' stat'e. ' ^Time 
has been found, however, to -attend teachers! .institutes in Portage QU^. 
Waukesha and Burlington. Besides talking to the'teabhersdurin^ thedwj^* 
evening addresses were delivered to the pdopld in Wittikesha and Bui'litli^^ 

ton. f.i i 

. :Fpr an, account, of the work done, durine. the , first nine months, of the 
yeair, ref^ren^e 91a/ :i)^:iill^{lH<^l^^ P^ -c2»iiiiunicaa{Ai ^ )»btii"^. 



WEB8M)R%'^'fiI<F»0NAitY.'M:' 'f -..i'/znll./tMfT 

By authority of Chapter ll,.€lteei»ft]\Ijil^w0VO|>1864, thei^o'^.weriQi.bpught. 
two htiMfed* c6p}€Jtf''of ^mbst^i^Uiabridged Dictionary. Of these there 
have been distributed since the last report from this department one|.)|jD^ 
dred and thirty-one,' for whiish p^epier Toubk«rft<lffe' OU'fild in: tUs oSoe.')M:i£ 

The fbllowing is a detailedstatement of thofE^WeAriftuiM k 



5»own—WrigM8town 8,, X6vDetokDaJ*l...^ ;,...:... ,... 4 

SiffiT/>--flfegQ6fei,Wf«iAiiHteei^n.'iu ..:.:....;.! fi 



AjdMXM—A 

C!nipf>9#a— ^Af itfMfi-1'y Sfgol'dLji .•..;ui*i..^Jj 'J. .•«•.•..« •«*...... .<b«.*^.i^ . ». •.•^«« f 

Columbia — West Poii.t 1, Newport 2 .u. •^-,,,^...,v,,.^. ,^^.,^.. ...,.,-.. 3 

Dane— Christiana 1. Middleton 1, Dunkirk 2, Vienna 2, Mazomanie 2 S 

Dodge— Lowell 1, PortlandX^rq^n-t^n- .,,- rrrt -^^-rtr.- ^ 

Door— Sturgeon Bay a, CWBMikl:.:...A.:\il.-.:'Vj). 4 

Dunn— Eled Cedar 2 2 

Jackson — flfancheRter 3 '- l.,,^.:..'.' ^..*.:^..^-. " 

Juneau— Kildare 2. Germaiit..wn 1 ^^.I^^'i^-ifl^I'-VO-.U :J'.;.'LJ.;jj!.V. ..'.: '-^ 

Kewaunee — Kewaunee 1. Lincoln 3.*.. ..^ 4 

La Crosse — Barrel , 1 

Lai y<iyette— Qliullsbni-g 1, Ai^le 1. Oentet 4. . u : . - . , 6 

MHttitowofe— Manitowoc 8. BaUml -i -. '. 4 

Marathon-^Tpxasl^KnoWltoni, WeBtott«, BaitdnlL 5 

Manjuette — Westfield 1 1 

Monroe— Adrian 1, Wellington 2, 0|ik Dale 2..' , ^ 

Outagamie-^Greenyille 1, Black.Creek l.^j.f ij.. Si 

B^pfib- Lima 3, Albany 2.*j^ k*.i ..., 4 

Pjefce— River Falls 1. Preicott 2.-i. ,..,•.; '. , 3 

Pdlk— Farmington 1, Qscebla 1, Fartningtfm il, Falls St. Croix 1. 4 

Flortage — Plover 1, Lanark2 «.-.* r -5 

Ehclne— Mt. Pleasant 1 ^L-.i J 

Richland— Sylvan 1- :...;.,. ^ * .... 1 

Bieck— Clinton 1 •♦ .y i 

8ti Croix— Malone 1, TVdy 1, HudaoB l..«.^-w .-3 

Bt^uk — Lavalle 1 j.. .^ , w--.v 1 

•hai^ano— Belle Plain 1..^ w ^K-k .- -.••.. • I 

Sheboygan— Greenbusk 1 ., 1^-^.^...^ ... 1 

TVreinpealeau — Trenipealfian 3. Lincbln 1^. iBurnside 1 5 

^riion— Christiana 1, Liberty 2, Forest 'X; Wheatland 1 .... & 

WaHiington— Wayne ly P«lk 1, Gerinantorwn 1 3 

^aiipaca— Scandinavial/Jola 2, Farming^n 1, ^ .... ..A 

Winnebago— N^kimi 1 OAhkoah L 2 

Wood— Lincoln 1, Sigeli 2 

Total '.1'/: .i'}:[jJ\'X: 118 

Total.. - <a 

^pef^ipits ^^ pj?t .^^f ^x. ^^JpP>|S^ -pf i^^, f^^ '^ou|it having ^6eb paid 
to tie State l^reasurer, oy Wnom'it is returned! io the income bf the' ScnofJ^ 
Fund. II - 

The following is tha¥<»rf!Mt)lrtttiJ «teJfl|«W^ -. i I M 7/ 

''Wd4i*'.' ■ -'•!'•*■'''•■:■'•!* «'•!- fi:---.'""- I'foir.', Ivjtl ')i j •.• li: !>• jn..'-; :..iDr* ■• >v.(3r- • 
Maroh'lil' a<oit)ui«h«l& af> WAt^m'^*^nBhrk^^p6ttl6mrf,filiApt» 



. J: 



M 

1864. 

October l^ By number distribated »i^h0i4 . . I'X • — - « » 1 18 

" •« " Boldsec. 4, chapt. 41... ^ 

■ •'■■•I!: •■• .■ •" ■ .'I ; " l lll.fiilitiTlTl.KUIrt 

tUe.faUoVmff Is a slaiemeat if t^ iiam}^^^ 
October 1, 1864: . ' ' . ,' ' / ' '". ' 

-tkNMftira and Tt4^a- >• •,••'.':• •, i-..., .-r ,- . . • i ..,/.. ,^: 

ilaDO~*!^Jr]^n3]\>86 l«»-««j. * . *•*. ^atf j^ .(•• v » »jk . s*^*-;^ «» ^ ^f^f»^*,4v «*•>•• *.)'*•*,••.* ••^ • N*i4f| -i 

Dodge — Chester 1.-. .. .».,!.«. ^.4.. .»»».>.»..•> .«.-w..i ,..»»»..-.-....' .1. * 

Jeffereon-rKoshkonotiK 1... =..' ....,...''.'.. '.'.i'.' .:.:;. .■.,.....:;*/ '. 

Jtineatt-— Worfcrwoe 1 '. . . . ...: .».»> » .•;'.'.*'4-^wl'Li.V:i.i';.',ylU4 .'.*. .4.*v.j:*^»'.f,' 1 

PlOfCe'^^rt.lVer Jl Rll8 LtwJ. .*• » . «»I« ^.••. w'« ate. *.!,*. «k^» ;ub> . w<«» aitfi 4. « »'«4 •««||.^^>ww»u*'i V 

Raoiii6-~Wilterford !..»» «\.»^.,^...«^4«»,..\4. . . w..^^^.,^. ,^«. .«^ ....^..^ x-^Anlf 

Walworlh-Sharon 1.. .., ..^ .--•.:*•.'.---.►...............'... .'r^I 



WaslliDgton— Wajne and Addl^Oo t. 



•■ ■ • . !. 



Total .•.•.:.,-. ...iiy-.....:..Ai.v...«;...i .*'--*w..*«w.Uij1« 

BietidtiHries have been soM/t6:tepl[Mc^'fil^O(Mili6iJi'%v.di8tri«t0»<»^ 
b^lrt, 1864, as fbllbwff :'■■■' '''.'■■ -f -•'•>'■■'•■••• • ■• ^.i . : • i)...-. ,.)-)iii. 

Gountipa and TowDflk ".;'•' r . .. ;; 

y c riioD~~*v»iiri8KiaHa 1 •••«« .*••.««•.« •«** ••«■ ■*«• •••. .'. •. .a*4 .... •.»*'#a._ .aa*..! l 

Walwt)rUi.-LaFayettee 1 .U ...T..*.::,. J;..:;.. ...^ ........ ..1. ..4.^...'" jf^ 

Juti^i: — Wonewoc 1'... '...'.;*■; ..'-■» l-*..''.-."! .v:'. i'*v' i .-•■.'i.'iyr.v.^'.- J. ''•!? 

Thefollowmg is the aoeoiuit with tlia dtate,),i . ; ..;i 

Jnom G, McJfi^n SuperinUfujUtU 6f<> Ptifiie tiidrt^ ' i • .'n. 

In account wUh the State of Wteconein. 

1864, ' ' ' Dr. O. 

October 1 . To Dictionaries receited fi*om J. L, Pickard * 79 

1864. . ' •::■ .■'.'. . ^ ', .•./.■.'■ 

Dec'ber 10. By number distribtited as above i.. j.^**..*. ^..a* , .. ; ^ 8 

*' " sold, sec. 4, chapt.' 41 "...:..;■.".-.. ".4. J*. ^. " ' ' 3 

•» *♦ " remalniwgod bftod^d...... ij.. .w.w««'44.A •• , <i'€8 

lA >i iiiimt*iiw>ii.li:A/Mim' 

Total. .... .... 4«.. .... .... ..•• .•if«i«M4l;*4t4>;v4^«**>*.^ ««W4. ; 7^ . . ] ;{ '//79 



» 1 



Sioce the last purcbase was made tbefe has been pdbiisbecl a h^w"' ^edi- 
tion of Webster's Dictionary by .tb^\ jpflfeliAbei:* of th6 tortxiet editt^n, 



Messrs. C &.G. Merriam, of .%^ijgftel4^,MaM. Tbere isUWjle ^ 
and nothing attainable, that relates to'tlie Englisn language, not' found in 
the new edition. In many respects it far surpasses the old, and is profti^' 
bly superior to any other English piotionary yet published. 

In order to meet applications triHil tf^t^'di^f^icts, it is estimated that ond 
•bundredi in addition to those on handi will be required. 

' i I , . i i » ■ I J . 

■ ' •■■• ii. . , ..y/i • 

• . ">'■•■ ' < ''. <.ii ..1/ / -; 
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TEXTBOOKS* 



• tlnifotmitj of text books tHiiyd'^oxit the IStite; ' If ' deslfable, is practlo- 
albly unaitainalble. Bj section 63, chapter 10, Kevised Statutes, the State 
Buperintendent is required ** to recommend the introduction of the most 
approved t^;Kt liofks^, %nd lus fax :a8^ practicable to secure uniformity in. the 
Use of ^exi booksi iri the cbmmoii' Bchob'Is t"hr6tighbut tfie Statt^V By Sec- 
tion 63, chapter 155, Laws 1863, it is provided that '* the Boaird' in eacti 
school district shall have power, under the advice -of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, to determine what school and text -books shall be used 
^i the several branches taught in the School of such district.'^ 

. Where different series of text bAoks, on the same subject, are in use in 
ft school, it is obviously the duty -of the District. Board to adopt such 
bdoks as will secure uniformity. Economy requires this. The Board 
ought to adopt such books as their judgment ^pprpves, and then require 
the teachers employed by them to use the Dooks selected and no others. 
Much complaint is made on account of frequent, changes, made without re- 
flection and with no regard to the list recommended by this department. ^ 
Intereated partiesy l^,plausihl|9 Y9pr^9^^atiol|^ to teachers of little experi- 
ence, and offers of new books for old, to District. Boar<^, sucoeedin effect- 
ing changes that ultimately prove expensive, embarrassing and pernicious. 
When uniformity exists in a school there can seldom ariiBe a necessity for 
a change. ' When changes become necessary for the good pf the school, and 
the Board adopts such books as it deeins to be best, notice should be given 
of its action throughout the district, and all persons, both parents and 

teachers, be required to conform to such action. 

The following books have been examined, and they arc recommended for 
the double object of securing. tmlfoin^tyi' bo iariis praldtiQable, andobiain- 
ing for our schools books believed j^obe adapjbed to tlieir wants : 

• ■ . •' '-*. -w »v •> ■.■•■■.,.' 

•, ♦ ORTHOGRAPHT. 

Watson's Phonetic Tablets^ 

The National Pronouncing Spell^f* =! « . 

'Spelling should be taught ui connectipo with eT(Bior«;6chopl. exercise. • Lesaons can be se* 
leoted by teacher&from the reading books, or from any'other book used at recitation. 

■ Wright's Analytical Orthography. 

Sanders' Analysis. 




■»«■ /I > -D i'-'"''' '■ •''^'^'' .'^.'i-:! ;,... .;--,!j <i.{ .j-.iilj;.- , .....till- 

McGuFFBY s Readers* * 

Parker and Watson's Readers. 
Sanders' Union readers. 

^hefie are eztensiTely used and are of about equal meriU 
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This fl«rie9 is soQiewhftt^noTfl in dtmgQ ftiHi ifipiQBO in 1^(9^,fifihQo\» of tbe Sjtf^iei 'It- itf 
Worthy of attaolipn; , An obJoiotm to aU ihefp tie^iM lAibM^eMbjDpiiWn? ft:pm.nTe,iloMn|rofi 
books. District boards will nod it advantageous to select from aiffereot series four books aa 
a series adapted to the wants of their respective schools. Two for the primary class^ one 
for the more advanced and another for tn6 Kfg|ttib!At'dN«Sy will answer for most of our distriot 
schools. 



ABlTHMlTIOd* 



,C'»' ••-• if't.'c') '' :» /:■(,!'>/. '<> 



Stoddard Intellectiial Anthmetio. 
Borinson'b Practical Arit^unj^tiq* 
Rat's Higher Arithmetic* 

PENMANSHIP AND BOOK fc]^l|yfl^4,i'f ,'m;w n>r,.;:-- 

^ VX><m',.|;.v||M '..ir/-.,..- 

StBNCBR's Wrtiting Books. . , f;.!) .fl <'.'/ '. 

Brtani? & STRATToK'iD^CIIoiimiifiP^hool Bopk-Eee|NV»g<y ' / t-.k 
Brtant & Stratton's High School Book-Keeping..,. [. ,:^ n/»M..: 

7''! •.'\o*'':t) ?«.;:••/!?'[ >'/;:};:!/./' 
HISTORIES^'-" • "vH »^-.^'*'l- *i *"/*..i/ • 7r 

Goodrich's I^irst Book of Hi«bMr]|^;( (F^ter Parley). 

Goodrich's History of the United States. 

Webber's- Outlines of History. r.mo :!/ ^' / ;« 

History should be taught. oro^ in ^Ver]t'^riDi«t7^ schboli'ad'd^iQ iadh66Ul'of '^t(^ l^ifidftf 
Where classes are not formeiiatid tormaluoelinif tion .|;iveiit . ; i, ' ; ! i > . U'.Y :, '< ; - ■;••';• 

OEOaBAPHIBS^ 

MiTGHBtL's Outline Maps. 

Pelton's Outline Maps. ./■!(• •■:i.;-v'l {/::') '■'-..•..•ii ''..'.•..,-/.// 

White's Class Book of Geography^ viini -'. . . j.' 




MoNallt's Geography. 
Mitchell's Geography* .:: j .. :/.. 

These are extensivelj used and Adapted to common schools. 

The Gomprehemsive Geography,' ^^Alldttftiid'SliiiirJ.'^''* ' </"!! -/. 

This work embraces all that can be taught on the subjc^ UiCTOs^^boU^ aiid firw^MHbx' 
tbe.attention of Distriet Boards. •- ii.''t rr...' ;. . .t ■;.'. ■' 

lHaLISH eRAMMAtiS^ 

. is. •/..!. i.'-f). •' '. "..' (j.'i.'r 
Greene's Grammar^ 

Brown's Grammars ;>>i i- iilf'^'l . .,'Vr-.fn.: ••(! 'oi-.M-fr.!. ' .:•.•.;;■' 
These are generally used tmd ticfdking will bd gfained.fa(si;<fKQi|iMgilqrIj|hiMi IbRrf^y A^^ 

Wwk ou the subject. .:.I>:m7.' ^m v[,,r.i>j :p'.?>x:,>rj 

Kbrl's Grammars. (Elementa]:|7f•fHIl|'G(npapre1^elil6iy^)[.' ^'-ly^io/vj^M^ 
These are not oMich usedy having been reoently publialMdy. 't^mnafli>ih9iHkg''mkfJsMk 



I'" I ' ■'• . ^ 



«ilheY of the othefs, will And these books w^ A4H»t94ft<i j^ ¥ii^tna^ 09, frado^, schoolt of 

theState. . . , 

No primary i^Hlr is reeiMbtteiiileA. Ottildi^en shdohl lettrtt to «?Miiit osfnuU/jf, Lamff 

«bbiira be lelahied ii» Kite i^hftftiufy ftdboohl^ bat he «eJbio» ciM»t \ik Uiight'lher«» 

• , .. ' ■ ..■■■..'■■' ■ •. •. ■ •' ' ■ . 

i". ■, '' ■■ '"..'..' •" . OOllPO0ITlONv. ' 

Lit.iBNtHAt.^8 Thtngd Taagbt. 
Qt^AOKiNBOs' Composition. 
Willson's Treatise on PttnctufttioQ. 

.. I •;■'..■ ^» ! . I ' 1 1 

• . , . j[ f , . • • i 

NATtBAL 60liSNail> £tO. 

•i. ■.-•;?■.• 

W»tLs* Nattural Philosophy* 

S*ot5KflARDt's Chcmfitrtirjr^ :. . ' .- 

LooMis' Physiology. 

Carat's Botany. ... -^ . : ?. : ;i' 

Olmsted's Astfoiiwny'. ''\ (OoibMoi9rdelio<(>l S^itm)^ 

LooMis* Geology. ' 

Warben's Physioai Geography* 

Wayland's Political Eooftomy* .nn 



IIaV's Algebras. ^■^T'-ijl k. ., >fiii -t >•. 

Epfr;iNSOMS; Geometry,: aadTrlgOQometty.^. ^ » ».. 
Olmsted's Natural Philowphy. (<Gmvef8ity'ficUti<m)i;< 
]K.obin0On's Astronomy. (University Edition). • 

■..-. . •.'.:■;•<•!• 
MINIMAL AND MORAL SOIENOB. 

WatlaKd's Ifttelleotual Philosophy. :..i' • :. u 

*" Moral Science. . ; : • ' . ^ j>i;i'J 

0ywSrf8 MoreiiL^iiadni is teopmAftuii^ to teiEiclie^a 6f '^l gtai^^N of ^eh0(>!s, assag^est^ 
ias well as instructive. ' 

JLANQUAftE. '• •'':-•{-■ •' ' ■.:...'■ 

■ • I ■..'.■ I n 1 I , . • 1 • ; I • . . ii . ■ ■• , ■ ,' • 

Andrews and StoJ}^»A«S>- SI iatkl(ftrwiMiMMS: I s^^ , . . 

.Ku^JSTBu's Greek Grammar. . p . : . (; ., :- 

Woodbury's German Cotirse* » / • 

Fasquelle's French OouJrse. 

BOOltS ^F RF^fttil^Oji. 

Wbbst^&'s iJnahridged Dictionary, (Edition 1864)* '»"<^^^'' ' . "< 
■ 'iPowLfeB^B Engl»Bk'Gi<aiiime^.^'>ii''-.: ■-■• i-- :;.f : ;-.-i jt.-. i. -. . v.. . • .. 
^REN^fl's Study of Words. 

"•'Oii*BVIHoticiDi«y'«f Art*-- -I-. ■■ i\ ■■.'.■■. -x .m'..{ ^..«-',;,; 
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Aktson's Cla^sioal Dicrtionary.. 
AVplbtoh's Cyclopeflia rf Bwfftuj^yJ' 
Ghambebs' EnoyclopecEUf ^Ti 
Applbton's Nefir Amertpan Oytdb^pefia/. 



f f 



BOOlto VOB TBAdBDiltfir. ' 



Wisconsin Journal of Udnpation. 

Babn abd's Papers for the Teiaeber. 

Paob's Theory and Practice of TeaoUiig. 

Hmerson's. School and SoKpolmasier. 

Calkins' Object Lessons. " 

Lb wis' Gymnastics. 

Hbbbsbt Spbkobb on Education. 



STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The association held its twelfth annual mWting at Milton, Norember 
15th, 16th and 17th. Charles H. AUen, Professor -of KbrmiJ Instriictioa,< 
Wisconsin University, presided. 

The subjects discussed were : " - o 

Examination of Teachers. .. ' 

Course of study in Common Sohools. ' .• 

Importance and place of Orial Teaching. 

History and Political Education in Scnoob, and 

Education of the orphan <^i]dreh of soldiers. - 

Addresses were delivered. by Hon. J. L. Pickard, Superintendent: of 
Schools, Chicago; and by others.' 

The attendance was large, and the sjnrit of those present, as* shown :by 
the discussions and resolutions, wa^ of the right kina. 

Kesolutions were passed' recommending the study of Histoij and Politic 
cal Science in our schools, and urging the State to make provision for tlid 
education and support of the destitute children i^ soldiet s, wbo ha^e died 
in the present war. 

This educational agency^ reeeiying no aid from the state, unobtrmdye 
yet powerful in its influencid, timing to promote knowledge, patriotism and 
virtue, controlled by no sect or party and yet encouraged by all, is deserv* 
ing of substantial support and hearty eoop^ ation. ■ 

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

This simple and economical agency has been efficiently Ujswd daring the 
past year, for promoting the imjjMroYement of teachers and exciting an ^ 
terest in jeducation among the people. Until a State Normal ^ehool is or- 
ganized, it is upon these meetings of teachers that we must rdy. ^ ■ r: 

County superintendents have held institutes in many of the cbuiitiei, 
and in some the sessions have been several weeks in length. The board of 
KoriUQal School Regenta have, by, their agent, held institutes inO^onto^ 
7'strp '■■ •■•..'.•. f* ./ •■ ^ .. 



AppletoD, Plover, Portage City, ^yf^ j afcgph a . :41m, Batlingio^. ^^etie'W^ 
desigued for tbe teaohere reeiding in'tlie oountieB [^ ea):BBt (be p!a{9^ .ytiers 
tbe lastitatea were held, and thej^fterefQotimjedv in, mobt^c^iea, Yqr. two 
weeks. Tbe atteadance, though not bo large aa in former years, Was siich 
as to encourage the board ti; t^p! i^fEoriB ^o-.^pi^ove tbe schoob bj furnish- 
ing them with better qualified teachere. . 

The plan upon which institutea are conJuctcd is tbo.aamo as that ««i- 
ally followed in other states. Tliej ar«, organised by the appuimtment ,of a 
Ohairman, Secretary and buanea^ Oomroittee, apd ph& daily a.essii as com- 
mence at nine and close at five, with .^vfo •koac,^ interraiasion. The oon- ■ 
doctor of the institute selects some subject from those branches taugl^t in 
our public schools, explains it, suggesting the best methoda of teacbmgat 
and the mistakes most frequently made in presaating it in the school room, 
and then answers such qnestiona as thoso iu attendance may n-isb to ask 
concerning it. A diecnssion of it. follows, when all present have an op- 
portunity of presenting their yiewa of the subject and of what has been 
said upon it. ._ ,- , .; ■>;,,;i| ;/:,, ,'^ pj 

"' e formed, and the exercises are made to conform to those of a 



well regulated BchooL Diffei^ent tft^hera are, from time tortine, apptfint- 
ed to conduct leolt^tiona and to'drijlielasaes, and the mistalics, noticed are 
mentioned, and thus the institute is made to ■3ub8fTvet)ie;pttrpQBe, 'of a 
normal school. The common branches are revi^w^; qjiestjcma s,re answored, 
propositiona are demonBtrated and problems of a diwsidli if^tif^^.^re solved. 
Subjeots relating to tbe science of - teaahing ^r^ e^aminedl 7he .proper 
coarse of study for oar pnbtio Bchopls ; the ,bt«t cl&Bi^.cation of .sohol^s ; 
the means of preventingfta^^iiUflS and ^eq^tTiDg OTiguIl^ity ; ,tne tnond in- 
struotion of the young; thedlrty of t^0^g:theni.,td. ro^pct rand. obey 
the laws of the land J th^ methpd.Qf aejqifriag the caoperatipn, of parents 
iu the education of thdr children ; the a^f|g^m^t[^. esse^tlAl to health; 
tte c<unptrativ,e-mMits of miaBd.i^ud.gf»dW:39ha(i!lB;. the relation of ttie' 
teacher to the state ;.!t))«Ga:at|d 9in>il^i^pi(<s, ^^4i^V^*^4^-V5lfI&t^Q'^^y> 
wtd (ho Bvecingdiare ^ent - in -atlaQdiJ^ lectpfe.s. HPonllioplfanbfiTing a 
Uaring Qpioi.ttM grbait. Bubj^otof^pubiin ija^ructiftii. ■ ,,.:."'■. 

:■ AU«sfettt»e^of'tbft iflPtitv-tB ft[a,pfibliqj _ai)^ thfl lespionp we ' gen^rftily 
attended by the people who feel an interest in our commbllt. eo^.^Is. . '. . 

,If our schools have' not Mtropadftd daring. the paat three,- y'eWBi if they 
are at preBeut;iii<t( prosperow .condition, :it-^iut.het>a(tributed mainly, to 
the -Infltitutes hild by tae county sup erititeudents, and the aboard of Nor^ 
mal School Regents ; and Bo^ffiden^lias this, edacatip|i|tj ifgenoj proved, 
that it is believed Bome provision for 'meeting the ueceaaary expenses for 
fuel, lights, printing, jfl^miationj ato-.i^ieallfi/for by the vital need of 
better trained teachers for our common schools. 

' ITlkB'efficisDQj. of theae/tnstJtutqs WGuJdihe promoted by a more general co- 
op eiatio a (in the part of .district.. boftrdiB in securing the attendance of 
teaeh^ es^loy^ by thm.; ; It is earnestly reeomtnended tba.t teaobcrs be 
allowed to di«miSB their BohoolB find j^idrod to attend th.c ,iiiBtkute held 
in'thoir neighborhood. The loBB of,tftme will be compensated by increas- 
:*dj«ffioiency on.theipart ffifthe teacher.. Hospitality on the part of the 
|Mopla, and ft gssfl^s .oooperation ^th the county auperinteudont, are al- 
ways needed, that Ibe expenses for board may not be suohj ^: to render it 
iiof oasible for teaoheiB to thlleul. 
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COLLEGES AND ACADEMIES. 

■ ■ I • ,:.• 

Theso institatians.form so important a part of oi^r o.ducaiio^^.]^ Qystem>. 
tliat it is to be regretted that so little information concerning ih^m is ia 
possession of this office. It is known, however, that they are extending 
their influence, improving their methods of instruction, and increasing their 
facilities for that culture of a high order, than which nothing is more need- 
ed in our state. It is hoped that the fact begios to be recognize^ f^hat 
their efCLciency will be promoted by diminishing rather than increasing their 
number. Some of them are still doing the work that ought to 'be done in 
our common schools^ to the detriment of the colleges themselves as, well a9 
the cause of public education. 

While the line. bet weeii the academy and the high school cannot be plain- 
ly drawn, as they are really schools of the same grade, that .between the 
high sphool and, the college ought to be well defined. While allowance 
mus^jbe made for tho circumstances attending th(^ founding of a college in 
a new state, there should be apparent each year ^^ increased etfort to raise 
it above the level of the common school, and it would seem that the time 
has now come in our- state, when the opUe^e curriculum should no longer 
embrace the branches strictly primary/. 

. The relation between the common 6chool and the college is one of mutu* 
al dependence, and that- stSite shows most practical wisdoia that cherisheg" 
both with equal care. 

THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM. 

The discussions at teachers' institutes and in th,e State Teachers' As- 
sociation during the past five years, have generallv l^d to expressions of 
opinion in favor of the system of school organization recommended by my 
predecessor in the last annual report from this office* County Superin- 
tendents in their special reports, with- two or three ex;coptions, approve of 
the township system, and the friends of education throughout the state 
seem to be of opinion that some modification of our present district organ- 
ization is desirable. 

As this subject was ably .disctissed in the report of last vear, it seems 
unnecessary to reiterate the reasons there given for a ohanffe 'in ^the law. 
but the plan there proposed M^as the result of extended observation and 
reflection, and is therefore wo^fthy of legislative consideration. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

During the past seven years, the Board of Normal School Regents have 
sought to secure normal training and instructioA, by aiding such institu- 
tions as have organized normal departments, and by holding teachers'" in- 
stitutes in different parts pf the^state. The number of departments at 
present organized, is seven ; and .the number of students examin^id during 
the present year, is less than seventy. Sufficient time has elapsed, since 
the present plan was adopted, tp show that the ostensible objects of the 
law are unattainable under the provisions of the act;. Our ej^periehce has 
not been unlike that of other states, in their efi'orts to orgamze nor^ual 
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scliools in connection with colleges and academi^tf. No fault attaches to 
the Hegents of Normal Schools, nor to the trustees of the institutions par 
ticipating' in the annual appropriation The plan is defective. It makes 
the normal department' subormnate, and does not provide for special train- 
incof teachers. 

Teachers' institutes have been more succcssfal. But they are -ac(apted 
father to awaken interest ainong the people, and to lead to the adoption of 
thd best miethods of instruction, than to secure tiiehtal discipline and self 
controlyand]d6vblo^e the ready sympathy, the sound judgment and rare tact 
so necessary to the teacher. These can be acquired and developed only 
under the favorable conditions afforded by a properly organized normal 
school. 

The amount expended in sttpport of our public, schools, annually, is more 
than one million of dollars. The manner in which, this large sum is used, 
depends principally upon the. character of the teachers employed. If they 
irs po6'rly qualified, the money is misdirected, the titne of our children 
wasted, and those results our schools were degngiled to secure, are .unat- 
tained. 

The ratperience of every country proves the normal school a necessiry 
part of a well devised and successful system of education: Maine, Massa* 
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Now Jersey, Michigan, 
Illinois, California and Minnesota, have normal schools in successfal oper- 
ation, and even Kansas has founded one, while no c^thitj of Europe is 
without them. 

Teaching is an art, and like every other tot, it is best learned by culti- 
vating it in schools founded for this specific- purpose. If the profession of 
the teacher is not regarded by those engagied in it, as well as by the public, 
as being h'oiiorable the community sufiers in one of its most important in^ 
terests. The worst results must inevitably follow from regarding instruc' 
tibn as a business that requires no special prepairatian. 

Much, aiiii even most, of the benefit that shptild be derived by our 
children from their attendance at school, is lost from want of previous 
training on the part of our teachers. A large portion of our youthful 
population can attend sehool but a small part of the year. To them good 
instruction is invaluable. A few months attendance, if guided by a teacher 
possessed of skill, ii^ worth more than years spent in schools controlled by 
those who have no special fitness for their important callitig. 

Legislation can commit no greater blunder than to ignore the claims of 
the school upon the state. Order, industry, frugality, honesty, all the vir- 
tues that preserve people arid adorn humanity spring from our schools, and 
te invigorate them, by fitting teachers for them, is an obvious dictate of 
patriotism, prudence and coQimpn sense. 

The present is believed to be nor an inauspicious tiHie to inaugurate the 
enterprise of founding a normal school. We must abandon the idea of 
making educational progress until this step is takeri^ To obtain eorapetent 
instructors for our children under existing circumstances, is simply im- 
possible. No investment can be made' from which the returns will be 
speedier or surer* "We must iniprbve our common schools or enlarge our 
I'efprm school. Indeed, no other measure so commends itself to a wise fore- 
east and calm reflection. Were our ptiblie schools mainaged with proper 
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eare, and provided witli suitable, teachjars, aU other institutions of learning 
would riBceive a new.impu^ije. Ifhose Sute^ tUat'liitye est^td^bediiorinal 
sbbobla have also* prosperoiis poll^^^s aiid iiniyersities, w]iile those dejsti^ 
lute of thetti hare faile^ to tealize the benefits, tljat ought, fo JkeS^Hyed 
ifromhi^hei-ytttstitutiotfs 0^^ ' The 'Cau3e is ohvlbt^s. 'Hjeriob, th'ofii^ 

i^ost ititejte&tfedih'faoflegUteinft u'nJVet^^^ tientff 

inderstanding its twtnsc'enidenft i'mportkncef/We'^fhq irarmert!*^^ <t 

ichools for the special trai'ningiiif teachers. ' • '• ' ' 
' The subject is respQCtfully iind (sarnestly cort^iiended to the att^i^tion Of 
ihe Legislature. =.n;v..i.;. :■ .ir^n ■ :-. i .• - ■ . • .: :.. . ^ 
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(&ENERAL REMARKS. , 

That our schools have not retrogaded during the past y^ar, that the 
people show* an increased interest in the education 9f the youth of the 
state, that teachers are better qualified and more successful, and that 
knowledge and virtue are gaining the ascendancy over ignorance and vice, 
may be asserted and perhaps proved. Still, those who observe most care- 
fully the condition of our educational institutions, and understand most 
elearly their relation to the welfare of the state, are not withiDut misgiv- 
ings that they come short of affording that security for the future or our 
. country which patriotism demands. There is an indifference in regard to 
the methods of instruction, an apathy concerning the means of education, 
that bodes evil to society. The means ai\d methods adapted to eur con- 
dition a few years since, will not meet the demands of the present. The 
last five years have called into exercise forces that had before lain dormant. 
War has developed energies that can be useful only as they can be con- 
trolled. To be satisfied with the educational agencies of the past is to be 
blind to the teachings of the present, and reckless of the claims of the fu-< 
iure. 

Although no radical changes in our school law are deemed advisable at 
the present time, yet, it is believed that our whole school system must be 
modified before many years to meet the demands of a change in society 
that could not be anticipated when the present system was devised. The 
terrible ordeal through which our country is passing has shown a necessity 
for a far more comprehensive plan of education than our laws embraced. 

Our great need at this time is better teaching. This subject has been al- 
ready discussed. Such legislation as will secure greater local interest and 
more direct supervision is much to be desired. The county superintency is 
a step in the right direction, and but a step. There is required for every 
town an organization that shall bring its schools under such control as 
will secure a oetter classification of schools, a more economical administra- 
tion of school affairs, a more careful seleotion of school officers, and the 
ftppointmenl of better qualified teachers. It would seem that the time a 
fichool is required to be taught, in order to entitle the district to share in 
the apportionment of the School Fund Income, should be lengthened. 
Power should be given the people to raise more money at their annual 
school meetings, for building school housen, than can now be raised. 



102 

Wba^eyer wasores Jilie^wisclom of .tbe Legislatare inaj devise to awakea 
interest in e^uoatioD, tQ.,reixiovo diBtrust from tl^i.^.^iniuds of tie peopk, 
and ip^pire^.Qoqfid^ce in. opr comiaoa Qclioob»ma8t be Wnificei^t. To pro- 
yide for thf , cbildren of the.^tate a generous ealture, to tfaia tbem fos 
liberty and us$Ci4Qess as citiaens, to. iisiplaDt in tbeiir minds a love, of tem- 
perance, order and all tbe virtues tbat become a free people, aretboiobjects 
tbat legislation sbould aim to secure Happily our oo . ... w dv .ioi>i;» ai l re- 
moved from tbe arena of party oon^cts and s otarian c(>ii rep tiou. Arouod 
tbem cluster our bopes of future progress and securit /. Tb.ey underlie the 
welfare of the State, and well deserve the fos:ering rare of the representa- 
tives of the people. _ 

BespectfuUy submitted, 



i. 



' ; 



JNO. G. MoMYNN. 
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544 

439 

604 

' 564 

640 
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Counties and Towns, 



•Manitowoc — eotdinued. 
Rockland. --.^... .. 

Schlrswitf. 

Two CreekS.,^ 

Two Kivem 



••*■» 



Totid. 



i •»•» 



MAbATHON-^ 

Berlin ^ ^-.-., 

Bast»ti >> 

Jenny 

KnoWttOli w 

Musiuf'e 

Marathofi ^. 

Su»ttin> . ...^ ^ 

Texas V i 

Wi Rton. 

WauHaii .^.- --v-^ -w ... 

Village. 



<« 



T()tal 



^AKKjDKTTE— 

Buffalo 

Cryfital La'ka. 

I>t)nirlas ...... 

I'arris ^ . 

Mccan 

Mont^llo 

Mound ville.,.. 

KeplikortK .... 

Newton... ..-. , 
'Oxford. 

Parkwaukee.-. 
•Shields 

Spiiny field..-. 

Wesmeld 



Total. 



No. of 
Children. 



WiLWAiniEE-— % 

Franklin ..^. .-%. •-.•.•.-* ^•. ^i.%. 

Gfeerifield ......i.^...*.^ 

Granville^ w-. „•* „.. 

Lak^ *. ..-^^ ^ 

Milwatikee -^^ 

Milwaukee Oity..w *-w ^ v. 

Oak Creek ^ .^ .. 

\Vairwatosa.w ^ v^.... > ^ w. 



178 

357 

87 

995 



9.466 



210 
19 
11 
42 

92 

ae 

82 

113 
313 



1.041 



318 
215 
274 
190 
147 
314 
175 
1«9 
223 
239 
215 
216 
97 
187 



2^19 



743 

9UI 

1>073 

781 

1-076 

18,446 

953 

' 1,168 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$83 66 

167 79 

40 89 

467 65 

4,44 9 02 

-'■ - I 



102 93 
8 93 
5 17 
19 74 
43 24 
40 42 
40 89 
15 04 

'Id 69 
53 11 

147 11 



25.140 



489 27 



■ ----- 1 



149 46 

101 05 

128 78 

89 30 

«9 09 

147 85 

82 25 

^1 23 

104 81 

112 33 

101 05 

101 {$3 

45 59 

B7 89 



1371 93 



349 21 
423 47 
5(»4 31 
367 07 
605 72 
9,669 63 
447 44 
548 96 

11 815 80 



Conntiea and Tottis. 


No, of 
ChildwD. 


Ap^on- 


Mo* BO"— ' 


166 
155 
45 

33 
107 
117 
134 
35S 
173 
136 
143 

83 
137 
169 
885 
194 
396 
122 
167 


*78 02 






31 15 








50 29 




















S3 92 








3»01 




































3X09 




OOOHTO- 






164 
144 

317 
139 

led 

121 


77 08- 








148 99 


















Total,.v - 


1,061 


500 08 


iZT' .-.:;:■■; 


973 
113 

'S 

909 
393 
30[ 
327 
503 
3»6 
SdO 
411 
66 

lie 
« 


«S7 31 
53 11 




70 03 




5 17 




96 S3 




137 71 




141 47 




336 41 




185 65 




130 30 








31 96 














I**^'-" •— " 


6^30 


1.963 40 



Coanttea uid Towni. 


•No. of 
ChUdren. 


meat. 


OUDKI*— 


1,058 
1,134 

779 
799 
1.427 
1,010 

758 












GraftOD _ 


375 53 
















C95S 

3d 
2116 

73 
isa 

376 

67 

es 

48 




Albany „ ' 


IS 98 
96 63 




33 84 








IS9 79 


















Totfcl „ 


918 


430 02 


'"ss;. _.. ; 


187 
45 
6 
6B 
40 
339 
163 
81 
66 
365 
360 
63 
50 
139 
19 


87 S» 
31 19 










M.r(ell 


107 68 






































Polk— 

Alden - - 


1,780 

130 
J39 
33 
160 
, 136 
. Bl 


8B6 60 

61 10 
63 H 
10 84 
75 90 
03 » 
23 07 










T-l-l -- - 


m 


396 57 



us 



Counties and Towns. 



J — _^ — • ■ • 

Portage — 

Almond.. 4 .- 

Amherst ) 

do Village 5 "'"' 

Belmont » , 

Bnena Vista.- *... 

EauPleine 

Hull I 

Jordan Village J 

Lanark ^ ,,.. 

Linwood , 

l^ew Hope «... 

Plover I 

do Village 5 

Pine Grove .--., *- 

Sharon 

Stockton.. ^ 

Stevens Point ,^" 

do City 

Total 



Raoiwb — 

Burlington ., 
Caledouia .. 

Dover , 

Mt. Pleasant, 
Norway..,., 
Kajmond. .>, 
KacineCity.. 
Rochester.., 
"Waterford ... 
Torkville 



Total 



BlOBLAND — 

Akan 

>BltM)m 

Buena Vista ... 

Dayton 

Eagle 

Forest ; 1... 

Henrietta. ;, 

Ithaca... 

Marshall II 

Orion p... 

Richwood « i. 

Rockbridge 

Sylvan «; 

Ivestford .-. 



Appopiion- 

MiO lit 



993 70 
113 74 

85 54 

80 84 
20 6& 

42 77 

84 60 
30 55 

94 4Z 

157 45 

64 86 

106 69^ 

105 28 

7 99^ 

202 67 

r,296 73. 



381 IT 

487 86 

^31 3r 

421 12 
192 23 
214 79s 
1,194 27 
163 56 
S'5 55 
^8 IS 



3.790 08 



63 


29 61 


300 


141 00 


351 


164 97 


246 


115 62 


36e 


172 02 


269 


126 43 


228 


107 16 


427 


^0 69 


290 


186 30 


223. 


104 81 


400 


188 OO 


252 


118 44 


353 


118 91 


^43 


114 2) 



119 



Ooanties and Towns. 



BioHLAKD — oontinned — 

Willow 

Kichland ..«, 

Total 



Aron 

Beloit 

do City 

Bradfoord 

Clinton 

Center ,. 

Fulton 

, Harmony 

* Extra for last year's error 

JanesTille 

do City 

Johnstown 

Lima ... ........... 

La Prairie -— .- 

Mae^nolia 

Milton ....... 

Newark 

Porter 

Plymouth - ,-. 

Kock 

Spring Valley . 

Turtle 

Union.. .. .. 

Total 

St. Croix — 

Cylon 

Eau Galle 

Erin. Prairie 

Emerald 

Hamnoond ..... 

Hudson .^ 

do City 

' Malone.., ^. 

Pleasant Valley,.. < 

Kichmond 

Ru8h River 

St. Joseph 

Springfield... 

' Star Prairie 

Somerset 

iTroy 

T Warren 

Total 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


205 


t96 36 


417 


195 99 


4^88 


2,130 51 


413 


194 11 


815 


148 05 


1.499 


704 53 


• 403 


189 41 


$30 


291 40 


888 


182 36 


721 


338 87 


406 


190 82 
24 64 


298 


140 06 


3,447 


1,620 09 


486 


204 92 


410 


192 70 


292 


137 24 


421 


197 87 


631 


296 57 


487 


228 89 


566 


265 55 


498 


. 234 06 


457 


214 79 


406 


190 82 


527 


247 69 


664 


312 08 


14304 


6.747 52 


70 


32 90 


41 


19 27 


199 


93 53 


54 


25 3a 


191 


89 77 


104 


' 48 88 


466 


219 02 


185 


63 45 


127 


59 69 


142 


66 74 


70 


32 90 


72 


33 84 


50 


23 50 


133 


62 51 


117 


54 99 


« 174 


81 78 


67 


31 49 


2^12 


1089 64 



,120 



Goanties and Towns. 



AUK — 

Baraboo. 

: Bear Creek. 

Dellona. 

Excelsior 

Fairfield 

Franklin 

Freedom.-.. -. 

Greenfield 

Honey Greek . 

■ IrontoD 

Lavalle.* 

Merrimack 

New Buffalo . - 
Prairie du Sac. 
Keedsbtlrg -.- 
Spring Green. 

Snmpter 

Troy. 

Washington. . . 

Westfield 

Winfield 

Woodland 



Total 



Shawano — 

Belle Plaine 

Hartland 

Pella. 

Richmond.. 
Shawano .^. 
Wankechon. 



Total 



Shbbotoan — 

Abbott. 

Greenbush ^. 

Hermanl 

Holland.. 

Lima 

Lyndon 

Mitchell: 

Moselle 

Plymoath 

Bhinei.... 

Russell^ 

Scott...*. 

Sheboygan 

Sheboygan Falls ., 

. Sheboygan Falls Village .,, 

; ■ Sheboygan Cky „.. 

'Wilson 



Apportion* 
ment. 




Total 




11, 141 



$399 03 
J20 32 
103 40 
137 71 

115 62 
153 22 

116 56 
146 64 
191 76 
197 40 

94 00 
143 82 
163 09 
347 33 
238 29 
173 43 
180 95 
160 74 
141 00 
170 14 
135 36 
109 51 

3,739 92 



35 72 
12 69 
31 02 
31 02 
11 75 
5 64 

127 84 



320 54 
299 39 
384 93 
, 444 15 
335 11 

258 50 
197 40 

214 79 
408 43 

259 44 
123 14 
267 90 

215 73 
345 45 
227 48 
718 16 
.215 73 

5 236 27 



'.( 



4. 



21 



■r 



Conoties and Towds . 



Tbbmpialvau — 

Arcadia 

Caledonia ... 

Ohase 

Ettrick 

Gale 

Lincoln 

Prestim 

Sumner 

Trempealeau , 



Total. 



YlRHON— 

Berjgccn. 

OhriBtiana . . 

Clinton 

Coon.. 

Franklin... 

Forest 

Greenwood . 

Genoa 

Hillsboro . . . 
Harmony... 
Hamburg . . . 
Jeffenwm ... 
Kickapoo... 

Libprty 

Stark 

Sterling 

Union 

Viroqua .... 

Webster 

White^town, 
Wheatland 

Total 



Waiworth— 

: Bloomfield** 

•• Darien 

Delavan 

East Troy 

Elkhorn 

Geneva 

Hudson 

La Grange 

La Fayetie 

. Linn'. , 

: Richmond 

Sharon.. 

Sugar Creek. ., 
Spring Prairie. 

Troy....^ 

• Whitewater 

Walworih 

Total 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment 


185 


$63 45 


117 


54 99 


22 


10 34 


95 


144 55 


259 


21 73 


50 


22 50 


129 


60 63 


54 


25 38 


410 


192 70 


1,271 


697 37 


149 


A 70 03 


308 


144 76 


153 


71 «1 


167 


78 49 


402 


188 94 


13H 


63 92 


188 


88 36 


109 


51 23 


247 


116 09 


168 


78 96 


265 


124 55 


365 


171 55 


. 371 


174 37 


110 


51 70 


181 


■61 57 


371 


174 37 


. 123 


57 81 


602 


282 94 


174 


81 78 


83 


89 01 


126 


59 22 


4,748 


2,28156 


455 


213 85 


581 


273 07 


951 


446 97 


647 


: 804 09 


406 


190 82 


858 


403 26 


556 


261 32 


535 


261 45 


458 


219 96 


345 


162 15 


398 


187 06 


682 


820 54 


•. 453 


212 91 


484 


227 48 


448 


. 210 66 


1,346 


. , 632 62 


543 


• 255 21 


10,156 


4.773 32 



122 



Counties and Towns. 



Wabhingtox — 

Addison 

Barton 

Erin 

Farmington. 
Oerroantown 
Hartford . . . 

Jackson 

Kewaskam.. 

PoU 

iKichfieU.... 

Tr«»too 

Wayne 

West Bend.. 



Total. 



IRTlAUKKSHA — 

Brooklield ... 

Delafield 

Eagle 

Genesee 

Lisbon 

Sienomonee. 

Meiton , 

Afuskego 

•• Hukwanago. 
New BerJin.. 
Ooonoinowuc 

^ Ottawa .. 

Pewaukee ... 

Summit 

Vernon 

i 'Wauketha... 

Total 



Bear Creek 

'Caledonia 

Dayton.... 

Farmington. .. . 

- Helvetia 

lola 

Larrabee 

' Lebanon 

Lind...~: 

Little Wolf, 

•' Mattefeon 

Jlukwa 

■ » "Boyalton 

•ficandinavia 

• • ■ St. Lawrence...*. 

Union 

'Waupaca. 

Wejauwega 

Total 



No. of 


A.pportioii- 


Children. 


menl 


994 


9434 28 


494 


232 18 


822 


386 34 


7»l 


371 77 


L053 


494 91 


1,057 


496 79 


803 


377 41 


492 


23124 


1,053 


494 91 


866 


407 03 


780 


366 60 


770 


361 90 


646 


303 63 


10,551 


4^58 97 


824 
534 


387 28 


250 98 


560 


263 20 


707 


332 29 


597 


280 59 


926 


435 22 


591 


277 77 


600 


282 00 


506- 


237 82 


767 


355 79 


915 


430 06 


487 


228 89 


606 


284 82 


401 


188 47 


471 


221 37 


1,323 


62181 


10305 


6,078 35 


73 


34 31 


192 


90 24 


262 


128 14 


273 


128 31 


32 


15 04 


293 


104 81 


27 


12 69 


136 


63 92 


373 


175 31 


154 


72 38 


42 


19 74 


416 


196 52 


236 


110 92 


319 


149 93 


222 


104 34 


48 


22 56 


466 


[ 819 02 


471 


i21 37 


3,965 


1.863 65 



12S 



Counties and Towns. 



Blouiulield,-.. 

Colbma 

Dcerfield. .... 

Dakota 

Hancock 

Leon.... 

Mount Morris. 

Marion 

Oasis 

Plainfield.... 

Po>8i|)pi 

Hose , 

Richford 

Spiingwaier.. 

Saxvillti 

"Warren 

Wautoma 



Total. 



WnflfEBAQO— 

Algoma 

Black Wolf... 

Clayton 

Menasha 

Net'nah 

Nekimi 

Nepeuskin... 

Oshkofih 

City. 

Omro 

Poygan 

Rushford 

TJtica 

Yinland 

"Winchester . . 
"Wolf River,.. 
Winneconne. . 



Total. 



"Wood— 

Oentralia. 



Dexter 

Grand Rapids. 

lincoln 

Rndolpli 

Seneca...... . 

Sigel 

Springfield... 
Saratoga 



294 
295 
511 
842 
981 
432 
d59 
304 
2,483 
784 
297 
667 
469 
398 
476 
97 
477 

10,116 



166 

69 

332 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$143 81 

129 72 

55 46 

31 96 

60 6a 

52 17 
147 58 

86 01 

109 98 
90 24 

167 79 
65 33 
35 72 
98 23 

87 42 
122 67 

110 92 
125 02 

1.720 67 



13S 18 
13d 65 
240 17 
395 74 
437 57 
203 04 
168 73 
142 88 
1,167 01 
368 48 
139 59 
313 49 
220 43 
187 06 

223 72 
45 59 

224 19 

4,754 52 



78 02 

32 43 

156 04 



Total. 



88 
29 
25 
38 
88 

885 



.41 36 

13 6a 

11 75 
17 86 

41 as 

392 4& 
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ERRATA. 



Page 8, eighth line from the top, for "attaiaod" read "obtained.'* 

Page 18, sixteenth line from the top, for "were'* read "was.** 

Page 49-, seventh line from the top, for "neither'' read "either," and for **nor" read 



"or." 



Page 91, in tcbble- "cost of instruction," for "74 cts." amount expended for each 
scholar of- school age in 1861, read " $2.74 ;" and for "81 cte," in 1862, read " |2;81." 
Page 102, third line from the top, for "benificeni" read ^^benefieent" 
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